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ADVERTISEMENT. 



As it is probable that this work will reach a secood edition, communications 
respectiog it may be mailed for me to the post-office, N»w York, or delivered at 
my dwellincr house, South Seronth ttroeti cornor of Fourth, Williamsburgh, Long 
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Digitized by Google 




ALPHABETICAL INDEX: 



Adams, John Quincy.— 38, Ml, 40^ 109 
Aibany. — Butler's opinion dr32 
Albany Argus,— Notice of— Van Buren iU main 
lay— Cantine its owner 8S, 89 — ou Jackson 
' 90— copies Bennett's article«96— on both sides 

li^ ... 
Albany Regency, or Van Baren's organized por 

liUcftl cabal.— 8— with Swartwout 86— Leg- 

gett on 89— Bennett on 9ft— known as the 

« baJik junto' IC^L 

Allen Stephen. — 45 — proposes a $500,000 Tam- 
many Hall Bank 71 — his opinion on banks 72 
— on repeal com. 114 — on suspension ]M 

Alley Saul.— made a U. S. Baak Director, lOQ, 

American Land Co. — to buy the best of public 
lands low. with publk: money, and sell them 
again high to the people 

Anti-masonry. — 10, ^ 113. 

Anti-Renters, The. — outdone by Butler 18| IM 
—Van Buren and the, in 1812, 123^ 124 

Appointments to office. — 8— bnc¥iail8 26, 33— 
medical turn on politics 46 — Coddingt^s art 
of getting 46, 47, 48— Hamilton on 48— Ing- 
ham on 4SjM^. Hoyt on 49— Butler and 
Swartwout on 50— J. Hoyt on 5If 64 — Mr. 
Van Buren on M to 46^ 63 — turnings and 
twistings 55— Ingham on ^ 

Appraisers. — who and how made ISQ > 

Alwood, Henry C^notice of 82 i_ 

B. 

Bank of America^27, 2& 

Bank of Auburn. — 31 

Bulk of Brooklyn. — frauds on 137. 

Bank of State of N. Y.— withhold's Hoyt»8 ac- 
count 11 — Jackson's true character of 106 — 
dcposites back to ID9^ 

Bmk of the United States — 105— J Van Buren 
lost a fo/tune by 61 — Butler aud Van Buren 

Stition for a branch 98 — ^but are against 99 — 
jnbreleng on IQQ IQI IM 106— C W Law- 
rence on 102 108 to IIO— Silas Wright on IQl 
107— Tibbett's plan 104— Duane on 107— poli- 
cy of 151 

Bank craft — Butler's art or mystery of— paying 
much with little, Ifi to 24— ib I(M— Phelps & 
Co on 111 II.5— bank of Metrooolis 123 

Banking — See this index generally — 105 
'Barker, Genl Geo P— Attorney General of N Y 
and attorney of City Bank, Bufialo, b& 
Barker, G K— cashier, &c, 29 ^ 

Barker, Jacob— was buying the old Buffalo 
Bank, 15 16 — on W and W 2I»— his deceptions, 
22 23 24 28 29-iconvicted of fraud 28 29— is 
poor 30 — a quacker, duellist, and petitioner 
tor a U S Bank charter 31— complains of Ri- 
ker 46 — Butler on IM 

Beardsley, S of Oneida— €1 109 

Beers, Joseph D — 29 — borrows at New Hope 69 
— on stocks 125— his bank (see N A Trust 
Co) 146 to 141 

Bennett, James Gordon— 9— letters to Hoyt *3I 
o 95 — strong for Van Buren — his ' big gun' — 
on Cour & Eaq 92 — on Mumford and a $2500 
loan 93 — intreats help from Van Buren 94 — V 
B's reply and comrac^s 95 — turns round 
against friends 96 — his anguish ib— on Hoyt 

• 97— Marcy on 112 — exposes Bartow 126^ 



Benton, Thos Hart — on Custom House 127 

Bctts, Samuel R — notice of 141 — Hoyt and 142 
— enormous fees in court 142 — 144 

Bets, betting — Mr V Buren op 42—62 — J V Bu- 
ren 61 to G^—t W Lawrence's 64 — Isaac 

Hill 66— Hoyt 66— Silas Wright against 67 

Birchard, Matthew — unites with Hoyt to affect 
Unduly law costs and juries 115 14fi 

Bishop and Keiuble — stockjobbers, senators 
and conspirators 124 — trial, &c 122 126 

Blair, F P — See ' the Globe' — notice of, and his 



paper S 88 — Hoyt, Noah, tc set him uPr'ib 
Bleecker, Joseph T — (custom house officer) 

m '_2 

Bowne, Walter — friendly to John Thompson 61 
. — 62 53 58 — opposed to Col Young 73 — offico 

to a friend 86 — custom house com'r 127, 12b — 

notice of 121 to 729 
Brokers — compared by Butler to leeches 24 — J 

V Buren wishes to avoid 6Q 
Broome Co N Y — a * crazy county' 42 
Broome Co Bank — notice of 99 
Brown G W— 28 29 15 

Brownson, Orestes A— describes Van Buren 5Q 

BuckuUs— 26 27 33 

Bunner, Rudolph — 48 52 ^ 

Buffalo Bank (old) — 15 16— Van Buren gets its 
charter &c 122. 

Burr, Aaron — ^his treason SI. 

Butler, Benjamin F — his birth and ancestry — 
partnership with Mr V Buren — banking spec- 
ulations 13 — profession of religion 14 — charac 
ter of Hoyt 16— presidency of the W Bank 
16 to 26— morats ib— gulls the Dutch 18— 
threats 20— character of Clinton 14 21 24 89 — 
conduct reviewed 21 to 24 — ambition 27 — a 
bucktail 27— on Van Ness 21 28 — connectiou 
with Barker 28 29 — artful advice to Noah 38 
39 — for a caucus ib 1 18— wants to be Attorney 
General 45— on officials not true to Van Buren 
49 — on Hoyt and Duer 60 — on Young and 
Crawford 73 — on Clinton's message on purity 
»' of elections 77 — prays for a branch of U S 
Bank 98 — writes Bowne's anti-democratic re- 
port 118 — on Jackson 119 — borrowing 121 122 
— fees 138 — extortion as district att'y 140 — 
enormous income Hi to 14.0 — hj-pocrisy and 
deceit 14§ 146 — counsel to Beers & Co 148 — 
on chancery 149 

Butler, Cha's — in Manhattan & American Land 
Co 121 to 123 

Butler I Mis B F — her eurknis epistles 139 14Q 

C. 

Calhoun, John— 9 41 108 121 

Ounbreleng, C C — 69 visits Crawford — on pri- 
vate letters 9 — for Coddin^toa 46 — wanted to 
consul at Liverpool 48 — on the choice of the 
President for P M N Y 67— sells Hoyt stock 
^0 — Spicer refers to 76 — sends politiciang^-to 
^e Customs 86— for and against U S Bank 
IfiQ to 107— notice of 1115 LQfi 

Cantine, Moses I — on W & W Bank 31— state 
printer 89— on Bufiklo Bank 122— and anti- 
rent 124 . , . 

Caucu»— By Congressmen to dictate a president, 
38 to 40— Butler's report in favor of 111 US- 
nominations in, anti- republican 139 

Chancery Law— ^ 20— a poor chancellor 138— 
law here 149 
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Clay, Henry— 38 ffl 40 52 IM 113 

Clinton^De Witt— Butler on 1421 24 89— enmity 
of the Van Buren jwirty to 25 — Van Buren oa 
36 45 — his friends vote against Butler 45— ex> 
poses the < organized corps ' 77 — for a law 
code 

Coe, W S— a bad naval officer 13Q 131 133 
Coddinglon, J L — 8 79— advises V B 45— Cam- 

breleug for 4<&— letters to Hoyt, wants to be 

jftirveyor, is ready to upset Jaclcson ! schemes 
• lo gel a place 4ii to 48 — Cambrckug comforts 

him 57— -Bennett 92 
Code of Laws (American) — 7 Ifll 
Common Law (English)— 7 IQl 
Constitution, Th^l05 proposal to amond 7— a 

litigious ^ and 12 
CooTenUon, N Y State 184&-7 12 1D5 12S 
Cominsr. Erastus — 68 IM 
Corporaiious — unpopular in Georgia lilQ 
Crawford, W H— discloses old cabinet secrets 9 

. —the caucus candidate for president 3ii 39 — 

insidls adopted citizens lOQ. 
Croswell, Edwin— 9 m 86— gets the Argus S9 
Currency — (See banks, bank of the U S, Butiefi 

•tockjobbing, &c) ld5 liil 
Cutting, Francis B— 63 6S— on banks llfi 

- D. 

Dall S, Geo M— and the bank UO. 
Decatur, Col John (of the lobby) 33 
Delalidd, John — in Del New Hope Bank 69 
Deposites, the — 68—97 to 106— Jackson on ]M. 

Lawrence on 109 — where they go 121 122 — 

Bnwne & Co beg for 12B 
Dickenson , Daniel S — he and his bank 99 
District Attorney, So Dist N Y— a much sought 

prize 4a to iil 
Duane, W J — refused the Russian embassy 81 

107— on U S Bank ib 
Dudley, Charles E — sent to Senate 45— letter lo 

Hoyt 49 — opposed lo Young 73 
Duer, John — efforts to oust AH to 67 — Butler on 

60— Hoyt bitter a2 to 55 
Duer, WA4a 

E. 

Eckford, Henry— remarkable verdict, Butler at- 
torney 136 

Edmonds, John W — 27 — Bishop and Kemble, 
and 12a '6 — how (jualified for a judge 140j no- 
tice of ib 

Blflctions, interforencea in, by officials — Jefier- 
son on 74— party practice lA to 90— Skinner 

tm 

Electors of President and Vice President— 25 28. 

103 Ul 

Espionage at Custom House— 78 to 81 

Everett, Ed ward — on U S Bank and dep08iteslQ9 
Ezchanire Bank, Barker's— 22 23 ^ 

F. 

iirtnen* and Mechanical' Bank, Albany— 17 18 

2Q59 68 

Fitch, Francis B — got an inspectorship 86 
Flagg, Azariah C— votes Clinton out of the Ca- 
n^l Board 25 — opposes Young 73— on politic* 
113 — on banks llo — Arkansas stock 147 
Fleming, J A— Auditor C H— evidence of 13Q 
33 36 



Gold Mine— Jesse Hoyt's 12Q 

Gouveraeur, Sam4 L — 52 

Graham, John L — recommends Le Foy 82 — in 

N A Trust Co 147 
Greeley, Horace — prophecy on Hoyt 133 

Hackley, Aaron — in lobby 122 
Halleck, Fiti Greene 3Q 

Hamilton, J A — accuses Judge Van Ness 27— 
for * spoils' 4S' 

Hill, Gov Isaac — on bets 6G 

Hoyt. Jesse — prosecutes Wood — leaves letters 
9— nis early life 13— admitted as a laMryer 1^ 
— fit for a cashier la 16 — poor 32 — subservient 
34 36— appointed CoUcclor of N Y by V B, 
who endorses his paper 35— elected to N Y 
Legislature 41 — tries to oust Duer and become 
U S A try 48 to 57 — sharp argument with V 
Buren ill to o6 — hires V B a valet 51 — is dis. 
interested — was educated by V B 54 — Ingliam 
about < embezzling ' 56 — his bets 66 — oa 
^Change 67 — to lobby ib — his bank stock 68— 
agent to J V Buren ill lo 64, partner 6S — slock 
operations 69 — aids theTTlooe 88 — Bennett's 
letters to 91 to 95 — < deadly hostility to a for. 
eigner' 91— Cambreleng to imto 107— Marcy 
instnicts 113— on repeal com 114 '16 — his gold 
mine 120 — embezzlements 129 to 134 — career 
as collector ib — his trial 137— seeking office 
32 33 41 86 — getting it 115— escapes a crimi- 
nal trial 142— interferes with juries LJii '6— 
harrasses the merchants li3 !^ 'Jfi '51— 
his sub-treasury at Beers' 149 

Hoyt, Lorenzo— "on W and W Bank 21 — letters 
3e 3341 IDS m 13&-vUe doctrines 32 S3— 
agent to Silas Wright 107~B'p and Kemble 
affair 125— principles 25 32 33 138 

Hyatt, Thomas — sent to Penitentiary 75 

L 

Isiporters, N Y — how treated I5Q to 152 
Ingham, S D— on office-seekiug fever 4& 56— on 

Clay 113 
Irish, the 119 

Irving, John T — excellent sentiments of 21 
Ives, (George R — hires cashiers 133— *lus frauds 
wmked at IM^ 

J, 

■ 

Jackson, Andrew — ^V Buren has his confidence 

54 — oners Duanc the Russian embassy SI — 
borrows of Blair 88 — abused by Argus 90— 
describes pet banks 106. 
Jackson, Daniel— lOO— aids Blair 88— C House 
com'r 123 

Jefferson, Thomas — on officials intermeddling 
in elections 74 — practice by modern demos 74 
to22 

Johnson, Jeromus — notice of SQ 81 I4S. 

Judiciary of N Y— Not pure JJ^U 28 3Q 66— case 
of W W Van Ness 27— case of W L Marcy ^ 
—Barker, Att'v Gen'l 59— J V Buren do ^ to 
64 — in lobby 122 — Bishop and Kemble 124 — a 
chapter on 137 — another 140 — Belts' court 143 
cases of legal cruelty 143, &c 

Juries— defeated by judiciary in efiorts to pun- 
ish great rogues 28— Hoyt regulates 145 ]AQ 



G. , »• 

CWlatin Albert— 100 U5. KdnUe, J C— See Bishop and Kemble 124 

Olentworth case— 11 SS 110 14Q Kendall, Amo*— 107— Bennett on 95 

<aiobe. The— V Buren, &c^ou 87— press bought Kibbe, Isaac— uotic^of 12Z 

. by Noah, Hoyt, &c 88, profits, ib . King, Charles— accuses W W Van Ness 21 
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Chaise, Foucho & Co— cruel treatmeat of 

Law— forms mysterious 8 — (See Common and 
Chancery)— ia N York 121 lo 140— fees (see 
Butler) 

Lawrence, Cornelius W—* will nm like the chol- 
era' 60— his bet and anxiety for pure elections 
110— his candidates 74 — recommcudatlonM 

by 82 helps the Globe 8S— for and apinRt 

the bank im 108— Jackson on I0&— notice of 
108— in Congress 109— a stockjobber 110— 

Leggett on 110 — on tariff liiQ 

Lawrence, Watson E— at Syracuse 82— his ce- 
ment and politics 123 „ o« j. 

Leake, Isaac Q— cashier at New Hope 69— edi- 
tor Argus hi3 

Leavitt, David— 29— Receiver N A Trust Co 142 
. Le Foy, Ab'm— gets office and nominates Mar- 
cy }Q— 110 

Leggett, William— on Croswell 89— Van Buren 
subscribes 90 — describes Bowne, &c 110— on 

LewL^^organ— defrauded of $15,000 by Lom- 
bard Co lb. 

Life & Fire Co 2S 22 , ^ 

Livingston, Charles L— votes for Butler 45— On 

banking 117— likes to sit with Bishop I2fi 
Livingston, Edward— 32 22 34 41 lii til 138. 
Lobbying— 33 63 122 
Loco Focos — 73 
Lott, John A— a judge, &c 138. 
Lovett, the bank teller- 126, ^ 

M. 

McDuffie, George— 109, 121 

MacGee, Inspector John — ^77, 78 

McNeven, Dr W J— not app. to a medical oflicc 
bee. Clintonian Jackson Ad 

Manhattan Bank— its dcposites 121 

Marcy, Wm L— 36— M Van Buren saves hmi 
from ruin 45— J V Buren profits by his loan mes- 
sage 60— bets on himfil to63— on «tock-jobbing 
67 — borrowing 69 — nominated 82— prays for a 
US bank branch 98— letter on breeches and bra- 
very 1 10, 1 1 1— on politicsl 1 1 to 1 14— a Mexican 
com'r— bad conduct 115— Hoyt's hints to llfi 

Mason, Gen'l JohnT —a Texas hmd-jobber 84r- 
on banks 109. 

MaxweU, Hugh— 28,22.55 ,,n 

Merchants of New Y^— Hoyt a^'st 140, liS 
146 difliculties in their business m N Y li2i) to 

Merchants' bank— 28,59 
Meserole, Abraham— how he got a place fij 
Meserole, B J — alderman and appraiser SI 
Miller, Sylvannus — Libel case with Noah 36, 32 
Morris Canal & bank'g Co-69— Hoyt andthe491 
Morirs, R H (P M)— his code of* unknown laws 

11 — new-born zeal for pure elections M 
Mumford, John I — Bennett jealous of 93| 26 
Munay, Col J B— notice of 147^ 14S 

Native Americahiam— Greeley on 119 
Naval Office— Its duties shamefully neglected by 
Throop and Coe, 130, 131 «• 
Nelson, Ch'f Jus— howhe got an office, 108 
NevUle, Major Morgan— a Burr man, S2. 
NevmK, R H— on Stock Co's, 147 
New Hope Delaware Bridge Co-raccount of fli 
Newspapers— uses made of 9^ 19^ 2^power of 

New^York Custom House— given to Hoyt 36— 
electioneering in, appointments at — a vast 
political engine (chaps lb and 19} 25 and 79— 



espionage in 28 to 81 — Bowne and Law- 
rence's job, 127, *S — eaxbczziemenls in 122 to 
136— its pauonage 137 — who gets offices in 81 
S3 to 87 — measurers' pickings and stealings 811 
—clerks and officers IM 
New York Post Office — boxes 134 salaries ib 
N Y Evening Post— 90 121 123 
N Y Herald— 9— Bennett owns the 91— attacks 

V B and his regency 2fi 
N Y Morning News — on Custom Ho 82 85 
N Y Standard 90— N Y Times. Hoyt and the 9Q 
Noah, M M — ^9 — libel case with Miller — accused 
of political knaverj' — his partner 3ti 37 — in- 
troduces PhillTps to Swart. 3S— Butler and V 
Buren's instructions to 28 39 — his grievances 
2Qi 40 — State printing ib— Van Buren on 42 
on V Buren 42 44-*-belps to buy Blair a press 
88— loses state printing through Hoyt 89— 
puffs Swartwout 136— Ulshoeffer on iS 
North Am'n Trust Co [Beers] — bankruptr^ 

Hoyt props it — notice of 141 to 142 

Nominations by th« people— Butler ag'st 28 118 
— bad system in use 23 139 

o. 

Oakley, J — 's original friend SG-rBeimet to 22 

— recommends Wasson 13a 
O'Connel, Daniel^ 's trial— 7. . 
Offices and appointments — see appointments &c 
Ogden,^ Henry — Cashier to Hoyt and Swartwout 

122 13a 13fi 
t gsbury, F — in customs 24 
0' Sullivan, J L— on banks 65 66 — on Custom 

House 82 85 • ' 

Olcott, T W— 17 18 12 aa IQl 125 141 

P. 

Papers (Private)— 9 IQ II 12 95 
Phelps, Thaddeus— notice of 114,repeal letter ib 
111 ?15 . 

Phillips, Joshua — a $600,000 embezaiement*^ 

Noah his endorser 38 — notice of 129. 
Philips, Naphtali— Noah's partner 37, SS^ ^ 40 
Pitcher, Col Nath'l — 72 — an honest man over- 
thrown and regency saved 45 — in opposition 
102 

Polk, Jas K — how he treats Jackson's memory 
106 — in Congress 109 — selects Lawrence IQb, 
110— Wise 137— appoints B F Butler 141 

Postage rates — 108 

Price, William M — helps politicians to places S2 

his appointment 140 
Purdy, Elijah F — gets office 76 — conduct on th« 

law bench, ib— represents gen'l gov't at Sy- 

zacuse 82 — proclamation ^ 

Q. 

Quackenboss, M M — 86 

R. 

Religion— Mr Butler on 14, 26, 29, 144 
Revenue— returns at N Yl^ fraudulent 13Q to 

13&— collection 132 
Rogers, Judge Halsey— 30— m lobby 122 
Root, Gen'l Erastus— 27, TO^ 101— on land co. 

m 

Rudd, Theron — sad mistake of 142 

8. 

Safety fund— 68, 106 
Selden, Dudley — in Congress &c 109^ 111 
gevier. Senator of Ark.— Smithson legacy and 
132 

Skinner, Roger, judge &o— 26, 39— meddles in 
politics 103 

Slavery— 105, 108, 110— Cambreieng on 106— ita 

effects 121 . 
Smith, Morgan L— ICS 119 
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Stoxta, T L— the Cainoaa man 46'57 
8Biltfa80& bequest — 132 
Smagfling in N Y State — 152 
Southwick, Solomott— his vote for goventor— -42 
Spencer, ch'f justice— Butler on 139 
Spencer, John C — anti-slavery 108 
Spencer, Mark— 28 29 69 75 
l^cer, General Peter — accepts office 75, hk his* 
tory ib 

Standing armies dangerous to liberty — 13 ' 

Staples, Seth — on stock-jobbing 126 

Stotk-Jobbiag— see * Butler' * J Barker' < Wet- 
more' < J Van Burea' ' J Hoyt' < Beers' Ed- 
1 monds' ' Bishop' ' Kemble' ' Swartwout' 
■* Lawrence' — Marcy on G7 — a tegular speci- 
men of 75 and lOi— defined 125 — wholesale in 
N A Trust Co 147 to 149 

Stone, Col W L— L Hoyt on 41 

Strong, Geo D — recommends Lc Foy 82 — ^in N 
A Trust Co 147 148 

Sutherland, Joel B — in opposition 101 

Swanton, judge — V Buren on 119 

Swartwout, Samuel— Coddington's feelings con* 
ceming 48— letter to ib— writes Hoyt to < Push 
like a denl' — a reguiar spoils man 50 — his 
connection with Burr 83 — settles Texas with 

. U 8 funds 84 — notice of ib. and 129— his de- 
faults 135 136 

Sweet, Egbert G. Customs-Alices of 76 77 127 

Swift Gen'l Jos G— 77.. 

T. 

Talmage Thos G — nresidcnt of Beers's bank or 

trust coiap 149 
Tammany Hall— Steph Allen's bank of 70— I r- 

Ting's oration at 71 — character of 73 — Bowue 

at 138 139 
Taney, Chief Justice — on U S Bank 100 
Texas — 108 110 121 — Swartwout and Mason's 

speculations in 84 
Thompson, Jonathan — efforts to dlsolace as 

Coll^ at N Y 4^i 51 66 132 
Thome, John W bank-teller— 67 
Throop, Enos T— 10 31 36 44— -a bad naval offi- 
cer 130 131 — notice of ib • 
Tibbets, Elishar— his plan of a U S Bank — 101 

104 — custom house com'r 127 
Tradesmans' Bank— 30 
Treason — Conspiracy — 9 12 
Tyler, President— his Custom House inquiry 97 

1» 

V. 

Ulshoeffer, Henry- his letter to Hoyt, espoinage 
and desire to feed his family at the public crib 
78 to 80 

Ulshoeffer, Michael — his letters 139. 
United States Lombard Co — 75 . , . .. 
United States Bank — see bank of U ^ 

V. 

Van Bqaren.Jchn H appointed Attorney Gene- 
ral of N Y 58— his profane language and un- 
fitness for office 59— hi« 18 letters, cursing, 
betting, gambling, stock-jobbing, speculating 
with Hoyt, &c 60 64 — avoids a correspondence 
with brokers 60— lost a fortune by the remov- 
al of the depositee— 61 6S — enterprise with 
Cutting 63 €8— cause of Webb's arrest 68--on 
^ood terms with Sw a r t wout 85— a tand job- 
ber 122— row at Hudson 124 

Van Btnren, Martin— 15 1(»— eulogy on Clinton 

24 ^was to remove to N Y 26 27— charters W 

and Vf Bank &c 51— appoints Hoyt Col's 
Cust's N Y and endorses for him 36— looks 
sharp liter money 36— approres Noah's ooors 



^ 89 — for a caucus and sure of Crawford's elec. 



tion 40-^ccoant of victory Nor 1828, bets 
and Noali 4(2— Noah's character of 43 44 — 
letters and nominations in 1829 — saves Marcy 
from ruin 45 — characteristic corresp. witli 
Hoyt about office 51 to 56 — hires void de cham- 
bre 51 — has Jackson's confidence 54 — pities 
the poor Whigs 57 — unprincipled 59 — 
wishes his friends to electioneer when seek- 
ing the presidency 63 — opinions on banks 65 
98 99— on ap}X)intmonts 72 73— 's friend Spi- 
cer 75 — and S^^•artwout 85 — Charleston Mer- 
cury on 87 — dir*M;tor-gen'l of the Argus 89 — 
his reljitives ib— pufls Jackson 90— atfection 
for and hatred to , By J G Bennet 91 to 96 — 
correspondence 94 95 — begs for a wing of the 
* monster' 98— offices 103— -sub-treasury 106— 
trusts in Providence 119— on foreigners 119 — 
gels charter for Buffalo Bank 122 — is rich 123 
— anti-reuters and 123 124 — pulls Throop 130 
—profligate expenditure by 132 — warned of 
Hoyt by Congress 133 
Van Buren alias bucktail, alias regency, alias re- 
publican, alioM hunkers, alias < regular' demo, 
crals, alias spoils party — their secret objects 
and jioUey hiid bare — see the index and vol 
generally. 

Van Ness, Cornelius P — ^his removal 82 — Morn- 

ing News on 85 
Van Ness, Gen John P— S3 
Van Ness, Judge W W case of— II 27 
Vaaderpool| Judge Aaron — 109 
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OIAPTER I 



ItUrodudton. The ConverUton (if 1846. A Revision of the Common Late. The Jii^i- 
dory. The Elective System. Treason. In what cases should private papers be pui^ 
Hihtdf A powerful faOkm hanitd agimui tk$ RMjpMic Hopes resting on Ai %Sm* 



This volume Is respectfully inscribed to the Electors of the Convention, next to as- 
semble for the Hevi8ioii of the Constitution of the State of New York — and i( appears 
nobabte timt fhcy will dedda next November that that CoDTSolioa sImII be held 
in 1846. « 

The Declaration of Independence was issued, and the Common School Law of this 
State put in operation, amidst war and tumult, but the Convention of 1846 will proba- 
Idy- aasemUe and deliberate in peacefiil times, and amidat wide epfead prosperity. Bda- 
catmn has been long and very generally diffused among the people — they have the ex* 
perience of threescore and ten year<? of republican irnvemment, with its inestimable 
advantages and great imperfections, as thus far administered — and if they send to She 
Convention, men of probity in their persoiud dealings and character, and of active pa- 
triotism, united with a clear md cultivated intellect, the true friend of America and le^ 
piil lican institutiona may anticipate that great beneflta to the country wiU leaoltikoB. 
their deliberation. 

The time surely draws near in which the friends of freedom in America will see an 
flUempt aeriooflily made to aceompfiah what the flv-eeeing Clinlon wisely suggested 
twenty years since, the framing of a code of American Laws in the room of 4iat Com* 

mon Law, (ro rnlled,) which, in the language of Thomas Cooper to William Sampson, 
" is anything that the legislative propensity of the common law bench may choose to 
make it'* Lireorgus, though he impreseed vpon the Spartana tiiat heroic character 
which yielded not even on the calamitous day of Leuctra ; thoBM he tmi^t (and not 
vainlv) that love of conntr}' and it's institutions which chanci'e'l arcornipt popniace into 
a nation of patriots, among whom no civil war broke out in a tliousand years — yet even 
Lycurgus failed, where we have as yet made a questionable progress — ^for the Laws in 
lAoedemon not being written, were, in corrupt times, interprets [Morris fashion] ac- 
cording to the arbitrary will of those who administered thrm. 

Many persons suppose that om N. Y. Revised Statutes are the law. They are but a 
small supplement to it. Mr. Daniel O'Connell was tried not long since in the principai 
Common law Gonit «f Itelahd, for sedition, and conricted. fus cese was carried to 
England for refimon, and his condemnation reversed^ The £nglish judges, to a man, 
decided that the most important counts in the indictment were bad — and thef^e very 
counts the Irish judges had, after argument, held to be good ! This is our i?nparted 
Common Law. Cases of general interest are decided in our Common Law Courts m tl^is 
Stete — carried up to tiie Supreme Court — reyerae d — brought next into the Court ol 
Errors, and reversed o% er again. That of Barry vs Mero«a, ia Cfidenea of w|^t 
chanee the poor manbas of r^^ublican justice at Common X^nr* * 
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8 A LITIGIOTO OONBTlTDTIOIf* 

Again : Vast sums are emTiezzled by puMic officers. No Common Law can be 
remembered that will punish them, or cause them to disgorge the plunder — but let a 
fihop-boy or beggar take a dollar from a tiU, not his own, and Mr. Kecorder Morris's 
imwntteii niks, which lawymxan so wsU lemember, speedily sends him to Ibe peni- 

tantiary or Hnusp of Rrfiuzf". 

There may be much that is valuable ifx our iorrou?€dl Chance rv system — Lawyers dif- 
fer about what is — and beyond their eircle who is there that understands its precepts ? 
If law is equity why have we sepaiate sets of judges ; and if it is not, why not imte 
itio? • 

Why Is thn procedure, or form«< and proceedirMfS in onr ronrtf, po Tny«itpnon«, 
even to the learned, that cases like that of Ahem tire Mayor's clerk, are often decided 
on matters of form and not on their true merits ? The people choose their justi<»e8, bnt 
not one in a hnndred of them, when so chosen, can possibly comprehend the compli- 
cated ]p[ral system which is the rule of thpir proceedings. Politically harp declared 
that all men are on common footing; in the eye of the law, yet projirrty and its benefits, 
instead of becoming more equaily diffused, are relatively more and more concentrated in 
a few hands, while the condition of the poor laborer has changed for the worse. 
is the foorkingqfa litigioti-a constituHon^ 

The office of a judge of the higher courts is one of great power and dignity in this 
State. The station of Senator, with a voice in the couit of last resort, enables its 
possessor to exercise a vast influence for good or evil Yet I need go no farther 
than the letUn bnug;ht to light'm tku voiumet for evidsnee that sabMmtial justice 
is out of the question, in many cases under the present system, a*; administered 
Wrangham was severely punished for m«ldling with private matters when 
he undertook to expose the bribery of Lord Verulam — but he was right— Bacon 
had to yield — and I trust that I shall be fonnd fnilr able to meet all attempts at op- 
pression to \vhich the developments in the ensuing cnapters may subject me. When, 

SI Dec. 1839, the Democratic Review, backed as it was hy tho Globe and Ai^us, 
sdared that ** the boasted ' independence of the judiciary' is soon found to be mere 
Independenee of common sense and common justice,** i doubted. It would seem, 
from various references in these pages, that the private opinion and proceedure of 
leaders in this Stata« it«d not difier from the pnblic ndmiasioiis oi Mr. ). L. 
CSullivan. 

A nation mast not be nice about details when its existence or its liberties are 
threatened, whether from within or withoat The pnblic safety is the raprema law. 
Where is the man who can turn from a perusal of the facts I have submitted without 
being convinced that there is a mercenary faction in our midst, bound together by 
powerful ties, strong and united, sordid and selflsh in eveiything — acting in concert 
and f or coaomon purpose, die destruction of that manly independence of thought and 
action which is the glory of our a^e and country ? Listen to its leaders, as each lor 
himself speaks in these pages. ^^ here is one of them found to breath r a warm 
aspiration of generous sympathy for the suifehngs and affliction which chequers ht^ to 
the whole family of man ? 

Mr. John Van Buren has been named In some of our most wide spread pubUe 

i'ournals as a probable candidate at no very distant day for the Presidency. Loi )k at 
lim as he really is— ♦n the mirror himself has polished. His father is making no com- 
mon exertions to attain a second time to the chair of Jackson. Observe well the 
pupils of his mAoolt and say if he deserves it ? Mr. Butler has an office of much influ- 
ence in the administration of justice. Hear him, that ye may determine whether it jp 
in safe hands ! Mr. Hoyt's political annals are le.^s important on his own account, than 
as showing the means whereby his artful employers got and kept for years the reins 
of state in this Union. 

By the Constitution of 1821, the most important and influential offices in ^s State 
are withheld from the nomination ^nd appointment of the millions. Draw aside the 
curtain, as I have done, and behold how that patronage ha?^ been exercised by our 
delegated agents. I trust that the Convention will aid the consutueucies in getting rid 
of a Regency at Albany^ and all its branches in the sereial counties. It is time the 
Empire State were lad of the Coddington tribe, who, Dugald Dalgetty like, are ready 
to break up any government the hour it is foimed, that hesitates to retain akgion oi 
bnbed and pensioned partisans. 
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If Mr. Bennett of tbe Herald circulates nearly 5ri,noo newspapers weekly, as ht * 
saySf and if Mr. Noab*8 press continues to receive some share of public support, 
is it not an advantage to society to obtain in this volume; their characters correctly 
described by themselves? They are the representatives of a class. Should the time 
arrive in which the statesman, lawyer, nnrl editor will be ready to hire out their talents 
and influence to the highest bidder, will not the pf^>r(s of concentrupd wealth, and 
lucrative offices in the gift of partisan leaders, applied to the easy virtue of the Cros- . 
wells and the Blairst the Noabs and the Beoiietts, with otheva of their class, tend 1o 
mislead many, and endanger the public welfare? Are not a band of deceptive hire* 
linir editors like a ledge of sunken rocks, on whichi if no heacott is raised to wam t1|S 
manner, the most gallant ship mai^be wrecked i x 

Has not trenson been committecr against the state? The piiblio will read this voW 
vme and deliver its impartial award. 

Treason, in the geoeml nature of it, must be the nime of many. It implies plots , 
and conspiracies, which are carrv ing on by correspondence, and are to be discovered 
.by papers. The safety of the state, which is superior to every other consideration, 
makes it necessary to use all possible means to unmask the machinations of treason, 
that the dreadful effects may be prevented. Pa/^ers, therefore, may be taken pos- 
session of, and leftera interrepfod, as warlike stores are secured, that the designs of 
the con^iratoi^ may be made known to those whom they would betray, and frus- 
tiated* >^ 

When* at a time of mnch donbt and difficulty, during the struggle for indepen- 
dence, treason was ready to deliver the important fortress of West Point to a pow- 
erful eueuiy, for money, irs desicjns were opportunely defeated, by the seizure of 
certain papers in a distinguished othcer's boot. When Messrs. Bishop and Kembla 
had conspired with others to betray thehr eduntiy, and nullify public justice for gain, 
the letters of these senators and their associates, even the most private and confi- 
dential, were published to the world, as r warning to others. General Jasper Ward 
fared no better. When a treaty was under consideration in the United States* 
Senate, which Mr. Tappan believed to be injurious to his country, he hesitated not 
a moment in publishing Us niOst secret conditions, fearless of the consequences of a 
violation of tbe rules — and in t!ie case of Tacoh Barker, and others, indicted for 
conspiracy in 1826-7, private letters and agreements were produced, unhesitatingly, 
for the general good. I quote high authority when I mention the case of Mr. Cal- 
houn and General Jackson, in which, after a visit to Mr. Crawford, by a rival of 
Calhoun, accompanied by Mr. Cambreleng, the secrets of Mr. Monroe*s cabinet, in 
days long gone hy, were laid bare, by Mr. Crawford, private letrcrs exposed, ^nd 
dissension sown broad-cast between long tried friends — not that the public service 
might be benefited, but to enable an ambitions aspirant to seis» the helm of static of 
which he was of all candidates the most unfit and unworthy. Very different vvas 
Mr. Crawford's course, when railed on by Congress for official papers, to show^tlio 
tampering aod bargaining with tfie lUposite Banks of his day. Many were suppressed, ^ 
whole passages omitted, or garbled— and the exposure of tilbtlia not hNigtnen bii/ % 
etep-ladiler to Mr, Monroe's seat. 

Mr. Cambrelenfr's views of the sanctity of confidential rorre<?pnndence. may be 
readily inferred from the contents of the following letfer, m irked ' [)rivate/' ad- 
dressed to his friend, Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at Mew York, Iroiii Washington, and dated 
May 19th, 1632. 

•* DXAR H- 



I liave seen a copy of W 's PHIVATE letter to Clayton. It is a 

deliberate BUT <X)NFID£NTIAL attack on me, and was designed to eon'thti 
Judge to favor him, which was of course repelled. W — asked to hsnre the letter 
leCurned — it was so — hut what ]V— does not know — the Judge took a copt or 
•IT. IT'S A ROD IN PICKLK, and will expose some small contradictions of his 
present statements, and show some little duplicity. The Judge can tell him that he 
' nrand my statement of the Webb and Noah case too moderate, and that he wrote it 
•ver himself. 

Don't mention about the letter to Clayton — he will prohahly publish it. T!ic Bank 
.will come up in the Senate next week<— >it won't disturb us before the middle of June. 
' SiBcerely youia, 

% . C. C. CAMBRELEN^.** 



r 



Digitized by Google 



I quote the two last cases, and that which next foUows — not appr or ingly'-rbu I as 
•ridence of the sense in which parties of whom this Tolume has BUich to ssy, view 

the publication of confidential papers. 

Mr. Wood, an importer in New York, paid (I think to Mr. Swartwoui) duties on 
large invoices of woollens, which, on a careful cxaminatioQ» the appraisers for the 
IT. el. declared to be 'ftirljr valued. A Mr. George B. Ives, of Brooklyn, was the 
confidential correspondent of Wood's father, who failed in England, and his prop* 
erty went to assignees, to whom this Mr. Ives was the agent and attorney. ** tin- 
der the specious pretext," say the cQninii8sioner9 of the U. S., *' 0/ beik^g called 
en by Mr. Hoyt, for the eorrespondence, he delivered them up, aod testified to 
diem in court, books, private letters, aod inToiles," and wss therebv enabled to 
holt! on to $12,000 of the eWer Wood's money, his (Ives's) evidence alone havingf 
induced the jury to give a $13,000 verdict against the son for a viylaiion oV the 
revenue laws. The Commissioners add, that the manner in which the disclosures 
were made by Ives, and bis subsequent testimony in coorts, bear stroag marks of 
collusion between him and the collector, founded on the mutual hope of pecuniar^'' 
gain." This is the Ives whose invoices wore entered below valup, whose frauduleot 
entries produced no seizure, whose checks on time, before his failure, were takeo 
by Hoyt as cash for duties, who hired assistant cashiers, and of whom M% Taylor 
swore'lhat he had told him of an offer made him of $2,000, to act as a spy on the 
merchants. Mr. Hoyt thinks it fair to go thus far at least, to put down fraud in an- 
other's case, but wiien h is own papers are taken by the Commissioners for a like pur? 
pose, he speedily changes bis mind. 

Mr. Hoyt left in the Custom House fifteen Tolnmes of lettsrs, which were der 
livrrrd to the U. S. Com'rs, by Mr.»Curtis. "This correspondence disclosea 
nuiiierous valuable facts in relation to the mal-practices and defalcations of Mr. 
Hoyt," said Governor Foindexter^t' Mr. Hoyt prepared to quash inquiry, and 
obtain the letters by a writ of replevin, and might have destroyed them at little 
cost had they not been wisely sent off to Washinji^ton. Had they been private let*- 
ters they haa no business in the Custom House — and when a Collector leaves a pub- 
lic office, and (like a bad lodger who leavM his wallet, decamps between two days, 
carrying off the family plate, and forgetting to pay his boara bill,) slipping a few 
hundred thousand dollars in bank notes, into his valise, scatters the fifteen volumes 
of correspondence of his confederates, among his official records, justice to out- 
raged society seems to require that the means of exposure thus bequeathed should 
he used as» perhaps, he intended they should be— to balance his accounts. A lazy 
fellow would sweep them into the street — one more active would copy, and pablian 
them. They had no business there. 

I think the Argus, at Albany, has always acted on a very lax codcof morals 
about papera. I eoa)d ?ive a hundred cases where it has published private letters 
that, Glentworth like, had got into its power. I remember, for instance, a verv 
confidential one, from Mr. De Wilt. Bloodgood, to his friend in Illinois, that -was 

giblished as containing a plot. Mr. Croswell will find in the Memoirs of his frie nds 
oyt and Botler, a supply of plots, sufficient for jrears to come. His friend Gtjv- 
eraor Throop professed to admire the blessed spirit of anti-masonry," founded as 
it was on that innate love of justice to all which animates every faithful breast, and 
which had been outraged by the secret destruction of a citizen, who had publi'shed 
certain private papers, which few would have ever heard of, had not the bullies and 
rowdies of his day, urged on by short-sighted fools, in the back ground, enrolled his 
name among the martyrs of the west, and awarded him a place in his cottnttT's 
annals. It will be found by Mr. C, that I have not entirely forgotten Governor 
Thruop. 

Faperi are the depositories of our fortune—the trustees of our credit, character 

and TcputaTion—our nlnsc?t confidents. Secrets that may cost a man his life or 
which in cn would rather diu than have discovered, secrets of trade, will-?, ?;eille- 
ments, thmes on which the peace of families, and the love and union of relatives 

maj depend, are often to be found among a person's private papers, in his closet - 

and all attempts to invade the sanctity of a private d v. riling, on any other noand 
than treason against the state, or even tlien usdess on information on oath, and in a 
legal way, to search for, seize, or pry mio any man's confidential records cannot 
ht too itreielj etmikmntL The ficr. Mr« 0*Coigley wai icatciiced and executed 
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on lite oaili of a police pfficer, who swore he found a printed proclanaation oi a 
treasoaable character in liiii great coat pocket, a jproclamatioiit which O'Cois^ley m 
the scaflTold, and about to appear before his God, called heaven to witness he had 
never seen. The officer had, it is supposed, put it in his pocket, for the offered 
teward. Papers may be abslracied from — papery may he added to, those seized or 
. * cianpned. The ease of C^lentvrorth shows that Mayors, Recorders, Judges, Sensi- 
tors, and District Attorneys, have defended and acted on very different principles 
from mine ; and these too the very men of whom this volume more especially treats. 
The writer, while he condemns ihtir procedure, invites them to examine his. He 
inrides no privacy— betrays no eppfidence— circulates no secret record — bat refers to 
parts of a correspondence which was, it is presumed, intentionally placed before him,, 
m proof nf a formidable conspiracy against the liberf ie<^ and franchises of tbeAmei^ 
can people. No honest man can or will conceal ir^aspn. * 

In many cases, the letters I have nsed, are gireo in full. Sometimes extracts 
are takfo. It may be said that the latter are garbled. My objects were to shorten 
the work, and publish no private matter, unkss it had a bearinj^ on the subject 
before me. If any one feel aggrieved, or, if there are those who douht the genu- 
ioeness df any part of the correspondence, he or they will easily had tho way lo pro- 
dace the origmals in a court of law* I shall be most happy to aid in such a course' 
whenever it becomes necessary. Some of the documents will, no doubt, be called 
for by the Governor or Legislature of N. Y. — others may hnd their way to the United 
Slates Senate. , * " 

I may here state, that the italics and CAPITALS psed to mark particular passa- 
^s of quoted papers are, in most cases, not so marked in the originals. 

The views of certain gentlemen whose political opinions are adverted to in suc- 
ceeding chapters, with reference to that pan of our adopted laws, wiiich, if we are 
to belieye tne postmaster of New York, Mr. R. H. ^Jurri8, ou«:ht to be obeyed, 
though he assures us that it never was written or primed, and therefore could not 
be known to the people — their peculiar view*, nnd his on the right of search for 
private papers," are so well known to this conimanHy, as also their practice . in strict 
concordance with these unknown laws, that J need only allude to them here. Nero 
is sald'to have caused his regulations to be written in small characters, and posted 
so high that they could with difficultv be read. Mr. Morris's borrowed rules, be 
they real or fictition'?. are worse than the Caesar's, for you can find them nowherel 
The conveiuioii w ill, 1 trust, provide a cout of genuine " home manufacture." 

Men estimate differently their obliofations to society. In the case of Judge 
Van TsVss, the Bank of Anurira refused to produce the minute book that had the 
entry of the $2(if)00 "gratuity." Had T been tlieir most contidennal servant, and 
seen such an entry as would have proved a minister of justice unwurihv of his seal, 
I would have very soon made my country aware of it, whether it suited the bank ok 
not. So, in like manner, do I denounce tlie conduct of the Bank of the Slate of 
New York in concealing the account current of a man proved to have embezzled' 
much of the public money, more especially when it is seen that its president waa 
the political and personal friend of the deihulter. Mr. Blair told us through hit 
OlobB of AuipistH, 1839, that the independence of the judiciary'* is '*an iB(49» 
pendence of common sense and common justice" — and when such men as him turn 
* staters evidence,' is it not time to begin considering ot new safeguards ? Mr. 
Blair sDoke by authority of a governor who had placed a political tool oa. the seat 
oAce filled by Judge Van Ness m the supreme court, to presenre Jiim» as he said* 

fitOm RT'TV. 

The compiler of this volume deeply regrets that there are in this lovely country 
the materials for such a record of human folly. [He derives no pecuniary advan- ^ 
tage from its publicatiou, but would be the last man in America to shun the respon- 
sibility therewith connected.] Iqriorance, prejudice and extreme destitution, have 
ever been Hinnical lo the preservaiion of freedom and peace. Ages of bloodshed • 
and rapine, presented to our view m the historv of the past, will prove unavailing 
for esmmple, unless our whole eommimity shall be thoroughly educated, sineertty 
cherished as the first of virtues, and that violence of parly spirit which divides our 
villa<}:es, towns, counties and states, into two opposing armies, as it were, ranged 
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tehiered, if the people will value aright theinestimahle advaatage they enjojr, m tlie 
freedom with which a slate cun vention may be elected and held in the midst of peace 

and trnnquility at home and abroad. 

UnpubiisheU writings, in evil times, haye sent good men to the scaffold — but the 
precedents of wicked judges are as beacons to warn their more faithfal successors. 
The nuble Algernon Sydney's blood wus shed in the profligate days of the second 
Charles, after a mockery of a trial before Judge Jeffries. Conspiracy there was none< 
On the search, at midnight, in the martyr's closet, an unpublished maDuscript was 
fhnnd — a leaf or two of its contents read in court— and the noble author condemned. 
Posterity has done all the parties justice. 

England is a great and powerful country — yet it is but little more than 25 years 
since Sir Francis Burdeti was tried, condemned, and immured in a pri x n : thf a^rh a 
member of parliameut, a man ul ancient family, and possessed af an uanual income 
of $350,000 a year — because he had dared to cM cruelty and^ oppression by their 
right names, in the land of Hampden and Sydney. 

"Tt seems," said Sir Francis, alluding to the massacre in 1S19 at Manchester, 
that '* our fathers were not such fools as some would make us believe, m opposing 
the establishment of a standing army, and sending King William's 6uaT:^8 out of 
the country.' Yet, would to heaven they had been Dutch men, or Switzers, at 
Hessians, or Hanoverians, or any thini^ rather than Englishmen, who have done 
such deeds! — What! kill men unarmed ! unresisting! and, gracious God! women 
too, disfiffured, maimed, cut down and trampled upon by dragoons. Is this Eng- 
land ? This a Christian land ? A land of f reedom ! Will the gentlemen of Eng- 
land support, or wink, at such proce« dlnL^s ? they have a fjrcat stake in their 
country. They hold great estates, and they are bound in duly, and in honor, to 
consider them as retaining fees on the part of their country, for upholding its rights 
a6d liberties." 

With such men as this volume dra^s to the light of day, high in office, controlling 
the administration of the laws, the executive, and in a great degree commerce, and 
all upon purely selfish, mercenary principles, America would gradually slide down 
from her eleyated situation among the nations. Revenge would fill some men^ 
minds, despair would take possession of others. Some would take the course as*- 
cribed by Morris to Robinson with his creditor Suydam the hanker — others would 
war on property, by increasing the number of those terrible iires which have deso- 
lated of late not a fewof the faurest cities of America — the evil example of men 
abore would demoralize thousands below them, and that confidence in, and depend* 
enre of man omman, which is the cement that binds society, would rrn^e. A nu- 
merous standing army would come next— less to war on our wea^c frontier neigh- 
bors, than as a police to repeat at convenient seasons the scenes enacted at Man* 
Chester in 1819. It is from such a state of things that the people seek deliverance. 
The Democratic Review (falsely so called,) told us, in April 1843, that the "virtue 
and intelliprenre of the people is all a humbug," and that " we must procure strniii^'^er 
guarantees lhau popular suffrage, and popular virtue and intelligence. " in other 
words, we were informed that we must shift round to monarchy, or get a House of 
Peers, self-government being an idle tale. 

I very much fear, that if the men whom this volume too truly describes, can get 
the upper hand in the state convention, their united endeavor will be to get tLs AS 
LrriOlOUS A CONSTITUTIOIT AS POSSIBLE, as that would bpst ensure a con- 
tinuance of those hurtful monopolies and lucratiTe jobs which Mlow in the train of 
all such ereat convulsions and revolutions in currency, commerce, property, as 
have of late years marred the prosperity of our country. 

If in the minority, I think their efibrts will be directed towards embarrassing the 
capable and well disposed — and should my publication he found to have the effect 
of preventing the return of some of the worst of them,and arousing inquiry into their 
.conduct, my exertions will be amply repaid. 

That a patriot band — such as assembled in Independence Hall, Philadelphia^ 
terenty years ago — ^may gladden the hearts of our true hearted citizens, when our 
state convention meets; and that the wisdom of their deliberations may afford un- 
questionable evidence of the onward progress of intellectual and moral truth in our 
land, and of the capacity of man for self-government, and the sustenance of free in- 
stitutions, is the fervent prayer of the compiler. 
V Ifaw York, Scipt. 1, 184& 
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CHAPTER II. 

Mt, Bu(Ut*8 hirth and parentage — his admission to the Bar, and parlneralii p icith 
Mr. Van Buren* Mr. HoyVs early pursuits— he ahar^dons comnierce, and studies 
law with the AUomey General of New York. Mr. Butler accepts the presidency of 

a Bank* • I 

* 

Benjamin Franklin Butler was born at Kindefhook Landins^, Columbia County, 
N. Y., 00 the 14tli of December, 1795. He was educated there, and iu 1611 ' 
received by his father's persoual and political friend, Manin Van Bjiren, into his law 
office at midson, as a studeot, aod into bis family, in which he (footinned to reside till 
bis (Mr. Butler's) manriage, iq ldl8« to Hiw Harriet Alleo, a sister of Lieat* AUeSt 
of the U. S. Navy. 

His lather, Medad Butler, who is still alive, was born in Connecticut, where he 
•erved an appreaticeship to a scythe-maker. He afterwards kept store aod ta?em 
■t the Landing,** in which bosiness his son Benjamia ssststed him in his earlier 

years. 

When the uncle of Horace Walpole, Earl of Orford, was Ambassador at the 
Frencii court, the (^ueea asked his lady what family she was of. Her reply was, 
**I>'aaeane, Madame.** She was a French stay-maker*s daughter. It requires 
true nobility of soul to be of the aucune family. In a memoir in the Democratic 
Kevicw, the pedigree of the Butlers is traced to Oliver Cromwell, the lord protector — 
to one of 4he judges whose fiat beheaded King Charles — and to Jonatlian Butler, 
who landed In uoanecticat in 1710. Stanhope, X^ord Chesterfield, ridicnled donbtfnl 
pedigrees by placing two old heads among the portraits of his ancestors, inscribed 
*'Adam de Stanhope" and ''•Ere de Stanhope." A family of the name of Levi 
exhibited a picture in which Noah appears walkini: into the Ark, carrying under his 
arm a sniali iruuk, on which is written Papiers du la luuisuu de Levis.'* Thus much 
«lbr genealogy. 

Mr. Butler was admitted to the bar as an attorney in the State courts in 1B17, and 
immediately entered into partnership with his instructor, l\Tr. Van Burcn, in his law 
business. The latter was at that time a Senator of New York, and (says the Demo- 
eratic Review), ''the connection subsisted till the appointment of Mr. Van Buren to 
the Senate of the United States in December, 1621." 

. In June, 1818, Mr. Butler borrowed $550 from the State of Nrw Ynr!<, on the 
security of 22 acres of land at Kinderhook Landinti, and gave his father's bond and 
mortgage and his own bond as a security. In IdlG his father had borrowed of the 
State another $1000, which, with the interest, remained unpaid as late as 1684. 
The share of law profits which he realized in 1818 fell short of his wishes, and 
early in 1819 he iH)ifed the professions of lawyer and banker — as President, 
Cashier, and (I may add) Board of Pirectors of the Bank of Washington and 
Warren, at Sandy Hill, a village on the Hudson, about 55 miles north of Albany, and 
Attomej at Law, Solicitor in Chancery, and - Attorney for the said Bank, at same 
place. 

Jesse Hoyt, the friend of Benjamin Butler, is a native of Connecticut, and early in , 
life began business on his own account as a store-keeper in Albany — failed—' 
eonid not arrange his aflkin so as to recommence^ discovered that he had the peculiar 
sort of talent for a successful lawyer — indentured himself with Mr. Van Buren as his 
student— and in due time took the benefit of liie insolvent laws, and a license to prae* 
tise in the State courts. 

When Mr. and Mnt. Butter removed to Sandy Hill, Mr. Hoyt waa a student in the 
Attorney QeneralV office, and had previously served as a clerk in the Fanners and 
Mechanic*?' Bank. Mr. B's letters to his friend will show the prospects of both, 
make known the fervent prcty of the foniiLr, the condition of the let^ ii uid flnarn in! 
ptofessioDS in Washington county, exhibit new Tiews of State politics, and cannot fail 
ta be nad with intetest. 
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CHAPTEE HI. 

JiloviliMr Cbfr»i;pon<<eiwe. Mr. BtUlet*$ piety* folitiet, antt kuid fedmff totwafd 
Mr. IwyU A proposal to huy tJie Buffalo htmk — Mr. HoyVs fitness for (he office 
a Cashier — his general ckaracUr. A run en ike Waskinglon 0nd V\^arren Bank^ 
Ways and Means — Butler vs, Olcott, 

'- • ' « 

President Butler* of the Baok of V. and W., to Jono Hoyt, Student at Lraw« 
•Albany. 

Savbj Hiix, March 27tli, 1819* 

• • ♦ * ^ Voii have really a fine state, of poliHeat eoliAiaion at 
Albany. I think the aitaattoh of the Governor [De Witt Clinton] ia daily becoming 
inore desperate. 

* # e 4 • • • « « « 

I am more and more pleased with my duties. They require Hidpati^ dnd atteo- 
Hon, bat tbey give me more leisure than I had while in Albany, and furnish ma more 
easily with sufficient to provide for my IfntiRohold. 

The only difficulty here is THE. WANT UF ^Ac staled PREACHING OF THE 
GOSPEL. Had we a faiOiful and respectable ndnUitr^ and were ilie people more 
anxious for and atUntwe to religion^ I should have nothing to ask for^ but the centinu-* 
ance of health to mnJce this place JrU^lv(fuL The confrn^t between Albany and Sandy 
Hiil in this particular is great. Yow do not at all estimate as ^ou ought, the pecu- 
liar privileges you enjoy. • They are remarkably great • • • . ♦ The Gospel 
is either a •* savor of life unto life/* or of death unto death.** And how can tbiMe 
•♦escape who neglect so great salvation ?" 

What a buogling piece of work Mr. Loomis has made in printing my speech. It 
has mortified me e.\ces«ively to se3 so many stupid blunders issued to the world with 
my name prefixed. Fray tell my friends that I lay no claini^ to .the bantling in its 
present dreas. 

Yottts imty, ■ 

BENJAMIN F. BUTLER. 



^ht same to the satru* 

SAtrnr tiii.b. Mareh 17, 1619. 

J>SAR FriBKD, ^ 

The stage to-day wn«? looked for with ^^rpnt nnxipty by all the membrrs of my 
household, as we entertained strong hopes the black damsel would make her appear- 
ance on the ** Hill/' — as the citizens denominate this great metropolis. * « • « e 
1 have been here a fortnight, and have not yet received a line from you; Pray wrkn 
ooe, if it is only to say that yon ai« in eui. 

Yours truly, 

. • BENJAMIN F. BUjrLER. 

. The P. S. (in a difierent hand,) is as follows: — "Mr. Hoyt do try to get Pender. 
I am tured to death of cooking.** 



tame to the oame. 

, ' Saiwx Hill, May 4, ISld. 

Dear Friend, * 

• • • • • ^piie election returns are, so far, unfavorable to the hopes 
of Mr. Clinton, and his friends, and / presume his datiny is fijced. * * * • * 

I voted for Senators, anii ofTrred to vote for membens of Assembly, but after a 
long discussion of my itid v:iriou9 arguments and opinions from lawyers and 
eiectioneerers, the board ver^ gravely decided that I was not yet naturalized^ia 



Digitized by Google 



ULW-^aOYT AMb 7U£ BOFPALO BANK. l§ 

iMk I think it probable tliej were right. The chancellor has reallj a$nmed a giMt 
lieal io deciding my cause ngaiost me. Please obtain a copy of the decretal order — . 
not of his opinion, Hot i suppose that would take ^ou a week to copy— end send by 
some person at your CMifeiileBce. 

Upon xchat ground did kt admit you — as of right, or ex gratia ? I tin gtad tfitt hs 
has done it, and hope you mny find it the harbinger of good fortune. 

What think you of the New Insolvent Law ? Do you intend to proceed under it ? 
Or have you opt philosophy enough to li?e poor all your life, with a millstoue oa 
jovtr neek ? 

How does the business get along, and what h the State, generally, of your eject- 
ment suits? Are any of them to be tried at these Circuits or oot? I sometimes 
wished after my removal, that I could take a |>eep for a raonieot in the RegisterSi 
iod engage again in the service of the Sovereign People— ^ond so long had I fteeit 
aeeufUmud to the management of the Attorney General [M. Van Bnre^Vs affmn^ pUb" 
lict private nnd domrstir, tbnt I often thought that no one could attend to them but 
myself. My new avocations^ however, have now become familiar and pleasant and 1 
can attend to them without troubling myself about the bonds, mortgages, ur eject- 
Aieiiti of the State. • • • • • There is but little law buaioeii doing here^ if 
I waa d^MHdoHi on thatt I ahonkl have had the horrors long ago. * • * 
^ . B. F. BUTLER. 



tr&tf iome to the aami, 

Washington and Warren Bank, > 
SAr BT Bshh, May 8th, 1819. S 

Ibise Hoyt, £A|.t Albanyr 

Dear Sir, 

I send by Mr. Skinner a package and letter for Mr. Barker, which send as usual. 
I hear that he has had a dtnwnstration (as Packeuham, 6l, Co. would have said), made 
upon him this week, which waa Bnanfttlly repelled. |if jr Secretai^ being otherwise 
engaged, deprives you of the fUa$ur€ of receiving thia wterutmg ep&de^ in her 
own proper hand writing.^' 

Yours truly« 

B. F. BXTTLER. 



Mr. President Butlerto Mr. Jesse Hoyt, Solicitor in Chancery, Albany, 
* Sanbt Hill, June 5th, 1819. ' 

Bbar' Sn, 

I hare yours of the 3l8t ult., 1st inat., and also one by Mr. Gifford. I shall 
endeavor as soon ns possible to send you some papers io these Chancery causes. I 
do regret that 1 did not know that Mr. V. B. was about attending the June lerm of 
the Court of Chanoery. I night have had all my bnauieaa in CiaiB for it. * * • 
* * I have not been in court hut little, either Common Pleas, or Circuit — having 
had a great deal to do in the Bank, and in my Law Business. I want a clerk very 
much, and as soon as Charles* » « « « » x hope yo u g ot my package by 
Hilehenek. I have now $oOOQ io current notes, received since Wedneaday, which I 
would aend by Col. Pitcher, eom»ysl&tff, but he starts from here on foot, and 
'goes on a raft from Fort Miller, and Ul01l|[fa an boOOSt man might bO lobbod Of 
knocked overboard. • » ♦ * ♦ 

J am. unable to say i^nyihing now ABOUT THE NIAGARA BAi^K — only thai 
if Mr, B., [meaning Jacob Baiker], coM he twre of life, he cetdd make U a proJU- 
able concern — but has, in m^ opinion, irons enough io tlw iir0» already, for one man. 
But then he's A HOST himself. If he gels Oie stnrl-, you must stand ready to inter' 
pose a claim for Uie management of the business — that is— if you would be wilUog to 
accept such a place. He wonid require some one that ho eonld fopoae eonfidenco 
in to take charge of it. Thoagh I have no idea that he will get it. ** Double, 
double— toil and trouble," appears to be tlie order nf the day in the Commercial and 
Financial world — where it will land us I am unable to say. » • • • • 
The Auorney General [Mr. Van Buren], is never at home — and when he is, I am 



Digitized by Google 



10 



•o far fi^om him, that I cannot have that direct and eoAstant comQiunication whicli 
the interests of our clients demand. One thin^ I molt eametily desire of you, and 
that is to forward me all notices, papere, &c., that may he served on Mr. K. & 
[Van Buren] as my agent. He would never think of it himself, and my clienia 

iai2:ht he kicked out o? court helbre I knew it. i shall make no more complaints 
about your bad writing, liiougli your scrawls are most infamous* after the capers 1 
iHire ent in tliis epistle. 

« Yours tiulf, 

B. F. BUTLER. 



, [kStint per Mr. Thurman, from Sam)y IIlll.] 

Juie 11, 1819. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany, 
Peab Sir, 

I have received a letter from Mr. Barker, menti(»ung the subject of the 
X7IAG-ARA BANK, and requesting my opinion of a etrtain friend of inmc* fot 
CASHIER, provided he shonld conclude to parcnHse the stock— <0 wMieh I hftve 

replied as follows : — 

**Iom happy to bear, bv your letter, that in the event of your engaging in the 
Niagmnt Bank, you have thought of MY FRIEND HOYT, for Cashier. I know 
of no personwithin the circle of my acquaintance irhom J could recommend with cfjual 
confidence for that sUuahm. HIS INTEGRITY, ZEAL, AND INDUSTRY 
vmnld T am confident, ensure li ra your approbation, and esteem. There can be no 
doubi oi his being amply qualibud for the task. His acquaintance with business is 
general, and extensive, and for perseverance and activity I know of no one who 
surpasses him. His experience in Mercantile business, would alone have qualified 
him for ihe place, but in addition to that he has the advantage of some considerable 
acquaintance wtlh the business of banking, from his employment last year in ihe Mc' 
cAames* and Farmers* Bank, iJiave known him for several years ; intimately, for 
about three. After the unfortunate termifuition of his Mercantile concerns, instead of 
spendinsf his time in idleness, or (^irivg way to despair or dissipation, which is com^ 
monly the case m SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, he resolved Ibrthwiih to enter into 
employment of some kind or other; and, as nothing offered %y which he could do 
belter, he commenced the study of the law. All his friends, (and I amongst the 
rest,) thought this a Yrry forlorn hope, for such had been liis previous active life, 
and so long was his term of study, that I considrrpd it nb^nlutely impossible for hina 
10 confine himself to so irksome au employmeut as u cierk^iilp in a law office, with- 
out any prospect of a speedy admission either to the practice or the profits of the 
profession. He was for nearly three years in my office, and for fidelity and atten- 
tion, perseverance and application, the very best clerk I ever mni with. T consider 
him perfectly competent to examine (A) into the avoirs of the Bank at BuJ'aio^ and 
give you an accurate and judicious account of everv thing that relates to it* It is 
needless for me to say that I feel a deep interest in his prosperity, and that nothing 
tvould sfive me sfreater pleasure than to see him placed in such a situation as would 
give him a competent support; but perhaps it may be necessary to satisfy, you that 
my opinion of his merits is not ovei^rated. I acknowledge that I am his friend, and 
I know that friends, like lovera, are a little blind to the faults of those they esteem, 
but I believe I may safely refer you to any persoa acquainted with Mr. Hoyt, for a 
confirmation of what I have said." 

(A) This is in reply lo a suggestion about sending you up to investigate the 
business, preparatory to a decision on the subject. (14.) I have tent my t^rief ia 
— >- cattte to New York last week by mail. 

' Yours truly» 

B. F. BUTLER. 

June 14. I send you by J. L. Thurmafi, Esq., a package for Mr. Barker, con- 
taining, in current notes, $B,800. I have received yours by Mr, Clark, with $1,300 
in W. and W. notes. 
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fWM 9Wtok'« ovwb— •Bimiia to my. 17 

The saMe to the same. , 

Washington and Warren Bank, ) 
Sandy Hill, June 21, 18X9. \ 

Dear Sir, 

M7 lettet of ymterdaT informed you that I waa engaged in a riMiiin^ fight 
wiih a squadron from Commodore WiswalPs fleet. I send you by Mr. B. Wing, 
$900 in Troy, Lansingburgh, and Albany bills, which I wish yow, if possible » to coa' 
vert into specie. I do not icnow that I shall need it, but it wiU be sufficient with 
what I have, to teaxe the enemy for the whole week, if he should maintain his gronn4 
fir 80'long a time. ***** I do not wish it lisped that I am in want of it 
to rnppt a demand on the Bank. J wish you to say to the bank that you want SMA T Jy 
CHAIvGE ; and for that you will give them current biils. If you can obiam $G00 
it will answer the purpose, and if amall money is not to be had any thing else will 
answer. • # • • • 

B. F. BUTLER 



PretHent ButUr to Mr* HotfL 

Sandy Hill, June 2l8t, 1819. 

Bv the enclosed (which please read, and after that wafer and send by 
Wed nesday's boat,) you \nU learn the situation of affairs here. If Commodore W., 
rejported any thing disadvauiageous, please correct it. I did not otfer, as before to 
Allen, to pay him one bill at a time ; but on Saturday, offertd him a large amount of 
specie, which he declined wailing for me to count. 

If you think liial you can n;H the specie for my notes, which will be chiefly Troy, 
&c., please so inform Mr. Barker. Mr. Bacon is the person who brought the $706. 

Yours truly, 

B. F.BUTLER. 



Washington and Warren Bank, 

Sandy Hill, June 23, 1S19. (Wednesday morning.) 
Jacoh Barker, Esq., New York. 

Dear Sm, * * * » * J have redeemed in the whole 
$780, during the two days past — all in large bills. I have now on hand, about 
$300 in small change, $900 in dollars and live francs, and $200 in gold. With 
this force I etn with certainty sustain myself until Saturday mor;iing, and by 
that time I have no doubt I ahall have a further supply of specie from Mr. 
Hoyt. ***** 

I enclose you a copy of Mr. Oicott's letter. This is a new proof of the wavering 
policy of that Bank, and of the little reliance to be placed on Mr. 01eott*s profes* 
sions or engagements, for he offered of his own accord to me last spring, that I 
might at any time dmw on you at a few days sis^ht, if I chose so to do. * ♦ * 
• * I have this morning had two small sums of our notes presented — the one for 
$75— the other for $91^ — both from Albany ; and both enclosed to Mr. Baird, with 
a request that he. would present them immediately, and that the credit of the Bank 
was completely down, which was the cause of their sending them up. I shall pay 
thesef because the money will go down by the mat! to-day and maji qviet the apprehen' 
sion of some versions who would otherwise send up ; but I shuii request Mr. B. to 
deeling any further cormnission of the kind ; and if any more such calls appear, I 
SHALL PUT THEM ON THE SAME GROUND WITH THE OTHERS. 

As the calls this week have assumed the character of a mn on the Bank, 
you will undoubtedly see the necessity of giving me a supply of specie as soon aa 
poisihla^ 

Yours tralyt 

B. F. BUTLER. 

P« Since writing the above, Wiswall has shown me his money ; he has now 

3 
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14800. Gikhriit liMdeaiMiM.WiUili. f iMmmtmtrMdyto pay in tpetM. 

liot to wait, ina returns in the etage* 

B» F« S* 

♦ 

Tli€«l«tter from Hr. Olcott, referred to iiboTe, was dated ''Mechanics' and 

Farmers' Bank, June 21, 1819," and informed President Butler, thnt they had 
sent for redeni|i[ion, $5,300 of W. and W. bills, by Mr. (jiichnsl, to whom they 
expected that every idi:iiiiy would be given. Mr. Olcott saya — "You are proba* 
My aware, of the determinatioa of the Banks in this city ts take no drafts froiB 
country banks, on the city of New York. * * # * * Our object is to prevent 
country banks from placing funds in N. Y, to speculate on their own depreciated 
paper. That they do operate m \his way, we have good reason to suspect ; other* 
wise wj|Mo tiknrjplaice fumltmt so great a distance from the only spot wher^ <Aejf 
PBET^W TO EfilDEEM, or gire specie valae, to their biHa.*' 



CHAPTER IV. 



Ways and Means continued — How to get a Puff ffom a Young Palroon — Meaning 
of Tons and Loads— The Presidents Puff— Paying inSxxptncts—Coffers fp^ll—^ 
holding up — **Lot the Public wait**— Paying in Chancery suits— Threatening H 
Dehtbr -TaUn<: rare of the Bank — ** Fair and proprr c<W$**''-CliniOn ** Raving 
Mad**— Paying " in a slow way** — Mr, Butler's humanity* 

[FaTored by Caleb Baker» £sq., j 

Sandy Hill> June 29th, 1819. 

Jesse Koyt, Esq., Ill State street, Albany. 

Deaii Hoyt, — The enclosed wiii show you how the " world 
wags.'* One of those persons that I told to watt until their turns came, was THE 
YOUNG PATROON, who had 4 or $500 taken for rents due his father. 

If you know him — as I believe you do— I wish you would FALL IN "WITH 
HIM, and ask his opinion — I know it will be favorable^ although I did not pay him, 
oocoMSO he sat mtain my eountmr, and road the papers, JJiJ) WlN£ 
WITH ME FOR TWO OR THREE HOQRS BEFOilE THE BANK CLOSED, 
and saw every man who liad come from a distanee, or was poor and needy, pai^ ia 
specie without a moment s delay. 

Now, if his opinion is friendly, I dare say it will pass eorrent, AND BE A 
LEGAL TENDER in your DUTCH metropolis, and it toould answer for CIRdU- 
T. ATI ON, &C. Let me hear how every thing ^oes— and what is sakl and done at 
Aibany. . . if ours truly, 

B.F. BUTLER4 

Seal and send the enclosed aft%r reading it. If the loan with Baird was coo* 
eluded, and you expect the specie on Thursday, you may,perhaps ask Caleb Baker 
to Slav for it. If not, tell him there will not be a A LOAD until next week. H£ 
AND EVERY BODY %LSE thinks I have TONS OF IT on the waxf. 



[Per Mr. L. Clark.] 

^ ^ Saott Hat, July 1, 1819. . 

Jesse Hoyi^ Esq., Albanv. 

D£Aft^,^The enclosed you will send by the first boat, after 

reading it, .&c. 

I send you 2o Tubs. You see how boldly we come out I have delibeiated 

lon^r befori; I vetitured it— but, as it's a part of my ** budget of ways and means,*' 

have at length concluded to rim the hazard. 

If the specie for Schuyler's note could be obtained, you could send it by th^ 
beaf«r. 

.Send the papsni on Stiniday. Tell me what yo« think of my bulletin. 

¥o«istraly» B.F.BUTX.ER 
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President fiutier^s manifesto, referred to in the preceding letter, as a part cl ids 
" budget of wajrs and imuis,*' ini imidl lifter Mr. Bukef*! Tiait^ wu m »iiUow*>— 

From t&$ Sand$ HUl TimeM, July 2» 1810. 

The following communication on ^lie tulgeet of the bank in this pkoe, ntf bt 
telied upon as oonilng from aa qffieutl sauree. 

For ih$ Times, 

Washington and Warren Bank.— The excitement in relation to the pdper of t8fe 
Washington and Warren Bank, beginnini; to subside, perhaps it may not be ill- 
timed to request tbte attention of the public to a few prominent poihts, connected 
with the operation? nnci rhnrnr-ter of that inptitntion. The sudden and unexpected 
suspension of pnymnit at the E^cihange Dsink, to?ether with other cnfises, pro- 
duced, very naluraiiy, strong suspicious of the soivcacy of the Washrugion and 
Warren Bank, which wefe greatly increased by the malicious prophecies and 
elanderous reports of persons who rei;;arded its success with jealousy and hatred. 
The consequence was, the rapid and vexatious return of iis notes, accompanied 
with demands for specie, or for such bank paper as is equivalent thereto. Mr. 
Barker, foreseeing this resnJt, and fearing that the bunk might not be able to with* 
stand the Jirst shock, although confident of ultimate success, v^ry fairly assured the 
public, in his address to them, that the Washinj^ton and Wnrrf-u notes would all 
be paid within sixty dayst without promising that the bank would not be compelled 
to suspend, for a snort period, the payment of its notes. It was found, howoYer, 
that a course so unpleasant and distressing was unnecessary, and that the hank, by 
resortin-r tn ifs h'^al rights. So far asit respects brokers and other banks, would be 
able to ride out the gale, and that too without pressing those that owe the bank. It 
has continued, and will cdntinue its redetpptions, and is abundantly able to pay all 
Us debts, to the " uttermost farthing " The debts due to the hank, amohht to more 
than double lAeir notc^ in rirmlntion, and thaxe debts are perfectly secure — there 
is perhaps scarcely one that will not ullimatelx be collected. HdW then can any- 
one be a loser by the Bank ? 

It is true that the Bank has not extended to speculators and tank Agent s^ tfikt 
prompt accommodation which, under flourishing circumstances, would probably 
have neen afforded; and it is also true that it has been pniraged, and |t7*»* now 
engaged in the payment of small specie, to persons of that description ; but it 
must alwavs be remembered, Mai Me Farmers, Mechanics, T¥aveUerS,ani Trades* 
men, toko nave presented it* bills, have been paid in the* most prompt and liberal 
innnnrr. It must also be borne in mind, that the pressure of the times would of 
itseit be a sufiicient excuse fur many things, whicly at a more propitious mooient, 
would be deemed inconsistent with the rules of fair and honorable business ; and 
above all, that the course pursued in this partienkr instance, is adopted for the ex- 
press purpose, not of injuring, but of indemnif^nfr the public. THE BANK IS 
ABLE TO PAY, and intends to pay tts notes, V6t it supposes thai the honest yeo- 
manry, who compose the ** bone and gristle" of the land, are entitled to every ac 
eommodalion, m preference to greedy speculators and arrogant', maided aristocra- 
cies. Those ton vho have '^poisoned the chaTire,''^ have no reason to complain, if 
With retributive justice, rf rs pre!;f'7ited to their Hps s" "or even ^ they are com^ 
felled to taste a portion of its contents. 



Ptendeni Butler to Mr* Hayt. 

Sandt Bjl-l, July 3d, 1819— ll A. tt. 

Dear Hoyt, — All goes on well. Caleb arrived last nic^ht with the reinforce* 
ment. Your " extract" was well timed. I wish you would keep the Albany mer- 
cliaais back. It's rather hard friendship to get our bills together, aud post them up 
here, say 30 days sooner than they would otherwise come. At the worst they 
wouia go into Broker?' lumds, WHICH IS THE BEST PLACE IN THE WORLD 
FOR ME. I have rec eived a very hpi^nrjng, coaxing letter from Mr, Olcott, but OS 
WuwaWs money u not half paid, 1 don't trouble myself about it, 

Yours truly» B* F. BUTLSB. 
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(flefit per Mr. Hand.] 

Sakdy Hill, July 7, 1819. 

PrtvaU and Secret. y 
To J«M Hof t, Esq., Albany. 

Dear iioYT, — J have paid since the Run commenced ^90^*^ 
and over. Ycm know how much I had then. I HAVE A GREAT DEAL 
MORS NOW, and &m m every reepeet ketter eff* The rdnforcemeiit fVom Jacob 
Barker puis me out dan£?er. Have _paid very liberally SINCE IT ARRIVED, 
BTTT SHALL NOW HOLD UP. The public have been paid orer $60dO— the 
Brokers $3000. OUGHT NOT THE PUBLIC TO WAIT A WHILE ? We 
ham CROwED full enough for the present, therefort hoi Utter write no me^re far 
the papere. I shall add a note to •^Eqmi Rishti,'* tpAicA «m/I gail the Maekama 
and Farmers* Bank to the f/uick. 

Finished last Saturday night by trying the replevin, at Glen's Falls — got home 
1 o^clock, Sunday morning. Jury equally divided, 6 and 6 — Sheriff in our favor. 
Skinner and me both summod op ; suited myself and orerybody else. Noticed 
anew for Tuesday, 13— clear case: shall certainly succeed — want the lea^c from 
Van KensRelaer to Caki vv( 11, aath^y gave parol evidence of iu Send it up ia timo. 
Paid iSaLufiiay, liiu 3d, 901 

«« on Monday, m tkaugk tka Baiti ma$ akat, 

** Taciday, 817 

Youn traljr, B. F. BUTLEB. 



Samdt Hill, July 10th, 1819. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., 

DiAK Sia, — My present bnsinesi is chancery. The enclosed bill I 

drew in GTT-cat haste last night and this morninT. I want it presented on Monday, 
and the motion made and urged on the ground of the great injury to the Bank if 
those notes bhould be put iu circulation. Whether Barker^s asbigument to this 
Bank is good or not, we are entitled t& Me injunction. Whether the bills are his or 
ours, the Farmers' Bank have no right to use them; and if they do, we suffer as 
well as J. E. [Jacob Barker.] I want the bill copied, and a copy sent to Mr. Barkef 
for Mr. Wells^ examination. 

If you get the injunction, show it iirst to the State Bank, and tell they folloir 
next — then senre it on Farmers* Bank — then show to Lansingburgh, and tell them 
they shall have the same, nnd had better keen the bills. That is, u you think it best 
to inform the others belure 1 have made out oills against them. 

The M business I have neglected, and never can attend to it. ' Serve the 
petition — give the n' n < — (ill up the proper day — ^make the motion. You and the 
Attorney General [I\Ir. V. Buren], draw the interrcgatoties and eiamme the wi^ 
nesses. / can not^ and must relv wholly on you. 

The Bank is safe, and I mJal^ to keep ii so. I WILL RATHER SUFFER 
THE PUBLIC TO FRET A LITTLE, than hazard the safety of THE INSTL 
TUTION by paying ont TOO FAST. I have paid tkis wedb $2^X^1600 of which 
was Walker. 

Yours truly, 

B. P. BUTLER. 

P. S. — If Schuyler's note was payable here, I would take Washington and War- 
ren gladly, but by his own act he has made it payable in Albany. Now let him 
^y what they will take, except I will take it in | .^lattshurgh and current — 
) Burlinj^ton, ^ cunenu If he has onr notes let him uresent them. If not paid, 
write Baird that it must bo done forthwith, or he will be SUED— Baird will maka 
Jumpay it. 



To Jesw Hoyt, Esqt*, Hi State sUeet, Albany. 

Sahdt Hill, July 14, 1819. 

Send the enclosed by the boat to-morrow— nil goes welL The Chancellor^ 
In my opinion ia disgraceful, partial, uujustifiahl^-^ttr IM»») I ftj 
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from $700 to $1000 dailjr-T-cbiefly in specie— «i^yiit^ oiZ FA IK AND PKOt^ER 
r €aU$» ■ ' , 

I yesterday tried the RefdeTi&^OTer again, aod af^er a prodigieat bard confliet 
obtained the inquisition. This secures the estate. Tht* lease did not arrive in time 
for the trial, as 1 had it at Lake George. Got through summing up at 11 o'clock — 
Jury out till after 1, A. M. — tough business I can assure you. After bank hours, 
rode through sun and duat to Lake George — 12 milea — tried the eavee— up till 2, A. 
M. — up again at J past 4— home before bank liours. 

CLINTON IS KAVING MAA BfiSiDE BEING A FOOL. But I have no 

time for more. Yours truly, 

^ B. P. BtTTLER. 

Capt. Coffin's letter contaips cash. Let me know whether the ComptroMer foand 
the account of public monies received by the Attorney General [M. V. Bnran] during 
my agency, cori;ect. I furniahed it last mail. 

(Sent by Mr. Bacon.) ' 

"When it becnme evident ihnt ^Tr. Biirker would neither purchase the " good-wiir' 
of tlio broken Bank of Niagara, at Hulfalo, nor sustain the Washington and Warren 
Bani, Mr. Hoiyt removed from Albany to New York to practise lair, having takeo 
•at llcenaeat aa an aitomey-at«law, and a ao1ieiter-in-chaneery. 



SARAirooA Srtuicos, Ang 24tb, 1819. 

To Jesse Hoyt« Esq., New York, 

Dear Sir, ♦'♦#•••*•♦ Your brother 
[Lorenso Hoyt,] has charge of the Bank during ray absence— Mr. Barker lelk na 

this morning for the south. » * * ♦ * 2%^ Bank ivill go on paying daily, 
IN A SLOW WAY, until Mr. B. [Barker] is able to give me some liqeral assist- 
ance — and in the meantmie I shall take it slow and easy for the future, without la))or- 
ing as I have done Ibr the two- months past, which have been in every respect the 
most laborious and perplexing of my life. I felicitate myaelC however, with the ror 
flection, that I have reliererf ATANi HUNDREDS f>f j:rrsons who would have been 
almost ruined if we had slopped as Mr. Barker advised mc — thai I luivekept t*» PAR- 
TIALLY tlie credit of the paper in Ike vicinily of the Bank, which in tike event 
c»f atopi^ng would have been at 50 or 60 per cent diaconot — and that, in all that I have 
V done, I have been actuated by a sincere desire to promote the intereata of my em* 
ployer, and the welfare and preaervatioo of the community. • • * • 

In haste, your friend, 

B.P.BUTLEE. 



0 . ■ ~ — 

CHAPTER a|P 

Messrs. Butler and Barker''s manafrement of the "Washtngton and Warren^ and the 
Exchange Banks, reviewed. ' Their statements of the conditions of these institw 
ftOM. TAa truth told too /eft. Afr. Hoyt^s ejictent agency, Pi^t and puffers. 

Mr, Butler*8 public career — his rapid advancement — the h\ph and honorable 
posts he has occupied — the very lucrative situation be now iiils — his standing aa 
n moraliat, and professing christian — these are known— but of hia jprindpUs^ aa 
developed in the preceding letters, his countrymen have hitherto remained In pro- 
found ignorancp. lie denonnces in the Sandy Iltii Times, greedy speculatorn and 
a^rrogant monlt i anstdcr tr i* s, and this too from the shop counter of a chartered, 
exclusive, banking munupoiy, of which he was the richly endowed High Priest; 
and whiehwaa then evading the payment of, ita jnat debts, by counting ont aix- 
pencee and other amaU ehange, to harrass those who held thousands of dollars of 
its paj>er, for which they had jriven the full value. He tells the public that ♦'the 
Bank is able to pay, and intends to pay its notes," — that it has continued, and 
«3I cdntintie tea rederoptioiis, and ia aouodantly able to pay aU ita debtr:to tho 
X * e m i n a t fc fthi a g ,'*--nnd (hia he aolemniy afllnii» op his lionor aa n man, nod ia 
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hip official capftcity aa the preaidioff otf c«r of tbe eorporatjoii. His ^ bvHflthi,** as hat 
calls it, was copied ioto the N. Y. Evening Post, the AllMinr papen, aod aN wrelr clie 

sfnip. His fen-ent piety f^nvp %vrip;ht To hi'^ n«:9^ations — the people believed, ^erc 
deceived, and he admits to xMr. Hoyt, io bia leU«r of Nov. 16, that bis character had 
suffered severely in coosequence. 

If he toM the troth* that the Bank was perfectly aolvent, what are we to thinlc of his 
abiding friendship for Jacob Barker, who had allowed its notes to fall to 40 cents, cash ? 
Mr. Bmler remained as President of the bankrupt concern until it wns intimated that 
\m princely income was to be tak«:n away, next year in February. On the Uth of 
Fehniaiy, 18S0, tiie notes of the W. and w. Bank were quoted in the EveniDs Post, 
as worth 37i cents — and on the 4th of March, at only 35 cents per dollar, while Bar- 
ker's Exchange Bnnk notes had found thetr iev^ at 20 cents* Still we find Fiesident 
3atler at his desk m iSandy Hill ! 

On the 17tb of September, 1821, Beers and Bunnell, quote W. and W. notes at 46 
to 50 cents; snd in Oetobfer the Evening Post has W. and W. at 45 cents, and Bar- 
ker's Exchange notes pnyahle in N. Y., at only 12J cents per t'ollar. Next year they 
were sold at 10 ( ents for a dollar note. In Jnne, 1^04, ;ilti r the W. and W. "R-,ink 
notes — Uum ^i60,0u0 to $300|000 — perhape twice as iiiucii (lor there is no beHuviug 
anjr thing tint such poisons as Barker inay assert) — after its notes were bought 4n at 
50 to 75 per cent discount, thenr— but not till then — did this fraudulent concern, re* 
commence again "ca?^h payments," which Mr. B;irker or his instruments kept up for 
some years — but the Exchange Bank was a dead tailure, of which its owner got rid by 
taking the benefit of die state insolvent'law. 

In August, 1819, Mr. Jacob Barker issued a pamphlet, ds^edat his Exchange Banlc 
n bundle of which he sent to Mr Butler, at Sandy Hil), for general drcuiation— one 
of these is now before me. It states. 

That he (Mr. Barker,) began his Exchange Bank, in New York, with a substantial 
capital of $250,000; that it nourished till May, 1819— that the average or usnal oircu- 
lation of its notes was over h;df a million of lollars — that in that month he ceased to 
pay out Exchange notes, substituting Washmgton and Warren, (which occasioned 
the run on his President, at Sandy Hill ;) — th^t from the Ist of August, 1818, to the 
1st of Msy, 1819, he had redeemed at par .$&82,11& of W. and W. notes, while 
others were purchasing (hem at a discount," — that from April 26th to June 19lb, 
there was not one thousand dollars of the W. and W. bills returned for redemption— 
and that he cmsidarttl the W. and W. Bank, «• FliUM THE KNOWLEIXiE HIS 
HAPOF ITS CONCERNS, AS GOOD AS ANY OTHEH, TF NOT THE BEST 
IN AMERICA." 

Mr. Barker further said, in this pamphlet of his — hecause I l-noic the paper to he 
good, I recommend to gmv man ^vhose good opinion I ivish to preserve, to take the notes 
if lAe 'WatAtn^ftMi a»d Warm Bank, and also the notes of the Exchange Bank Jot any 
property he wt$kes to tdL" 

Ag^in^ — 

♦* The notes of the W. and W.,^yable in N. Y., will, from this dnte be punctually 
redeemed at this (Exchange) Bank ; and the others will conitnue to be redeemed at 
the Bank at Sandy Hill." 

*• I confidently ( alt ulnte that no man will approach the polls at the next Spring slso- 
tion, with a bill [of tlie Exchange Bank] in his pocket, which he cannot Uien coDfert 
into money, a^z/ar, if he chooses to do so.** * 

Thne showed that all this was a deception of the most unprincipled, reprehensible 
character, but it did not diminish the close intimacy then inbsistiag between Jessr 
Hoyt, Jacob Barker, and Martin Van Buren f 

After stating to bis friend Hoyt, (23d of June,) that he had paid in cash two sums 
n&onntuig to $166, Mr. Bntler threatens that if any more such calls should appear, 
he would place them in their turn among the bank ciedhois he was then tantalizioz 
with sixpences and other " small change." ' 

Wh^u Mr. Olcott oomplaiDs of Banks wluch speculate in Oteir r>im depreciated 
'^^^ «"5 ™* " oniy spot where they pretend to 

redeem" their bills, (whidi was the case urith the W. and W.) the W sabbath 
keepm^ Mr. Butter, threatens to write for the papers, what would gall Ms 
(Ulcottj^) "bank to the quick." Ai]d when he (Butler) apprehended that his notes 
«0Wa be demaaded when due, by banks boUUng quantities, he sent Jessa Unqi to 
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l^ni^ them by threatening some, and trying oilierj^ with veiiatious proceedings io 
' Chanceiy.* 

The location ot Saody Hill, far in the rear of Albany, out of tfaa wiqr of alt bnti- 

ness, and to be approached only through bad roads, and at expense, was wel! ^-bosen 
:i9 a means to evade payments — and the selection oi ^ young, keen, needy attorney, « 
the partner of Mr. Van Buran, who oould play off Chancery and other sorts of law, 
in lieu of s[)erie, when trouble oame ; who could drink wine wit|^ the Young 
Patroon" for three hours, behind the bank counter, pf^rsnnrle him to take back the 
• base notes of a base bank instead of specif, and give kio^l the hint to fall iu with ■ 
him," and get his " opinion'' to be used as " a legal lander" to gull the Duidh,*'—- 
are proofs of Barker^ cunning. A Bank President who would pray of a Snnday, 
the loudest and the longest — and on the Monday chuckle Aver the credulity of 
his country neighbors, who while they received as dollars his worthless promises, 
believed he had tons of specie on the way to redeem them. If such a man shall 
be continued in the very responsible office of U. S« Piatriet Attoin^* at N. Y., ' 
with $20,000 of yearly inceine, by Mr. PoIk« or confirmed b^ the Senate, afaould his 
name be sent to them, I have mistaken very much the feehngs and temper of this 
great republic. 

In his secret" note to Mr. Hoyt, July 7, he tells them that there was plenty of 
means to pay, but he would now bold up." ** Ought not the public to wait awhUe 1** 

Let " the public fret a little." He was, (July 11), " s itisfying all fair and proper 
calls," — and {-lugust 94), Lorenzo Hoyt (his asstst uit) was " paying in a slow way." 
This, too, not two months from, the date of his assurance, thruugii the press, that; the 
bank' had abundant meaui and would pay to die *' uttermost lartbing T' If David 
Henshaw failed in the Senate, what hope is there for B. F. Butler ? He speaks of 
humanity and forbearancp, and in the same breath (his 10th of July postscript), bids 
Hoyt threaten poor 8cimyler with the terrors of the law, if he would not redeem his 
note in better currency than that which he and Barker had declared to be *t the * 
best iu America." 

Cases are on record, in which Bankers, with empty vaults, have handed parcels 
of their bills to prorended creditors, who appearing to come frona a distance, and 
receiving, as ii seemed, large sums in payment, have produced eti'ects similar to 
that recorded of *• the Young Patroon." I do not say that Wiswall was of that 
class, but it is evident, by Mr. Butler's own showing, that all his redemptions, both 
with c:<sh and the bills of other banks, in May, June, abd July, amounted to a smaller 
sum than a real bank pays in an hour or two in the ordiaaiy transaction of its 
bneioess. ' ' 

Among those who censured the universal stoppage of Bank payments, and the re- 
lief law of 1 837, it is presumed that we will not find on raoord the name of Benjamin 
Franklin Butler. 

Mr. Hoyt got his friend Butler's letters published as puifs at Albany. " Your ex- 
tract was well ttmedt" injt Butler, (July 3d). Here is the extract. 

Wariiiogton and Warren Bank. 

Wednesday, SOih June^ 1819. 

Messrs. Webstere & Skinners, — The following an extract ftom a letter, dated 
•* Sandy Hill, June Q9, 1819." If you think its publication will be of any service to 
community, you will please to give it a place in your paper. 

Sandy Hill, June ?0, 1PT9. 
*'The run upon the bank still continues, hut the alarm in this part of the country 
is wholly subsided. The appearance of Mr. Barker in good health and spirits ammg 
««, satisjied the people ^uU uU WatMngion and Wttrrtn Bank wndd stuUdn no loss' 
by his temporary suspension. All are da&gHUd ioitk the accommodating disposition of 
Mr. Butler^ Oie Presi.lent. When there were more calls than he could satisfy with 
his own hands, he called in his neighbors to assist him in paying. And when there 
were more than all could attend to, he requested those persons Ant came triA tiM - 
fcllli^ to lav them down tncl take as many doHan in specie as they left in bilb, and 
Mdie tD.gnre room for odi«» . Many c«n« .and wir the comltr toaded dofwn wiih 
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f^ld anii silver, md went wmtty aoHiM that ^ was well, and that Sandy HUl was . 

rot wifbnrit irs ' frrains of urohL^ Von may tell yowr Alhnnj- banks that they hnd bet- 
ter be a httie more sparing oi their denuaciatioDS, for tiieir own vaults raay have to 
aloue <(>r the siqs of their keepers. Sell all the ^oods you can for these notes. But you 
liad better not send up until the alarm has proved groundless, as 'you may be trod 
OD io the crowd. When you do seud, however, you will always have the preferencb 
over brokers in being waited upon, for we do not much admire those leeches upon th# 
* body pohtic' io this part of the country." 

Another puff is given in the New York Evening Post, as an extract of a letter from 
• Jacob Rrirker, dated ?-=th June. "I left Sandy Hill yesterdrty. The bank has Mt 
atoppeU payment — it hmU not stop jpayment; which please promui^te," 



. GHAPTEft Yh 

'Dc Witt CUntoa blamed in life^ but praised afterward. Party spirU degeneraiing vhIq 

faction. Hints for the Convention of 

"Clinton is raving mad, beside being a fool," says Mr. Butler, in one of his private 
letters to Mr. Hoyt. "I think the situatifm of the Ciovernor is daily becoming more 
desperate," says he 'again. Expressions iike these are not unfrequent in his corre- 
apondence, but it would appear, on r^reuce to his remarks anid the resolutions which 
he moved in the House of Assembly, at the time of Mr. Clinton's death, that he had 
about that time changed his opinion. He tb^re s|jokp of " the illustrious dead," Whose 
name was more likely to be perpetuated in history than that of any otlier son of New 
York since its first settlem^it — said there never had been aught personal in his 
(Mr. B**s) opposition, save respect for the character and admiration of the talents of n 
man "whose amiiition it was to be distinguished as the friend of lenrninnr and morals, 
and as the advoc ite and patron of ereiy measure, calculated to promote the weUare, or 
itici euse the giury ol liie State." 

** Let the f^atesmen of the present day, those who are now engaged in the carp pt of am. 
httion, leanx wisdom from his example. The grave of Clinton wUl soon cover the recol- 
lections of his political honors, and in it win be buried the trimnphs and reverses of the 
hour. But his fame as the patron of schools and seminaries (rf'leariyns', as the finaifl of 
niorils snd benevolence, and as the ardent champion of every great public improvment. 
Will tioui ish while time shall last. Need 1 remind you of his efforts to call out und to fos- 
ter the latent genius of our people Need I speuk of his labors in aid of that great woofe 
which has conferred so much gl^f on his native State, and so largely contributed to the 
happint:!<s of its inhabitants 7 By conaecting his fortunes with the success of that stupen- 
dous project, and by devoting to it the best energies his mind, what an nafading«wreatt 
did he secure ! So long as the waters of the great lakes shall flow^ tbtong^ tbis new dtan* 
nel to the AtlaatM^ so long shall history record his name !" 

I have quoted Mr. B.*8 remarks from tha New York Statesman of February 15» • 
1828. Mr. Van Buren's, in a meeting of members of Congress from New York State, 
held in the Capitol at W^hingtoo, February 19, are taken frbm General Green's 
Tel^raph :■— 

**The high order of bis talents, the untiring zeal and great success with whleh 
those talents have, through a aeries of years, been devoted to the prosecution of plana 

of great public titility, are also known to you" ♦ * # ♦ "the greatest im- 
provement of the age io which we hv e was commenced under the guidance of his 
councils, and splendidly accomplished under his immediate auspices" • • • • 
"the triumph of his talents and patriotism, cannot ftU to become monuments of 
hi^h and enduring fame." Mr. V. B. then moved a resolution declaring Mr. Clinton 
ibr ''proudest ornament" of New York State, and "a distinguished public heno- 
fuctor." 
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Wby it was that Mr. Butler aod bis fricDds gave to the measures of Governor Clin* 
ton au aiiuosi iad^crimioatiog opposUioD~why Silas Wright, Azariah C. Flagg) and 
the party enlisted under Mr, Van Buren, takiog advaq^age of an aceideotal majoriQr 
in the legislature, removed him from his seat at the canal board, where he had sat^ 
without salary, neither Mr. Van Buren's nor Mr. Butler'/ eulogies will explain — but^ 
the following extracts from a letter from the Clerk of the House of ^Assembiy, may 
aid tboae who are in the habit of guessing : 

JSdwtri Lifringitmh Mhany, to Jew Soyt, Nem Tori; 

[Post mark, Albany, Dec. 5,] 1823. — '* Esleeck put the «»forip? in circulation in 
Ntw York that I was under Van Bureu's influeDce, made u speecii^ but yuu 
Mow without my telling you, thAt he is an egregious liar. • • • * I have 
seen the Governor [Yates] since I last wrote, ah is decidedly in favor of Caucus 
Dominations, and confoundedly puzzled about givinar fhr choirf of EUectors to the 
People — but he says that tke Ksjpubucak ^arl^ ougiu not to be afraid to go ia tht 
People. 

lie will recommend the measure, in my opinion* This I wioto you before— bol^ 

if possible, I am now surer of it than I was before. 

The Republican members of the House, it is thought, will hold a Caucus ujmi Ods 
question ; and, after coming to a conclusion, all go one way or tlie oUter. IF CL1N> 
TON IS VERY DANGEROUS THEY WILL GO ONE WAY, AND IP IT 
IS THOUGHT HE CANNOT MAKE ANY DIFFICULTY THEY WILL 
GO T'OTHER WAY." ^ 

Was Cardinal De Ketz very far wrong when he said, that ** nothing but a coatiuu- 
aee of good fortune is able to fix most men*s friendship ?** 



Extract from a letter — Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse — dated at Albany, De- 
cpmbpf 24th, 1823. — " A meeting has been called, and is now, thie moment, in full 
operation, in relation to the Presidential Electors. It was started by two notorious 
pofiCieB] lenegadoes, to wit, W. EsleeclL and Jacob Lansing — men who, despairing of 
oecoming great by any other means than dirough the medium of such meetings, and 
vrhn have bernme misnnthrnpeg because the world and its people will not acknowlef^^e 
their superiority and greatness. To name a few of those who composed the,meeting will 
supersede the necessity of any further comment as to its political cast*— P. T. PariMTt 
£. Baldwin, William James, J. Alexander, the Townsends, P. Gansevoort, the CassI* 
dys, G. Hawley, Sy>encer, Stafford, <kc. T trust that Republicans and the People in 
general will know from whom this popular measure, of iiimmj; the choice of Electors 
tq the People, emanates. The measure itself I must say, as I always have saidt is a 
SgntbUean nm—btU'tk* «9W«s fiam mAim k springs ssiK vmukr U unpopvlof wUk 



GRAPTER V]!. 



Afn Butler feels public censure — %s considered as had as Barker. He exhorts Mr. 
Hoyt to keep the Sabbath — su^u^ds Judge Skinner — is ambtttous, quotes Cesaf% 
Iwomes an iiciinopolitUtmr—a htdOaU* lit* J^rker stops his s(dary, amd IciM tkt 
htn^^fthoMlvonilawf. Jnig^VanNonsemiMBwUiedkjfiax^eeii^fM^ 

SAimT Huiliavi 16, lata. 

"Jesse Hoyt, Esq.. New York. 

M¥ Deak Sm»-^ ♦ • # • I am certainr dMt WO 

poor wight 0fw labocsd mm shMMorety ftr Ao pniJIc. good, sr mti m i more ef 
jp/Mc censurs <md abut4» For the last seveo or eight weeks, however, we have had 
compamiim^ mlH tiPM •mA I hm: had lomo laiMre for hnf> miding v>d law 
Ifbor. . ^ , ^ 

You are tifiA in loppoaing that thA lato cataatiophe (for I ooMidtfr itJUO MKriC 
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Aat Amna) in tbe Exchange Bank, is a coromoTi niisfortiiQe* To me especialWflt 
^8 a great one. Ihad cheerfully ^v frrrd the depreciation of OUR PAPER, that Mr. 
B. [Barker] might in the meaotime bend all his efforts to the Exchange Bank, and 
in the resumption oC payment there, hoped for the most .auspicious resnlta* The 
matter is past meodiBg, and no doubt it is all for the best We continme pm^ng 
daily in a small way, mare to relieve Oic sufferings of mmmunily than for nny other 
purpose. Ttie credit of the paprr is very low in this country — hardly any one takes 
it at par-<-and were it not for the bniaii payments u[ which I spuke, do oue of my 
oeighbofs wonid have any confidence in the ultimate solfency of the institntioo. 
Some few, inferring from what has been done and what Is now doing, that tbn 
intention is TO PRESERVE THE BANK, are rather disposed to think faforably 
of the concern. ••*,*• 

. By the bye, my character it so (depreciated at AH»any (aceofdiag to report) that but 
few of my old acquaintances Wotild acknowledge or 'receifd me. Some of them, I 

hear, have the kindness and condescension to compassionate and pity me, while oth- 
ers c oji.sidt r me ftdl a.f had as Jacob Harkf^, vvhich in these days is Considered a 
pretty severe specimen ui mvecuve aud reproacli. tSu be iL. ^ 

They cannot rob me of fine natar»*t grace, 

They cannot shut the windows of the sky, 
Tlif-v c.iTiiiot bar my constant foet tn t>acf 
The woods and lawns, by living stream at eve, 
^ Of ftrngrrTeason, mrtih naught can me benavs. 

] am sorry to observe that you are obliged to turn casuist in order to reconcile 
your labors to your own sense of duty. # * • • • Notraeeoneo- 

lation can ever be derived from anything that requires the neglect of a religiona 
dtity. The ways of wisdom, and of wisdom only, "are ways of pleasantness** — 
her paths, and hers oolyt " are paths of peace." Mrs. Butler joins in afiectionaie 
mmembfanee. Truly yours, 

B< F* B* 



Sakdt Hill, Dee* 17, 1819. 

Jeasa Hoyt, Esq., Albany. 

Mr Dear Sir,— We have been much troubled by visitors at the 
Bank for the 10 days past. The CourL of Common Plen?, which sat in the village 
a part of two weeks has just adjourned. You can hardly conceive how much 1 
was Yezed and molested. Every man who owned a dollar of our paper made n 
point of bringing it along. I made my dehut as an attorney— was employed in two 
cause*? which I tried and argued, and had very £:ood snccess. There is but little 
law business doing in this connhr* Such complamts you never heard from lawyexe, 
•nf dnllnem of the times tndtiin aeaieity pf money. 

Moat truly youia, ^ B. F. BTTTLEB. 



LMailed, Hudson, Feb. 9.] 
, ^ _ HuDSOw, Feb. 7th, 1820. 

Jeme Hbyt, Esq., Attorney at Law, New Toik. 

Dear Friend^Hio release of Mr. Youle is enclosed. 

We have no Commissvmer at ottr village, (tkemmJU for it being chiejly BucktailsA 
and 1 therefore brought it with me. • • • • * • ♦ • You are THE 
ONLY PERSON to inAem J ever wrUe aeept en burineti te^cs^ and perhaps I 
should write less firequently than 1 now do were it not for the oeeasional necessity 
of the correspondence. Not that 1 dislike the employment, or ha?e fomtten th» 
friend— neither is the case. 

I have a tolerable prospect of getting a livelihood by my profession at Sandy 
Hill, the appointannt of Mr. Skinner and his consequent desertion of Han bar, hnvu. 
ing left room for some other pereon. I have taken his office, but whether I shs^ 
fill iiis place remains to be seen. / have been urged to hold myself in re»erre unfit 
^pring and then Tenwve Lo JScw York wUh an old Ihend of ours,* (M. V. B.j, but I 

•MjLitiii Van Buna. 
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prefer itmiiiiag whtn I m. A Mtag itODe gidien no moss/* and though I eefw 
tainly woold not bave goue from AXhMitfluA 1 known wiiftt would have fefiowed, I 

have too much pride to keep always on the move — and upon the whole do not regret 
the removal. Besides, I doubt whether it would be advisable to locate myself in New 
York, even with the aid of wealth and talents. TU saying of C^afs^ that he vxndd 
roAerheiktfirtt inaimdUvUlagetkm^teeomdatMometU afah expreariM 
tmUimeHU of most men. M New York lewld never hope to he even €ie SECON]>- 
wbere I am [Sandy HilH perhaps it may not be too presumptuous to aspire to higher 
honors, I believe Mr. Van Buren does not wish to have it known that he removes to 
New York in the Spring, therefore, if you hare not already heard of it, you will 
please consider what I say as inter nos. I am fearful that Mr. Barker's mlnortiUMB 
will prevent you from realizing all the prospects you indulged in when 1 last saw you. 

Since my resolution to get all the law business I could, and to present myself be- 
fore the public in that capaciQr, I have thrown off the restraints I had before pre- 
•enred with regard to an tnterlneiiee in Geiint^ aflkh% and hare engaged widi aome 
warmth, but pure intentions {as IJiope)^ in the political warfare. 

Education, habit, inclination and principle all conspire to make me A. BUCKTATL. 
I have no sinister views to gratify — no resentments to satiate— no other object but the 
well heing of the State^^entore my endeavors shall be to confine myself within the 
golden mle, of " doing to others what I would have them do to me.** 

I have received a letter from Mr. Barker, stating that the bank was unable to pay 
me the salary I have hitherto received any longer, which is what I have been compelled ■ 
to look for for some time vast^ and which will render my prospects rather gloomy. ' 

• B. F. BUTLER* 



CHAPTER Vm. 

Mr. Sutler on Judge W. W. Van Ness, Van Ness and the Bank. Sutler, BarKevy 
and the conspiracy trials of 1826^7. The Lift and Fire Company. SlocJfjobbing, 
Bvrka'e OowBMSUon and £eUm> Mr, Van mrrm aind (&e Wariangton md 1VSn«- ' 
fos Bank Charier, 

Mr, Butler to Mr. HoyU 

Albany, March 17, 1820. 
My dear friend, ♦ • • ♦ * Jt ia but seldom that I hear from our friend 
Mr. Barker, for the very substantial reason, as I suppose, that he has nothing to com- 
•mnnieate. Do yon tbfaik he will be discharged in April I And can yon form urw 
sort of estimation as to the ultiniaCe result of his affairs I • • « • • «r 
I do not yet precisely know what are Mr. Van Burfin's expectations, nor do I be- 
lieve he does himself. Mr. Edmonds, who is now with him, has had some con- 
versation with him on the subject of business at New York, but Jhavenoa^^e- 
kenskmi that he would form a em m e etian wA $o young avraetUioiur* • • • • . 
• • • • • The ^Committee of IfMpihy intended to lepoit neit woek» but at 

. * Mr. Butler hera alludes to a committee of the Ateembly, appointed to bunilre Into the conduct of Judge 
W. W. Van Ness, accused of taking bribes. In January, 1820, the N. Y. American made a specific charg-e 
against the Judge, a member of the Assembly of N. Y., and an Attorney of Columbia Co., that they had 
shared $30,000 of a bribe from the bank of America for assisting in the pas.sago of its special charter, m 
1813. General Root moved for a Committee on the 28th, to inquire whether it was true that Judge V. N. 
had accepted $5000 for his services to the bank in the Council of Revision, and remarked, " that if all the 
circumstances of bribery and corruption that marked the progress of that charter were to be developed and 
linraTeled,it would take the committee a long time to perform their duty." A committee of nine was ap- 
■ototed. 11m JndM. instead of comtag manfully forward, like aa innocent man, asked to be allowed tin 
aid vT fcwdtolfaiKMM lawyers, he himself also pleading his oiril eanae. Six of tlie committee wen alw 
lawyers, and their chairman was the partner of the Judge's senior ooWMeL Quirks and quibbles tiiere were 
in abundance, but, say Messrs. Charles King, J. A. Hamilton, and JoliBstonVejplanck, in The American, of 
April 13th — " under all these restrictions our case was fully made out." It was shown that, 

1. The Board of Directors of the bank of America refused to permit so much of their book of minutes to 
be seen by the Committee as contained the entry for the payment to Elisha Williams, of $20,000, with the 

■ses it was to be ; at to> and tte aaotives ioc tlie payment, tiuHif b tint eaiaj wooid piahably havtf aettiod 
ttevusttab 
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« * BAWKHil AMD JUOOM HI TSOVBLS. 

VtaNevlinrmtyef ratrmied, IdonotlMliefetli^wilibemidj. That cob* 

looks very dark for his Honor. If he is innocent he has been very nowise in tiM 
course he has adopted. If he shall be convicted, ultimately, what a degrading cir 
cumstance it will be for the judicial character of our State ! It was cmce our pride 
and oroameut — but how are the confidence and respect of-^e public to be preserved 
wh«i its nwmben an mifwetaf, mocli leai whon tfacgr an arraigned for **high crimM 
aad iniideimaDoff }*'— la trath mr ynj linoere friend, 

B. F. BUTLEIU 

The reader may have perhaps had an impression that, in 1819, Mr. Butler was in 
•ome degreet the dupe of nia eanning reladre, Jacob Barker. Sodi waa in no ro- 
apect the case. Between these financiers and thehr friend Mr. M.Van Bnren the very 
best understanding continued to prevail, and prevails to this very hour. Mr. Butler 
acted as Mr. Barker's agent lon^ aifter he left Sandy Hill — did business for the W. dc 
W. bank, when, after ** getting u its notes,'* it opened shop again — was Mr. Barker's 
advocate when, in 1826-7 he was thrice tried, never acquitted but again and again de* 
clared to be guilty of enormous frauds, by upright and intelligent juries, in the New 
York Circuit Court — and pleaded hard with the jury not to convict, aiding also other 

financiers" then there placed in some trouble, to appease a pillaged and insulted 
tommunity, and eieape the penitentiaiy and i^lmy, a doom wlmui some of them veiy 



9. The receipt which Mr. Bmrall took from WilHami for that lutn, which be handed to hii SMCeMor and 
asked Urn to wing it to Albany, fbo latter refused, eayJnf It would not bo neceeiaij, and when at Albany 
doaiad •& recdIlectTon oTIt. • 

8. Messrs. John Duer and Rudolph Banner swear positiTely that Judge Van Nesi twice confessed to each 

of them, separately, that he was entitled to one third of the $20,000 received by Williams — that he feared 
that Williams meant to defraud him, and only give him $50nn— tliat the money was a gratuity to him (the 
Judge) from the bank of America— and that Williams claimed a part of the cash for Grosveiior, of Columbia 
Co., on the express grounds that he had been as useful in getting the bill through the Legislature as either 
of them. This was tlie bank which Governor Tompkins prorogued the Legislature rather than agree to its 
incorporation in 181 2. 

4. It was shown that Judge V. N. had Riven contradictory accounts of the way he became entitled to this 
** gratuity,**— that Mr. Williams had done the same — and that a story about an agreement of the bank of 
America to lend the (country) bank of ColumUa $190,000 in caahyfor 15 years, at 1 per cent intereal, ontha 
aeeurinr of ttio corporation, to benedt the Ibnnor bani^, for cancefllnf which m. Williams asserted that the 
$10,000 was obtained, was quite absurd. Mr. Wolcott, who alone CMiducted the negotiation with Ut. Wlt» 
naniB, twore he never heard of it— and that no additional aefrurlty waa asked or given— that a loan waa 
agreed on, but at 6 per cent instead of 3 — to prove which he produced the original proposal of oven date 
■with the bond. The Judge got the $5000, it is true, but General Root's inquiry affected his health — he died 
eonie years after. 

What a dangerous thing, in a country where every one depends on the laW as a protector. Is it to have 
judges ready to hold out the hand for "a gratuity," while with the tongue anu pen they sit as the paid min- 
Istera of the law, perverting justice! With mt. Van Ness, bank gratuities were not new. When, in 
March, 1805, a faithful comimttoe of the Assembly of that day aaked leaVe to report the evidence of whole 
•■to bribwjr la the matter of Oie Merchants' Bank charter, leave was refused, and six members implicated 
in the dnurge added, to dela7 or crash Investigation ; of taeoo Kr. Yaa Ness was the flrat named, and he' 
appears in unenviable preeminence on the memorlalft of legislative ftality in those early times of bank 
fraud. The press had exposed the legislature— Mr. Van Ness voted for n notion to prosecute the. editor el 
the Citizen for libel, which was agreed to^ and agdnst another to permit htan en the trial to give tha tmtli 

In evidence, and it was rejected. ' 

Judge Van Ness and Klisha Williams were old colleagues, gentlemen of talent, perhaps, butseemin^y 
■afjarSeas of the institutions and morals of their country. 1 think it was Qovernor Lewis who selected thtt 
•linvtlsgMalerasnflapreBwCoaitjadg^laiaoo. > 



• The extraordinary failnresj injOetawnta, and trials «f 18M-7, aad the faits playad la ttMtthy ] 
Butler and Barker o^ght to receive a brief notice here. 

It to the interest of the land owner and rteady-going basbiese>man and capitalist, to have the enrrenev, 
the mtmey la cfaoolatloi^ tar which houses, lands, mannftietures, labor 4ke. are nuBeauiad. of one real sn^ 
•tantial, uniform value, when gamblers in the legislature are allowed to tamper wttti the money current 
In the country, they pursue their private interests at the expense of tlie state, which they speedily throw 
Into confusion, create innumerable profitablo jobs at every turn of the dice, chaD^e their ideal paper shekels 
Into the more solid substance of land, and laugh at the folly of its ancient possessors, in allowing them to 
do All this. Mr. Barker, having, as hb sats, nothing more to lose, entered Wall street as a dealer In 
Stocks and funds, scrip and hocus pocus ; and In September 1826 was indicted by a New York grand jury, 
along with Messrs. Mark Spencer (who had figured m 1823, in the Chemical Bank affairs,) G. w. Brown, 
and otheri>, for conspiring together to swindle ordefiaud the Morris Canal, Tradesmen's, and Pulton Banke, 
and the Life and Fire Co., all of that city. After a trial of twenty-five davs the jury abutfroed, a lottery- 
•Me* broker, having, as it is stated, stood out for Barker. Tbey were tried again In Hmdivuit Court, b6> 
ibre Judge Sdwttrda, In November, and (bund guilty. Barker applied to the fanaw Court, got a ne« 
trial, and waa en the ISth of July, 18S7, a steoni thno found guilty. Mr. Mtawbll, fNahflet Attovney, did 
his duty nobly, In behalf of the country— but what will not money, party influence, and a host of Induential 
and learned counsel effect for a partisan stock-jobber, when caught as Barker was ? The indictments, tri 
als, verdicts, and the expense, vast as that must have been, ended in a heavier tax on honest citizens, and 
Jacob escaped llic State Prison, through the aid of such a judiciary as Van fiiuen, Hoyt, Biair, Butler, and 
lySuHivon describe. I hope tlie Convention, m 1840, will purify it a little. 

B win Haled ea BKkeCa tank thatlMhadlentthaLUb sadMio Go.$UO^Io|ssv«Btitive«fto|^ 
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THB NEW YORK FINANCIAL FRAUDS OF 1826 



OO'tlft 7tll of May, 1881 1 ibm Sandy Hill Times announced, that the banking 
business would soon be resumed in that village, and that Mr. Geore;e R. Barker, the 
tpccessor of B. F. Butler, as cashier, had arrived* and was preparing for the resump 
lioii of paymeots in the precious metaL** No aoch rasoinption, however, took place 
lbryeai»— chit UMMNineflnMiit wia» itaelC aitew epeenlaiwn at tba expenae oif tin 
farmer. 

Id 1823, this G. R. Barker was in Nantucket, making interest to be a New York 
aoctioneer. In 1824, its notes being bargained lor at a few cents per dollar, the bank 
began to pay again for a time. • * 

ping payment— and this at a time when that corporation was makinr dividends out of pretended profits, 
which induced the public to place confidence where none was due. How could he, an insolvent aebtOTf 
Iritb two broken banks tied to his skirts, lend any one $130,000 1 If he had that sum why did he not pay 
tta debts ? Barker's brother-in-law became bankmpt in Liverpool, Jan. 1810, but he says he lost but 
«eijlitUe by hinri^tiiat lili (Baifcei^} oricinal capital was ^tSOMO, and thu hi* bank note cirevlatioa 
Wis ftnr a long time ever Inlr a million of dottan ! What loeset md ne evstaiii to outweigh the vast oni^ 

a and enormous nins here displayed before us T Messrs. Butler and Barker joined, in August, I81i), m 
most solemn and apparently sincere declarations, that the wealth to pay all debts was sure and abun* 
dtnt. Then comes poverty — then $130,000 [in Butler's speech lie says $230,016] are lent to prop a dis- 
honest corporation — fraud, say the juries, followed next, and there the curtain drops. Not only did Bar- 
ker hire the most eminent lawyers of the age lo defend him, but was also indulged by the juil^o vs uh Die 
privilege, denied to poorer men, of speaking for himself as if he had been undefended by others— but all 
would not do. 

During his second trial, Mr. Maxwell asked Ma litiend and witness, Joseph D. Beers—" Is Mr. Barker a 
man of Targe property or an insolvent T" The rajpif was—" As relates to lua Bxehang* notes I believe As 
dssf M^p«y tto w - but he fulfills all his other encasements. H» itab to • etfy frost amounl— makes laffe 
emtracts— and always seems to have rut waits and disposition to ftilitl then." ' 

In August. 1824, the Life and Fire Co. had $440,000 on hand— being sU its capital, and $60,000 of profits. 
From that day to its hopeless insolvency in July, 1826, not a line was written eimer in Statement Book. t 
Journal, or Lrdgor— they were fill kept eighteen months, designedly, blank, with officers getting $2,25$ 
each to fill them up! The Com^iany had a prei^ident witij $2,250 salary, a secretary at $3,250 more, also his 
assistant, and two clerks. Mr. Barker was at the oOice almost every day for six months before the failure, 
and during these six months the directors were never once assembled! When the concern was ready to 
fail, Vermiiyea, a director, and one or two of the clerks opened the iron chest and handed to Barker securi- 
ties for debts due the company to the amount of $000,000, and made no entry on the books that they had 
done so ! This assignment would have enabled Mr. Barker to pay himself in full for the money he had 
lent, when be boug lit the bonds at a great discount, and also to have baig ained for other worthless oUigai* 
tioDB of tlw bankrupt coacem, to use as a setoff against the aeeuifties bi his liands, while other creditoii 
would have gone penniless. If, by an understanding with the ofllcers, he knew that $017,000 value in se> 
rarities would be delivered to him at the failure, July 18, that knowledge would have enabled him to pre* 
pare for making the most of the preference, which Uie ollceiS made of Um to leCfllva the a|MiL Was them 
Do consideraUon in the case ? Believe that who can. 

They also appointed him (an insolvent debtor !) their attorney and agent to Wind tiw eOBesni. ISBOt 
this very like Beers's N. A. Trust Co. and its eight or ten trusfs T 

The company had not been two years in business, with a capital of $400,000, when it failed for a million 
of doUars, ruining many, and evidently so intending. Lives were insured ; ditto, houses from danf,'er by 
ire; ditto, risks by sea voyages : trusts were received, annuity business done, and tlie whole was a mere 
jaek*o.lantero or will-o-the-wisp to deceive the unwary by "act of parliament." Books in conflu^lon^di«> 
awtMS cashiered, officers ftmndulentlv dividing profits when both stock and profits had vanished, enormous 
debts contracted, the public plundered, ko»ut Jacob Barker the ooiv gainer— he, who knowing that a len<l> 
tag institution was aiwavs borrowing at a sacrifice, declared It to ae to Ms faoisMn «ehwnl end good ! fa 
luy, I $250,000 in Life and Fire bonds were very iiirtpvtabbf exchanged for fSOO ahares of Morrii Canal 
atocfc, this a^ain wa^ exchanged for 2000 shares of Fulton Bank stock, which went into the hands of tlu • 
Mercantile (Company that same day, was at once transferred to ('atliii, Worth, Ac; the avails finally got 
Within the grip of honest Jacob I3arker— and $7000 of comimssions were paid lo Spencer and Brown, two oc 
the Fulton directors, as an inducement for them to a^'rcc to the exchange. $260,000 value of Ti ailcsmenV 
Bank stock were transferred to Aid. Rathbone for Life and Fire bouds, of which Barker had bOU sliares 
Why had he them ? Why did he return them I 

Mr. Leavitt, now the Receiver of tlie N. A. Trust Co., was a strong witness against Barker— he aske< 
him very insulting questions* and when rebuked, said he had done so to impeach him, and that lie had im 
peached himaelH For thus calling Mr. Leavitt pmjuedhe was fined $100-110 next libeUed two of the ju 
Ins, was tried fn to doing, fbund guilty and flhed. He showed, that of I0,$0$ ahares in dte Fulton Banl^ 
the Commissioners had given 5000 to one man— Alderman Rathbone— who, although he had not paid one 
cent on bis shares, controlled Uie elections, which control and stock he sold to nencer and Brown, who 
were convicted with himiei^ for a beans of $7$,00$-beln$ his share at least or the pvodts of <*speciBl 
privileges." 

I have been thus particular in adverting to Mr. Barker's career after the failure of a bank of liis, which, 
to hi$ knottkdge, as he said, was " as good as any other, if not the very best, in America," in order that his 
conduct and Mr. Butler's language on his (Barker's) last trial (June and July, 1827) may be compared. Mr. 
Barker puhlislied (Gould, printer) in 1887, the trial in one volume, with liia friend Butler's speech, to which 
I shall now refer. Butler grmnbles because the spectators, " governed by the same spirit that inOames the 
fUQCions savage, when he vilitu the yell of triumph in the ears of a foe, prostrate at his feet, or bound to 
tte Uasing tree, had dared ome and again, in a manner the most reprehensible, to interrupt the solemnlUes 
of this trial, and to exult in the anticipated martyrdom of nnr devoted client"— and the newspaaeis speaUnf . 
of one of the verdicts of Kuuty, a.dd that it was received With acclamations that shook the hall— it was pub- 
lic indignation against the ovii door>, anii could not be controlled. ^ 

Mr. liutler next lugs in religion, and says " you will join with me in supplicating the Father of Lights," 
Ac. "If you wished to make yourselves acquainted with the properties of an insect you would use a 

gicroscopB ; but when you desire to investigate the elements and relations of a planet, you will aclect a 
rger instrument. Give to Mr. Barker the benefit of this obvious principle. * * * * * 
defend him With a clMf conscience. * * * * « He has ever been found fsithfol to his trust." 
talH. 
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40 HOW THE WASHINGTON AND WA&REN BANK WAS CHARTERK9 



Id a letter, inm New York, Mneli 12^ 18S8« Mr. Jaeob Barker wrkee to Sir. JeMe 

Hoyt, " I have no news to tell you — am poor, out of business, with bad prospaclSt yet 
cannot but smile at the freaks of fortune — money very scnrce, stocks failing. . 
What think you of the application for the Tradesmen's Bank I 1 feel aa interest ia 
ita fiifor on account ^ Mr. Worth-i^t I eannot bettofo it will pats* • • • Ifalie 
ritoas*s ship] go<» the rounds well, ahe will probably make him a great voyage while 
I a poor deval am not making any thing." 

JJeval, terific, diaulved, vissit, proclame, co>opperatef wiU show Mr. Barker's way 
of speUing cer^un words in his autograph lettered 

Tb B, F. Butler, Esq., Albany. 

Bank of Washington and Warrm, Dec. 20, IRiG. 
Dear Sir — This will be handed you by J. F. Shirrill, who goes to Albany tor the 
Durpose of procuring some specie. I want $ 3000, and send you that amouut in bills. 
Mr. Baiker says he nas written Mr. Olcott on the anbject. 1 should not trouble you, 
but want the business done correctly, and fear to trust it alone with Mr. Shirrill. 1 
send a draft for $ 3000 ; which, if Mr. O. prefers, you will please hand him — but I 
should prefer his taking the notes. If you have to give him the draft you will please 
' deposit the notes in the M. and F. Bank, to our creaiti which will make a specie do* 
poelt of that amount in Albany. 

Youm with esteem. G. R. BAKKEE, Cashier. 

How eoidd Mr. Jacob Barker, if he was poor, lend, in 182&-6, immenae anms ol 

money to banks and insu^nce companies, ana be honestly possessed of stocks valued 

at a million of monf y ? If poor, in 1822, how was hr nhle to organise ao assccintion 
to control the North River Bank? If he had mean< tlieu, why did he not redeem at 
par the bills of the Washington and Warren Bauk, which had, by the dishdnest pro- 
ceedings I hxft mentioned, oeen forced upon the pablic f Or, if Ins credit was mend- 
ing, why did he allow four years and a half to elapse between the failure and reopen- 
ing of the concern ? Was not the Exchange Bank, which he did not pretend to re- 
invigorate, enough, or must the public ble^ yet farther ? Able personal, political, 
and finandal firlends— a long purse— rottenness tomewhere (not among the New York- 
ers, nor in the jury box, certainly) — saved him from well merited punishment--and in 
182P he set up for Senator for the first district, puffed himself in Noah's Advocate, and 
finding that New York had no desire to benefit by his senatorial talents, prudently re- 
signed in favoi: ui kib Irieiid the iuvcuiur ui the Tammany Hall Bauk, Mr. Ste- 

p&nAllen. 



Jjfr. Fitz Greene Halleck to Mr, L, Hoyt, at Albany. 

New York, May 1, 1829. 
BiAm Su^I send by the steamboat Victory, which leares here tide afternoon at 5 ' 

o^clock, a box containing bank notes addressed to George R. Barker, Sandy Hill, which 
we shall be much obliged by your forwarding to him by the very first opportunity. I 
wish you to keep a memorandum of all the expenses you are at, and the various trans« 
notions you attend to, and make suitable charge therefor* It ki all fi>r account of cor- 
porations ' wliich haye no souls,*' whose stockhokiers cannot espeet confide&tiBl 
flcrdices of this kind to be performed without paying. 

Your assured friend, 

F. G. HALLECK, lor Jacob Barker. 



Jacob Borier, Now Yorkt to Lortnxo Hoyt, ^Ibanf* ' 

New York, 1st May, 1830. 
Dear Sir — You have herewith recommendation of suufiry jjLrsons interested in 
the Bank of Washington and Wujtxn.* If Mr. Shenrian should be selected, he 

* How far Mr. Jacob Barker was Interested in the original application for a charter to the Washington and 
WammBrak—tf iS all— is not generally known. The bill, as it passed the Assembly, appointed H&lsey 
■ogais, a creature of Mr. Van Buren's, and others, to *' open the oooks !" and diatribute tne stock, (then 
Ararat M to S5 per cent, premium,) among the faiihhi]. Balsey was a true type of tho Tan Buren jadiciary, 
W«maCeBni]ri«ad,ao doabl coRSCtiy dascntod on tte Ssoalt Joanul of 18M» ss it 
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VAN BUR£N, BA&KER, BUTL£& AND THE BANK. ^ 

will AUeman Oidton Lee and John R. Hedley, Esqs., as security — mn 

highly respectable and respoasible men. Alderman Lee is very rich. The names of 
some stockholders have been mentioned, but as a question of liability will arise from 
the peculiar phraseology of the act of incorporation, I tbiuk it would be very unwise 
to appoint any party interested, therefore I hope that Mr. Lathrop or Mr. Sherman 
•will bo appomtflclt or both of them. 

Youn sincerely, JACOB BARKER. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Mr. Butler abandons Sandy Hill. Lorenzo HoyVs morals. Poverty of the brothers 
Hoyt. Albany* Office only for Bucktails. War to be avoided. The Convention 
of 1846. 

I think it is De Retz who tells us that *' those that are guilty of ingratitude 
aeldom pereobo it, becante the same iodiiiatioD that leads them to it, Ira^s &em fiiat 
to lessen in their Uioughts, the obli|gations they have reeei?ed firom theur braefiictors.?' 

▼lie dianietm't " follty" of letting himself dishonestly out " for snch mmrds as may be extorted from the 
lean and hopes of appUeanta to the Legislature," and Uom " the timid and desperate." So saikh Sudani's 
Beport, and no donbt trulj. 

The Regency Senate threw evt the hiU, Mareh Mth, 1817, Cantiee and his taetheiwiii.]a« Bonn holh de> 
clalmfaif and roting against It Teas IS. 

Four days after, Senator Hart moved to restore the bill(i-th!s required two-thirds of the Senate, which 
had then 27 members. If Mr. Van Ouren was opposed to banks, why did he vote for this bill, when his mere 
oAjfuce would hare prevented it from being ai(uin placed on the order of the day ? And having done so, 
why did he deny it in lS3fi, and doclare, in his Sherrod Williams letter, that he had never voted but for the 
old BulFalo i>iiik ^ Are not 18 two-tliirds of 27— and was not he one of the 18 7 Was not his relative, Can- 
line of the Argus, another? What sort of argumtnts had the applicants for this bank used in the course of 
the lour days with a couple of money-loving lawyers, who had " special privileges" to bestow or withhold, 
which induced them to talk and vote on both ndet—fox and against— banli and anti-bank 1 Guess, reader— 



I caugni a coia — a very oaa coia— aicer accepimg me goiaen onoe oi nis country s cnoimos. 
(iger spsak in public — he was so very hoarse. Messrs. Dishop and Kemble might, like the 
r, fall from a state of political grace for a time, but surely their great leader couldn't ! I 
ea eppoeed to the increase of banlu," said he to Sherrod wUUaras. How cootd be be expected 



Of aQ iBTentiomi which have b«en nit la operation, in this country, to Momote the Inordinate acpraK»- 
tatleii of weaMi, thenoet exceptionable are Inecirporated companies ; and tiie wont Ht all Incorporated 

companies are BANKS."-<-£t/<r of Van BvrtH, Ay HoUaiti, attiited by Butler, p. 301. 

"Their notes arc called money, and are made to perform its functions ; and the prerogative of the Federal 
Government has thus, in fact, been usurped by those corporate bodies."— /ft. jj. 303. 

'* It is well known that those fathers of democracy, George Clinton and Daniel D. Tompkins, wefe opposed 
to bankiiij^' incorporations of almost every kind. Mr. Van Ouren coincided with them iBlhiS iHltlnieBti 111 
it wa#, doubtless, the general sentiment of the democracy of the Stale." — lb. p. 85. 

Demosthenes caught a cold — a very bad cold— after accepting the golden bribe of his country's enemies 
He could no longer 
Athenian orator, fal 
taave aiwajs been oppoeed 

toadd,**aiMlth«t«lorerseo«iiiended and Toted fortheml!" **I have knowi^ Mr. Yaa Bnren " long and 
lntiiBatel7,« said Senator Benton. **Hele a real bard-menefmaa; oapsiia to tte ptter systamg In IhTor 

of a national currency of gold." And yet this hard-money man eottia whetf idMmt UM reitors to IHe Jaeoh 

Barker's W. and W. Bank, receiving a new light within the space of four days. Wonderful ' And hit lew 
partner, Mr. Butler, could, with his advice and consent, accept the presidency of that fraudulent corpora- 
tion— ai>i when it ttad closed its doors, return back to his old partnership. Miraculous ! " An introduction 
of a new bank into the most distant of our villages, places the business of that village witliin the Influence 
of the money power of England," said Mr. Van Huren, in a presidential message from Washington—but he 
omitted to tell that lie had placed within that and other yet worse influences the bank once located up at 
Sandy Hill ! 

The ^'rasteratioa** of the W. and W. took place on the 8Mli-~Mr. Snos T. Throop's Auburn Bank bill 
Msaedthe Senate next 
Itezt came the flnal 

It, sent it up to the L. _ _ _ . 

the bar I Senators Mailory and Swart bad veled dowa it tibeb liadil^ Mdlaf OB tto Mth{ mgjtBf 

wheeled into line and voted it up again I 

The W. and W. Bank bill provided that it was to issue its notes whenever the stockholders had paid hito 
its capacious vaults ten cents on the dollar of its capital, and that the operations of discount and deposite 
were to be carried on at Sandy Hill only. What its operations there consisted in, may be seen by consulting 
the descriptive epistles of lit. President Butler, uy the month of Fehniarr, 1819, its promises to pay 
$278,R93, were in the hands of the people, in the form of bankaotea, yteldliif Mr. Bitter #19,118 of lntS|nit» 
firom that soui>ce alone. How was it m February, 1830 1 

Mr. Bi^er dolfed his Quaker garb about the tine that war was decided on, in 181t, and turned fund- 
nonger. After his ioaolvwer, in 18S1-4I» he chaUeand his neighbor David Bogeia, to fight a duel, waa 
, tried, eoarfeted, and deetarad ineligible to hold any offlce. What the revislBt eonit did with the sentence I 
have not heard. " Duels are a happy invention of civilization, which enable the man nho has ii^nred aa^ 
other, to shoot him also, and gives him who has for years forfeited his honor, the power of flgbting,to prove 
that though he possesses not the substance, he adheres to the shadow." * 

Mr. Barker, Hazard, his father-in-law (a Fulton Bank director,) J. A. Buchanan and others, petitioned 
Copigress for a Bank of the United States, with 3n millions capital, in 1814. In 1832, Mr. Barker issued a 

Kmphlet with the same proposal— only the stock to be 70 millions ! He says publicly what his con- 
lerates wntelaiecNl--^We wiBtaiafevwaMttf fiMt pspos hitfk,ttoMock loM 1^ 



It" 01 ine w. ana w. iook piece on tne :imn— lar. snos i. inroop s Auoum nanx oui 
kOKl dnr, without an opposing voice— Mr. Van Buren and everybody else being in iu favor. 
Ijaaiageof theW.andW.(MaichSlat,}aiidthe8eDatethathad been 1« to 13 anUut 
iGov«raorattdCottncil,byavoteojriftted. OiathM bow Ibr the bUl— Tea Beren isiow 
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^ ^ THB YOUNG JESUIT — THB LAW — ALBANIT. 

f 

Lovenso Hojt, tHioiii ib» pkms Mr. Butler had instructed in the uyHeriM of Imi^ 

religion, and finance, was n Inw pupil of the firm of Van Biirpn and Biitlpr, and, a<; fhe 
latter telh u«?, "a voiv fine youth." The princi[»l( hr nvow^ lo his brother Jesse» 
without any apologyt his letter of March 7, 1B24, that any thing he could do to thd 
prejndice ef hit liemfketor, Mr. Livlitgiton, aod hit own benofit, was jnttiflable, pro- 
vided his treadieiy was not foQDd out, is as bad at any thing we hate heaid ascribed 
to the dangerous order of Jetnits. His teachers must havf» been somewhat neolpctful 
of his morals. Mr. L. had do idea that young Uoyt was irymg to supplant hixxu 
On the 3d of January 1822, he thus wrote hit brother : — •« Smherluid in .caucus say* 
that when he told Lorenso that I had the nomination, [of Clerit of Attembty,] that 
Lorenzo jumped up two feet at least. This bespeaks anini:itlon. T am much pleased 
with Lorenzo, and hit tituatioa will improve veiy much luider the tuition of beger 
the Deputy." 

The tituatioD of the hrotheis Hoyt at this timei was uneimabty poor, and perhaps 
It would have 1)6611 better for society that it had remained so. Mr. Hoyt^s cruel, vi- 
cious, prnflirrate, and persecuting career as Collector of the Customs for the port of 
New York, was at this period of his life not even dreamt ot. lie was a mere adveo- 
tnrer, who was ready to pefform th« tervioet Mr. Van Buren ivqiured, in the hope of 
. obtaioiog office and its emohimeiitt through hit iufloence, and his career was for ft 
time successful. Mr. Li vine; 'Eton's unsuccessful effort to make Mr. R. R. Ward, the 
law partner of Jesse li'VU a master i« chancery, because hp had not been long euoagh 
a bucittail, will show iiow aifairs went at Albany, better ihau a labored essay. 



Mr* Butier lo Mr, Hop, 

Albawt, July 19, 1820. 

Dear Frieud, • • • ♦ * "We are boarding at Mr. Jones,* directly opposite 
our office, (Gilbert Stewart*t houte,) where we have very pleasant lodgings. Our do« 
parture from Sandy Hill was so sudden, that WO left all oor furniture in bout«» and 
tor the present shall coniinue to board out. 

At to business, I have enough to keep me very busy — chiefly in Chanceir — old and 
new. It would bo well enouffh were it not to long before the cath was realised^ But 
it must come some dav or other. I think my expectations will not be diaappointed. 
At all events, as I tola you bf^fore, I am for the Law and nntbing els^ — and i repret 
now that Mr. Van Buren ever thought of leaving his prolession, which you know 
was what put it into my head to leave hiro. I think 1 shall make my debut at August 
term in the argument of some motiont and catot* Though at to the Init I am rather 
eqneamish. Mr. V. B. is certainly very desirous to attttt me. He hasoSfeial homy 
causes ia which ho insists on my spcuklDg. 

I like Albany about as iittle as you do— and, toith the exception of a fetopenons teho 
art wnv'iij (fetleem, hare very little to saj lo the guodly sphabitanls of tfaS fsnowoed 
metropolis. I thiak.the eastern junto the most disagreeable p^ of diom. fhey are 
generally btcot'^ in politics, a-nd very full of prejudice and envy. 

Lorenzo is a very fine youth. I have got him at the jLatio Grammar, in which ho 
makes tolerable protest. I thall pay particular attention to him. I have paid $1.2S 
for the order to the Register, so that yon owe me 26 centit My compUmonts to Mr. 

.r. J ' Youis truly, B. F. BUTI4EB. 

Pott mark, Albany, Mar. 8. 
Mr, Lor§im Soyt to ki$ brothtt Jesse^ 0t 40 WaU oiroeU Atis York 

Albany, March 7, 1824, Sunday evening. 

Dear Brother: — Yours of the 4th came duly to hand. The pjiib^anro of it I* 
had anticij^ted, as I saw a letter that Mr. Thompson received from you while here, 
in which you spokd very ditcouragiogly as to the r^ralt of your application to thd 
Corporation, but as I bad not heard from you since, I had not entirely detpahed 

until I received your last. It is now, I suppose, known to a certainty that you 

cannot tucceed in |;etiiog the o£&ce you sought. If a peison has nothing elte t» 
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MORALS OF L. HOYT NO BUCKTAIL NO BSRTB ! St 

depend npoii for a livelihood than officet, which at idl tiaoes depend upon the Hae^ 

tuations of party prrdominnnf e, T think he will soon go to pot. T thought however, 
your services Jor the party had he^-n sufficient to raise a just and equitable rJaim for 
9ome little oMce ol the kind, thai yuu have beeu endeavoring lo obiaia ; but it ap<> 
peaT8 timt tne opinion' of a majority of the Hon. the Corporation and my own are at' 
variance. Well, I see we have got to contend with poverty and misfortunes as long 
as we remaio in this life, and what we shaii have to " battle the watch''* with in the 
next the Lord onlv iLuows. You mention your business is ag^ain increasing a little, 
which I hope ia Uie easot for if it doee ttoi» where the^end of 1824 will find vt, I 
ahoald not like- to undertake to say. 

I understood Mr. Thompson, I thinir, if the Wver opened soot, that he should be 
up again before the close of the session ; if he will not be up again I shall write 
him about uihat yvu nuntumedf and thatt also speak coi^dentially to one or two of 
my/rjends, myself y on the subject; for, ANYTHING I CAN DO TO THE PKEJ- 
UDfCE OF LIVINGSTON AND BENEFIT OF MYSELF, I THINK I AM 
PEKFECTLY JUSTIFIABLE IN DOING, PROVIDED ALWAYS THAX lifi 
DOES NOT FIND IT OUT.* 

I think, and hare thought all winter, that it woold be beet for me, after the 
Legislature adjourns, or after I get my pay, and sqijarc the ynrch here, to go some 
where else and locate for the summer, with a view lo carry into effect the special 
order of the day, to wit* economy. Shouid you approve of this suggestion, I will 
mentioQ Vtica, as a place combining both thf great objccte I hare in new, eeottomy 
and improvement. Mr. Lynch says I can get board there in respectable boarding 
Irouses at tbe rate of from 16s. to IS??, per week, whereas I pay here throiis:h all the 
lOmmer, 26s. I should regret very much to leave Mr. Buuer, but I know u is de» 
cidedly for my intereat to do so^ and with your conaetit anf approbation, I feel verf 
Imich inclined to do it this Bpring. Charles is goinff to leave, and ia going aome- 
where in the Western country to settle, and I shall have no person to ^ive me ariy 
instructioti in my studies if I stay. Mr. Butler cannot do it, because He is constantl|' 
^gaged in his own business. 

The Senate take op the Electoral bill tomorrow, and no doubt will treat it as 
THE POOR THING dcscrves, I will write you how they get along with it, I have 
been almost vexed at you for not writing me oftenei* 1 wish you would write me 
as often as possible. My love to alL . 

Yours sffectiouately, Jm HOYT. 

Extracts from a letter — Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse — dated, Albany^Dee, 
24th, 1823. — "Mr. Livingston's election to the Clerkship of the Assembly, I coa» 

aider beyond doubt. Hts most prominent opponent is —— , a man devoid of- 

every principle of honor^ who is willijig lo sacrifice his character, and anything eltt 
tfat a man ought to osttem, at th§ thrine of avarice. 

If by any casus omissus Livingston should lose his election, / shaH endeavor ta 
obtain a situation under hts successor." 

Extract of a letter, Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany, to Jesse his brother, in New York-* 
dated Albany, Sept. 10, 1832, Sunday.— I should be Terr much pleased to ao» 
company you to Washington thia mouth; but as I ahall not be able to go more thtdi 
once, I believe I shall wait till winter, or early in the sprin!::. Perhaps I shall have 
a case o/CONaB£SSIONAL LOBBYINCS^, by which I can make it a jaunt ofpleasura 
^nd prctfit* ^ * • 

P?ofltmark Albany, March 26, ISSUJ 

Jane Bojt, Esq., 40 Wall street. New York. Monday evpnin?. 

Dear Hoyt, — I was unable to procure the apjiouiimcat of Ward s<? an 
Examiner in Chancery, as they thought here that HE HAD NOT liKEN A 
BUCKTAIL LONG BNOUGH, and they would not let your merits count in hia 
finvor ; I there&re changed my ground, and had yon appointed. I hope thia will 




dootrine this ■ ■ — < ftwe a ** lepabMcia'* too ! Mr. Hoyt seeraed\o have had In his miad 
" CiMw OsifbeU— 

<* Nor in Om ayas, nor fkma fho words o f men 

. Hppe^tiMlltOlMriflMlrJlMTt. iUiuOftiilM 

Tas IppociUss «f diewmMwt.* 

5 
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be gtatefnl to you, and my friend Ward. Let "Ward act as your gworo rierk. Tt 
u supposed the legislature will adjourn about the lOlb of April : the sooaer the 
iMlter. Et«rYtbiD| io ihe political way goea oo amoo^y. Yonai^ looks as if he 
bad been bled ; I feel aony for noaDCceatfiil candidatca. I think in this state wb 

Otlght to hnve a peculiar prayer for such ppopTc, and csprcially one in the Corjimon 
Prayer iiook* X ahaU soon have the pleasure of seeing you. Write me a ioa^ 

(Infaaate,) Yoiir>a aincaialyt £. LIVINGSTON. 



I bear m^ch s^id in Congress, the Newspaper*?, private circles, &:c*., about goinjsj to 
war for Oregon, tor Texas, for Canada, for Mexico, for our rights, and so foith — ^and 
there waa a tima when I did not dread war. Bnt whan I look at the successful 
aflbita of amch men as I am describing in this rolume, to cormpt die whole mass of 
society, to sTihstitiite the machini-ri,' propelled by a banfl of mvctons, unprincipled 
factious jiolitic i.ms, for the healthful inHuences of our free, ekctive institutions ; I 
tremble lest their power over the public press and other apphancen should hasten the 
Union into a war. It ia reftmn at home, equal lawa, and fiiithfnl pablie atewarda Ibat 
America requtret. It is enemies wkbin tint our conndy ahonld aet about aabdnlnig, 
far more than enemies without. 

War is a great burthen to a country, but it is doubly so when bad men bear role. 
Well may Ameiicaoa now tay, as Joshua, by the comiDaod of God, said to larael 
•fold, *< TkeniB an aceniaed thing in the midst of tbee, O Israel; thon canat not 
atand before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed rhino; from amnn;:: ynn." 
Gentle and courteous reader, do not these pagesi alas ! too clearly prove, that there ia 
also an Achan in the democratic camp ? ^ 

Let him be tried at the ConventioB of 1846, and tharo recdve the reward of a 
tronblir of oor laraeL 



CHAPTER X. 

iPtfiJtf Management. Origin of the friendship of Metsrs, Hot/t and Van Bur en. 
Why Mr* noyt got tk» rf» Y» CoUeetorship, Mr. F. B» endorses his friend^s pa* 
per — sends Jesse to eeiUet debts. Miiler^s libel suit against Noah^ trAo offers to 
ou.it the ship, *^for a consideration^ Nnphtali Phillips. His son introduced hy 
Noah, and proves a defaulter for $6U0,UO0. '* Stray sheep,^^ goaded by their 
constituents. Butler gives Noah kis eve, «ta Hoyt, — the old forms and estab* 
lit^d usages^** — BucklaU organization in N. Y* More hsfOe to Noah, who ie- 
spatchea Nnphfafi PhiUips to Albany* M^fe patronage* Cotifideaiial BpuUeM 

. bjf Mr, Van I^uren. 

What eaa I do for yont** aaid Mr. Pht ona mommg, when firat mhiiatar of 

JBngland, to one of his most devoted and obsequious dependents. " Only bow to me 
when we meet in public,'^ was the sagacious reply. It would increase his influence 
with the pubhc to have them beheve that he was on terms of intimacy with the 
INremier. 

' Mr. Jesse Hoyt well understood the value of such oonnactuMia, bnt he cairied 
natters farther than a bow in public, and made himself as necessary to Mr. Van 
Buren and his son, the present Attorney General, as he had been to President 
BuUer during his engagement to Jacob Barker at Sandy Hill. Mr. M. Van Burea 
la very pemuiona and eovetona^esse would run all over New York to recover a $5 
or $10, whicdi hie late employer had reluctantly lent to some poor fellow when in 
trouble — ^would hire lodgings for him on terms of economy — would pee to the 
washing of his clothea — the buying of his wines and groceries, or the stopping or 
getting subscriptiona for liia newspapera. John Van »aren bets, gaipbles, specu* 
ntesin the stocka— in«all tbia Jesse lias been bia .hnmbla alave. fior'alectioneered, 
voted, betted, schemed, ran, stood, fetched or carried, to order — vtm ' more banks* 
cr su!> treasury, Crfiwford or Jackson, Rufua King and ne^to freedom or "to jaii 
y/uh the mi^iuuaricti," jui^t as his patrons gave the sigual. His omectinfas pelf 
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, ROBBERS IN TH£ HIRONQ BOX — THSIH. 8L££P1N6 FARTHU&S. 93 

and power — theirs power and pelf— patrio^m, the welfare of the millions, the reform 
of abuses, the puDishment of vile peculntors, tbe establishment of noble and endariog 
priociples, as landmarks o( the age we lire la, are not met with in their writings— 
probablj nerer eotered into Uieir thoughts. / 

When Mr. Hoyt leA the Custom House of Now Yoilt, a defanltar for hundreds 
of thousancls of dollars, although hi«i inromn was equal to forty thousand a year, 
with his brother Lorenzo imd such Ukc straw securities — and this on the back of 
Swartwoui'a embezzlement of forty tons of solid silver, gathered from the mer- 
chant* for the pnblie m e s w hen all tfaia ocenned voder the grasd hmlisg meaaiire 
of an independent treasury, set up by a profligate baokrupC ' adminiltration— the 
country looked on in mute surprise. The following correspondence will explain the 
seemiog roysteir, and it may be fitly prefaced by two extracts from Mr. Weed's Al- 
bany Evening /oumal. 

** Albany Evening Journal, Wednesday, May 1, 1843. 
** The people may thank Mr. Van Bnren for this heavy loss. The appohitment of 
Jes?*^ Hoyt as Collector of the port of New York was made by Mr. Vnn Bnrpn ac;rtin?t 
the advice of the respectable men of the party, aad wUh a full knowledee thai Hoyt 
^ tMu Qvertehdmid io£A dritf, and hanihmpt m eniit ai tts vsry Hme ^Uti ni» moti r»* 
sponsible trust toas committed to his hands. But Hojrt had one peculiar qualiiicaticm iK 
the office, which in Mr. Van Bnren's estimation more than counterbalanced all deficiencies 
of character or capacity, uis a shrewd and, reckless folitical manager, he was almost ut^ri- 
vailed. Th§ N*» Tom C%uitOM Hoiut oj^mM a Jim fitid thttxareiH of kU ptarUtm 
afeiU." 

In the eame paper of Wednesday, March 3d, 1841, iinde^the head of <* Another 
ExpioeioD,'* we find what follows: H 

"It may be recollected that when Mr. Hoyt was appointed, we venturei! to predict that 
it would be a bad business. He, like Swartwout, had been a reckless and was a ruined 
speculator. There were few more desperate stock operators in New York than Jjesss 
HoTT. All this was known to Mr. Yaa Bnren when he appointed him. 

But the Administration, however improperly' Mr. Hoyt has acted, is far the most to 
blame. The vast amount of Revenue collected by Hi, Hoyt, instead of being Safely Be* 
posited 1o the credit of the Government, has been kept as the private aeoonnt m Mr. 
Jesse Hoyt f Yes, a man Avho had utterly shipwreckri his own fortunes, wag prrmitt' i! To 
keep some fifteen or twenty millions of dollars belonging to the Government, in deposite to 
his own account I * > 

We said last fall when Loco Fooo Offiee-holders were spending money in unheard of 
profusion nt the Polls, that the accounts of Defaulting Collfctors, &c. &c. when closed, 
would explain the mystery. We believed then, as we believe now, that the money which 
Tan Bnrenism seattered fhnragh Dutdiess, ColamUa, Chenango, Onondaga, he, was oh- 
tainel from the Treasury. We hclieve that a large proportion of the money ^-ithhcld by 
Mr. Hoyt instead of going into his own pocket, was expended corruptly in the Elections 
last fall. This was done for Mr. Van Buren's benefit, and we believe with his knowledge. 
And we also beheve that if Mr. Van Buren had been re-elected Mr. Hoyt would have 
heen protected. In that case tlu- ' end would have sanctified the means.* 

But while by the free use of money much was done for Van Bnren, the People were 
too nneh alive to be oorrapted or beguiled. Mr. Hott Ued in vain. And now,^ 
Van Burenism flickers in its socket, either the farce of a Resignation or the morl: solrm- 
nity of a RrmoTa), is enacted before the People! Messrs. Van Boben and Hoyt go out 
together, and as we believe, by cdlusion— the latter, in our judgment, the victim of the 

Mr. Van Buren became personally invoked in Mr. Hoyt's financial diiEculties aa 
early as 1827 — whether the CoUectorship enabled them to a^uare accounts is not 
<^ite ao eettatn* 

Senator Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, ai N. Y, 

* 

Washington, Feb. 3, 1 827.— My Bear ^\x— Being entirely free frmn ENDORSE- 
MENTS funo, and my situdtim rendering it higJily propter that I should remain so, I 
did nof nmpoit Itmdd ham -hem agaim drawn into them, YOUR CAS£« HOW* 
EVER, TOES NOT ADMIT OF HESITATION. Wiahing you aU toita of 

- - > ' M. V. BUREN. 
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Wa^ftgfton, Feb. 3, 1827.— My Dett Sir.— ^is will be handed to yoa by Mr. 

Davis, agent of the o(^ltnr of the National Telegraph, who vhh? our Sfnte to obtain 
sabscribers for that paper. Any assistance you can give him la promoting his object 
will be gratefully remembered by the editoTf and oblige 

^ Your fAmd H. V. BOREN. 

Albanv, June 2d, 1892. Dear Sir — I wish you would pay my old friend Mr. 
Carter what I owe him, and ask him to discontinue kts paper. Ix is unnecessart 
9*0 SAT that I am ii^fiuenced in iMs iolely by mnBt^snty to tutia&tny expenses of that 
dMcripcioa, whidi ar« too heavy. 

Yooi ihend, M. Y. BUE£N, 

Attorney General Yan Baien to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, N. Y* 
Dear Sir-^Just as I was going from New York, Abraham P. Yan S who it 

a clerk in Jacob T. Barker's store, 456 Pearl Street, a nephew of John C. H , 

£su., borrowed $10 of me, under a promise to send it up, which he has not done ; 
ana, from what Mr. Hogeboom teUs me, I apprehend he did not intend to do it. I 
wish you would see him and make him pay it to yoa. Ask the Se« retary about the 
fttdosed. I have never heaid anything about it sioee I paid my $1 0. 

Your friend M. VAN BUREN, 

June 21, 1620, 

The same to the same. B^ite and place torn off. 
**I am afraid you will begin to think rne a very troublesome friend — but I 
AM CONSTANTLY jjWE VICTIM OF IMPOSITION— that man Plimpton 
who own the Afto/tiiPBORBOWED FIVE DOLLARS of me, when he went 
off, under a promise to send it up. If you would happen to fall in with him I wish 

you would him — he is a graceless dog. It would mcommode me very much if I 

should not have m^ carriage next week. The Governor is to be qualined to day, 
but Albany is as quiet as a Church. It is said that efforts have been qpade to raise 
the wind, but in vain. Mr. Clintoa is universally considered here as politically 
d^unct. I will believe that there is nothing in tho story I heard in Philadelphia 

Sa part is torn off] out of courtesy, and will want them. I go from hence in a few 
lays. M. V. BUREN." 

[The letter and signature are in the hand writing of Mr. V. Eurnn, and so is the 
postscript — ** Mr. Hoyt will obli!^p me by presenting the above to Ml. BeekmaQ 
[or 11 may be I3uckiier j aad iraiibmiumg me the money." 

Nov. 11, 18?9. Dear Sir— Why did I not see more of you at New York? 
Judge Skinner, General Marcy and myself vsill come down with Saturday's boat, 
and wish you to engage rooms for us at the Mechanics' Hall. If he can give us 
his little parlor for a sitting room and bed rooms, it will be weU ; if not any other 
good rooms will do, so that they be not too high. I would rather stay on board a 
vessel than go into his third heavens. If you cannot do better you may let Gen- 
eral Marcy s room be on high, and he can have the use of my room to do his busi- 

MM illy 

In iiaste, your fiieod* H. Y. BUREN. 

[Post mark Albany.]— March 17, 1829.— My Dear Sir— I will be in New York 
«n Friday, and wish you to take lodgings for me at the City HoteL 

Yoma, X. Y. B. 

It would seem that no Regency Governor could visit New York, until Jesse had 
prepared the way. In May 9th be had another epistle from another Governor — 

Dear Sir, I shall take the steam boat-MI- Tuesday monunff, and reaeh New 
York in the evcninn;. Ynu will confer anoMer favor upCtt me, u VOU will rnrntiott 
it to Mr. Jennings, that he may provide rooms for me. £. T. THEOOf 

Sylvmms MiHet, Sanrofate of New York, t>ioog1it sa action for Hbel afabst 

Mordecai Manuel Noah, editor of the National Advocate, which was tried before 
Jndge Bett8,in the City Hall, liew York, oa Friday, Dee. 12, 1823. and of ~ 
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it 

reports are on file in ihe Post, American, and othpT journal?. The VihA was in a 
letter sent by Noah to the Albany Ai^us, wherem Mr. Miller was ckarircd wiih 
being an old profligate, a retailer of fiUsebood, an unprincipled intriguer, and an uld 
hack— but he piofluieed the highest erideace of imtpottea integrity both in publio 
and private life, nor did Noah make an effort to disparage his character, but pro- 
duced a ieiler of his (Miller's) in the Evening Post of the 29fh of January, 1821, 
charjjiiig him (Noah) with having offered to sell himself to the Climonian party, for 
$7000, abandon his press and quit New York, and statiaff that Mr. Clinton's frie^/da 
rejected his offer. Mr. Miller aiUnitted thii statemoit to be hii, and called witnentt 
to proye its truth. 

Dr. Secor testified, that, in 1818, Mr. Noah solicited a private interview with him 
— aaid he saw a great political battle ahead — ^that he highly respected Cknr. Clinton, 
that the allowance made him by the backtail party was too small, and that he 
wished to quit it and the State, that the bucktail party had ill-treated him when he 
applied for an office, and were illiberal. He asked the doctor to apply to Mr. 
' Clroton^s friends for a loan of $7000 to enable him to buy certain theatre leases- 
put his proposal in writing — and when asked what he could do for Mr. Clinton, 
would make no plrd^rp, but if he did any thing it must be suh rosa. Mr. Noah's 
proposal was iaid belore four of Mr. Clinton's friends, rejected, and his paper re- 
turned to him — these persons testifled in corroboration of iLe evidence of Dr. Secor, 
and Noah tried to show that the doctor had giren another representation at another 
time. The jury agreed as to the libel, but, as Mr. Miller was a Warm andactire 
political writer, they differed i^s to the amount of damages. 

Mr. Noah was properly defended by the virtuous Wm. M. Price. 

As hx back as Oct. 10, 1822, (see Evening Post,) Mr. Noah^ ehaia4(t«r fpat 
well understood by all parties. Unprincipled as CheeAam was, Noah excels 
him in all the profligacy that generally belongs to a political adventurer. He is 
his superior in the various iniquities thai always distmguish the course and charac- 
ter of a corrupt and mercenary hirlmg. , / . . . He has reeelvcd 
his wages and most earn them. Destitute of principle, it is perfectly immaterial to 
him what course they prescribe. His press, and the small taleius he possesses, are 
always in the market. Vagrant and pauper as he is, he is ever ready to work lor 
money or for office. With equal facility and satisfaction he serves all who are able 
to offer an adequate reward for his labors. His political corruption, and want oi 
Teracitv, have tjpcome proverbial." It perhaps the strong resemblance he bears 
to Mr. Noah s portrait, as thus drawn, that formed one of the mducements to Mr. 
Vau Buren not to couiiuit himself, beyond a certain extent, to Mr. James Gordon 
Bennett, who appears by hk letten to have been willing to go nearly as lar to ob* 
lige his friends as Mr. Noah. 

Mr. Noah is a Hebrew — his partner in the Advocate was Mr. Naphtali Phillips, 
who now is, aad for many years has been, a pensioner on the public, under the 
gnise of an Inspeoior in the idle men's list at the New York Custom House. His 
character we take from the Philadelphia Aurora of March, 1817, as portrayed by the 
hand of Col. D«am> ftther to a foimer Secretary of the Treasuiy under Geneial 
Jackson. 

The paper called the Mtoeaity at New York, appears to take as nmch eoaeeni In lha ' 
affurs of Pennsylvania, as if the proprietor and the editor received their stipend for cor- 
f%pting publir (>pinion here, as well as in New York. If nnmine; little Naphtali does not 
Ibel disposed to have his picture dravm under hit oum hamiy lie wiH coafine hixD^elf to tke 
•fi^brfiMMrft sernee to whtdi ikit aMMsilitt himj the same vessoas which he as* 

signed many years n^o for end<eavoi]|lg tO gd INI indnce US tO UfelOV OU hin ia tkat 
parUcoIar — the charUy $iU»c6." 

4 

Mr. Tan Buren took Mesm. Koah and PhflUpa «id«r Us prateeiioiit m his Maw 
^ with the above knowledge^ i|nd as in the case of the Hdyts. aad SwaiCwiMit, tht 

jeoplc have been the sufferers. 

Under the editorial head, in the New York Express of Feb. 29th, 1844, it is 
staled, that the Solicitor of the Treasury, in his Report to Congress, (ott the Swan* 
woat anit>) says, that after the return of the CovnifliioaeM appokMcd to isfeatl* 
gate the aftim of thf Nmf York Omai^ Bmui% ««a.tiiit m mtdm^ m 
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dlst of August, 1841, for the sum of $600,000, a^amst Joshua Phillips, who had 
been MBisUuit cashier, imto Mr. Swartwoat. The ndt u still peoding.*^ The 
Solicitor thinks that although S. might be liable for monies received by his 
cashier, the cashier hioieeif WM alio liable fof this large sum, [$600,000,1 aerec 
having paid it over.'* 

I fear that as the laws here are powerless for the punishmeni of great rogut$ 
when convicted, it will be just as well to continne the pension of ^aphtali, the 
father, and to let his son Joshua keep what he has ^ot. If Fauntleroy, said B. F. 
Butler, 00 the trial of Cashier White, had been tried m the United States, he COUld 
not have been con vie ted aud bruughi to punisiiment. 

How was it that Joshua Phillips came to the eostody and possession of $600,000 
of the people's funds? 

Through Mr. Van Buren's friend, M^jor Noah, as witness tlie following earnest 
appeal and interested voucher : 

Mr. M. M. Noah to Major Swartwont, Hoboken— a month before the latter waa 

appointed as Collector of the port of New York. 

My dear Sir — I mentioned to you that Mr. Joshua and Aaron N. Phillips have been 
many years in the customs. TIIEY ARE AT IMPORTAiNT DESlvS, and 
TH£IR CAPACITY and thorough knowledge of the business is excelled by none 
in the department. In introducing them to your friendly notice I can only assure 
you that their experience and attention to their duties, will be useful to you and ser- 
▼iceable lo the revenue, and that THEY MERIT BY THEIR INTEGRITY 
YOUE EllTIBE CONFa>£NCB. 

% Truly yoQia, M. M. NOAH. 

Kew York, March 31, 1829. 



Mr. Noah's standing, and connectioQ with Messrs. Van Burcn,BntIer, Bowne, AW 
len, Hoyt, and their associates, will more folly appear in the eonrae of the follow- 
ing correspondence : 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Comsellor at Law, 40 Wall Street, New York. 

• Albany, Jan'y 29, 1824. 
Mv Dear friend — The Electoral Law was to have been taken up in the Assembly 

.to-day There is no doubt whaterer that a majority think it ilh 

expedient to pass thebiU, and yet they are so hampered by^premature commitinents, 
and many of them so goaded by their constituents, ns to render it almost morally 
certain that they pass it in some shape or other. Our reliance is on the Senate, and 
we still entertain strong liupes that it will be r^eeted there in whaterer form it 
may comei. Still, this is by no means certain, and the greatest caution and pn^ 
dence, as well as the greatest firmness, are required in presentinp^ the subject to 
the Senators. We have not been, and are not, idle; on the contrary, if ever 
men labored mcesbauiiy, liie ' Conspirators' and the * Regencv,* &c., deserve that 

praise^ Makea suggestion to Mr* Koah, which I trust 

W^not be improperly received by him. It is simply to sus'i^cst that, for the pres- 
ent, the Advocate should not press the claims nor descant nti the merits of Mr. Craw- 
ford. We have in the two branches of the Legisl. about 105 members who arc 
•thorough-going Osneos men. Of these a majority, beyond all doubt, would 
prefer the nomi|^ion of Mr. Crawford, the remainder are for Mr. Clay or Mr. 
Adaras, the smal^t number being for the latter. While these men are willing to 
abide by a CONGRESSIONAL NOMINATION, it isyseiess to advocate the claims 
of Mr. Crawford to stieh a nomination, it being cbbtahi tJiat if any is made U mMH 
fall on him. Besides, by Qressing the claims of that gentleman vou incnr the 
risk of alarming the feelinjrs and encountering the opposition of those firm and 
honest men who have gone with us nobly so far, and are willing to go with us to 
the end, but who are yet unaccountably wedded to Mr. Clay or Mr. AdauM. And 
though I do notbettere they conld be driTen from the resolutions they have co»* 
curred in, in favor of a Caucus at Washington, :hcv may yet be induced to give a 
mxai support to the MUctonl Law^ if they become satished, either that theu caik* 
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didAMfl have ito chance of a Caneue nomination, or that we are determined to fereia 

the claims of Mr. Crawford. Stick to principles ; advocate the necessity of adher* 
ing to the old forms and established doctrines of the party — and express the utmost 
readiness to submit individual preferences to the decision of the Caucus, It wiU be 
^ ' time enough aftBt the nommation, to defend and maintain the charaeter and claims 

' of the successful candidate. .' I should think it injudicious to call 

meetings on this ticldish subject, especially in the country^ where the meetings from 
necessity would be more general than with you^ and where our opponents would t»- 
evitably outmana^e and outnumber us. Inwnir eity^ however ^ the line is so dit* 
ttnctly drawn, A^D YOUR FORCES ARE SO W%LL ORGANIZED, that yon 
have nothing of that sort to apprehend. 

If the meeting about to take plarp should not be more formidable than I think it 
will be, it will nut be misundersiuud here. Its proceedings will be considered as 
the voice, not of the republican party, but of the supporters of Mr. Wheatoo' and 
his colleagues, who arc now very Avell understood by the country members — and 
instead of injuring 1 think it would render us a service if it should stand alone. 

Still it seems to me that we have nothing to gain, and much to 

hazard by giving to this subject any further Excitement of a popular character- 
but as Mr. Bowne knows perfectly the state of things here, your Committee should 
confer with him fully before they adopt any course definitely. 

I omitted to make another suggestion for Mr. !Noah. It is not very serviceable to 
talk much otBurriUSf Lwisites, or the Highminded. Several of the two former 
classes are here Bmoagaar best friends ; and as to the latter, Sudanh Branson, and 
"Wheeler, are as true as steel, in the Senate — and Whiting, Hosmer and several oth- 
ers in the Assembly are among our best and most hopeful supporters in that House. 

J have not written to Mr. Barker about his proposition as to voters for Electors. 
It has been mentioned to several, but we doubt the power of the Legislature to pass 
it, and if they have it, v:q are still more apprehensive of its policy»for reasona 
whicii on reHeciion I think will occur to you. 

Yours truly* B. F. BUTLER. . 

I opened this letter to show Judge S. 



To Jeue Hoyt, Esq, Mabch 3, 1824. 

Dbas Sib : — have the greatest aversion to having my letters extracted for the 

newspapers or much sho^, and notwithstanding a laborious correspondence during 
the winter have hitherto escaped. The promulgation of my anticipation as to 
Messrs. Adams and Clay's withdrawing, would, you know, not induce them to do 
so, if it had not the^ontrary effect. It is best to let those things take their course, 
and there is no ground for fear as to the result. If they continue after New York 
has settled down it will be manifest to all that the contest is prolonged by them to 
the great detriment of the party f axid of the public interest, without the least pros- 
.pect of succesB ; and it will be the hnsiness and duty* of the press to make suitable 
animadversions on the subject. To me the course of the Advocate for the last few 
weeks has been entirely acceptable, as it has been moderate, but firnn and rational, 
which course is, I think, the only one calculated to produce much real eifect ou 
puMic opinkn. Such is not, however, the opinion or lathw the feeling of all ; on 
the cfHitniiy there are many who have been so much pleased and so accustomed to * 
the many good and pleasant things the Major has said, as to regret the deprivation 
of them — and they occasionallv complain to me that the Advocate has lost its spirit. 
As the Msjor has depraved their appetites he is, they think, under some sort of 
obligatioa to feed them on such viands as have become most acceptable to them* 
Make my best respects to him, and to our friends ; tell them that for obvicto reae 
8008, thev must excuse me from not writmg as often as I could wish. 

i our friend, M. Y. BUREN. 



M» M, Ntak to Jesse Hoytf at Albany, 

New York, S3d Feb., 1823. 
Deas Hott, — ^Your favor was delivered bv Col. Brown — am much obliged for 
the inteKst yon take in my affaira. ttr. FhilulMi will hand yon tfaii^ and explain 
ifallythe object of huviilt. Wlthrup€aiothoSiaUfrinimg9ltmm^hit€ontidor • 

i 
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MffMljf M unhandsomely tr€Mt9dhif those from whom I had a right to expect a different 
course ; ancham positive that on the death of Mr. Caniine there was but one voice 
in my favor. If management and intrigue could have been so successfully exerted 
as to wean away my trienda or impair my daims, then there it nothing to expeet 
from the Justice of the Republican party. I cannot blame Mr. Buel in wishing to 
be secured in the payments due him, but considering the difficultij we labored under 
in bringing the Argus in the republican from the Clintontan ranks — considering 
also the fortune which Mr. Buel has made out of it — I think that oppositioD does not 
come with a eood ^ce from him, and that any further surviellance over the State 
Printing shoiud cease. No one knows better thnn yonrself tiiai ihere was but one 
opinion expressed throughout the Union in lelati* n id the perjidious course of some 
of my Ineniis in this city, and but one hope expressed that the Governor or Legis- 
tatwe would by some public ezpressioa of ofwiiion sire those persons to miderstand 
that my services to the party were appreciated, ana my future usefulness regarded 
with a favorable eye. This disposition certainly existed when I arrived at Albany, 
but great exertions are and have been made to check this favorable course. 
I do not concur in .opinion that I should not run unless certaiik of b%i^ chosen Sti^ 
printer. I am not so certain that I can be defeated— hut if so, Jam willing to 
hazard a defeat, reseiVing to myself the right of spreading the' fa s beforr the 
world, and exhibit the system of peddling away the patronage of theStr and above 
all ascertaining who are my friends; it is necessary to know whonr j my friends, 
for ulterior objects. This course will bring me in coUisiori wftn-tie Argusf and 
probably with manv warm friends of mine who are equally frien "v to that estab- 
lishment, but it will enlightf n tlie minds and prepare the feelings of the next legis- 
lature, and they may so act as to do justice to my claimi», wiihoui ret'erence to 
shillings and pence calculations — and if it is deemed the policy of the friends of that 
establisliment to unite in their altem])ts to injnrr me or check my fair and proper 
views, you will concur in the ncce^^uy ( i siandmg on the defensive and attacking 
them in return, which though it may du me no immediate good, cannot remotely 
henefit them. In short, 1 nave been the faithful and zealous servant of TI£B 
PARTY, and have served that party successfully. If men whom I have had to 
contend agairist are now to pronounce on my claims there is an end of further 
silence — it does not comport with character or conduct to submit to it.' Mr. Phillips 
goes up to get a section, authorising legal notices to be published in the Adwcats-^ 
a patronage to which the paper is entitled, aod which it ought to receire. There 
phnulrl be but one voice in favoir of it, in a democratic legislature — and it is necessary 
in relation to the Presidential question. I am persuaded vou and thp delegntion win 
do the best to carry it through ; and I hare only to say that if nothing can be done 
for me — if I have so grievously sinned as to be spoken of as a>candidate for State 
printer. I hope the friends of the Argus will not visit my sihs upon him. At all 
events, he has full powers from me to enter into any arrnn [!rm,fnf , or come to anv 
understanding, which may tend to keep things iuirmoniousiy and comfortably ajioat 
euul prevent schism and division in our ronJu-'-tMM can onif be io»e hy acting jvMUf 
md fairly towards [C7=* each other. 

Always, Dear Hoyt, truly yours, M. M. NOAH. 

" Old Beeswax" says that the Adjutant General must live in Albany. Will 
'General Hatheway do so ?! ! Should a Senator accept the office 1/ 



.9. 



lease Hoyt, EK.* W*«,a«„, ifi^ fi, 18>», 

DiiB S|B,-^I hare recdred jtm thia moment I canuoi help what 
Messrs. Lynch and King may choose to infer from my looks, but the truth is that 

I have at no time doubted of our complete success. The great influence which was 
exercised here to prevent members from attending the caucus, and the subserviency 
«nd higmtitnde or aome who have partaken largely of the favor of the party, were 
calculated to excite strong feelings, which were doubtless sometimes maniMSl, bat 

despondency is a weakness with which I am but little annoyed. On the assump- 
tion that New York wUi be firm aud promptly explicit, we here consider the 
^i^tioa of the eleeuon substantiaUy settled. Xieiihei Mr. 449ms 0^ M^, 
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can keep in the field after the course of New York is positively known. The 
infarmafim on vhich this opinion rests, arid the reasons in its su}>port cannot he given 
i»a letter, i wiii myself be easy on the subject, aod so will our friends here, who 
noTor vert ia better spirits or felt stronger confidence. Make my best respects to our 
frlsadft liTonrs cordially, 

M. v. BUJEIEN. 



Senator Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. 
DearS^ir — The attack on the Vice President* has produced very great excitement. 
The coirse pursued will cause it lo recoil with severity. There is of course not the 
sligbtes pretence for the allcj^ation. Mr. Satterlee Clark of your city is the ** gentle- 
man from New York." My friend Judge Rowan is 45 inches round the chest. My 
quondan friend John A. King, whilst here, staged with Mr. Webster; and u iu n he 
parted torn tne I was so seusiljle from his manner that he carried n hirps from lieia 
which vouid induce the adinioistrution folks to come^out against me tliat i wrote con- 
fidentia^ to Caitobell by the same mall my impressions, and requested General Van 
Rensse^er to Ift^ out for it in (he Ameriean the morning after they left us. The te* 
salt has^ t|ii'at verified my conjectures. Say nothing of this as coming from me* 
E->U \ In haste, YOUr iriend, 

' ifc. M. VAN BUREN. 

WaslfigtonAlp. 30, 1826. 

i ^* . 

I * CHAFTKRXI. 

• 

iir, Jess Uoyt elected to the Legislature, His brother reports for the Press, Col* 
8tone» Mr. Fan Svren on the victory of 1828. AjUi^masoniry. Majaritws use < 
fulfo^ts. Noah^s defeat, ond opinions of his patron. 

In dthough a stranger in New York, party organization, controlled by the wire* 
pullers of pammany Hall, sent Mr. Hoyt back to Albany as a lepresentattve of the 
city of Net York, where he proved a thoroagh-goiog instrument and most serriceablo 
partisan, ie made some speeches but they were dull and heavy; eloquence is not 
nis forte. In 1821, he mride an effort to obtain the office of district attorney of New 
York, bujlaiied. In iSovember, 1828, his patron became Governor elect ot Nqw 
York, anqhis party had by this time come round to the popular candidate for the 
presidencj Andrew Jackson. 

Extractjf a letter — E. Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, Albany, July 1B22. — "You 
will have \rm work this fall in New York. If you can get on the [Assembly] ticket 
you will (^nkly) disappoint me as mncli as tou have yonr Albany friends. They 
asked heri* Who is this Hoyt of New York that was engaged in a cause in Rhode 
Island, wi( Webster, &;c?' *The store keeper,* said l» *The store keeper 1* said ^ 
they — *we what's this world a coming to!' '* 

Extractfrom a letter — Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany, to his brother Jesse at New 
Toilb^aji June 20, 1824.--^ I have commenced reporting regularly for the 
CBBtile. Varies and me do it together, as we formed a partnership before the com- 

mencemcTt)f th session You say you are mnkiog a push for the office 

of attorneyj) *hf oorporation, imd I think your claims are good, I hope you may suc- 
ceed — ^butt ef me it is doubtful, as you undoubtedly have to contend with powerful 
opponents,! not be much disappomted if yoa fail— but I would make a graad 
gal^ to can point this time." 

From thiame to tlie same — Feb'y 15, 1824. — "The Federalists of your city are 
not very strjgiy represented in Colonel Stun, of the Commercial. He is rather an 
inefficient and very little notice is taken of him, except when he Is cautioned by 
tihe presidii^fficer of both Houses to beware how he obtrudes himself within too 
precincts of ose wnlls, from which he was once ordered by comprtrnt authority t0 
keep aloof, tureyes in liiis quarter are at pref^ent t umed towards WaslvogtoBy Slid 
are anxiouslj|aiting to gel the result of the caucus." 




6 



Digitized by Go 



•12 



VAN BUREN TO HOYT ON THE VICTORi' OF NOV. 1828. 



Senator 7. Buren to Mr, Jotn Hoyt, New York, 

Postmark, " Alby. Nov. 8, 1829. Free, M. V. Burtii." 

My Dear Sir: I thank you sincerely for your several communications. They 
have been a source of both pain aud pleasure to be — the latter on account of their 
contentfl, and the former on account of the extreme difficulty I have had to make 
out what their contents were. You would certainly correct this, if yoa knevnow 
extremcly painful it is to your friends. I would have written to you before, but 
have had no time to eat my meals. My house has been run down by my irieuds, 
at one moment flushed with Ticiory, and the next frightened out of their senses, 
and frequently without cause for either. 

Laying the eiloris of Anti-masonry out of view, and of which wc have as vet not 
mu' li beyond rumor, the election has been a real uUl fashioned nineiy-eigit Ofrhu 
Everywhere, as far as ascertained, we have succeeded in democratic couiiies by 
orerwbdming votes, and lost in counties that were formerly federal by snail ma- 
jorities. Saratoga was doctored to death if it is lost which is not certaii. The 
name of Adams, and the character of the discussions, have brought old feeliio^s into 
entire and efficient operation. The result, according to my present knowlcike and 
belief, has been (tmder the circnmstances) signally triumphant. The filiowingf 
vote upon the electoral Ticket I r^ard as absolutely certain. If there are tny mis- 
takes in it, in your part of the State, you can, of course, correct it. 

Queens and Suffolk 1 ascertained. — Kings 1 do. — New York 3 do. — ^Westches- 
ter aud Putnam 1 do. — Dutchess 1 do. — Orange 1 do. — Ulster and Suliivai 1 do.^ 
Oreen and Delaware 1 do. — Schenectady and Schoharie 1 do.-^Herkime 1 do.^ 
Otsego 1 do. — ^Onondago 1 do. We have only partial returns, and they ae favor- 
able. I cannot think there is the slightest doubt of thii« County. Asertained. 
Cayuga 1 ascertained, — Chenango and Broome 1 do. — Tompkins and CoutJandt 1, 
not ascertained, but without tbe slightest donbt — ^17. 

Now, I have not time to speak of the chances in the other districts ;you must 
make them out from the papers. For myself, I should think good luck a'mc would 
give us a few more, and I shall be egregiously disappointed if we do nc get 20 at 
nie very least. Yoa need not believe their stories, for they have not ih slightest 
respect for truth in most cases. We shall t'l* refore havi vu'i s enogh to put 
Jackson's elc -tion out of all question, and WHAT IS OVER IS ONLT IMPO&- 
TANT OK THE SPORE OF BETS. 

Our Governor and i>ieut. Governor majority will be immense. The oiy 4 towns 
in Broome (A CRAZY COUNTY) have given me an unanimous voteviz. 1000, 
and the others, it is supposed, will not reduce that. Everywhere I gc the true 
party vote, and in mamj places Southtoick^s vote will be lars^e. y^e hall have 
nearly 3000 in Ulster and Sullivan, aud between loOO and 2000 in Cyuga; we 
have canied our Sennton in 4 distiiet8» and have a good ebanee to caiy tnem in 
most of the otheia. Our miyotity in the Asstfobly will be as large a is desira^ 
ble. Contending, as we have done, n gainst F'Hieralism, revived Anti-msonry, and 
Money, I am satisfied with the result. I c50RELY REGRET THELOSS OF 
NOAH'S ELECTION, AS WELL AS ON Hl« OWN ACCOUN^, AS ON 
ACCOUNT OF THE COST HIS ELECTION HAS BEEN TO THJ PARTY; 
but one point is* gained, viz: he must be satisfied that his friends kave^ tvith 
their eyes open, sustained a great ntruf^^le, and run much hazard on 'is account, 
J hope there will yet be some way found out of doing something for him. I shall be 
down on Tuesday. In the mean time show this to my frien& BowneVerplanek, 
Hamilton, and Cambrel^. Tell Yerpkmck I have no donbt you ws as much 
frightened he says, and am quite certain that you have aa much pwk aa you 
claim, iiemember me to Mrs. Hoyt, and believe me to be, 

Yours cordially. 

Having, thus, given the Governor elect's confidential statement, in te moment of 
a victory which laid tbe foundation of bis power, so long exerted ki he Union for 
evil ; and reminding the reader of his and Mr. Butler's opinion of Noah, know- 
ing Aim as they did—I select this as the appropriate place in which i lecoid tiieir 
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fKeiid*k MDCimoDts refarding them. Make room, gentlemeD, for the witiieet» Major 

NQah ! — the Regency's Council of Appointment made him High Sheriff of N. Y.— 
General Jackson, Mr. Van Baren, and the Senate of the Union appointed him Sur- 
veyor of the Port of New York — the Supreme Court made him a Cuuiisellor without 
study — and the whigs dubbed him a Judge at the Tombs — but the people never 
trusted him-^wfaen he appealed to their suffrages, money, organization, hired presies, 
and elertioneering— all failed. The Iiishman (Shaw) tttccoeded, and Mr* V. Buraa 
lamented the cost" to the party. 

From the N. T. Evening Star, June 23, 1834. 

Talk of Aaron Burr in comparison with Van Buren ! ! Why, Aaron Burr's ambition 
was a broad, bold, enterprising passion— carried onward by great talent — sustained by 
personal courage, and having the establishmeat of empires Pxt its object; but Van 

Buren's petty intrigues, are a mixture of fawning sycophancy — a IrafTic for office — a sel- 
fish speculation on i)olitteal clianccs — a town-dividing, county-splitting policy — a stock- 
jobbing experiment — a system of rewards and punishments — a little, tricky, imnceuvring, 
aldrmishing, selfish, non-committal spirit, unknown to men of patriotism, spirit, purity, 
and trifv! talents. Tt is wurkinc: with small ni^ents — controlhng v.'oidcer minds — baskintj 
in. the sunshine of other men's influence — watching the turns of the market — ploughing 
ti^day -with the working-men — to-morrow with aliens and adopted citizens — ^pnllinf every 
string and movin? every wire thnt make uj) the political capital of this ambitious and mis- 
chievous little man, through which he hopes to force his way to the presidential chair.— ^ 
M. M. Is'oah, 

And agaiiH^in October— * 

To-day he gets up a plan to hold the state captive by a chain of safety fund banks, whose 
existence depends on paper issues ; to-morrow he is in favur of a metallic enrrency, to please 
a hitjher power, whom he fears. While professine to be a democrat, he enrolls in his legions 
the apostate of every party ; he binds to him by the close ties of itUereat every active poh- 
tieiaa, every speculating editor. He appeals U> the hopes and fbam of every office holder, 
opens a correspondence with the Pope to obtain catholic votes, and degrades his own coun- 
try to stand well with the British government, is the friend and the enfmy of ihr Bank of 
the United States, the patrou of the Kitchen Cabinet, the flatterer and sycophant ul tiie 
President. 

When we look at the career of Mr. Van Bnren, we are astonished at his perscrerancc, 
bis industry, his close calculations and his active, untiring spirit* £yer restless and per* 
torbed tiiere is no chance that he leaves nntonched— no eir<ntB untried. He travels fnnn 

county to county from town to town ; sees every body, talks to eveiy body, comforts fhe 

disappointed anduflatters the expectant with hope of df^cess. 

The world will ask is this perseverance, this industry, this extreme of management 
to henefit this eonntry, its constitntion, its prosper i ty, or to promote its tranquillity f 
We answer, tio, no, no — it is with the hope of hencfittins^ kimaelf, of promoting his own 
advancemetU, With Martin Van Buren, the world has no allurements but for himself ,• 
the splendid country which gave hun birth, no glory that he can not appropriate to fctm- 
telf alone. He does not know the meaning of the word patriotism; it has no place in his 
Tocabulan'. Is it not strange, that with all these facts admitted he ^^lu.uld have hopes 
and strong expectations of becoming the Chief Magistrate of this great uaiioa ? And yet 
it is so* 

Every paper almost that we open speaks contemptuously of Van Buren's prospects for 
the Presidency; but they speak without knowing the labors of the man, and the vast ma- 
chine of intrigue and corruption that he has set in operation in every part of the Uiuon; 
they speak under the impression that the people will choose their President without reflect- 
ing that it is the will of the present Execntivp and so transmitted to every othce holder 
throughout the land that Van Buren is his choice for the succession ; they do not eee the 
fox prowling near the barn; the mole burrowing under ground ; the pilot fish who plunge* 
deep in the oce^'on one spot, and comes up at another to hreathe the air. Tf it were the 
free, unbought, unthreatened voice of public opinion, his chances could not be counted, but 
Van Buren trusts nothing to the good opinion of the people ; their wiU, their wishes, their 
desires, their frank and unbiassed suffrages, heNgeets and rep\uliates, his appenl is to ^be 
interests and the fears of men, he secures those whom he imagines cotUrols P^hl^ opinion, 
he buys the leaders, and makes them accountable for the rank and file.— If • ^ooh.. Star, 
Oce. 1634. 
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CBA&ACTE&a OF VAX BVREM BY HOAB. AND 0TESR8. 



The same M. M. Noah that wroto tho abofo on the one tide, published on tba 
SOth of Feb. 1828, ae follows, on t*other : 

The question is ever} where asked, ' Who will be our next governor ? Where shall we 
find a man of the talent, the businesB habits, and the enlarged views of GoTernor Clinton f 
Martin Van Bnrpn spcins to be the most prominent citi/en for that impor- 
tant office. He is most faouUar with the affairs of State — the most conversant with its po- 
litical relations* His talents are of the hig^iest order. His integrity has never been ques- 
tumed, and his manners are at once fiank, amiaUe and popnlar.'' 

On Sept. 29, he hoists his flag for Van Buren and Throop, adding—" We have 
BOW two candidates of the old democratic school." And on the 3d of November* 
just five days before his friend ilie goveruor elect penned the foregoing epistle, he 
adds — " The whole State appenr^ animated with but one voice^it is Van Bnren and 
Throop— both incorruptible republicans of the old school." 

When shall America eease to eneonrace, sanctloB and applaad the Noahs, Ben* 
netts, Butlers, Van Burens, Hoyts, and Croswells, who thus make sport of the doar« 
est interests of a lovely country ? 

" .Solomon snys snmewhere or other, I think it is in Castlcvetro'a, or Castlenuo- 
vo's edition — is uut there ^luck u one that the infatuation of a uatiuu fur a foohsh 
minister is like that of a lover for an ugly woman : when once he opens his eyes, 
he wonders what the devil bewitched him." The quotation is from Horace Wal- 
pole, and although it is well understood that Mr. Van Burcn is determined to lenve 
no stone unturned that may be iu tiie way of his serving out another four years, yet 
we would fain hope that *Uhe magician*' will be no more able to bewitch Co- 
lumbia. 

I was rather astonished, in 1P41, to see the following description admitted aS a 
commumcation under the editorial head of the JN. Y. Evening Post ; 

" Mr. Van Buren has little moral faitii cf any kind ; barely enough to need no artificial 
excitation of body or mind. This deficiency drives him into nn artificial code of political 
practice, in which he refers all social actions to individual interests, and all political actions 
to combinations of those interests. He believes fimly in the Ibree pi nuimagttimtt or the 
cool, considerate, artful application of general propositions to the existing temper an 1 opin- 
ions of the masses, as far as these can be ascertained, and without any leading rei'erence 
to their propriety or durability. His generalization of social phenomena never reaches so 
&r as to a moral power, or necessary truth in public opinion ; but he simply deab with the 
collective opinions of men, as manifested by the representatives, or otherwise conspicuous 
individuals from or among the people, by means of certain easy rules analogous to addi- 
tion, sabtractlon, nraltiplteation and division in arithmetic. He belongs wholly to tiie 
present time, and may be said to represent tradine; or business politics. He is the very im- 
personation of party in its strictest features of Ibruml discipline and exclusive combination. 
He is ceremonious, polite, reserved in manner, very small, and extremely neat in per- 
son." 



CHAPTER Xn. 

JLetterSf by Gov. Van Buren, and Messrs* Cambrelengt Coddingtont J. A. Hamil' 
ton, Ingham, Dudley, L. Hoyt and Butler. The Stealth Offiee^Drs, Westemeltf 

Havens,' Manley, McNeven. ** The party'''' saved by a doctor. Mr. V. B» afraid 
of Col. Pitcher. Jesse Hoyt and the Dist. Attorney''s place. Coddington office 
hunting. He is ready to abandon Jackson and ific party, if, c^c. Hoyt, Butler 
and y. D. on office. John Duer in dange'* On pUghling faUh to Mr. V, Bm 
F. A'j friendship for W. A. Duer, 

["2 sheets, charge M. V. B." Post markt Albany, Feb. 8."] 

PHooee. AuAKT, Feb. 1, 1629. 

ljusse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, New York. 

Mt Dear Sir,— T am distressed by Lorenzo's aceoara 
of youf affaui In New York. When will the Republican Party be made sensible of 
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dl« Indltpensable necessity of nominating none but true and tried men, so that when 

they siirrorfj ihcy ^ain something? Tlic snme frame that is playing witli you was 
in H degree played here on the nomination of Attorney GeuciuJ. The only personal 
objection thai was made to Mr. Butler^ was his conduct last ■wiuUr in regard to the 
CKmton BiU^ and I betteve that every CIiDtonian in both houses voted against luin» 
except Charles Livitif;ston, of whose vote I ani advised. Mr. B. depended upon your 
cit}^ vote, and would have succeeded if he had {;ct it. Cargill, Arnold, Alburtiis, and 
Mr. Allen, voted for him — beyond that nothing is lioown. I must insist upon you not 
mentionkig my name in connection with this subject in any form. McJ^ U a point 
if please to see my good friend CODDINGTON, and say to him Uiai IhaeenU 
hem able to foUowhis advice in relation to the, Hcallh appointmenis, and hope to sati>ify 
him when 1 see him that I have dune right. The claims of Dr. Westervelt wrre, 
taking all things into the account, decidedly the strongest, and much was due to the 
relation in which be stood to Governor Tompkins, especially from one who knew so 
well what the latter has done and sulfered for this State. I should forever have re- 
proached myself if I could have refused so small a tribute to his memory. "Wester- 
velt is a geotlemau and a man of talent, of a Whig Family, and a Democrat from his 
cradle. He was three years in the Hospital and five yean Deputy Health Oflicer, 
until he was cruelly removed through the iostrumentality of Dr. Harrison, who, to 
my knowledge, owed his appointmf iit to the unwearied and incessant pprsrvpranco of 
Governor Tompkins. Havens has been at the station but a year ruid iias never seen 
a case of yellow lever in his life. All that I could do for him (and he has not a better 
friend in the world*) was to satisfy myself that Dr. Westervelt and the Board of 
Health would retain him in his present station. I cannot dismiss Dr. Manley. His 
extraordinary capacity is universally admitted ; and his poverty, and misfortune in 
regard to the new Medical College which he brought into existence but failed to get 
a place in it, has excited a sympathy for him with medical men in all paita of the State 
of unprecedented extent. Mr. Clinton was so sensible of it that he once actually 
nominated him for health officer, and was upon the point of doing it asjain the very 
week when he died. //'^ removal if made could onii/ he placed on political ^rounds^ 
and as he was a zealous Jackson man at Ui,e last election Utat could not have been done 

Butler feels less than any of liIs friends. 

Yours truly, M. V, BUflEN. 

I had promised not to interfere and did not. 



Jesse Hoyt, Esq. 

Dear Sir — It is impossible to judge correctly without a view of the whole ground. 
Some two or three weeks before the meeting of the Leffislature, Sudam by letter re- 

? nested my neutrality. I shewed to Mr. Butler, and, with his approbation, replied, that 
would consider it my duty, under all circumstances, not to interfere, f^rrmson's friends 
had the address to pnsh J)iuiley into the Senate, and iMARCY WAS SO SITUATED 
THAT I MUST MAKE HIM A JUDGE OR liUIN HIM. These circumstances 
cave color to the clamour about Albany dictation, which it became neceMary to respect. 
No one was better satisfied than Mr. Butler of the impolicy and positive impropriety of 
niy interference, as matters stood. My friend Campbell is certninly wronj^ if he blames 
me. He was as anxious to have Manley retained as to have iiitchcock appumted> and 
the amount of his advice, therefore, was, that I should give the two most valuable offi- 
ces to two old Federalists who never acted with us till last fall, and that to the exclu- 
sion of a young man who, with all his connexions, have been Republicans in the 
worst of times — who has already been sorely persecuted, and. uhose frmntss SAVED 
US AT THE HERKIMER COiNVENTION— /or, had it not been for thejearUsi 
and prompt stand taken hv Dr* WuterveU after the first informal haUt^ PI15CHER 
WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE BEEN NOMINATED. After all, it is 
very doubtful v, !ipthpr he pets rhroni'h the Senate. Mr. Schenck is co-operatinp^ 
with the opposition in the Senate, and all the old enemies of Tompkins, to get him 
rejected. About one third of the Senate are absent, and the probability is that he 
will fail. If so, I shall not nominate Havens. I have been very friendly to himt 
and have done all that was necessary to ppcnre him (with good conduct on his 
I>art) in his present place, and I can never lend myself to promote the views of 
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those who eoaletee with our enemies to sacrifice Republicans who stsy at home, 

and trust to their friends that they may crct their places. 1 should not have given 
Manley the of/irc orii^nna/!y if I coufd Jsnv^ found a rnmpetent Republican to take it. 
But being [lujcumpeteni aud poor I cuuid not thinn ii proper to remove one Clin* 
tOBian Jackson man to pm in another. Dr, McNeven was his own only compstitor* 
Targee has had as little to do with the matter as you have, and less than Mr^ 
Blo^good, or abont as much. T rej^et the JBtate of affairs with you. It v/ill work 
itself clear in the end. The general remedy is an alteration of the time ol your 
charter elections. Belieye me to be, renr sincerely your friend, 

M. V. BUREN. 
Albany, Feb. 8, 1S29. 
Barker yesterday presented his formal complaint against the Recorder. He be- 
haved with great propriety, you must say nothing of my views in regard to Havens. 

(Post mark Washington.) Washington, 7 Feb., 1829. 

Dear H.— I have your letter for the Major [Noah,] who has not yet arrived 
when he does he shall have it. When ihc time comrfi to sfnkr there is no man for 
whom I would do more than for our friend Mr. C. [CoddingtoD,] none deserves 
more than he does. You are mistaken — Ohio is for itself. I expect soon to hear 
the result of your baliotings. Very truly yours, 

C. C. CAMBBELENG. 

New York, Toh, 13th, 1S29. 
Dear Hoyt — have seen Al. Coe, he has signed in yuur iuv ur, luaking live ; and 
he informs me there is no doubt of your getting the eight that voted for you in 
caucus — and in addition I have no doubt you wul get Lee, which is aU that is 

required. 

You no doubt remember what I told you three weeks before the election of 
Kayor, That Bowne must and should be the Mayor — that I seldom foUed in what J 
undertook in earnest (particularly for other people-~how it will Be with myself I 

know not) in the way of politics. 

The result will be this in the end. \ ouli be District Attorney and Sherman 
Clerk. 

Noah's having gone to Washington, several of those who voted for him in caucus 

have left him, under the impression lie will i^^^ct something there. 

His clnim'; are certainly far greater than Sherman's and I have not the least doubt 
he would have succeeded but for this impression. 

You may rest assured I shall leave nothing undone that can be done fairly and 
honorably to promote your interest. 

General Duff Green was elected Printer to the House on Trusdarj by a majority 
ol two votes, and General Jackson was in the neighborhood and expected in 
Washuigtoii on Wednesday. 

I observe that ourfrieyid Silas Wright^ Jr. Esq., has reached Albany. 

I want you to go with Cargill and i^old to the ChanceUor, to Judge Marcy, the 
Comptroller, and Secretary of State. 

If they do not like to sign my naked application, you'll please draw up a jomt 
letter for them to sign in my favors addressed to our two Senators in Congress 
stating they are ptrsonaHy acquainted u-uh mc, and rccommendin<T- 7ne as a suiiahla 
person to fll th'' office of Surveyor and Jnsjcrtnr of the I'ort of New York, 

Tliis I want you to attend to without delay, as they may get committed. 

Recollect that T. L. Smith (the Calhoun man,) is a candidate—donU let htm 
his friends know that I am an applicant until after we get all the signers we can. 

If anvihinn; of interest occurs X will write you again* Yours truly, 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq.*' J. I. CODDINGTON. 

Address, " Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany. ' i er G. Tucker, Esq, 
"SUNDAY morning. New York, Feb. 16, 18S9. 

"Dear Hoyt,— We had a full meeting THIS morning at Head Quarters — Ai- 
derman C. of the first was there— also Ji;dge 0« (I mean his brother Jesse), Capt* 

Coihn, kz, &c. 
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We had under consideration the Major's letter from Washington, which yonni set 
in this morning's Enquirer — also your nomination for District Attorney. 

Aldermap Ccbra declines si^rning any paper, but says they iiiiow where to Imd 
bim, and is willing to into a ballot immediately, and would YOte for you. 

Colonel Rohcrt Arnold of iVew Jersey dined with me to day. lie is just arrived 
from Washinp^ton, and iatVirms mc that there is no doubt of our friend Goverocnr Vul 
Buren's being Secretary ol* Slate. 

I have availed myself to write thus much in time to send you through my neigh- 
hoai Gideon Tucker, who leaves here this momiD^ , for Albany. 

Very RespectfuUy» &c. J. I. COBDINGTON. 



12ic. P'm k. N. Y. 20 Feb. Address Jesse Hoyt, Esq., care ctf Lorenzo Hoyt, 
. £aq., Albany.*' 

New York, Feb. 20th, 1889. 
Dear Sir— I am in receipt of your faTors of the 16th and 18th, and am pleased to 
leam that Mr. T. L. Smith is not an applicant — but really I doa*t understand the 
impropriety of {retting the support of our Republican Friends in the Legidature, 

whether from Town or Country. 

It is not a new thing. I have known it to be done both in this Stale, and also in 
other states, by persons applying for offices under the General Government. 

I remember signing? /or the fr>r>nfs of s( veral of the Country Members the win- 
ter T wfis at Albany, but if I recollect riglii I told you my object in getting the 
Couuuy Members was not so much with the view of strengthening me as it was to 
prevent others from getting them, 

I shall be perfectly satisfied with any course you and my other friends may think 
proper to adopt. 

Before the receipt of your last letter I saw Al. C. of the 1st on Change yesterday* 
He asserted boldly that he would support yott for District Attorney. 
He cannot nor dare not back out. 

I called to day at Coe's to know if any more had signed, but he had not the pa- 
per, and informed me that the Recorder liad it — and I intend to sec it to-morrow, 
(would to<day but for the violent snow storm — at least \2 inches has fallen since 
morning,) and endeavor to get the 9 to sign, and £ thmk there is no doubt of getting 
that number. 

1 observe you wish it kept a secret that our friend the Governor is going to AVash- 

ingtoQ. — Why even our opponents know ii here. As I 

hare got Allen andBogardus^ would it not be well enough to get our other two Sena- 
tors from this district? — This I leave entirely to you to do or not to da Muir(Qw 
eral) tells me that Arnold told him that he h:id got the Chancellof OD, but at yon 
say nothing about, tho't perhaps he was mistai^en. 

If he has not signed should like you to get him. 

I have one more favor to ask you — let me know the day that Mr. Van Buren will 
probably leave Albany for Washington. 

Your friend J. I. CODDINaXON. 

In a long letter of Feb. 23d, 1829, per mail, J. L Coddington says he has had a 
confidential letter from a M., of C, Wash'n, announcinir who the members of the 
Jackson Cabinet were (it was correct) — Codd'n bids Hoyt take the list to Gov. 
V. B. — ^he then winds up^ 

'* I hare to renew my request in mine of Saturday, which Is, that yoa*l ascertain 
as near as you can what time Mr. Van Buren will lenve Albany." 

** P. S. I open this to sny that my Washington letter says that the general opinion 
was that Gen. Jackson meuni lo t ike of his friends. J. 1. C." 



Per Mail_'< Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany Post-mark, N. Y., 29th Marcb 12i cents, 

red ink. 

" Confidential New York, March 29th, 1829. 

My dear Sir — I have received your fayor of the 25th. 

My interview with Mr. Van Buren was not quite as satisfactory as I could wish 
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OFFICE HUNTING — CODDINGTOK RKADT TO REBEL ! 



or indeed had a right to expect, after hearing what Silas Wright, Jr. laid to Arnold 
X will explain further when I see you. 

Jt may all end very tueUi but I am ^rej)aTed to hear of Noah, or Hector Craig recciv^ 
ing the appoinimenlU 

\on no doubt have heard ere this that Major Swartwout) of Hoboken, if to be 
Collector of New York. He told nre so himself. 

The General had promised it to him, provided he could make certain arrangements, 
which he says he very soon accomplished, and sent on — and expects his Commissioo 
on Teitsday mommg. But notwithstanding all he si^s, Alley, Fish, and others dont 
believe it, or rather wont believe it. 

Frank Ogden, it is said, will go to Iiiverpool. You well recolUU thai Cttmhrcieng 
expecls this appointment, 

Thus (if true) are TWO OF THE VERY BEST OFFICES in the gift of the 
Ooverament GIVEN TO PEBBONAL FRIENDS, and tdOunU even amndimg 
Ms Cabin et. 

There is considerable dissatisfaction here thai Mr. Van i3ure& was not at Washing- 
ton sooner. 

Messrs. Bailey, Aller, Bloodgood and Fish, and others, eaUed on Governor Van 
Buren on Monday, and expressed to him what ihey deemed the mthee of the Party^ 

thai Thompson, JDurr, S^t. ovaht to he removed. 

The Governor told them that he had received a long letter from you respecting 
removals — but particularly about the District Attorney. 

It is said C. D. Golden is a candidate for Duer's place* If so, there is another jper- 
ional friend of the General's in yovr way. 

IF THE PRESIDENT t^KRUES THIS COTTRSE THE PARTT IS 
KUINED. AND THE SOONKK WE BEGIN TO BUILD UP A Isi-W 
THE BETTER.* 

Let me hear from you again soon, and believe me to be vours trnlv, 

1. I. CODDINGTON.f 



James A. Hamilton, Acting Secretary of State, Washington, to Jesse Hoyt, at New 
York. 

Department of State, March 10, 1829. 
Dear Sir — I have with pleasure received your letter. As to Mr. Duer, I will say 
to yon, as I said to his Brother-in>law Mr. Bunner^" While I am not called upon to 
to make an effort to displace Duer, his conduct on an occasion of great feeling and 
delicac5% (the controversy with Mr. King about the * Hamilton Papers') was not such 
as to occasion regret to me if he bhouid loose his otlice, or to induce me to turn a 
finger to retain him.** I agree wi& wm entirdy m the propriety of making thange* 
FOR THE REASON YOU SUGGEST. 

With Teiy great regard, your friend and sorvant, 

JAMES A. HAMILTON. 



Franked, S, D. Ingham, Treasury Department. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., I^ew York.** 

Dear Sir — I have received yours. 

The District Attorneys have osnally been recommended by the Secretary of the 
Treasnry— but often the applications have been made directly to the President. 

* Coddington afterwards got the New York Post-office. It is evident that pelf was the ruling' prfncipttt 
with him. Had it not been, lie would not have dreamt of deserting those he had act ed with, and endeavor* 
ing to raise a mutiny in the republican cainp> becaUM Gaaoral Jackson had given away one or two out of 
(KMKK) oiiices. He is fond of Intrigue and manamiiiefit, bmca hi* friendship for Van Burm. At the 9th 
«f January dinner, at Tammanf Ital), this year, his toast was ** Ckyvernor Van Rnren— A«> fidelity a* a par- 
ti*pn— his talent and integrity as a statesman, have secured him the choico of the people." 

t Tliiii Messrs. Coddington and Swartwout were upon as intimate and fncndly terms with each other aa 
Messrs. Swartwout :ind Hoyt, at tSie time wKi ti Coddiiigton threatened to mutiny and build vp ft Mw paitj 
to opposo Jaclison's measures, is evident fmni the following amonsr other private letters : 
Mr. J. I. Cod.i'.iigton, lo C(»ll(!ctor Sw.artwuut, New York, May Clli, lb29. 

Dear Sir — Mr. Isaac Warren is the old ]) mocrat%c Repubhcan in w hose lavor I spoke to you tometitne 
since. He has been trying to get an nppoint.nent from Mr. Thompson, tlie last seven years — and hope he 
nay now succeed* Mr. white and Mr. McDennutt have also lequested me to speak to you in their favor 
ftor a sitoation. / km>e aha to request that so able and efllciiaDit aa oOesr aa J&. Jfathaniel Hunt may net bt 

•fMOMA YooismoatraivectffiUj, J. I. CODDlNGTONk 
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OFFICE SEEKING THE DUERS FOLLOWERS. 4$ 

Am to the several particulars noticed in your favor, I cftn only iay that it hecomes 
tis to speak rather in action than by woids, lest the latter may be misunderetood-p- 

Ihe former cannot be. 

Excuse sliori letters — necessity compels me to be very brief. 

Xoun eineeiely, S. B. INGHAM. 

Washington, 11 Siaieh, *29. 

Washington City, March 14, 1829. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. 

Mt Dear Sir, — I have been favored with your esteemed letter, 
dated the 9th inst. In reply to your question, I will state, that from no other person 
excepting yourself have 1 received any communication touching the office^ of District 
Attorney. Mr. Sanftrd tells me he has also receiyed a letter from you, and that the 
office in question, the hestowment of it, is with the Department of State ; Mr. Van 
Buren will, of course, have much to say in it, and to whom you observe that you 
have written. There will not be any removals from office before the Senate adjourns, 
at least from offices in your city, as I am informed. It was expected that we should 
adjourn this day sine die ; but we meet again on Monday, when there will, i hare 
no doubt, be an nbsoluie adjournracnt. 

The appoiiitnu nts are all announced in the })apers — the few nominanons Icff to 
act on are of a military nature — ^Brevets, &c. With great respect, I am, dear Sir, 
your faithful and obed't ser?*t, CHA8. £. DUDLEY. 

P. S. I shall hare the pleasure of seeing yoQ at New York on my way home, 
most probably. C. £. D, 

Mu Lorenzo Uoyt to hU brother Jesse* 

Ali^any, March 17, 1829. 

Mt Dear Brother, — I have received your letters of late — those on the subject 
of District Attorney among the rest, and I have seen and read the one to Mrs, 
Butler* It seems to me to have been labor lost, for at the last conversation I had 
with her about the Washing-ton expedition, she seemed as firm in her opposition as 
ever. What they will ultimately conclude about it, 1 don't know ; they will probably 
come to no determination at nresent. I also saw your letter to Mr. Butler. His 
opinions and feelings had unaergone a great change about the District Attorney 
matter since he saw you. I met him in at Mr. Y. Buren's, Saturday afternoon, and the 
conversation between us three, who were alone, accidentally turned upon that sub- 
ject ; and Mr. Butler then observed, that he began to think quite diHerently about 
It ; and he now says, what I could not but think he would say, that As con do notk* 
ingfor Duer, He thinks your last letter places the subject on a strong ground ; and 
thnt such arguments, addresser! to Mr. Van Buren, would be very apt to kindle a 
prn-,r fr din ^ of resentment AGAINST A SET OF MEN WHO HAVE NOT IT 
lis Tii£M to BE HONEST AND TRUE TO HIM. Mr. Van Buren observed, 
on the occasion that I have mentioned, that he had a letter from you that morning, 
and that you had set about the matter with a very determined spirit. I further 
understood him to say, that he should not interfere, especially to save Duer. Before 
much had been said on the sulnect we were interrupted by persons coming in. I 
am a good deal surprised that Mr. Van Buren can be neutral in this, and that ha 
will not not lend the utmost weight of his influence to displace from oflteeeueh mm 09 
John Duer. He ought to be satisfied by this time, that that cla^s of men can never 
be liis real or pretended friends, any further than is necessary to promote their own 
interest; ha strange as it may seemt I do believe that his fear of the effect of such 
a measure^ is the only motive that would prevent his conferring on W. A. Duer, 
any office within his disposal. You will probably see him when in New York, and 
you ought then to present your views to him in the plainest mariner. If we have 
been struggling for the success of Jackson and the acquisition of political powery for 
the benefit of our opponents, I wish to know it, so that Ima^ know how to act here* 
after. From the manner in which the President has exercised his power thuS &r, 
1 am inclined to think, that he will go" the whole Hog." 

Mr. Van Buren left this morning about il o'clock. Mr, Butlef went with him as 
&x as Kinderhook or Hudson. Write me. 

Yours affeetionatelyy L. Ei 

7 



Digitized by Go 



fiO BR0WK90N — SWARTWairt^^rO THS VZOTOEfl BELOJM THB 8¥OILi. 

[AddraiMd to N. York— post mark Albany.] 

JesidHoyt, Esq. Albany, March lOth, 

My Dear Sir — 1 have not been able to furnish Cliauceiior Waivvoiiii with 
a copy of * s answer, tny original copy having got into that celebrated reeep* 
facte of Chancery papers, from which nothing is ever to be withdrawn— the draw 

or bushel basket, (I don't know which,) of his venerable predecessor 

T whh I had time to say something of your last letter, but as the hour for closing 
the uiaii is at hand 1 must defer, and if I defer the whole matter will tumble into 
LimbOi for I oever can undertake to answer an old letter. You do me injustice In 
your mode of Stattng the case. As between you and John Duer I never can hesi- 
tate. You are not only the oldest friend, but most assuredly HAVE THE STRONG- 
EST POSSIBLE CLAIMS UPON ME— ckiiAa which, I hope to convince you I 
have not forgott en, and eon never forget, 

Mnu !B. continues to think illy not only of the Washington people, but of your 
arguments in its favor. I shall submit the matter wholly to her decision, thoii^}! my 
judgment, not less than my inclination, tells me she is vvroog in some of her uhjeO' 
tions— if not m all. Most truly yours, 

B. F. BUTLER. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Srawnson on Restorations. Swartwout to Hoyt. OJfice Hunting, — **to the Victors 
helong the Spoils.'" Jcsae advised to push like a Devil.'' ae does so. Addres' 

ses Sec^y Van Burcn. Jhi/an FarraU. Help your fi-if nds. Heroics — '■^ hlood 
nobly shed.^^ Rttrihutive justice, 6fC. RmJolph Bnunrr's i trgain. Gouverncurs 
bet. Jesse hits hard — Ihrealens to tssue " ihc Lije and Adventures oj John 
JDuer** — lakes Clay and Jaekson^s boldness. 

The reader, now admitted behind the scenes, can not fail to recognize the wonder- 
ful accuracy of xMr. Bruwnson's views as to the inevitable effect which the return to 
power of Mr. Van Buren and his followers must have had. Mr. Polk's election Is 
but the least of two evilst but it is the least. 

" Considerate men, who stood by Mr. Van Burcn, and made no inconsiderable sa- 
crifices to sustain him, felt that all was not lot^t; nay, that the gain night, possiUy, 
in the long run, overljulunce the loss. Mr. Van Buren, they felt, -was out of the -way, 
and this, in itseU, was no trifling gain. Hope sprang up afresh, and, in the buoyancy 
of their hearts, they were disposed to treat him with all tenderness, to tread lightly 
on his faults, to forget the injuries he inflicted on the Republican cause, and to mag- 
nify, as much as possible, his virtues and public services. . . . But the re-appear- 
ance of Mr. Van Buren on the sta^e changes the whole aspect of aliairs. He comes 
not alone, bat as the chief of a band, which the coantry had derontly hoped was dis- 
perscd, never to be collected a?uin. He come: the representative of the same old 
corrupt and corrupting system of party tactics, followed by the same swarm of greedy 
snoilsmen, with their appetite for jdnnder sharpened by the few years' abstinence 
they have been forced, through the remains of the original virtue and patriotism of 
the country, to practise. Gratify his wishes, restore him to the place he is personally 
soliciting, and we lose all that was good in the defeat of the Republican party in 1840, 
and retain only the evil ; we restore what, witii an almost unheard of eflfort, the country 
had thrown off, and place the Republican party in the Gonditipn in whidk it must be defeated 
again, or the country irretrievably ruined." 



Collector Swartwout to Collector Hoyt. 

Washington, 14 March, 1829, 
My dear Jessika — Your very beautiful and intirc intcrestinjSf letter of the 8th was 

received in due course ot law. / hold to your doctrine fully, that NO I) D 

RASCAL WHO HADE USE OF HIS OFFICE OR ITS PilOFITS for the 
purpose of keeping Mr. Adams in, and Gen. Jackson out of power, is entitled to the 
least lenity orrnrrcy. sarr that of hanging. So we think both alike on that head. 
Whether or not, X shall gel anything in the general scramble for plunder, re- 
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maim to be proyen ; but I rather guess I shall. Wliat it wiU be is not yot lo 

tain ; perhaps Keeper of the Bergen light house. 

I rather think Massa Pomp stands a smart chance of going som^wherei perhaps 
to tbe i^ace you have named or to the devil. 

Your man* if you want a place, is Col. Hamilton. He being now the second 
officer in the government of the Union, and in al! probahility, our next President. 
Make your sail to him, then, and you will get what you want. 1 know Mr. Ing- 
hana slightly, and would recommend you to PUSH LIKE A DEVIL, if you ex- 
pect any thing from that quarter. I can do you no good in any quarter of the 
world, liavini^^ iiiii,'iiiy little influence beyond Iloboken. The great goers are the 
new men ; the old troopers being all spavined and ringboned from prpvious hard 
travel. I've got the bols, the let-lock, hip-joint, gravel, hall and iuuudeib ; and I 
assure you if I can only keep my own leg^, I shall do well ; but I*m darned il 1 
can carry any weight with me. When I left home, I thought my nag sound and 
strong, hut the bear-t is rather broken down here* I'll tell you more about it when 
I see you in Hew York. 

In seriousness, my dear Sir, your support must come from Mr. Van Beuren and 
Mr. Col. Hamilton; I could not help you any more than your clet^; if I had the 
ability, rest assured I would do it without prompting. 

Tell Robert Sands that I am oilended with him ; he promised to write to ine and 
Mr. H. on business, and he has not done il. My best respects to him. I shall be 
home in two or three days. Till when, do all you can to improve your fortunes, 
and believe sincerely, Yours, SAM. SWARTWOUT. 



Mr, Jesse Hoyt to Hon. Martin Van Bur en. 

Saturday, 11 o'clock, A. M., March 21, 1S29. 
Dear Sir, — I am under the necessity of leaving this evening so as lo be m 
Albany Monday morning at the opening of the Court of Chancery, and I presume I 
shall not be able to see you. The man whom I had spoken to as your valet has 
called every day this week to see when you was to he m town, but I have not seen 
him to-day, but I have left word at my oHiee if he calls to send him to the City 
Hotel. His name is Bryan Farrall. lie has good recommendations from Mr. W. 
B. Astor. He has lived with Mr. Prime, from whom I have learned more particu- 
larly his character. He is very capable, sober, honest — his only fault is his bad 
temper, for which Mr. Prime discharged him — but a man who would not suit Mr. 
Prime in this particular, would never have occasion to exhibit that failing to you, 
but of this you are to judge. As a general rule it is an objection to a servant He 
ia married, but would leave his family here. This is all I have to say on domestic 
concerns, and what else I have to say is not iipcn •^nf if rt? of les« imporfance, but 
which you may (and, as the world goes, perhaps justly,) consider as partaking a 
little ot selfishness — but, as Mr. Richie said the other day in a letter to Mr. !Noah, 
** Mr. Van Beuren must tell the truth to General Jackson." So I ought to tell the 
truth to you, and I will do so, at the hazard of forfeiting your confidence and good 
opinion ; i'or, if I have it now I am under serious apprehensions tliat I cannot retain 
it long without abandoning all political honesty, consistency, and '* straight for- 
' wardness*^ I take it for granted that all who do not support the present administra- 
tion you will not consider your friends, and of course will lose your confidence. I 
have said from the commencement of the contest that I would not support any ad* 
ministration who would support men in power that had contributed to overthrow 
the democratic party in this State. I have preached this doctrine too long, and it 
has taken too a footing here, to be easily got rid of. This is not only the doc- 
trine in theory, but we require it to be reduced to practice by the servants of the 
people to whom we have temporarily delegated the trust. I speak now the universal 
seiiuments of the democracy of this city, and you may rely upon it no man can be 
sustained who aids or abets in the disappointment of the just expectations of the 
people on this subject — and all personal considerations and private friendshij)s must 
yield to political jusfice. The leading politicians of this city ( Mr. Targee and Mr. 
6owne excepted) require the removal of Mr. Jonathan Thompson ; and Mr, Bowne 
will put in jeopardy his own situation by attempting to sustain Mr. Thompson. 
Mr. Peter Siagg and the appraiser every body seems to take for granted will be 
removed. We have in this State fought off the infiunoas charges against General 
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'9Bt PUBLIC PATRIOTISM TOO OFTEN MEANS ONLT PUBLIC PLUNDER. 

Jaekflon and yourself and ffare the /f> to the authors and pnbiisbeis of tbem. To 

coniinae those in power who contributed to sustaining those charges would but ad- 
jnit ihe truth of them, and throw hack a rebuke upon for contradicting them. 
TAi5 rebuke is unjust, and we wtli not receive tt with impunity/ from an administra' 
tion which WE THE PEOPLE hope created. Nor can we sanciion the doctrine 
of the administration, or any of its membf rs, buyinf^ up its enemies at the expense 
of its friends. " The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church," and that hlnnfl 
which we nobly shed in 1824 in defendtnis our principles and our party is stil^ cni-f//rJ 
hy the recollection of OUR SUFFERINGS in that memorable fi^ht, and we wiii 
not now permit it to be handed over to the mercf or magnanimity of those who 
were the cause of its being shed — but we ask that retributive justice shall ie dealt 
out to those icho from that time to this have not ^hrathcd their swords or ceased in 
their efforts to prostrate us. In calling upon our friends, to act in this matter, we 
shall, as we always haTe done, repudiate the doctrine of neutrality. We shall ex* 
Ticct every man to take sides one way or the other, either for or against reaunfois, 
rhf old maxim of *' those not for us are against us," 3 ^11 have so often recogiiiT^ed 
that its authority cannot be denied. I have one word 10 say upon a particular case 
about which I am particularly excited for various reasons — it is the case of Mr. Duer. 
He was appointed by Mr. Charles King, and his removal or retention is probably left 
with you, at least so says Mr. Sanford and Mr. Dudley, if I read the letter of the 
latter correctly. Mr. Banner, I jjresume, /w* made his bargain with som^ Snvthcrn. 
Interest for his retention. 1 judge so from various circumstances, one ot which is, 
that Mr, Samuel L, Oovverneur offered a bet of $100 day before yesterday that he 
would not be removed. He has his advices daily from Mr. Calhoun or some of his 
friends, I have not the slightest doubu The conversatfim J had with you at Albany 
satisfied me that you would retain Mr. Duer, if you could Jind a satisfactory apology. 
Since which I have heard from Mr. Duer*8 friends that yon would support him» and 
from yours that you would remain neutral. When I left Albatw I was not a candi- 
date, and I became so, as I wrote Mr. Ingham, by the advice 01 my political friend^, 
who could insist upon Mr. D.'s removal. I told Mr. Bowne that I would not lake 
the office of Disirici Attorney for this city if 1 could get it, till Mr. l)uer was re- 
moved, and now repeat that 1 will hold no office from any political party that will 
keep i\Ir. Duer in his present station. The very idea that you would by thoui^lit or 
deed contribute to such a result has i:^iven me niorp awful feelinizs ilinn I experienced 
when I held a conversation with you in your room over Crittenden s dining room, in 
the evening of the dav of the choice of the Electors in 1824, when our very senses 
were stunned by the shouts of Mr. Duer and his friends over their champagne in the 
room belov/. What you told me in that conversation I well recollect, and I thonc^ht 
you were serious and would not, under any circumstances, forget them at least lor 
six years, the ordinary statute limitation for parol promises .* but if the statute bad 
attached the promises and the consideration nare been receiFed by Mr. Duer's coii!- 
nection with Judirc Thompson, Anti-Masonry, and God knows what, last fall ; and, 
if I recollect rip;ht, Mr. D. was to be one oi tiie body guard to give you an escort 
to Kinderhook the Friday after the last November election. I do not rcraind you of 
these things to excite your prejudices, but as evidence of overt acts against the de- 
mocracy of the State. To retain Mr. Duer would be to disappoint friends and en- 
emies, for it is considered by all upon <rencral principles that he is to be removed, 
and if he is retained you get no credit for it even from them. They will attribute 
h to your fears, and your jtarty friends will charge yon with bargaining to buy up 
your enemies at the expense of the party who have labored to sustain you. There 
js a charm attending^ bold meamrcs extremely fascinatin;^ — it has given to Geneial 
Jackson all his glory, and it will give to Mr. Clay hereafter power and strength, 
and the speech he made at the Washington dinner is admirea for its impudence* 
and the manly spirit it breathes. 

In re2:ard to the applicants for Mr. Duer's place, I have nothiniof to say, further 
than that it is not just to import a mnn fmm the country — by this I mean Mr. Bun' 
ncr, who is not at heart with us, as you plainly discovered on your visit two years 
ago to Oswego — besides many other objections that could be raised, it would amount 
to a reappointment of Mr. Duer. I have done nothing since I wrote to you, in 
regard to myselL ])£any people have offered to interfere in my behalf but I have 

•I tusk bs latfBdsd to ny < IntepmdMiee.' 
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delayed taking any meatures till I had seen you. My first aod pnonipal object is 
the remoTal of Mr. D., and when that is done I am willing to leave my claims to the 

justice and not to Vie policy of the appointing power. If Mr. D. is not removed by 
the time I return from Albany, I shall visit Washington to hand, in person to every 
ikiember of the Cabinet " TVie Life and Adventures of John Duef^ — for as long as 
God spares my life I shall not spare my exertions to get him out of office, as well as 
all those who have betrayed their firieods, their party« and their principles. In doing 
this, however, I will not, as he and his friends have done, violate the sanctity of 
private friendship and private confidence, but the means I shall resort to will be free 
from couceaimeot, but shall be open and manly, and upon the same principles that 
has actuated me in opposing him during the late contest. I shall Aerefore, if driven 
to go to Washington to prefer ray complaints shall go, not as a candidate myself, for 
I should not then be listened to with as much considcrntion I otherwise should, 
because men in power are not prone to look upon oiiice seekers in so favorable a 
light. 

I have written this in the hurry of departure, and subject to the intermptions of 

office business. I have not time to read it over and prune it of any doubtful expres- 
sions, if any such there be. I therefore send it, subject to any eiplanaiions that may 
be proper to convey my true meaning. 

So far as I have taken a general or special view of the subject spoken of I am 
borne out by a vast majority of your political friends in the ci^, all of whom feel this 
to be a critical point in your political fate. The fhr,yry of your address to the Cotn- 
mittec of the T>es:is1atnre we all admire-— the practice under it, if conformable to the 
theory, is all LUut we require. 

In great hasto, veiy truly, your friend, !• HOYT. 

HoD'ble M. Van Buren, Wash*n. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Secretary Van Buren^s reply — Hoyt charged xrith Tudcness. Who had the President's 
confidejice. IIoyt\$ rejoinder — he had jio inherent love of office — was no mercenary 
politician — liad been educated by the Secretary. Curtous story of N. Y. office 
seeking, Jesse^s gualities, Sec^y Ingham on Place hunters* CwMreleng^s efforts 
Ofs beMf of Coddingtmu The Whtgs pitied^ F. B^s young tribe. 

Secretary Van Buren, Washington, to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. (Private.) 
Free — M,. v an Buren. 

Dear Sir — 1 never expected to see the day when I should be constrained^ as I 
now am, to nddrft?«i you in the languJi^e of complaint. Nothing but my stroni^' con- 
viction of the extent and sincerity of your friendship could sustain me in resisting 
the belief that you have a settled purpose to quarrel with me. Here I am engaged 
hi the most intricate and important affairs, which are new to me^ and upon the 9uc> 
cessful conduct of which my reputation as well as the interests of the country depend, 
and which keep me occupied from early in the morning, until late at night, and can 
you think it kind or just to harrass me under such circumstances with letters, which 
no man of common sensibility can read without pain? Your letter to me at New 
York contained many truths, for which I was thankful, and reflections which I 
thought just, but the whole were expressed in terms so harsh, not. to say rude, as to 
distress me exceedingly. I have scarcely recovered from the eUxct of so great an 
error in judgement, to say nothing else, when I am favored with another epiiilie 
from you, still transcending its predecessor in its most objectionable features. I 
must be plain with you. I have all my life (at least sinee I have known yon)f 
cherished the kindest solicitude for your welfare, and have m^nircsfed at least my 

Sood will towards you, and should be extremely sorry to have occasion to change 
lose feelings, but it is due to us both that I should say, that the terms upon which 
you have seen fit to place our intercourse are as inadmissible. It grieves me ex* 
cf e liMU'ily, more than you imagine, to be obliged to say so. When 1 wns fnvoretj 
with your epistle in New York, I had just returned from aa interview w](h yir 
Bowoe, in wiiich I had made your immediate appointment as District Atiomey, 9 
point that could be no longer delayed. I hare since had an increased desire to se* 
It done* have taken steps to efibct it, and with the mail that briogp your accusatogy 



Digitized by Google 



$4 *I HAVE NOT XADB POIITIC8 ▲ XATTBR OF DOLLARS AND CBNTS."* 



.'etter, I have information that it shall be done ; but that you are hesitating whether 
yon will aceept it or not. Let me advise ffau without giving my reason whyy to do so* 

The story you tell [ihc word illegible,] as coming from Mr. Hills (a man who if I 
know him i*^' v/ithoui the slightest consideration in society) about the President's great 
confidence m I^Ir. Berrien, and Jiiile in me, is the veriest stufl' that could be conceiv- 
ed. The repetition of such idle gossip constrains me to eay, what I am almost 
ashamed to flo> that I have foond the President aiTectionate, confidential, and kind to 
the last detrrce ; and that I am entirely satisfied that there is no degree of good feel- 
ing or rnnfidence which he does not entertain for me. He has, however, his own 
Wishes aud iavorite views upon points which it is not my province to attempt controul. 
Upon every matter he wishes to have the truth and respects it ; and will in the end 
latisfy all of the purity of his views and intentions. I have not lime to add another 
word. Your friend and humble servant in extreme liaste, 

WaskmgLon, AprU 13, 3829. M. V. BURKN. 

Mr, Josse Soyt to Mr, Seerttmry Van Burm, at Washington, 

New York, April 24, 1829. 
Beap. F'tf., — T received your letter of the 13, on Monday morning last at Albany, 
and suihcient time has elapsed I think to enable me to answer it without indulging 
in those feelings its perusal naturally gare rise to. I haTe not now and at no dme 
haTe I had any ** settled purpose to quarrel wit h you,** for I have too often quarreled 
for you, to be at this time willing to quarrel with you. It would he extremely humil* 
iatin^ to me to be oblee/^ged to admit, that in all my intercourse with you I had not 
sufficient sagacity to understand your character : and it would be no less mortifying 
to hare cause to unsay all I have said for the iast 18 years, calculated to advance 
your reputation as a man, and your HN'TEtTRITY as a politician. When I first 
came to this city to live, your democratic adherents wore not numeron« — and with- 
out any vanity 1 may say that my exertions tended to increase the number — and 
until I have been found guiJty of some overt act in derogation of my former ccndnct 
I question with great respect your right to make the insinuation your letter seems 
to convey. 

As I am not favored with a bill of particulars of my "indiscretions" "err<» 
judgment," &c. &e.» I am deprived of the power of explanation, hut if the plain 
truth, spoken in a plain way, renders ** an intercourse inadmtssaUe,*' then am I 
content to be cut off lirom the world and the friends I have hitherto been ardently 

attached to. 

Every idea I conveyed in the letter you received from me while here were conveyed 
more in reference to your interest than my owny and the language in which they were 
clothed I supposed would have been sufiiciently softened by the reservation I made 
at the close of the letter — at least to such an extent as would have prote ti d me 
from the charge **of rudeness," which always detracts from the gentlemanly de- 
portment I am most anxious to preserve. The political sentiment of that letter I 
still adhere to. My political sentiments I inherited from a " long line of ancestors^ 
(such as they were,) MY rOLITTCAL EDUCATION I KM MAINLY IN- 
DEBTED TO VOU FOE, and the principles I imbibed from birth as well as educa- 
tion cannot he eradicated at this time of life. I HAVE NOT MADE POLITICS 
A MATTER OF DOLLARS AND CENTS, NOR HAVE I ADHERED TO 
P.\RTY WITH THE HOPE OF GAIN, but I have labored in them midor your 
immediate auspices for 12 years icith the ltadin<j vtotrrc fn scrvp yov. hui a:;Mmst 
the advice of many powerful business friends. During Lliis Ume you have met 
with occasional reverses, and I believe my fidelity and mithfnlness, and even sonu 
degree of efficiency to you, were never questioned by any one — nor am I aware 
of having evinced any disposition to shrmk from the consequences of adversity 
which attended you. If perchance I should now fail to pour out heartless adulation 
less copiously than sycophants and intregers who have the eood fortune to sur* 
round your person at this time» it may he a just ^ound '*for letting me down the 
wind a prey to fortune." I have no ambition to oe in the train of 2freat men, if I 
am to sacrifice my independence or to be prohibited in expressing an honest opinion. 
I frankly admit I wrote the letter referred to under some excitement. I was assured 
hy Mr. Duer's friends that you had promised to sustain hinu My conversation with 
yon at Albany led me to the same conclui ion. I had that morning received ioforma- 



Digitized by Goo 



•I HAVE NO INH£S£NT LOV£ OF OFFICE.* 



6b 



tion firom Albany tbat 3roii bad spoken to GoTernor Throop, at the request and in 
behalf of Judge Duer, for Yiee^Chancellor. If this was not enoagh to justify plain 
dealing from one who had given some proofs of devotion to you, and who felt the 
great interest you had at slake, I am at a loss to know what would have been. 
I know the sense of your partisans in relation to these men, and I know a more indis* 
creet measure you could not have adopted* if you desired to retain your power and 
influence with the party to which you liavc ncknowledj^ed ofjliirations. 

As I wrote that letter my contidenlial clerk copied the sheets (I kept a copy 
without reading over the original or even the copy before I got to Albany) for the 
purpose of eaaluiog me to shew it to Mr. Butler. I did so, and he remarked that it 
was all rights ana he was glad I wrote it. He said the ideas were very strongly 
pxpre^sod but the reservation I refer to rendered that harmless in point of langtiag-e, 
and I must therefore confess I was surprised to fmd tbat the character of the 
language I used had found its way to your '* Sensibility," or tbat yon could for one 
moment consider me guilty of ** rudeness.** As to the other letter, I am equally 
purpri«ed at the exception. If these were considered ex'"*'|Mior!Mf.!". then I fear the 
one 1 wrote covering one to Mr. Hamilton would be deemed suU more so. I had 
reason to be dissatisfied with Mr. Hamilton for having misled me in his letter early 
in March. I may bare written the last letter under the influence of tbat feelmg. 
"When I tell you, however, that I meant nothing inconsistent with my former rela- 
tion to you, and t/iat J sluill not hereafter obtrude either my opinions or advice npon 
you in relaltoH to any suhjectf I should hope I had made satisfactory atonement. 
I am perfectly aware of the responsibility of your situation, and Grod knows there 
is no man living that would be more gratified than I should to have you acquit 
yourself with reputation. I am very much obleedgcd to you for your interference 
with Mr. Bowne. I shall not get tbat place, and I can tell you how 1 was 
kept out of it. Mr. Maxwell, when be got alarmed, goes to Judge Hoffman 
and tells him he was to be removed, and that his son, Ogden, had better be a candi* 
date for the otiice. Mr. Bowne tells Riker, confidentially and ho tells an Alderman, 
that you would be pleased to see me put there. This comes to the ear of Hoff- 
man, and he goes to all the Clintonian Aldermen, .... of the 4th and 8th 

wards, i^c kc, and insinuates this idea to them, and with all the adroitness 

periiliar to that frir iily, rakes up old prejudices, enli Ducr, who is attached to 
young Hoffman, with all the modips, high minded, and Clintonians, and I was 
defeated. Duer was in the liiickest of this. Iso Clintonian in the Legislature 
Toted for Butler, sare one or two ; not one of the corporation voted for me. We 
had become obnoxious for our services in the cause of another leader. There i - n ot 
old staunch democracy enough in the Common Council to elect me. It is not then 
surprising thai ray inveteracy to that concern, coodies, high minded and all, should 
be as strong ab it is. Mr. Duer is now playing the same game that Maxwell play- 
ed on Wednesday (James Campbell authorised me to say so)— he went to Judge 
Hoffman and told him that be bad such information as satisfied him that he would 
be removed, and that he did not know why his sun Ogden should not be appointed. 
Mr. Duer bad then been informed that Mr. Hamilton bad the option to take the 
office. He told me on Tuesday that Mr. Hamilton conld not take it, for on that 
subject he was " Comhiitted on paper." Mr. Bunner told me the same thing on 
Monday, at Albany. A(u r this Mr. Duer goes to Judge Hoffman, and, with what 
motive it is not difiicuit lu divine. 

I did state to Mr. Bowne that, as things now stood, I could not £«cept the office 
of Attorney for this County, nor can I if it could be given me, after what I write 
you, with any degree of honor. I informed the gentlemen who were instrumental 
in getting up a caucus here on Saturday and Wednesday last, (which, bv the bye, 
were peneet abortions,) that I had no expectations of Mr. Pnera office, loi I knew 
from the beginning if you were not forme it twu idle to eay anything imikesuiyect ; 
and I need not say that I have not been promised any aid from you, though I 
thought then and now think I had strong claims on you as a party man and a 
personal fiicnd — and such I undertake to say is the universal sentiment of every 
body here, of all parties who have witnessed my exertions to sustain yon against 
the innimous attacks of your enemies. More than 20 leading men here tendered 
their names, and among the rest Mr. J. C TTamilton : vnur silence induced me to 
declme the proffer. I HAYi* JiO ixNH£.ilii2HT LUV£ OJ? UiiiCii, and I 
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have not therefore studied discretion or weif^hed pronouns and adverbs in my lettew 
to "Constitutional advisers" and advisers not constitutiofial at Wasliinpton. I 
know THE EXACT EXTENT of my preltnsio7is, my services, clatms, CAPACITY, and 
POWER — ^they are Bmall and ioGonsiderable — But when all or any of them — shall 
not be properly respected by those whom I tiiink ought to re?pect them, I should be 
unwilling to submit in silence without being alarmed at any fate that might await 
me. Political Jideltt^tuntirtn^ industry and perseverance will one day or other find 
their value ia the jpolttical marlet. These ptalities I claim to possess, and which I 
deem important ingredientt in forming and whieh nearly make up a eapital, on 
which one can commence business on his own account. It would grieve me as 
much and infinitely more than it possibly could you to be under the necessity of 
diil'ering so far as to lead to a severance of that friendship which I know has ex- 
isted. You have the power to make me District AttorneVi but I could not suffi- 
ciently abhor myself if I was to quarrel with you" for omining to do it. Yei if 
Mr. Duer is not removed or any but a democrat is appointed I should do violence 
to the principles you have tauglit me not to be dissatibtied ; and I do not think your 
nature is so much changed as that yon would require me to withhold the expression 
of that dissatisfaction. Lorenzo tells me I had better abandon all ideas of political 

Ereferment till the coodics and high minded have become exterminated. Perhaps 
e is right. I have said all I have to say, and perhaps more than I should have 
said, but Uie grotmd upon which your letter places us seemed to require equal can- 
dor on my part. I will not attempt to disguise the fact that my feelings were such 
toward you that I fancied I was entitled to know the principles upon which you 
were to dispense your political power, and to be tnjormed frankly whether it 'was 
expedient to ask for the place of an ohnoxious ineumoeni. The confidenee I ahould 
have reposed in your friendly advicet which I thought myself entitled to, but which 
was withheld, would have satisfied me, whatever it mi^ht have been. Y(jur total 
silence on this subject, with the apprehension attending it, led to the anxiety to be 
informed whether your friends and enemies were to be put in, hotch-potch, without 
any more adhesive qualities than oil and water, and which could never be reduced 
to a reasonable consistence. It was not inconsistent with my regard for you to point 
to the dan ':rcr of such a course ; wlnMher I have by so doing forfeited your confi- 
dence is a matter somewhat lesBciit'd lu importance to me, from a couvictiun of the 
purity of my motires. Yet> as I ever have been, Your friend. 

J. HOYT* 



Hon. S. B. Ingham, Secretary Treasury, to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. Y. — ^Franked, 

Washington, April 14. 

Washington, 14 April, 1829. 
Bear Sir-^Yonr ftror is duly received, but yon must permit me to say in great 
soberness, that an excitement without reason cannot he founded in sober judgment, 
and ought never to be made the cause of acti'^rs on the part of an admmistration, 

who are bound to consult, in great soberness, the ^reat interests of the country, and 
not the feverish feeling even of the best of friends, for which no reason can be 
given. 

If there were an enemy menacing your good city with desolation, that would be 
a good reason for excitement, or if it was known that your Collector was em,bezzUng; 
the public money, or corrupting the Community by oMcial abuses, there would be 

food excuse ; but really for so many wise men as we claim among our friends in New 
ork to suffer themselves to be put into hysteric spasms because of the continuance 
of Mr. Thompson to collect the duties a few days or week'! longer, or shorter, is re- 
ally matter of surprise — and if it indicates any thing for consideration here, it is, that 
it would be better to let the Fever evaporate before we throw in any more stimiilants 
lor stimolout]. I am sure that sedatives are better adapted to such a condition than 
any other prescription — but to be more serious, my Pear sir, let me tell you that 
there is a vast mass of selfish interest at work abroad, to excite jealousies among 
us here, and produce distraction, by which some may ride into ofiice on one hobby, 
some on another, while we are endeavoring to stand unmoved by those itifflingf pas- 
sions, and hy harmonious action, to keep the ship steady on her course — and I should 
hope there was soberness enough aniorii,^ yuu to resist the impotence of expectants, 
until their vain hopes shall yield to reason and common sense. 
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There i?*, moreover, you must know an Tmmense mnss of severe nnd constant labor 
to he perfornud by the officers ot the goveroment, and much more severe to those who 
nome aewly into ollicei These duties cannot be postponed, and i do assure you that 
/ mn tompdUd dailv to jilt away long lists of rMmmunda&mit 4^* vUhout readmf^ 
tkem, although Itoork 16 hours of the 24, with all my dUigence> 

The appointments can be po^^Tpotied — other matters cannot — and it waf? one of the 
prominent enrocs of the iate admiaistration, that they suffered many important public 
Bterests to bft negteeied, while th^ were emising aboat to secure or buy up par* 
fizans. 

This rre mn^t not do, r^nd hence it is only at interralt^ **few md fu betWieiB»** that 

we can iiad a motnpnt's time to consider appointioeilfl. 
#Theo let us come to iSew York — 

Onr friends there baie aettled down on ahont two of dio appohitmenti, but you an 
wholly unsettled ai to the CoUectoiahip ; and I faelieie ae to I>* A^* and |4t such 

iuipatience ! 

Why, Sir, let me tell you, that one of our best, and I had almost said, ablest friends 
in Baidmoie, left here on die 6lh Bffarch, ]ea?hig Ua fanpreeadon behuid him, because 
be was not appointed to an office, not then vacant, and because we had not lemoved 

the Administration Inspectors, not one of whom could bate been known liere» and 

of whom they have not yet accurately informed me. 

He has since come to his sen^^es — Ute Im^ecLors are diiejiy removed^ and matters are 
getdng right there. 

Boston, too, has been In a fever, where onr fiienda weaa m ^frangv diat diej hm 

divided into two parties. 
Providence, too, has had a ferment, where we bad 72 votes, ail told. 
There has also been die same at Litde Egg Harbour, where we bad Jlw Yotia ! ^ 

These matters proceed from the morbid parts of our system— but nfftfaing ^an audi 
deep which is not founded in something national and snbstandaL 

Are you not weimed with my long ietter ? I am. 

It is the most let|£thy epistle I have written, since I was dubbed Secretary — and 
despnur of gcitiog dale to wiiii such anotbert this year at leaau 

Yonis truly, & P. INGHAM. 



Mnote. WisHiiroTQir, 10th Xany, 1833; 

Dear H. — I vrish yon to show the enclosed letter to Mr. Jackson. Mr. McLanOf 
besides which that letter contains (which is a true statement) had other reasons vMck 
cannot be ej^aintd on paper. There was no deception — ^no want of intlueace about 
it"-^the question reeled on odier grounds altogether. 

Say to our friend C. [Coddingtonlm answer to his enquiries, that I had tldi mom- 
\r\2, a frank and full conversation witn Mr. Barry, who tells me that he never author- 
iy.ed Mr. Smith to believe that he would appoint him, and that he had no idea of doioiE 
any such thing. Mr. Smith's going on to New York has done him injury— A« irtS 
no< get the office* It is well understood bj the President, Mr. Barry, and by all who 
have any innuenoe here, that when a chnnge takes place Mr. C. will undoubtedly bo 
the man. Although I cannot and will not be instruiiienla] m the removal of Mr. 
Gouvemeur, I will take care that our repubhcau friends shall not be disappointed (ot 
dm bst thne. Wkm a dkm^tnisf plaect Mr. Coddmgtm wU he Ae Mee ef Hng 
PnddmUm^ Ifte P. Jf. O, 

Smoeie^ yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

Ymir Ituer is destnytdF-^ ike iike iflilft IIWs— Oov« Tbroop and Mr. Ciaif 
were uomioated to-day. 



X 

Jesse Hoyt, £sq*, New York. Free — M» Van Buren. 

Mt Dkab SiA, — send you with the greatest pleasure the lett^ , 

Jou desire for our fiiend FlMlpa. I bawn been ham tut n km days whers tbn 
\wmf k uring naty despentn aObill. I alnoit boiltt to pity tbn pocf WUfi. 

f V.f.I]!MctAttoaw7»8o.Bli.R.T, 

9 
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Their next cognomen will be Democrats — remember what I say. I thtadi yon migbt 
at some of your meettnga, to eall npon them, as oar friends hm done in Ptaltnoiil 
phia« to giro notice Jby what oame thpy mean to paaa next year. 

Id haste, rerj truly yours, M. VAN BUBJEN. 

KinderhoolK, Oct. 21, 1834. 



Extract of a letter — Edward Liviogstou to Jesse Heyt — dated Albany, Feb. 24, 
1821^' Peter R. told me that if the collisions which hare taken place aineo had 
happened before the New York appoiatments, that he would be d * -d if I shoald 

not have had my appointment. Sutherhmd did not ^vant any (Iiinc; for himself, but 
went away quite in a huff. Van Buren's young tribe, that he has been training ^r 
the last 18 montbs, thought they could rule the State, but he is too cuoniDg for them. 
The party is in an unsettled ataio; w« want a firm leader. We must puDf up some 
of our clan into a great raao. Bo woe is pressing the bit! to divide the Mayoralty as 
fast as possible, po enable him to gire as a mayor, 6lc, But who they will be he 
keeps tl^ himself." 



CHAPTER XV. 



JSighiecn Letters. John Van Buren (Attorney General) to Jesse Hoyt. Speculattonf 
oetSf waserst gan^bliii^ m the Stocks^ fraudulent salest profane language , drawing 
outtheosfosits* ** Buy my Stock.'* Buying on Marcy^s Message. C. TV. Xow 
Ttnce to run Jil-e the Chdf rti.''^ Prosprr M. Wetmorr. Brfs on Governof. 
p. C. P. C. Beard sffy. A fortune lost. Bets on Marcy and Luras. Is L^f^p-ett 
crazy? J, V. B. a lawyer, and ready to do dirty work.** HqvL and Cutlmg 
borrow. X F. B. gets half the profits, Btt9 «/e oi> 15,000. A fitUm- mid 901A 
molmoa^^igmtnU* Boston and Pr99id$n€e* MmuA, Hari^m,^ 

The office of Attorney General places the distingniabed individual who fills it at tho 
bead of the Bar of the city and State of New Yorii. It la an office of high honor, 
gnmt unportanee, and large emolument. The Attorney General is the cmef public 

prosecTTtor. His opinion is required by the Governor, by the Legislature, and by 
public ruDctionariea throughout the State in cases of grave emergency and lefrnl em- 
barrassment. With him rests the conductkig of civil causes on behali uf the people. 
The validity of great public contracta much dependa on the doaroCM with which they 
are drawn up. riere again, and in their enforcement, too, he is a conspicuous officer. 
Ex officio, he is n Trustee of Union College, and other educational institutions, nnd 
ought to be a man of pure character, unsullied fame, and great legal learning — a pat- 
torn to bwyem^— and a tenor to wrong-dossi. 

The* predecessor of Mr. John Van Buren wai the too notorious General George 
p. Barker, thr; parent, director, proarciuin5::-attnrnpy, and whipper in of thnt curious 
corporation, the City Bank of Butfnlo, concernin;: which, alter it broke down. Gov- 
ernor Marcy reported that the redemption ot its notes by the State Treasury had 
wxceeded fylO/m; and that •*tl lt smntd Uiot a OOl lar/rer ammaU of Oc 
fraudulent issues of that bank than is alreadyredeemed, is lurking yet in recesses ontsf 
fcno7m to its corrupt managers." Messrs. Flagg, Marcy, Dix, O'Sullivan, Varian, 
CorDiDg, i^'aulkuer, Davezac, Hoiiman, Chatfieid, M. Van Bmren, and the wire-pul- 
len of the ^rty, found among the learned men of New York bat one man fit (p 
Tspment iheir interesU in the sution of Attorney GenenI, and that waa the chief 
manager of the guilty corporation whose fraudulent promises our countiy was then 
redeeming! They did not choose Jesse Hoyt next — nor Benjamin Rathbun — their 
auifra^es were favorable to the author of the eighteen letters in this chapter, who, 
like Lorenso and Jewe Hoyt and pioua Mr. Butler, ie a true pupil of M. Van 
Buren. 

J PerlMips it is all for the best. G. P. Barker and J. Van Buren may have been 
liAed up into this high office, over the oldest, wisest, purest and most jespecled 
^^Mih beia of Jhe profession, as a means of exhibiting in bolder relief the workings of 
the file machinery inrented by Burr and improved by his law-atndent, by wch 
di«gnme it biought on thA good eaupa of denoaaey, and die monda and wmmea 
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«f the countiy corrapted. That the Convention of 1846 may unite to provide a suit- 
able remedy will be the fervent prayer of every American who glows and g»yi(ijl ij li Tn ii at » 
the recollection of the deeds of his fathers in the glorious days when 

• * **FreebominiIlioM rote and swore * 

Their blrthrigrhts to maintain ; 
Besolved no foreign yoke to beWy 
To drag no tyrant's ch&tA." 

Dr. Charles Cook, a Senator of Virginia, when he withdrew in 1836 from the 
support of the national administration, objected to Messrs. Calhoun and Webster " on 
account of some discrepancy between iheir political principles" and his own. But, 
nidbe, 

••T object to Mr. Van Bnren because of his utter institution of all political principle. He has been for aod 
against the Bank, Internal Improvenrients, and a Protective T«ri(f, just as the one or ttie other coarte iMlBed 
for the moment best calculated to proinote his peraonal views. He is the author of that political machinerf, 
which has robbed the people uf his native State of all free agency in the management of their pabltcaiiaini, * 
«iid reduced them to the degraded cooditioo of pMsive tooto in the hands of d«sifniiiff» intrifvinf , ^ce- 
httntioff detnsfopus. H« is Um haad of tiMt chnrcb, wIiom hlgt priests hftve procliimsd to the world, as 
tha fludaamital doctrine of their crtad, that the * spoils of victory.^ (that u, the people's offires,) are the aim. 
as tiMsr en fbm just reward of the vieton ! Firom snch a code of political misruie, and from ito authors and 
■ b si t a te »miy <ie^lnhisawicy,evar<sliTsrny comttiyy* 

May hb prayer aoon be ftwrd ! 

Let us sappoae a profligate, fraudulent, bank president or director — such a chanus* 
ter, for instance, as some of the * Life and Fire,' ' tJ. S. Lombard,' or other phantom 
corporations gave up to indictment or the penitentiary in the memorable 182G — to be 
arraigned at the bar of justice, Mr. John Van Buren acting as Attorney General. 
The guilty creature might read to the court Mr. V. B.*t 18 letten, and aak the judge 
•* Why is he there and ine here 7 — Is this a land of equal laws ? — Can a profane, bet- 
ting profligate, who took advantage of his knowledge of the forth coming clap-trap, 
six-million loan message of Governor Marcy, whom his fatlier had * made a judge' to . 
keep firom utter ruin, and which message wag to make the candidate for Mayor of 
New Yoik, *nm like the cbotoia,* and affect the price of stoctu^— can he, who used 
that message to onrich himself, thro' the agency of his indigent, unprincipled asso- 
. ciate— can he deserve honors, while to me is awarded a cell in the penitentiary 1 > 
Look at his language ! Are such tern>s as ' Poor bitches' — * God d— n you, Jesse*— 
•be d — d to you*— »d— d atoek*— *aB ante as God* — ^•d— d lies,* calmly and deliber- 
ately selected,'too — are they passports to office, from a legislature, who hire a holy 
man of God to come and invoke heaven's blessing on their deliberations every morn- 
ing ? I have been in error, 'tis true, as a director of a bank — but was not Attorney 
General M. Vao Bnren, a director of the bank of Hudson f Etery bodv knowa 
where it went to. Was not Artomey General B. F. Butler, President, Cauuer, Di- 
ftector and Attorney for the Washington and Warren? Every body knows about it. 
Was not Attorney General J. Van Buren director and prosecuting attorney for the 
Fanners and Mechanics Bank in Albany, when it had borrowed millions of ue poblle 
nvenue and shut its vaulta, apeculatiog with its specie and deceiving its creditors I 
Can John Van Buren turn round to a • god-fearing' jury of professing christians, 
as the chief minister of the law in his native State, and • cast the first stone' at his 
ancient con^rade in sin ? Is it possible, that, at his bidding, you will stamp guilt 
upon my forehead, when I only followed the enunple of Attorney General Barkert 
his * illustriona predeceaaor,* and when the record of our courts ahow« that * the^ all 
4o it !' " 

Persons of the name of Livingston and Tracy got hold, secretly and fraudulenthr, 
of $100,000 of the funds of the Merchanta* Bank of New xoik, through the 

agency of the fiist teller, John W. Thome. All three went to jail, Govemot 
Clinton laid the matter before the Senate, and they referred it— March, 1819 — to 
the present Attorney General's father, Mr. Van Buren. Should a similar case occur 
in 1846 would it be right to refer it to the author of the eighteen letters? In 1826, 
Colonel Prosper M. Wetmore waa indicted by the Grand Juiy of New York for 
fraud, and afterwards used by Maxwell as States* evidence against Hyatt, who went 
to the penitentiary, and against Barker and others then there convicted. The 
XT. S. Lombard, of which Hyatt was president, and Wetmore (the .active business 
man) vice president, had got % ^hnttr-Ui ollloan bad fiM liMir otik tint to 



• 
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ea]ii<tl flumdredfl of thcfDsands of dollan) was paid up, but they mil laiew that 

not over five cents in the dnllar had been so paid, if as much — they preteridcd to be 
ina flounshino^ eondiiioii when on ihe eve of bankruptcy, and divided profits thouirh 
they had realized nuoe. Wlieu the bubble buret tne public was cheaied out of 
more than $6M9O,O0O* Are not hiws for the public benefit ? What a farce it woQld^ 
be to entrust a case like that to a Butler or a Van Buren ! By their political ma- 
chinery, General Wetmore appeared m the le^rislaturc of New. York, 1836, to vote 
for Barker's Bufialo Bank, and for other banks bv which our honest, bard working 
people hm been defrauded out 6t miUkiiB ofdollaiii Qeneial Prosper, by the like 
machinery, is now Nary Agent at New York," one of the t^fM Inerathre nnJ 
important offices in the Union ! 

[No. IJ John Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt^ at New Yifrk. 

Why God D— n yon, Jeaae ! buy my Ktock and diaw vpon me at aght. 

You must be poor hitrhrs down there, if you cannot mse this two penny amn. 

If the stock has f^one up, let it go to H — II. 

The Bank wiii cume up against the Safety Fund JBauks, and depress stocks — the 
QoTemor*a measure will erentnally reliere the eoantnr. Yours truly, 

J. VAN BIIR£N« 

Albany, March 25th, 1834. 

[No. 2.1 Addreis-^Jease Hbyt, Esq., Coonaallor at Law, New York. Rod m» 
Fm'k " Albany. Maieh «2.'' 

My Dear Jesse— Please let Nevins and Townsend buy me 100 shares of Mob. 
aad Hud. R. R. for cash at 96, and Bost. and ProT. XOO shares at 92^ cash ; drawing 
on me at 3 days sight for the amouuL 

If better terms can be had by taking the stocks two weeks hence (buying on 
time) I should like it better. T fear stocks will rise after Monday, and therefoca I 
want these purchases made Monday, but leave it open after. 

Let the beggars deal honestly by me for I lose a deal of money anyhow, 

Tkere wmqt something done here Monday ikat mil ekarm you Yorkers* 

Lawrence will run like the Cholera- 

Please ask Bnrknor to hand you the amoui^t of din*ereaces at which my Mtjf 
shades Manhauan slock were settled, and send U to me. 

YoQia very uiily, and nmeh better. 

J. VAN BimZN. 

Albaiqr. March 22d, 1834. 

i [No. 3.1 Per mail, post mark, Albany—Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, 
New York.*' 

Mt Dear Jesse — TEe purchase by N. and T. of 100 Mohaw^ at 96, is very goc^. 
.1 understand it to he pnyahle in all next week. I shall be in N. Y. next Monday 
(31st msu) and shall then arrange it. 

Please cotmtennand the order for Boston and Providence : I should prefer not to 
hny it; and if it is purchased and can be resold wiiLuui loss, let it be done — any 
how, as Lord Grey said, I shall stand by my ' order*' Yours very truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, March 28ih, 1S34. 

/[No. 4.] Mt Deatl JnsB,— 'Nenns and * Townsend write me that thef hm 
bought my Utica Stock. Ph ase gpt the money for the enclosed, and pay them, / 
do not wish to correspond with them directly. 

Let the certificate be made out in my name, and send it to me by some private 
eonyerance^ or keep it till I come down, which will he ahortly. 

Yom Tery trdy, 

J. VAN BUBEN. 

Albany, Af rU 17th, 1834. 

^^^^^^^ 

•XNo. 5.] Mr BsAm Jcssi,— With the slender asaiitance of the aboYe fa dimft tat 
f780] fortified by the enclosed [a check for $31 101, you will, I think, he nU^ (if 
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Nevin^.ac Townsend $391,46— Chester Jenmngs $250—" Young" Wilson |100^ - 
Minthbnie Tompkins #70. ^ 
If it &ll8 short, parcel it out to the Cormoimiits, in saoh b ti u yoa mar 

.most meet to subserve their seven\l necessities. 
I ititend to walk into the Mohawk soon. 

J.VANBOTEN. 

P. S. I tho't my stock was hought at 109, was || not ? The xiceipc says 109|. t 
ikibanr, June 13th, 1834. ^ , 

Per maiU June 14» 

[No. 6.] My Dear jEss£,-^For G — d's sake send me my over coat— my tmderclothes 
are aU worn out, and I am a beggar. Let it he taken to Wheder%, who will send 
it to me. 

Can you ^et any bets on Governor, even? We sliall lick the DegS sointhit 
State that the ' Great West' will hear the howling. 

Yours truly, ^ 

h Van burbn. 

Albany, Ang't 29th, 1834. 

N. B. Our brethren in Oneida are all * with one accord united' — look mit for a 
tall majority in 0. (1) 'Perish C. P. 0. Beardsley' (2J will here-elected by 1500 
majority, * 

/ ' 

^{No. 7 ] TvTy Dear Jesse,— Please let Nevins tt Tpwnsend buy me 100 shares of 
Patterson B. fi. Stoek del'r^ in 60 dsy as cheap as popsibie* I mnst bare a sAy at 

the boys. 

Keep the purchased note till I see you. 

I shall go west tbie afternoon, and return in 3 or 4 weeks, if anything turns m 
in my absence to depress stocks rapidly and seriously, which ii^hardly possiUe, sefi 
out and save me from loss. Yours traly, 

J. VAN BUEEN. 

Sept. 5, 1834; > 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor, ke.. New York* 
. J^m^orwif*' charge J. y.B. Paid 121." 

[No. 8.] P'm'k— " Avon, N. Y., Sept. 28"— franked by "M, Van Burcn.** 
Mt Dear Jesse, — I make use of a frank the old man left with me, to let you 

know that I em a&oiiI m unhappy a i ~ I asuou wovld vM t0 see'^rom thifear 

that ymt have pureha$ed nut some PaUenon K, Stock, en tohicA I am to iose a 

large sum of monfij. 

I see that on Wednesday it left off at 811, which is 8 or 9 per cent lower than it 

was when X antboiized yon to boy for me. 
I know nothing ef the d . d stock, except that Bremner was dealing in it, and 

It had been fising for a month, and I hardly tho't my bnying would knock it down 

forthwith. 

Perhaps it will go still lower, and may be worth nothing for all I know. If so^ 
«]ad ii I own any, sell if yon think best, and let me lose the present difference. 

If I get out of this job, yon may consider mc dischargea cnred** as the Cholera 
reports read. Yonrs e?er truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. - 

Atoh Springs, Sept. S7, Saturday, [1834.] 

Alby. p. m'k— Oct. 7. Paid 25 eta. Addressed to Mr. Hbyt, At New York. 

[No. 9.] My Dear'Hoyt, — They pay * the blood of the Martyrs is the seed of 
the Church,' and heaven knows I have been freely tapped in the good cauBe. THE 
KEM. [removal] OF THE DEP. [deposits] cost me a fortune, and now I don t see 
but I mnst lose another hunk of mv little earnings. 

My imprespion is that Stocks will go up till Election, and fall iiumcrjiately after. 
If the poor Whigs could carry a Constable somewhere and get up a Jubilee^ 
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stocks would n'<?e. New Jpr?py >nay gfo for them, and rrive them a dip— but Pcibia* 
will knock them stiff next week — so will Ohio — ^and so will N. Y, 

Ifyott could get the difference bet on Marcy, I should say * Sell by all means* — 
and any how I don't know but you had better Aell* Do exactly as yon see fit. I 
shall be down before it falls due probably — meantime I should be most particularfy 
obliged to you, if you can get me an even bet against Marcy to any amount less than 
^rfk THOUSijft) DOLLARS." 

I think I would bet $100 on each 1000 nugority up to SOOOi 

I would bet $1500 against $1000 on an even election. 

I consider Marcy's elecUoa, by from 7,500 to 15»Q00 majority, AS SUB£ AS 
€^0D. ^ 

You know bell How mneh thoFattctsan is.woKh, and yon must do ametly «• 
if it was your own, and I ahall be eatiafied. 

Yours tmly, 

X V. B. 

Hake me some bets ifpottOit* Tuesday. 
P. 8. The Whigs may gather pluck after soine meetmgs or some things. 

Post mark, 4/iany—addressed to Mr. Hoy t, at N. Y. 

[Now 10.] Mt D£A& Jesss— I should thmi^ you right about selling the PattersoOy 
if It will not do to hdd. • 
By the looks (tf Webb's paper, (altho' it i$ intended no douht tp operate en New 

Jmey,) the opposition gamed confidence. Can you tempi, them mth A yiAGl^ 
on 3 -4— and 6000 Majorities— $200 on each— or $500 on 4000? 

If neither of these can be got tomorrow, bet them $500 on 5000 majority. 

There will be no betting after tmnorrow* 

Save the order for Bost. and Pror. open — the Mob. is all right. 

We hnye nnminatcd a strong ticket, tho* Livingston (Ned) is the Assembly maUp 
contrary to ail cxiiectation. Yours ever truly, 

J. VAN WREN. 

Albsny, Oct. 12th 1834. ^ 

Per mail, post mark, Albany, paid. 
[No. 11.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq. Counsellor, New York. 

Don't be *imeasy' Jesse — Gro ahead. 1 wrote yon by Sunday's boat : but I snh 
pose a§ there was no mail the letter mis-camed. I think stocks will fall ihia 

week— Sell if you think best. 

Can you get BETS on three, four, and five thousand majority for Marcy, two 
hmidrea dol&rs on each ?«>-if not, I wjH bet five hundred dolhurs on four thousand— 
perhaps, if we lose New Jersey, you can get this. 

J(fyou ean^t do Letter^ I should like a bet of three hundred dollars on five thousand 
majority for Marcy — ^unless we lose N. J. : in that event I will wait to get better 
terms. Tows truly, 

J. VAN BXntEN. 

Albany, Oct. 14, 1834. 

P. S.— X WUiL BET on five thousand majority for Lucas in Ohio. 

[No. 12.] Mf Beas Hoyt— You have worked the Patterson Rail Road TCiy 
well. I am shocked at the shares only being $50, having become reconciled to at 

least double the loss, 

■ Teli Wilson that i have an impressiuu that he promised to mvesL $500 or so, for 
me, provided I kept out of the * betting ring,' so as to encourage the enemy to give 

him a fair chance. 

If I am right, and even if I am not, I coimt upon his nobility to spare, me $500 
even on Marcy, out of his big investment. 
I shall be in New Yoric the last of the inonth-4et me know what W. says. 

Tom truly, 

J. V. B. 

Albany, Oct. 15, 1834. 

P. s. I (lont care to bet on 5000 majority for Marsy just now: if it is not too 
late to back. out. 
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[No. 13.] Mt Deae Jesse — Please sell me 100 shares Boston & Providence, 
deliverable in 60 days, at 107 J or 107^. I shall he in New York this week. Can 
Tou send an order to and Etmball, Na 3 Wall st.» to make me forthwith a 

pair of neat winter Boots with heels an inch high ; I waat them to wear when I 
ahaU come to I«(ew Yatk, and that will be by Thursday* 

Yonn truly, 

% J, TAH BUBEN. 

Albany, Bee. 7th, 1834. 

Per mail and steamboat, **ch* J. Y. B." 

[No. 14.] [Addressed Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor, &c., Wall street, New 

!f Drk — care of L. Jenkins, Esq.] 

My Dear Jesse — Enclosed is your note. If the order to Nrvins & Townsend 
t« sell me 100 shares Boston & Providence at 107i lo I at (M days and Interest 
»Uouid not, providentiaiiyf have been countermanded in season, i lake it they have 
«Qieeted the sale: if so, let them close it at the ptessot prieea, so that I may neu* 
^rate a small portion of my losses. ' 

Is Leggett wicked or crazy I Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Alhany, Bee. 30th, 1834. 

P. S. I have formed a partnership in law with Col. McKoun: one of us will 
attend aU the Courts and we shaU be HAPf Y TO DO ANY BODY'S * DIRTY 
W^ORK.' J. V. B. 

[No. 15.] PWk AlbVt Augt. 23„ and addressed to J. Hoyt, Wall st, N. 

Single. 

My Dear Jesse — On enquiry T find that I can get one of the Banks in this city 
to deposit, subject to their own order, such sum as may be requisite to make the 
amngement of which we spoke, in any Bank in New York, (say the Folton,) that 
you may choose: this will answer the purpose proTided yoa can get the Bank 
selected to loan you the money on your Note. 

Ail our Banks are nearly up to their limit, and I cannot borrow the money. 

The Bank iiere will cnaige the Bank thsro 6 per c^ int. on the Deposit, and 
you will pay 7 probably. 

If this meets your views yon will please advise me by return mail. 

Jf you agree to give me halj the profits of the enterpnze for making this arrange' 
menf , please send me a stipulation to that effect, signed by yourse^ and Cutting, 
when you write. 

Your Bote might be made payable on demand, with an under^tnnding that yott 
should pay it when our Bank calls on the N. Y. Bank for the Deposit, which wiU 
not he till toe see fit. Yours truly, 

J. VAN BintEN. 

Albany, Aog't S3id, 1830^ 

(No. 16.] Addressed to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, Wall St., N. Y. 
PWk, AlbV, Not. 11. Single. 

Mt Deae Hoyt— HI do the justice to say, (and so' does my father,) that yon 
have stood the d d lies from Penn'a better than most of our friends in N. Y. 

I hope the fright from this dictates the letters to us, saying that all of our tickets 
beades Register, [I thmk that's the word,] are in danger. I don't believe we shall 
lose one. 

In this State our majority will range firom 15 to 35^000. 
Bets on 15 are perfectly safe. 

For O — d's sake let our friends turn all their attention to New Jersey, and not be 
caught napping there, as in Cooneetieat MvfatkMT wishes me to say so to you, 

YouiatniKr, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, Nov. lltli, 1S36. 

[No. 17.] Albany P'm'k, Dec. 19. Postage double. 

* My Dear' Hoyt (as some rascal writes to • Webb') — I enclose you your 
check, for your coml6it—it was deposited in the Bank lor coUectioo, and, of course, 
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Is returned to tou without iocoDvenience. Ai for mooey, 1 dont know that I sltaffi 
be peculiar short (not physically hut pecuniarily) unless Boston and Providence 
should go down to a mere anatomy. In that event I fear the ex-Danish Commis- 
■ioDer and mvself will be a * be low- par nobile* of snfferers. 

Please to let' Wilhrd of the City Hotel be apprissed that I want two flanttel ihirts, 
and ns many pairs of drawers, to t^had of Tryon for a trifle, alias credit. 

I am not a * Councellor' and d to ^ou — and if 1 were I should spell it 

with an * S' in the middle* Yours * to sarve,' 

J. VAN BITKEN. 

Albany, I>6e. IM, 1833. 

P. S. Since the foregoing effusion was poured forth, I have enquired at th^ 
Bank, and find your check has be^n sent to New York. I suppose the easiest way * to 
work it' is to enclose you, as X do, my check on this bank for the same amount, pajf- 
able at the .same time. 

Jane Hbjt, Esq., ace. fte. dM. J. B. V* 

[No. 18.] Dbmm Sni^PIease pay Glover one hundred and fifty doHaia and aceonH 
nodato your reeoncly much abased iriend, 

J. VAN BU&EN. 

At your office, Saturday, 2 P. M. (May, 1833.) 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq. ' 



CHAPTER XVI. 

JhtrUy of Elections — Wrtghi, Van Buren, arid Morcvt «» hets, wagers, stockjob- 
bing, mnd privileged associations." Isaac Hill bets — ditto, RUeHe* JoknV* 
Buren and tne 6 nrnlion loan. Paying the Piper, Mr. Hoyt dunned — summoned 
to the lobby. " Something Joyful." Hoyt, Cuttiuif and V. Buren^s partnership, 
Buffalo Bank Notes, New Potosi, New Hope, Del. Bridge Co. — Leake, Hoyt, 
BeerSi Morcyand DeUffieid* Morrit Cmml Co, C O. Csmbreleng. 

In October, 1840, Messrs. Butler, Hoyt, * C. W. Lawrence, Morris, Edmonds, 
Bowne, S. Alley, Stevenson, Varian, and others, exhibited a somewhat unusual aox- 
ie^ ta preserve what they called the purity of elections. Mayors and Recorders lis- 
ited private dwellings at midnight, as Sheriff's constables, with only this difference, 
that they acted without law or warrant. The most private and secret papers of our 
citizens were seized, because the constitution was in danger," — the safety of the 
people being the iupreme law, and their object, as thevsaid, to punidi traaaon apdnit 
the lepublie, by ** unmasking the traitors." If (hey uien failed in so landaUe m pur- 
pose, we, by means of this unpretending volume, may now have better success. 

Oov'r. Marty, in 1836, in his aiyiual message, endeavored to impress upon the 

• a.ettsi> Mr. nqrt to BSe. C. W. towisnfen MsileJ *not asnt.*a 

New York, Nov. 21, 1838. 

Dear Sir— As the excitement of Ihe election has in a greit degree passed away, It is proper that I should 
pay attention to those incidents in which I am concerned, connected with it ; though, pernaps I ought to 
apologize to you for not having done this sooner. 

You will recollect that when 1 was reproached by you for having voted a ** apUt ticket,'* that / mm ttt i 
Utttfou tlOO, that yea voted what uat gener<^ m2M otkr AvIv JGy TkM^'NUld thlt I WOeMtsfcl epMl 
aoMtf the burthen of proof to establMh that fact 

Tour reply was that you <* woeM take the bet, if I tsok iqp«a nqriSIf tlis kwttm of proof, for 70a nam 
Itad told any one how yoa had voted.*' 
I answered that it snouia be considered a bet- 
There are various ways recognized in legal proceedingrs of making proof and competent proof too In 
courts of law, and forums of conscience, and which perhaps did not occur to you when you observed 
you " had never told any one how you had voted." After such a remark, the right more peculiarly belonged 
to me to select my own tribunal, through which I would make Iho proof, I volunteered to make. That tri- 
. bunal is a court of Equity, or in other words a court of conscience. 

In England, the countiy from which we have derived most of our legal fonni, certain high dignitaiiea 
ant wer bills in Equity mm* Aener and not upon oath. I am perfectly willing to ptace you on the same foot- 
Isf and I therefore desve you to eohsider this my bUlin Equity, cbaicinc thai yom voted, the ticket re> 
fened to', I ask you to answer tlw charge, upon henof, and whaMvavne answer nay bel shall bepailectif 
eatisfled with. 

I eadoae you my check for the $100, to your order, which you wffl es^ If under the circunstaneee jtm 
aie entttlsd lo^ aiM if aalyonwiu please to return it, with your own fiw saeoiiBlamNUit. 

Witii fr't re^t, your obedient serv't. J. HOYT. , 
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public mind that stock -jobbinE; is an infamous practice — and Governor Wright, in 
January last, in his yearly expose, adverted to the **seliish and corrupting tendencies" 
of bettine upon our elecdons. The Democratio Review, by 0*Su]Hvan, in Dec. 
1829, in Its leadiog article, sscribed to Mr. Bntler, proclaiinsd that *• The twuidlsr . 

who uses markrrl cards in a common gambling-house, does not enjoy greater aiivitt- 
tages in the games played there, than do the leading men in the banking interest in 
the great game in which bank notes are the cards, and all the property in the cooiitiy 
die BtakM?* 

Pnouiely at the same timSt (Use. 1839,) President Van Buren fell into line, as ■ 

reformer of the vices of the age; and in a message, "written for posterity" (by 
Mr. Butler, as some say,) cautioned Congress and their constituents against those 
who sought ** a monopoly of the cnnency," through the agency of fkvoied banks* 
intending thereby " to produce throughout society a chain of dcpendenee which 
leads all classes to look to PRIVILEGED jffeSOCIATIONS for the means of 
speculation and extravagance — to nourish, in preference to the manly virtues that . 
gave dignity to human nature, a craving desire for luxurious enjoyment and sudden 
wealth, whieh randeis fhose who seek them dependent on those who supply thenn^ 
to substitute for refmbHcsa shnplicity and economical habits s sickly appetils finr 
effeminate indulgence, and an imitation of that reckless extravagance which impover- 
ished and enslaved the industrious people of foreign lands ; and at last to fix upon us, 
instead of those equal politicsl rights, the sei|iiimoD of which was alike the object 
sod supposed reward of our Ref olntionaiy straggle, a sjfsteni of exeinsise privileges 
conferred by parti;il legislation." 

No man labored more indefatigably to establish banks without capital, and which 
should not be obliged to redeem their issues with money than Martin Van Buren. 
He and his pupils, puppets, sod psrtlssns, have done more in the way of bettfaig at 
elections, gambling in slocks, selhng bank charters, and destroying " the puri^ of 
elections" than any other faction ever embodied in the State of New York. Thejoy 
out lustily against the very sins they more than all others steadily indulge in. 

Betting and gambling in atocks oeeaaionally, degrade other classes of omr people, 
but with the Van Buran party proper, it is ** their trade." 

Men are warm-hearted, generous, kind and sociul at five and twenty. Mr. Butler 
had not arrived at that age, when he became President of Barker's privileged bank* 
What- was his conduct ? What was Hoyt's ? 

JMhr. Van Bnren the ftther, voted for ttie Old BnilUo Bank, and set up the Safe^ 
Fnnd. Eyen in the flush of vietoiy, Nov. 1828, he could not help reminding his 
confederate Iloyt, that beyond a certain vote in the State, the residue of the votes 
were only useful on the score of bets* Mr. Van Buren the son wrote the letters which 
jtppear in the preceding chapter I Observe I%m> contents. 

Who of our Governors hasspproved of more profligate bills, creating "privileged 
associations," as Mr. Van Buren the elder, called them, and of more of them, than 
Mr. Marcy ? No one ; not cvm Jhroop ! Yet heaiken to Mr. Marcgr in his message 
of 1636 ; 

'* I deem it to be mj imperative duty," sqpi Ds Bxcellencjr, <' to inrlte your attention to a practice, 
which, carried to the excess it lately has been, tl, in my opinion, very pernicious to the well-being^ of the 
State. Dealin;? in stocks, so far as it assumes the character of stock-jobbinff, is a species of gamhhnjr, and 
.produces most oi the evilg, public and private, which usually result from the indulgence of that unfortunate 

{►ropensity. If this kind of speculation hais not recently been conducted in a manner altogether new, it cer 
ainlv has been earned to an extent altogether unprecedented. Immense quantities of stock have been 
sold by those who had it not, under a contract to be fulfilled at some future period, and purchased by those 
who «iid not expect a delivery of it. The reeulte of these transactions are acyosted without the delivety of 
•fht Stockf snd the loss and ts&in ascertaia^d by its nttrket value on the day stipulated performinf the 
eontract This Is no SMre nor leas thanawsgernponfhe price of mrtifiidar stodcs onaspecifled iutate 
Sty. It is woiM fhsn wagera upon ordinary contingencies, beemnae uie event may be eontmled by utiaee ' 
and manatrement, and the persons concerned are too strongly tempted to resort to them to subserve their 
interest. It is true, our present laws regard theso transactions with disfavor. Such contrStts are not ovif 
declared void, but the persons who have gained by tnem may be compelled to refund to the losing party or 
his representatives ; yet they are constantly made, and in most instances faithfully executed. The extent 
' to which this species of gambhn^ has been lately carried, and its injurious efTccts upon manj lldividaalS 
Who have eiobuked in it, have given it tlie ciuunycter and consequences ol * unblicevii.''* 

Governor Marcy, as his jnrsdecessor teDs Mr* Jeaae Hoyt, (see Mr. V. B*8 let- " 
ters of Feb. 1829] was made a judge to preserve him from being broken dovr^ or 
mined. He wrote a message, or the "operators" of Wall Street wrote it for 
liim, advising the cieatioo, in Msrcht 1834, of a six million loan, which wa«. 
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never raised. Mr. John Vao Buren, the reader will haye perceived, was shown 
message in advance, and used it to speculate in the stocks, thiough Hoyt* 
* Iby BOt others have luid the same advantage ? Mr. iMarcy had been eaTed frcHOQ 
luin, and why not be grateful ? T.ook at his weak, feeble charncter, and say if the 
message that was to put doUars into his patron's son's purse, " charm you Yorkers," 
ajid make even old Mr. Lawrence *'run like the cholera," is not calculated to 
looM iiuindon, when taken into eontidenikMi with h&i whole official eondoetl 
c^Meu who are opposed to" the Banking system of N. Y. State, says Mr. But- 
ler, or Mr. O'SuIlivan, in the number of the Democratic Review already quoted, 
may, indeed be elected to Coogress, or to a State L^islature, but seldom with* 
**oat a eerere struggle ; and, after they are Wedeit, ik^ mre e^owed to dangers of 
*' corruption as great as any the rnemHnof tit British PttfUanunU were exposed to m 

** the days of Sir Robert Walpolc In tlie courts of justice, they [the 

«* Bankuig interest] have perhaps, a more decided ascendency than in the iegisla- 
** live hails ; for most of the principal judges are members of this privileged order. 
»AND THE'GOV^mORS OP milY STATESt and the municipal auduw- 
'* iiies of many of the phocipal townfl* ere men itutntmenls fir tke framotian 
•* ihtir purposes." 

la the State of New Y ork, privileged Bankers, Governors, our princinal judges 
and municipal avthorities* have, generally speaking, been the creation of the well 
organized party of which Mr. Van Buren is the chief. Is not, then, this pBXtf or 
faction, on the showing of its own public organ*:, dnni^erous to society ? 

GoTemor Hill of New Hampshire, like his iriend Wright at Albany may have 
deaonnced betting on eleetieas, in hie pablic meisages, bat he did not do 80 in hJs 
private ones. For example— 

[FianJced, Concord, Oct 18^< Inae HiU, & U. S.**] 

Goneord, N. H. Oct 15, 1832. 

Mv dear Sir— Yours of the 12th was last evening recetTed. TO MEET THE 
BKAQGARTS OF THE OPPOSITION I ADVR^E MY FRIENDS THAT 
ANY SUM WILL BE SAfE ON THE ELECTORAL VOTE OF Pennsylvania 
and New York. 

' . In this State we are so strong, that should every other desert him, we may be 
relied on as givins^ a decisive majority for Andrew Jackson. Vet the Bank ia icat- 
teriog its thousands here to affect us. I am. Sir, respectfuUf, 

Your friend and obedient Serv't ISAAC HILL. 

Jesse BojfU Esq. N. York. 

» 

eiOTM0 

Governor Hill and Mr. Stephen Allen were selected by Mr. Van Buren, as ReceiT- 
eit Geheral undc^ the Sub TreaMiry Act, Mr. H. being then President^ a chartered ' 
Bank, and also a Government Contractor. In the report on the post office, and its 
ahii'^r*', Senator Hill and partners, appear for $14,000 for blanks, paper, twine* fico* 
^uch patronage to a free press could uiford a bet with " the braggarts.*' 

Like Hill, Vie Van Burens, and Hoyt, their betting brother the yenemble Thomas 
Eitchie, went as Ikr as he could afford in *'the selfish and corrupting practice." 
His letter we have not room for now. 

I think that Mr. J. Hoyt's bets, from ISai to 1840, must have exceeded $120,- 
000, caiculatmg Irom the evidence before me. And yet he, too, was deeplv in- 
terested in preserving the purity of our elections !" Cash« dotkes» bootS» nata^ 
doUaia^-oa week days and Siuidays. There was no end to it 

John 0. Cruger to Jesse Hovt Charleston, Nov. 27, 1834. 
My Bear^Sir— On my arrival here I wrote to my brother-in-law Mr. PeU re^ 
4)ne8ting him to pay voa three hundred dollars 150 for yourself and the same sum for 
Mr. Wilson. I send this letter by the steam packet and it will probably be in 
New York as soon as that. When you r«;eive the $300, please pay th« 150 to 
Mr. Wilson whose bet is the same as yoors. Although the resnlt Ki thb election 
must be very agreeable to you, I can not ecngratnlate joa»io' I trac that yon will 
Vosk upoft it as a source of regret before many yeaira. 

I am truly yours, JOHN C. C&UG£R. 

^ The above was received oi A. Pell, 3 Dec. ib«i4. — A Glover, 

0 
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•*A gentletnan, throngh Mr. J. Hoyt, bet and his friends, One Thousand 

Dollars, that General Jackson will have as large a majority at the ensuing election, 
«fBr the vote opposed to him, as to be equal to the total vote given to any opposing 
'candidate— provided General Jackson is ali?e on the day the voto it givoa. Tin 

money to be pnt iolo the hands of S G * If *a gentleman' wins, money to 

be paid to J. Hojt. If ha looMS, to ba paid * Oct. 29, 1842, $um depositad 
by each.'* ' [Here follow the signatures^ 

Bfr. Hojt depaaitad hit olieok on City Bank, payaua to baarar, wliieli waa mtm 
op Jai*yl7,1833. 4 , 

Mark the genteel embarrassments of Mr. Van Buren's friend and future Collector of 
Customs. 1( is presumed that the Vice President's convenient endorsement may 
have on this occasion relieved the unfortunate dealer in wagera, politics and public 

stocks. 

Two Notes — John Warren, Broker, Wall street, to Jesse Hoyt. "New York, 
Dec. 27, 1834. — Dear Hoyt — You will find by the inclosed account, made up to 2l8t 
iost., a balance due us of $2997.24 cts. Will yon do us the favor to have it 
tattled?** 

"New York, Jan*y 12, 1835. — Sir — Not having received the balanea doa our lata 
firm, I feel myself bound by the regulatioot of oor Board tohaodioyour name inleaa 
setlled by 10^ c^lock, to-uiorrow." 

Thus stood the successor of Swartwout in 1835. In a few months thereafter, he, hia 
.ftiend Butler, and their comrade W. S. Coe, were4ba tward of Comraiitionert to ex- 
amine into and tactla all claimt ralaiiva to dntiaa, arising out of tha great fire In Nav 
Yorliin! 

Post mark, Steamboat." C* !<• Livin^tou to Jesee Hoyt, £s^. Wall streetf 
New York. 

My Dear Hoyt— The U. and Schnectady rail-road passed our House this morning. 
I have just enquired of De Graff his opinion of its fate ia the Senate — he is not con- 
fident of success, but thinks, with a full Senate, it may pass. As this is a maLUr of 
wme imporlance to yourself I umdd adoise that you come up and lend a helping hand to 
Ataaolraiie^engttgscjmeaiTytn^tCt^^ Yotiia» 

C« li* lia 

Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, Dec. 5, 1823.~^*I should like a ticket in the 
Southem Lottery tint has a $100,000 Prise in ita wheals. . Now, at a fiivor, I will 

taka half of a ticket with you, if you will purchase one— hot racollect it is\he last 
time, and that if should draw a blank T will not venture any more with you. If you 
consent to this proposition let me know our number, and then I shall have s&metlung 
joyful in andeipanon,^ 

Mr. J. Van Bnren'a aaeiaC aoiatpondance ahoirt who and what data of. pefwu 

they are who dare and hnve the pnbKc with enormous bets. Tha comment had 
liatt ba made in tlia langusga of Ghrpemor Wiigbt't latt amma] mat t ag e, at fbUowas 

" Another point of much more serious complaint, is tlie extensive and rapidly increasing practice of 
fcettiaf uoa elections, and the interested and selfisli, and eoimpting tendeneieji whleii it exosts upon tlie 
Section ftsetC TlMee improper and eerrupting inineneei hare made ttensetves manifest to fbewlkole body 
of on fteemen, and constitute a theme of almost universal romplnint. Upon the party to the wager, they 
are mil controlling. His «ar and his mind, from the moment his money is staked, are closed against arma- 
ment, or reason, or examination, oithcr as to the questions involved, or the candidates presented foi his 
suflTragc. He must so vote and s.o art as to win his bet, and the welfare of the country becomes an entirely 
secondary ronsidcratnn. His appeals to all over whom he may hope to exert an influence, arc to s-iw hun- 
so\f from loss, and help hitii to win the money of his opponent, not to examine and inquire how they may 
best senre tlielr country by their votes." 

** The suggestion," contmues His Excellency, " most likely to arrest the practice of betting, is to make 
H punishable criroinaiiy; to subject the parties to every bet made upon the result of an election, to ladie^ 
aMitt» nndfltoon eoavlction, to pvaisluMnt by a Sue, to be graduated by th9 amount of tlie wafer, eal 
to an the coin of the proseevtloii. Tko d^eterloos taSoeiieo of tiiis species of gambliaf upon the puliio 
iMrels alone, would, it Mipears to me. Justify the passage of a law which should make ft crimtaiaL Afid 
"When its corrupt and corrupting tendencies upon our elections, upon tbe free and proper exerdie of too 
elective fraiirhise ; when its influence to bring the improper expenditure of money into a political canvass, 
&nd to apply it under the desperate impuUe of a gambling spirit, are considered, I cannot doubt tiiat UkB • 

moral tad. politiMl aspect Of tlw evU wiU fldly jaitUjr its chsriiteatton a# crime and its yialshniat aa 
such.** 
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Ima^e a criraiDal case on bettiog, and Mr. J. Van BureD, as Attornqr General. 
. i MWCu tiBg for the people f 

If I remember riffht, Mr. M. Van Buren rewarded the Farmeis and MecbanieaP 
Bank of Albany, and Messrs. Knower, Olcott, Coming & Co., its managers, with the 
custody of some millions of dollars out of the national treasury. How some of that 
wuaai&j was vaed I ahall hare occasion to tell in another publication. 

Ib Mr. Jobo- Van Buren's letter to Mr. floyt, dated Aug. 23d, 1836, he agrees to 
become the partner of Messrs. Hoyt and Francis B. Cutting the lawyer, in a specu- 
lation of large amount, requiring a heavy advance of funds, on condition that he 
(V. B.) furnishes the cash and takes half the profits. A Bank in Albany (was it Ol- 
cott** 7) leDda a lar||e sum to the Fvltoo Bank, M. Y., cpnditioDed that the Fakon pay 
6 per cent and receive 7 from Hoyt and Cutting. They were to repay the FnltOP 
whenever he told the Albany Bank to demand a repayment of its loan. * 

Whatever might be the issue of such a partnership, it is clear that Van Buren, the 
ion«* and Hoyt, toer^iparfaera we all know diat Mr. Hoyt was a broken down spec- 
ulator — and Johnf Van Buren*a letter of Nov. llth, 1836, conveja to bim the ac- 
knowledgments of fpther and son, and bids him electioneer to secure his retlini as 
president. The reversion of the Custom House, as a recompense, followed in due 
course — and although the pubUc suffered by the operation, it is believed that President 
Van Buren and his ftmily had all balaiicaa dn^ pind then. 

. 6 ISOOO, New Yokk, Ahy, 10, 1831. 

Six months after date I promise to pay Samuel Glover, Executor, dcc. 
Twelve Thousand Dollars, with interest at the rate of five per cent per annum, to se- 
Qure the payment of which I pledge three hundred shares of Tradesmen's Bank Stock 
at par. J. HOYT. 

• * or the followliig •tttflment I know nothing foittier than that in May, 1842, the sefety fund bank notes, 
wUek lisd ftUsd w«m at a hmifj4kwaa^ la tiis N. T. flSnU of M^rfl, SMnsf siliels^ Mr. Btuum 

"The present administration authorized the issue of a seven per cent stock to redeem the bills in the 
order in which the banks failed. TIte Comptroller has, in consequence, advertised to receive tile bills of tlie 
Bank of Buffalo for sobecription to the State stock and other paymenti. The public were entirely ignorant, 
bowever, of the w*w a f§rmii . Now, several weeks ago the bills of the Bank of Buffalo were at a dis- 
eonnt of 10 mt cent ; Mppoee st that time a cUqu* of IncUiridiials at iJiMUiy and BoSUo, the chief of wkoM 
we will call ^ Prince John.^ alioald have received aa teUaHHoA ttial the bfila were at W per cent dieooiinl, 
but that in b abort time, that is ai soon as the $1,000,000 loan ihovld be taken np, a seven per cent stock 
wonld be issued in redemption of those bills— Prince John would give orders for the purchase of say $20,000 
of the bills { under those purchases the bills would gradually rise until the whole were obtained at an aver- 
age of bo cents on the dollar. These would then be redeemed at par in n seven per cent stock worth 3 per 
cent premium. The opaiatlMWMM|fsldairaft Of HMO^ aad In tlw ssas 9M|N^^ 
less sum purchased." 

The United States Bank Stock of which Mr. J. Van Buren speaks may have been his father's. Where 
had be at that time eaned money with wliich to buy U. S. Bank sham, heavily ? His agent, Mr. Hovt*a 
gambling and apecnlattakg must have been aU but boundless. He was a partner in a gold oune at New 
Potosl !— a partner with Coddington hi baying and selling some #00,000 worth of lots, hooaee. dte., in JXrnw 
York— a partner wltlk Olover ha a large purchase ot town lots about Heridaer or litBo llMs •■ and law 
agent, or manager fn a flash hodt, tb» New Hope concern, If I mistake not. 

t When Colonel Webb of the Courier and Enquirer, New York, went to Eng:land in the summer of 1838, 
his name was at a note which, ho says, was obtained under false pretences — drawn 18 months before — and 
for which he had never had any value. It got into tiie hands of a political opponent, who lodged it in the 
City Bank, Albany. Mr. Erastus Corning, one of the richest and keenest of 'the reptile band' I here 
describe, swore to the claim, Govemo^r Marcy oextified. as did Consul Buchanan, and off the note w«e 
despatdisdipesl'hsstefloXngiaad fhr ptoeeenliol^bf laaainstef flw ansaapectmcColonol laadtoCaat 
land. 

Mr. John Tan Buren and Col. Webb were in England together->the former, the associate of princes, p ee ia, 
wui all that was feahionabie in JUmdon, by coutesf the meat tt.ai the aon of the chief aaagistrate of the 
uUea— ^ latter as aa American tmveller. The attemiea fn tendon were puzzled how to prove Judgn 
Lansing's or Col. Webb's signature to the note — ship-captains, merchants, editors, travellers, Americans, 
the American legation, everybody they applied to, put them off, being ashamed to have any connection with 
Mayor Coming's sharp practice. Mr. Van Buren, alone, excepted— ho volnr.*arily swore to the Colonel's or 
Jud2;e's hand wnlin;:;, and thus enabled the bailiffs to arrest Webb, on a King's iiench process, in Bristol, 
where he wivi wailing the sailing of the Great Western, by which to return home tO Mow YorlU Bailor n 
jail were the alternatives, and bail was found for nearly six thousand dollars. 

When first w aited on, Mr. Van Buren refused, and said it wa.s a very harsh step to arrest a man in & 




lansingt hand, when a gentleman of wealth and standing cams fncwaid as batt» tllS ] 
I abaadoaed, and CoL had to pay about tldO of costs. 
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(Memor. annexed to the aboife with a wafer.) 

«* Feby. 10, 1931. Borrowed of S. Olover, Ex'ior, kc. $19,000 on 300 shares of 
Tradeiiiueii'si Bank Stock, for 6 moatbs at 6 pr c't. Having delivered stoek and my 
Bote to J. Ward IB Co., I took $13,000 from liim on agroe^t of Glortr. The stock 
I own. J. HOYT. 

Oct. 15^ 1831*— EecU on the alioTe aote> F* A. Tiacy'a cJieck for four tboMiaad 
dollars. 

i4000» SAMUEL GLOVER. 



The New Hope Delaware Bridg'e Company had a charter, with pcrpetua! bank- 
ing privileges granted them in 1812, by PennsylTaoia and New Jersey, to enable 
them to erect and maintain a bridge across the river Delaware. In 1321 they sua- 
pended payment, and in 18S4 assigned their property to tnistees to pay their debts. 
In May, 1825, provisions were made for the issue of new notes, J. Q. Leake, of the 
old bankrupt Butialo Bank, and Mr. V;in Buren's editor of the Albany Arjrns, being 
their treasurer — a connection furrned through Hoyt, Barker, &c. He pulled the 
concern in the Evening Post, and other New York papers, in May 1826, bnt in « 
October the Bubble had burst. Mark Spencer (found guilty of cheating in New 
York, through bank corporation hocus pocus, in that yenr, and sent fo jail, / think, 
with the Lamberts,) £euneth Fish and others had bought half the bank for $28,- 
000, got hold of the directioo, took out all they had pnid in, and 'repaid those in 
N. Y. they haa borrowed it from, got Leake and others to puff tnem, pat out 
$100,000 to $300,000 new notes— stopt — shut shop — bought in their -notes at 6 to 
12 cents per dollar — sold out to John Mowatt, who puHed once more, Hooded the 
country with notes and bonds, blew up, and was turned over to Wilbur, John Utla- 
field of the Phoenix, St John, &c. The Pennsylvanians drove the concern ont of 
the State, and it was set up on the Jersey side, where the cashier is now a lad of 
18. The Ohio Life and Tru^t Co, issue their notes, and another earthquake will 
follow in due season. 

Mr. Hoyt and Mr. Butler were of Oounsel ibr the knaves eonrieted in 1886^ and h 
appeared that they hdped to break down the Greene Co. Bank, which had some 
$20,000 of Mark Spencer's Delaware notes when it burst. In Dec. 1839, Judrrp 
Edmonds's brother Francis, and J. Rankin, published a statement of the Bridge 
Company's affairs, by which it appears that Governor Marc^ owns 100 shares and 
had gone to New Jersey to borrow $2000, the Knowers bemg his indorsers — that 
Charles Butler had borrowed $4000, secured by morfn-ajre — that Joseph D. Eerr*;, 
of the North American Trust Co. had contrived to become a director here also, and had 
lent J. D. Beers on his note $5581, and J. D. Beers & Co., on their note other 
$36,388, for which 1290 shares of the stock of the concern, caytn^ no dividend, 
was pledged, with othef fancy stocks— that John Delafield haa borrowed $18,880, 
with fancy pledges — that, in short, a cornmittec m New York had lent a few 
favorites $332,346 — and that the directors of Ib38, just before they went-out, had ex« 
changed the notes of Beers* Delafield, and others payable eit dmand, for other 
notes having 10, 12, and 14 months to run ! I believe that Hoyt made out the eel* 
ebrated Fish and Spencer agreement, but whether he is still connected with the 
managers I am unable to say. The Morris Canal Company 's stock in which there • 
lias been great gambling, fell from 75, in the course of three years to zera In No* 
- Tember 1841 it was unsaleable. I saw some 6 or 8 columns in the N. Y. Herald 
not long since filled with a puff of that bank, which I took to be from Mr. Hoyt's 
pen. Its stock is up again to , , and I hear that he is one of its agents or 
solicitors — perhaps the chief one. 

It will be seen how the stoek of a bank may be puffed up or lowered when'wc 
come to state Messrs. Beers and Hoyt*s operations in the N. A. Trust Co. The ex- 
tent of Mr. Hoyt's operations, for himself, Messrs. Van Buren, Cambrelen^r, ^'e. may 
he guessed, when I state that his account with one House, Dykers & Alstyu, WaU 
•tteet, for flarlaem, Patterson, Mohawk, Utica, PhiL and TlrenUm, Boston and ProT., 
and Sarafbga Rail Road Stock, bought and sold on speculation, in the nine months 
ending in August, 1835* anoonts to $700,000. This was his aceoont but with oam 
house out of many. 

He did mach of C. C. CambieleDg's busmess. On the 13th September, 183^ Oil 
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gentleman en^rretl to deliver hill 200 shares of Saratoga and Schenectady Rail 
Koad Stock for :^2:i,22^i. Next day he ordered Mes^srs. Warren to j^ce the slock 
in his Dame» but for account of Mr. Cambreleng. Mr. C. with Mr. B. were among 
liit wumest BupportMS m 1888, for the Cuatom Hoase, and it must be owntd tint 
if Batler waa the proper iocceasor of Frice> so was Hof t of Swartwout. 



CHAPTER XVII. 



Mr. SUpken Alien secretiy proposes a $500,000 Tammany Hall Bank.^ohn T. 
Jrving^s Oration. Mr. Butler trouMed^hati to nominate Col* Young. SomiA 
Ywngt from 1815 1836. His opinion of the Old MepuUiUM ^rfjr"— Cos- 
fe$9ion§ of tJto Evening Post* England in 1773. 

We have quoted the opinions of Messrs. Botler, 0*SiiIlivan, Van Bmen tnl 
others against "privileged associations.". "A |>aper-money aristocracy," (sayi 

thr Demo. Rev. for Dec. t839, p. 455) "has '^ot a single redeeming trait. Sor- 
did in its origin, it is sordid in everv thinL: ' "How should a petition for a bank 
charter conclude ?" said one. '* And yuur memorialists will ever prey," was the 
answer. 

The following letter is from Mr. Stephen Allen, Receiver General for Mr. Van 
Buren's sub-treasury, "a hard-money man," formerly lottery dealer. State Senator, 
Mavor of N. Y., and who had been the builder of his own fortunes. To his hooor 
be It reeoKled that be roae from being a poor cailor bor and sail maker, by industry, 

frobity, and great ener^ and perseverance, to a hiffh place in the public esteem. 
Tow rrxr he deserves his character of hard money demociat, the following iflcict 
letter to Mr. Hoy t will help to discover: ' 

Post miL « Steam Boat— Idtc.," and addreaaed to Jeaae Hoyt> Eaq., K. Yatt 

Mr. Steph:n Allen to Hr* Hoyt. 

Albany, Nov. 28, 183Si 
Dear Sir— Nothing is more true than tbe obaemtlon made by Bf r. Van Blirea at 

the Democratic festival ; that the democratic party, in a great measure, owe ihcir 
present and previous victories to Tammany Hall, the place of concentrated opinion 
and action, and a rallying point of the democracy of the city, or words to that 
cffeet. There cannot be a doabt bat that tbe bnOdinff of that Hall, and thus far 
preserving it as a Party Establisiment, and a rallying mace on all occasions for the 
l^epublicana of the City and announding Connties, has oeen one of tbe means of ou 
triumphs. 

I was one of the Committee who purchased the gromid-HDade the contnelanff 
bCdldmg— and raiaed the money to pay for it. 

The opperaiions of thnt Committee ardious and respon?r7>i!e, as during theprogrew 
of the work they were trequently compelled to raise considerable sums on the re* 
aponsability of their own names. The whole establishment cost about $55,000 ; all 
or which sum was subscribed by individnals of the party except $18,000 (if I ttcar 
lect right), and for which last sum the premises are now under mortgage. 

If the party properly estimated the benefit it has received from the establishment^ 
this debt would have been cleared off by subscription long since ; but such a resau» 
pefbaps, is not to be en>ected. 

A thought has therefore occurred to me, and which is the object of this letter to 
communicate ; whether the extinction of this debt may not be effected by obtaining 
the CHARTER OF A BAI^IL by the name of THE TAMMANY BANK. 

There cannot he amore fanourahU period than the vreeenifor euekan applicatit^ 

Tbe htfge majority we oaTe in both Honaea and the good feeling evinced by tbe 
Country towards US consequrnt on the large vote given by the City to the democratic 
candidates, together with the important object of relieving Old Tammaay fromtg 
embarrass;nents, WITH OTHER CONSIDERATIONS, 1 should presume mm 
carry the bill through triumphantly. 

The following plu flf a Bfok, I Oimk wooU eff^ 
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The capital to be FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AT LEAST. 
The Society of Tammany to be PKXYILEGEI) to subscrib^for $100,000 of the 
Stock. ^ 
The B^k to be authorized to Uand the amoimt go.' tlieir bond* at an mterest of 

three per cent per annum, the loan to be for three or four years. 

If the Bank divides six per cent on its stock, the SOCEETY would receive 
THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS annually, ovtr and above the interest on the loan, 
which, in three yeaiB» would amount to 9,000. 

In the mean time the stock would ailvance in value, and, if .so!f! at the end of 
three or four years, womM probably be worth ten per cent above par, netting a clear 
gain of $10,000, by wiiich operation the Society would be put mio possession of 
$19,000, a fund more than wifficieot to clear off^ne incumbrance. , 

My opinion you no doubt know is in opposition to an increase of these Banking 
Monopolies in the City — but the Legislature WILL make th'-m—d.nd therefore IF 
WE must have them^ there caoQot be a more legitimate object tu be effected, both 
in a party point of view, as wdl as the ekariUAle attiibittes of the Society, tiian thn 
one alludea to. , 

If you think vjpU of the matter, T wish you would consult some of our leading 
men— and it, ou due consideration, the project should be deemed proper, it will be 
necessary that a notice should be published of the intention to apply, which you 
know may be published without the name of tho applietnU* 

I wis/i if In be distinctly understood that I cannot stfve in any of the offices crea- 
ted by such an institution — but any assistance I can giVe in a4vaQcing the inieiests 
of Old Tammany will be cheerfully afforded. 

You will, of course, let the matter drop if, upon'a view of the subject it shall be 
deemed inexpedient. I am with dae respect, your ob't serv't. 

STEPHEN ALLEN. 



Mr. Allen is one of thr confpderaies of President Van Buren, and it is impossible 
to read the above letter aueutiv^ely without perceiving that there is a similarity of 
tastes, of disposition, and of conduct. Mr. Allen wishes to keep up appearances 
with the real friends of free, elective instituiions, but to let no occasion slip, where 
the millions may be more and more tied down behind the car of moni>d monopoly. 
He would set his friend Hoyt to sound the leaders at Albany, in iavor of turning 
Tammany Hall into a partner In a Tammany Hall' Bank, now that General Jack- 
son's second elation was sure, and the party strong in the state — ^but be (Allen) 
must not be known in the matter, beciluse he had an outward appearance to keep up 
at variance with his real 8eQtiment8.\ He would have half a million of dollars as the 
capital, and ** the Society of Tammany to be privileged to subscribe $100,000 of 
the stock," although the hypocrite well knew that the society was instituted u 
preserve equal rights, and put down privilege. He and his friends had acquired 
much wealth and iniluence, by pretending to be democrats, while their every act 
gave the lie to tiieir professions. £y Legislative jobbing and the party estaiilisii- 
ment," the citizens had been deceived, and did not see it. Now might be the time • 
.to carry the deception further. Tammany Hall owed $18,000. Here was a plan 
to pay it off out of the public purse, by selling the rights of his fellow citizens to a 
favored few, and Jesse Hoyt was chosen to carry it throughi il practicable, leaving 
^tephen AUen, the utful projector, in the back ^ound of the picture. 

On the ll^h day of May, 1810, John T. Irving, brother or our minister at the 
Court of Spain, and who was an ornament to the country, and the age in which he 
lived, as he would have been to any age or country, delivered the anniversary ora- 
tion b^ore tha Tammany Society, or Columbian oraer. 

It commenced thus: 

"Brothers, we are here assembled to celebrate the anniversary^' of an institution 
whose object i&anation't prosperity, and whose supreme ambition is a nalwn^s 

glory," 

It is very probable that Stephen Allen lat and applanded Mr. Irving, while he 
thus pouted forth the manly eloqjiisiioe of a traly lioneit and Aitbim Amenoan 
hseom. 
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*'Thfl onl^evil we hare to apprehend, is that this immense influx of wealth fnm foreign sources, may 
gndaally detach the coltivatora of the soil, from the parsuit« of husbandry, and plunge them into ianiffk 
■paciUatJoas. W« av» an agricultural people, and if uizious to perpetuate our ULertied, the cuItivgdMCf 
tM Mil nuat be oar primary ambition. The mountain Swiss, while devoted to itaflir pwlonl laboon 
kifid tliA purest freedom. 

AM yet our populatioD, wldaiy scattered, and devoted to agricultural oaaployimBti mntl CMtor all their 
pteaeurea ia rural and domealic enjoymoats. But whea avidity for gain inall kavo dmwB them from ttw^ 

peaceful habitations ; when the cottage, the plough and the farm shall be exdtailfad fisr the luxurious city 
and yie crowded mart. Then loill the teork of depravity $ecretly commence; sedentary and fcoul-wearying 
avocations will surceod those healthful exercises w hicli f^ive elasticity to the mind and vigor to the frame 
Tumultuous amusements, with no other charm than tiieir novelty, will supplant the tranquiiized pleasures 
of home, and impairthat domestic felicity, llie aggregate of whi( l» (orms the sum and suhstaiice of national 
prosperity. Nor will the evil end here. An inordinate thtrst for gam wiU allay tkt/tnor of patriotism j /o 
igpecMfstioM wtfl product foreign mttachmtents, and t/ie heart from motwes of teUrK, ie jmUoi l» M»\g* t 
mmis itotikty, mt a (taw mhen itt affectiont thouU be most [firm and loyal. 

**Th9 oyeaof the nationa are upon us. anxiously watchinc our movements, and nicely balancin; our 
eoDBclls. The fttoada of human liberty belold ua with fond aoltettiide, sot unmiaad wUh feacfid annhM- 
•lon. They trust to onr hitelligence, hut they fear mr imarMtbu[ humry mti wo a U h, 

The persecuted of every clime cast a wishful eye to this landof promise, and hail it as the only terrestrial 
haven of rest to life's weary and oppressed sojourner. Liberty, exiled every other lodge ment»^ has made 
this her last abiding placa» and «aa oAly h« dhvan awmjbf th* parfdy of ihoaa ovarwhom aha BOW «ixl«idt 

her lostering pinions. 

Oh give not cause of exultation to your enemies, that your situation is precarious ; let not y uir friends 
have reason to tremble for your safety. Remember the claims of posterity rest upon you; that as your 
fathers hava laboored for you, so you are to live and labour ftr joor chlldrea. That jou are hat traatOM af 
tha liffhta yoa poaaaia, whila tha iaherttanca ia thaira.** 

Such was the laoguage* aod such were the priociplea of Tammany Hall in 1610* 

May tbey endure Tor ever! — May the lovely children of free, favored, yoiingf 
gallant and glorious America, cherish such sentiments as Judge Irving then there 
promulgated, to the very latest posterity. Little did you imagine, Stephen Allen, 
when yonr yombfol boaom beat in holy noiaon witli the geoerona feelingftof ike 
gifted brother of Waahington Irving, that the black night would arrife in which yon 
would join ihe perfidious band, who fostered by the Liberty your fathers nobly 
gained, are struggling to rivet on the freeman's arm the ignoble chain of sordid 
usury ! Blush, Stephen — read your secret letter, and blush for shame ! 

Mr. AUen*s secret letter to Mr. Hoyt was written against the cleareat eonvictions 
of his own mind. Age had increased, and avarice controlled. The great De Witt 
Clinton, in his message of 1819, to the Legislature of N. Y., solemnly warned his 
country men of the dangers attending the wretched banking system, which bad 
obUioe4 in the Union. Mr. Allen was chairman of a joint committee of the Senate 
and Assembly, to replj to thia message, which reply states, that there were too 
many banks — that farmers and mechanics had been allured to borrow, and had fallen 
a sacrifice to the banker's avarice — that the immoderate extension of banks had pro- 
. daced a * banishment of metallic money— loss of commercial confidence — the exhibi- 
tion ef fictitious capital— die increase of civil prooecntiont— multiplication of eriuMf 
^ — the injurious enhancement of prices — and the dangerous extension of credit.* 
With banks increased five fold, if not ten fold since 1H19, did Mr. Allen -exp^t to 
mend matters by turning Tammaoy Hall into an Usurer's den ? 

Von Mnlier, speaking of a commeieial metropolis, (ancient Carthage,) in his 
Universal History, states, that **wlien the public morals became corrupted by 
wealth, the state suffered at the same time the evils of oligarchy and of ochlocracy. 
Every thing was venal! the parly Itaders thought only of themselves, and the com- 
moowealth was neglected.** What remedy would Mr. Alien proscribe in such a 
ease, think ye ? A Tammany Bank ! ! 

Mr. Van Buren lias associates whom- he likes. One of these is Stephen Allea* 
He has others whom be does not like. One of these is Colonel Young. 

[Post mark* New York, April 16.1 

AXAANT, April 13. 1824. 
Dba» HoTi^PoUtieal aflUis'Mand well. Tke nammaiion of Yomig fuu defeaUd 
liim$ A» cfpotmm; €md Iko^ ITS 

*Otolaatf Young, lilie Senator Allen, owes his rise to his own ahUlty, aneny^ faidaatry, talaat and per* 
aavarance. His forefathers, lilce those of Michael Boffnut, wai* firom Iralaaa. The ckiea of the war of 

SIS, found ColoDol Young, in the very prima of Ufa, at the head of tiia Botiaa of Assembly of the Stata of 
»w ¥ork, aa thatr laaah M ^ - a ad whan their aaarion cloeed on the 19th of April, 1815. the excellent addresa 
of the repablicaa nMnaara to their electors, is sirned at the top of the first column by Samuel Yoene, who 
wrote it, and near the bottom of the last by >fartin Van Buren. 
It la also 8ig:ned by Nathaniel Pttcher, Ogden Edwards, F. A. Bloodfood, W. C. fioack* 
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NECESSITY, / ati yet penwukdt thai^ under aU cirm8tanee$, Uu^heH Alnf 

that could he done. You will see the two addresses. To ours we have more than 
two-thirds of both Houses — and thongh it does not speak direcUy of the presidential 
question, 1 think its tendency, &c., can hardlj be misunderstood. If matters go as 
ve expect, there will be a unge majority for Mr. Crawford the next tewkm. Ib» 
dM<jl it is very certain that he has receifed a majort^ of both branches* Rely npoa 
il eveiy thiog will go well. ^ 

Yours truly, , B. F. BUTLER. 

** TiM ma who hni d b u do a sd tte standard of his etmntiy when the stonns of advenity www tMokoniaf 
awwid hot ; who hat neekod at hor calamity wb«n Hm waa itruggling with la insotoat m Ttntfletff* Ibe 
whvh'as thrown his weight into the bal ance against hor.illv d^enrastobaskinthasttaahuitoifhflirihfON!, 

~. to participate her honors in tho guldun days of prosperity." 



In 1614, Mr. Bntler eentMarsd ft a' sad ehamitanca that obVyad than to dioeaa Cotonal Tovnf as a etiir- 

<lidate for office, and " did what he could to prevent ita necessity"— and, in 1828, Mr. Van Buren thus pro* 
nounced in the U. S. Senate his new shibboleth : — " Il is of itttlf immatkrial by xphat political appklla* 
TloN mtn kftvf. hrT'ioforc hrrn callml. The great question is — what arc honrstly titeir present SENTIMENTS 
upon those great points which have from the begiiwiitg divided the American People, and would, he feared, contiitli$ 
t»do SO unto the end.** 

Tho Colonel Yoana of 1819, whom Oenoral Jadtaon eallod the Cato of the Somtt, is, in the main, taa 
Colonel Tonnir of 1845^ In IBM, ha went with all his loal for Henry Clay, for preeident— in April, 1836, hn 
threw up his seat in the Senate of Now York, when Mr. Van Buren's scheming majority there refused to 
send back to their constituents for trial, two of their party clearly convicted of enormous stock-jobbinf 
frauds — and in the fail of the same ycnr he said—" V\'e have departed, and are continually drpartin>^, from 
the simplicity of those principles winch were the price of our fathers' i)lood. The few are gradually mo- 
nopolizing the rights of the many, and legislation has become the subject of bargain and sale, of venality and 
corruption." Plain language this I— but not a whit plainer than that of the Aliens, Butlers, Van Bureas. 
Hoyts, Barkers, Bennetts, and CoddiaftoiiB, when behind the soepeo. Witneaa tbetr seaHmenla nto nd s i f 

£y themselves in this volume ! 

It is evident that the Van Buren party proper never gave Samuel Yonnir a hearty support. The caucus 
(100 members of the N. Y. Legislature, out of 160) met April,2, 1824, and Flagg rose to urge a selection of 
Yates'for Governor in preference to Young, whom he denounced as Yates's *' bitter and implacable enemy." 
Wright (now Governor) also spoke against Younj^and lor Vates— as did E. P. Livingston. "The Van Buren 
party all supported Yates," said the Patriot, including Dudley, Bowne, Ward, &c. They counted 45 votes. 
Young was nominated, but not elected. He follows Mr. Van Buren, nevertheless — defended tne State Bank 
charter system— and at Syracuse, 1843, and Baltimore, 1844, went energnticaUy fox ' a zestocation.' Th» 
Azftts and Atlas play the favorite tunes of tht psrty each etfaa with acdiabto Tsdhtioiis for I|b daas eif 
believers, of whom the Colonel is an Atlas man. 

A puiy in New Yoik called Loco Foco had asked Colonel You^ to be their candidate for Governor. Be 
4aelfiMd, bat remindad their committee, that " a demagogue of the present day, backed by a disciplined loM>y 
and a few mercenaiy Trasaaa, can rifle man ptonder mm the aobom thaa aver BiiiioiiBda4 the tciaiaphal 
oar of a Roman Owem." 

*' Tammany Ilall," said the loco focos in reply, "has become a nursery of brokers, where federalists, mo- 
iK>polists, and corruptionists are fostered. The open leaders, the secret movers of the party, and their niia 
ions, comprise a body of men whose political turpitude it would be difficult to parallel in any age or country. 
Thoy have used the party for their own selfish purpoees, and are either at the head or participating in the 
ls|iiiisil spoils of every existing monopoly. These chaitend democrats, with the assistance of a secret 
sscitjr, hired preaaea, tlie slaves of oiie^ aad tha ' Jmawa asasc^ caa alwajs caaeaa aa4 pack the Ganaial 
sad Nominating Committees to promote the eljectt of aristocracy." 

If this is the truth, ought not the whole people, as one roan, to unite in selecting the purest, ablest nu n 
in the State, for the Convention of 1846 1 Speaking of Mr. Butler and Mr. Van Buren's party machinery, 
JSvcalMf Pott thus ftankiy confesses dial mir fvasant sjalaai of eoausltlasa, prtaaiy asMtUfS, aa* Ml 
ti^ns are a series of base frauds : 

" It is a fact, admitted by all, [says the Post,] that our system of nominations by Conventions bas heeoma 
corrupt to tho core. Our primary meetings have become a disgrace and a by-word. Frauds of the basest 
nature are openly and unblushinijly practised to secure delegates to the nominating committees, who wiU 
anbserve the interests of a few corrupt politicians— who, like a greedy pack of bounds, set upon any man 
who dares expose their profligacy, the profligacy of those who owe their eievaUon to theu shameless 
llRMds, «r inpMa aMssaiw ^ leAmVaftlAiaaBoiriBailaas amybe lioaghtdh^^ 



the 



Our next chapter wfU illustrate the text of the Post, and altow how it Is that '* a few canaatBoUttclaaa" 
.can, " like a greedy pack of hounds, set upon any man vrtio daiea expose their j^fligacy.* wi will bflglB 
wlta the Caalaai Hoiua. 



This note decea with • deeerlption of Britain in July. 177S, addreMod to Sir Beiaee Msaa, by .Bonea 
Walpole. Barl of Orford, a son of the famous Sir Robert Walpole. Britain neglected all admonttkm, aad- 

S lunged into a career of war, bloodshed, debt, oppression, and crime, the results of which have ChSiaca' 
own her people to poverty in the sight of wealth ; and there, degraded and disgraced they lie, sshasssrt af 
their ignoUassKvia^sihaiaashiatathiaw it <C GMimb «f MswTaik,shaa «a |fott la ttaasbyttflir' 
example f 

** They say tho BaBk Is to IssM Ivs pound notes : at present all trade la at a stop and tha confhston is ex- 
treme. Yea, verily, the vUktisiy oai MfvtHcs of tko tgo are bringlnf things npidly to a crisis. Ireland la 
drained, and has not a shilling. The exptotum of the Scotch Bents has reduced them ahaost as low. aBd anah 

their manufactures to low- water ebb What is England now 7 A sink of Indian wealth, fillea lij 

nabobs and emptied by maccaronis ! A Senate, sold, and despised ! A country overrun by hone*raceSlA 

gaming, robbing, wrangUnf^ ntttaff asfllfli^ wMwat jrinB||isiy palwi d i i iatt s t b sr- riilsei th» < 
ahaiiow of whalit was !** 
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f 

CBAPTEK XVIII. 

Jefferson on government interferences at elections, Swartwout, Laurence^ Prtccp 
AUeUt and Wetmore^s practice. Inspector Ogsbury, Van Buren recommends 
G«ner«iSpieero/ti9 ** U, 8, LomSard^Wor ojice, Sketchof Prosf§rM* Wwttn&re, 
Md^rman PurUy^s petition^ and Quackenboss*s counter-petition. Active Politi' 
cian^s pay office^ Custom House, Proscription for opinion. New Taxes from St. 
Tammany, Butler Erased at Clinton** exposure of ihe " organized corps, ' CoL 
JhctUmr* John MaeQ^tri way to C(ffie$^ 

'* « 

•Ifr. Batler has the word ttf God constantly in bit mouth. ^ How far he seeks to 
square his conduct by his farorite standard let this memoir show. Mr. Van Buren 
professes a devoted attachment to the principles of Jeffersoi^aud the civil revolution or 
1800. Is it for the imagination of nail to coofieife any course of eondaet more at va- 
riance with the doelnoes of tho sage of MontiGcUo than the practice of the teoant of 

I*inden\va!d ! 

Let us cnmprtre Tammnny Hall practice with the follnwiug extract from a Ipfter— • 
Thomas Jellerson to Governor McKean, a signer of tlie DeclaratioQ ui Independence 
— Washington, Felimary 9d, 1801. 

•» 

** Till this [the Election of President] is known, it is too soon for me to say what 
** should be done in such atrocious cases as those you mention, of federal officers ob- 

Btrucling the operation of the State governments. One iliint; T will say, that as to 
"the future. INTERFERENCES AT ELECTIONS, WHETHER OF THE 
"STATE OR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, BY OFFICERS OF THE LAT- 

TER, SHOULD BE DEEMED CAUSE OF REMOVAL; BECAUSE THE 

CONSTITUTIONAL REMEDY BY THE ELECTIVE PRINCIPLE BE- 
" COMES NOTHING IF IT MAY BE SMOTIIEKED BY THE ENORMOUS 
" PATRONAGE OF THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT." 

Immediately after the lUl election of 1834, Meana. Comelitis W. Lawrence^ Wm* 

M. Price, Stephen Allen, J. R. Whiting, R. Riker, Daniel Jackson, Gid*n Ofltrai|derr 
Gideon Lee, nnd W. P. Hallett addressed a letter to their friend Samuel SwaitWOIlti 
requesting that F. Ogsbury might be appointed an In^Gtor, as foUows : 

" New York, 22d Nor., 1834«— Mr* Ogsbury is an old inhabitant of this city — a firm 
Mfopporter of the administration-jand IN THE LAT£ ELECTION WAS AC- 
TIVE AND INFLUENTIAL." ' 

Mr. Jefferson believed that interference at elections by officers was criminal — ^the 
Jeffersoniana above narked held out $1100 a year, and a sinecure, as the bribe for being 
active and mtiuential at elections. The reward to follow close upon the service. If 
cAiee is to be the immediate reward of active eleetioneertng— if 600 places, at from 500 
fo 35,000 dollm a year income, ara the fair recompense of straggles at the polk, 
victors to have the spoils, w not the elective principle " smothered by the enormous 
patronage of the general government?" and will not violence, bully clubs, bribing 
presses, lying tongues, and all the evils attending wholesale corruption be among the 
taaults ? Why did Morris and Varian invade Pievce'o sanctuary at 13 P. M. on a pro* 
tended mission of purity of election, if 500 prizes are ready to reward the men who 
can gain a victory, no in utter by what means ? The merchants require honest, indif- 
ferent, capable olficers about the Customs. Are Messrs. Allen and Lawrence more 
partial to active, inflneRtial, em-tkUd partiaana Y If ao, and thej can continne their 
system, the fair outride of our goodly republican tree wtB aoon ashibit incnnble rot- 
tenness at hetirt. 

Twelve thousand dollars have already rewarded, in part, Mr. Ogsbury's **int]uential** 
.Ubeia ef 1834. His services now are so easy that thousands would gladly perform 
ttem well for a sixth of his income. 

Mr. Ogsbury, though he did not prosper as an Imports, was fortunate in being 
the father-in-law of General Prosper M. Wetmore, usually known as Swartwout's 

Steal ^uiu" Gtaersd Proiper wrote the collector caneetly urgwg Ua^appoiair 
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ment of his affectionate ai^d **ioflueDtiar* relative — adding, that General Peter Spicer 
had been promoted at Washington, and wished to resign In Ogsbuiy's favor. 

Gerieral Spicer was a keen oflUse-hnnter, and rode his mare far ahead of ordinaiy 
beggars. He wrote to Mr. Swartwout, March 24th, 1829, more than a month before 
that gentleman entered on his duties, that he had heard that he (Sw.) had been ten- 
dered the collectorship, and if so, he (Sp.) now tendered himself as his (Sw.'s) dep- 
uty. "I feel a oonvlctfon,** oliMrf^ me gallmt mUitaiy veteran, <*tfaat my fnemoi* 
tiU experience would, &;c. ean with confidence refer 

to the members of the Republican party at large in our city and Slate for the claims 
I may be concidered to possess to your favorable concideration. /am AUTHORo 
IZE^ to refer to the Hon. M. Van Buren and the Hon. C, C. Cambrdeng for MY * ' 
POLITICAL STANDING. I likewise feel jnstHled in adding the names of Ben- 
jamin Bailey and the Hon. C P. While, wlio have a s row d me m thmt diipositimi to* 
advance my views." 

The friend of Van Buren, Cambrelene, and White, could not be resisted. The 
Gsnsial^ot Coslom Hoose rations fiom uie date of Swartwontfs adfont till his pn- 
tvoos fonnd the ran of n better kitchen fer liim« in 1833f elsewhere.* 

* Of his "mercantile experience" I will only mention that a fi«iidiilent Incoiporated company failed in 
New Yolk im ISMt ita Ant ynaideiit, Thomaa Hyatt, waa aant to tbe peattaatianr for perii» and wImIb. 
■■to swliiai^ fai ita aianaffemeat. Oenaial Spicw < a e c Badaa M m aa d Oaaaral Pwpwr M. wetwofa <n» 

flwn Yiee Freaident. The public were defrauded ffiOO.flOO to $700^0 In a few montns— Prosper was ia< 
dieted by a N. Y. Gran#lJury, Sept. 15, 1826, with Brown, Spencer, Hyatt and Jackson— tamed States' evi- 
dence—and is, by the influence of Marcy, Bancroft and Van Buren, with Polk, Navy Acent at New York, 
one of the most important, confidential, and lucrative posts in the Union. Whether ' ihe GeneraV will pasa 
muster in the Senate is, like Butler's case, rather problematical. 

Extract of a letter from a grentleman of undoubted respectability in N. York, to his correspondent at Al- 
bany, Jan. 8, 1831. "—also told me what I did not linow before, that in consequence of Prosper M. 
Wetmore's connection with the 'Life and Fire' or some other atock company, the 27th reg't of artillery 
eonyalled him to resim. He is, consequently, obnoxious to the ■rilllary, manv of whom turned their eyas 
ta — — becauae they thoof ht ha coaid dalaat liiai. 1 iuMW Wetmore only as the aathor of Laiin^on. dsc. 
aad as fA« great gun of Swartwottt and Lawaon.* tWa waa wiltten during a compaitlion for the once of 
Onaitar Master Generti, Throop being Lt. Gov'r. Whether the fact is as stated I Iinow not, but if it be so, 
tta trth reg:*t of artillery gained honorable laurels by ousting such a character. Throop gave him some 
generalship or other in 1832. General Wetmore is, at present, a trustee of the Nautilus Life Insurance Com- 
pany. Notliing could be more appropriate than such a title for the insurance companies of the last twenty 
years. The Nautilus floats gaily on the surface of the ocean, in fine. ca.lm, fair weather — spreads out a thin 
membrane for a sail, and enjoys itself. But the moment it finds the wmd blowing a galOi the waves rolling, 
■ad tha atorm rising, it shuts up its sail, diveir out of sight, to rise no aaoia till tha latam Of fi a aaii t 
araalhar. This is not the first Namtilua that he has been a trustee of. 

Oananl Prosper probably resided in the lith ward of New York, when Van Buren broached his Sub> 
I^Maoy. The Genand, in the session of 1836, had voted for as many bank charters as any oUter meo^r 
arfha Aaaamb^, if not noia : yet ha did aot avaa blush whdh, as Vice President of " a large and enthusi. 
astic meetiag,^ In that ward, he sanctioned Dr. Hasbrouck and Mr. RaiU'a raaotvaa, that tha Stata had 
usurped unlawful power when it chartered banks— that any legislator who Should aid a broken bank, lanaw. 
a charter, or vote for a new one, is a traitor-^tmui that baqha witltaidinive pivflsfaa sie a^aantisllyftaad* 
tilent and destructive of the public welfare ! • t 

The testimony of Vice President Prosper himself, and of President Spicer, and Messrs. Miller, Baldwin, 
Falls, Reade, Ac, at the conspiracy trial, before Judge Edwards in N. \ oik, as recorded in the N. Y. E^%n- 
ing Post, sliows that Mr. Polk has insulted the community by placing Wetmore where he now Is. Mr. Polk 
inaY find the Butler a^cement at Nashville a bad bargain yet. There will be a time to speak up. The 
native honesty and good sense of the American people will not be appealed to in vain. 

The Hudson iDSurance Co. started in ISSS, with 9Wifi09 of capital sworn as paid in, but except a few 
caala an tha dollar thsra was no ca^tal at all. Tlia atockholders paid, in * I nroodaa to paf, etc.* The 
Albainr charter cost them $3500. Prosper M. Wetmore, and G. W. Brown and Mark Spenoar, found gufltr 
with Barker, and Thomas Hyatt, sent to the penitentiary, ware among' tha dliac t o n i Hyatt being pnth- 
dent. In a few months they contrived to put off their moonshine bonds for r«al money value, to tha 
amount of, say $250,000. The same Brown, Hyatt, Spencer, and Wetmore next figure as Directors in 
another extra-infamous chartered concern, the U. S. Lombard Co., Hyatt, president, Wetmore, Vice presi- 
dent, and the active man of business. Sixteen persons paid for the charter, and took $15,000 worth of the 
stock each, paying in 9 cents on the dollar to .set the dangerous machine agoing, hire puffs, puffers, Sec. 
The Legislature had appointed Scriba ! Brown ! ! and Hyatt ! ! ! to dittribiUe the stock. To blind the pub- 
ic, the Mayor and Recorder of N. ¥. were made directors, in the act, ex-officio, but never once invited to 
atteifl. Hyattr tha president, and Jackson the sac'r, swore and recorded an affldavit that tha stock 
CtMOiOOQ] waa alT paid up in gold and silver, though scarcely one cent in twenty had baan aa jpai d aa d 
laowinrthia state of things It was proved on the trial that Watnon continaad aa an activa nnaafir. and 
actually represented the bonds to be good though utterly woithlaas. He (Watnesra) gava Ua asoanaUna 
check, with the others, to pay (! ! I) for nis stock. The checks and a trifle of cash were deposited in tha 
Tradesmen's Bank, which gave the Lombard a $300,000 credit (! ! !) which credit was lent to the Hudson 
Co , which lent it chiefly to its stockjobbing stockholders. No security, of course,— but the Hudson stock 
had been puffed up to 10 and 15 of a premium. The Lombard Co., so Prosper says, divided 3 per cent— 
profits, of course, though all wa.s a dead loss. They lent largely to the knave Malapar. Wetmore swore on 
Uyatt'ii trial that ha was intimately acquainted with the company's affairs, and, as V P paid great atten- 
tion to iu c«ieania> and tried to borrow $jO,0U0 for it ! Comment is needless. Spicer, Wetmore, Butler, 
and Van Bonn an worthy of each other- ■add Hoyt ai>d Lawrence as make-weights. The moans of tlie , 
Lsnted Oo. coald aoiwhen ba ftwmd a million at dollars of its paperNrere palmed olT upon the honest, 
aaaanac^ paopla-tha booia warn aevir wiittan «i7-bonda were fraudulenUy <kbdcatad udMut into 
Mwt to ralM cMh vaea, bat banda to ba nUimad. Mnml Morgan Lewis gava eMh fte •lS,000bo^ 
atedloM. £^Mb&attleteteaftwWeiaMbacan»V.ft.^d^ m^mk 
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9$ ^ ALDERMAN PFRDT — X. If. <iUACK£NB088. 

Hr* AldmMn Pardy, now Bwnnifw of the Port of New York* m dBee woctli 

$16,000 a year, besides its great patronage, is another of the active, paiQf 
who lunre been long quartered upon the public at the Custom ilouse. 



JUenum Pmdy (Surveyor^ Pert qfN.Y.)i» 8am*l Swartioout, uiHm dbomi fo 8t 

CoOee&r. 

** Sir — The undersigned is an applicant for the sitnation of Inspector of the 

Customs — he has a large family to support, and, if appointed, will use his utmost 
exertion to perform the duties of the office properly. For d^ic(«r and QuliJkaliomM 
he refers you to his friends and acquautance. ELIJAH F. PURjDY.** 

Wc the underslgoed, being acquainted with Elijah F. Purdy, do recommend him 
as a man of honesty, indostnTt and iote&rityt and well qualiiied for the office of In- 
•pector of the Customs. , JOHN W. HARDENBROOK, 

Now Toifc, April S7th, 1889. SAM*L L. OOUVERNEUR. 

Mangle M. Quackenboss {one of his securities) to CoUector Stoartwout. 

••New York, April 27th, 1829. — Mt Dear Sir — I am not in the habit of 
asking more of a friend than perhaps I am called upon imperiously to do, after tho 
viaster-strolLes of policy, and, I may add, downright chicanery, that htu bo6« 
made, nse of to defeat you m your justly grounded expectationo, which hate now 
achieved their climax, to your honor be it spoken, th;<t the iceis^hi of your character 
has borne you triumphantly through, to the utter dismay of your opponents and 
traducers. I have but one request to make of you, and that is to be guarded how 
you give any eonnteiMoeo to the petition of Elijah F. Purdy for the*^ppomlMBt of 
Uk laspector of the Customs, as he it, to my knowlcdac a man not to he depended 
upon, and one that has invnrinhhj supported SWAMP, alias regular nomination. 
On the other, I take the like liberty of recommending Alexander Whaley, Junior, 
for the appointment of Inspector, (from the 10th ward,) a man ereiy worthy of 
your confidence and patronage — Md his nicceai would be persooaDy gradfyiog to 
your friends in this part of the toWD* and moit particularly and personally so to your 
true mend and brother soldier, M. M. qUACKEKBOSS." 



To 8, JL OmnemtuTt Poetnuuter* 

Dear Sir — The bearer, Mr. Whaley, is the gentleman I spoke to you about 
terday— HE IS A VERY ACTIVE POLITICIAN, and wants an appointment 
in the Custom House. You will confer a particular favor on me by giving him a 
few lines of recommendation to Mr. Swartwout. 

• Truly youra, M. M. QUACKENBOSS. 

Mem. (Hand writing S. Swartwout.) — "Alexander Whaley is stroQfl^ lOGOfllK 
mended by Mangle M* Quackenboss. He it aUo oppoeed to Purdy/* 

This it oeithor the time nor place to dwell at large on Mr. Fiiidy*a charactef ■ 
while an Inspector his duties, eicept the polidcal, were, to my knowledge, voiy easy 
indeed. Now, himself, his son, and I do not very well know how many more of hia 
relatives are billeted on Uncle Sam, between Pine and Wall streets. He is very 
useful to Lawrence as a channel of communication with * the boys,' and as a sort 
of foreman in tlio maeMfie ekop. 

One of the most wanton and cruel outrages I ever heard of was committed hf 
Police Officers Colvin and Sw*cet, on the person of the Reverend John" Mulligan. 
Damages one thousand dollars were given in a civil action, but nothing collected. 
In the crimioal prosecution they were found guilty, and fined $50 each, a mockery 
of justice that called forth from Mr. Bryant, through the Evening Post, on tbo 

•f equality, « paternal g ovemn wn t , and iwtice, ni eaeourage rice by the raeetasM •miiBls sf lbs Imave f 

In the N. Y. Evening Post, Feb. 7, 1897, we find the Barker, Hyatt, Lambert, Wetmore, Brown and other 
rascally impostures of the day admirably exposed. We have seen them,'' says the writer, " moved by th« 
■ame wires, and playing npon the same puppets— pledging, hppothecating, and transfening the same worth* 
less bonds — the same worthless notes — the same depreciated stocic — andofTering the same bankrupt aeca- 
rllies — aometimes to bolster up one company, sometimes another— sometimes to forward the secret 
achemes of one speculator, and at others to practise some new deception apon the be^jeving public Yfm 
have seen them aailv and noarly resort to all the miserable shifts aaa SflfMlsatS Of miltlllsss msiilBfllJ 
la jisinet ttw vUs Asc if titti , an d iavolv^ men vvoom vj«Ui«s.'' 
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' M WITT CLINTON EXP08£8 THE * OROANUED C0EP8.' 

18^ «f Miiek Mning, poitited and well merited eeMam. Mayor Morris turned 
ihem oat oF the police. The Post having directed its censures at Recorder Tallmadge, 
was informed that he had been really anxious to have inflicted a far more severe and 
adequate punishment, but that Aldernien Purdy and Vandervoort overruled him. 
Swwt, an aetifa. violMit fiany polittdan, onoe belonged to the Ciutona Hoase, and 
SDMt probably is on pay there now. 

Peter Field, an Inspector whom Mr. Hoyt had removed, testified on oath before 
the Comers of Inquiry, in 1841, that Tammany Hail assessed every officer of the Cus- 
tbini, a tax for electioneftriiig expensea. One time be (Field) would oot pay — on 
wbich Egbert G. Sweet, also an Inspector, aaid to him " YouMI be sony for this**-* 
went to a book, tore out a list of the Inspectors, &c»» aaying* "All you damned sons 
of bitches that don't pay up will be sorry for it. ... • God damn you« I will 
remember you for it." Soon after this Field was put out. 

That there are aaeh repoita made by spies among the Cnatom House O/Bcers, <m 
printed leaves, and in other curious ways and shapes — secret, partial, and often maD- 
cious — can be proved, and their authors shamed, whenever it may become necessary. 

The Commissioners examined Sweet, who at once admitted that the election sub- 
•eriptions went to the Tammany Hall Cdmniitiee— that l^e bad been absent for two or 
three days in succession, electioneering, as had also other officers — and had had an 
altercation with Field — but had not to the best of his recolledion and helief, reported to 
Mr. Hoyt the names of officers who did not subscribe to the Tammany subscriptions. , 
As a member of Tammany, Sweet voted against Dr. Rocliweli's motion for the pro- • 
^iption of Leggett, 

I have already stated enough to show a most infamous combination against the 
liberties of the country, as stated by Mr* Jefferson — the conspiimtoia benig professing 
dissijdes of that eminent statesman. ^ 

Sxttaet Af a letter— B. F. Butler to Jesse Hoyt— Albanyt January 18, 1821. — 

There is every prospect of a stormy session. The Governor [De Witt Clinton],' 
has communicated the documents relative to THE ORGANIZED CORPS, accom- 
panied WITU A VERY ABUSIVE MESSAGE. This business wiU injure him 
greatlff AnugkmU the Vmon,* 

I doh*t think I shall be an appliont for any thing this winter— oertahdjT not if I can 
get a living without, which I hope may be tne case." 

Extract of a letter — Coe S. Downing to S. Swartwout, Collector of the port of 
II. Totk.'-dated Brooklyn, Dec. 16, 1832.— »• Permit me to soKeit from you a 
nation for our POLITICAL friend John MaeOte for the ofTice of Inspector of 
Customs. Mr. MacGee is personally known to me as a worai POLITICAL friendt 
and a strinaus advocate of the present administration.** 

* Such an tha jrioua " bucktail," Mr. ButlsvHi langnan and aentlnents relativa to Governor ainton*i 
Haaaage to the Legislature, of the 17th of January, iSSf, in which be proved, exposed and condemned the 
**organized rmd disciplined hostility" of the federal officers, as oxhibitea in the State Elections— pointed to 
General Jeseph (J. Swift, the Surveyor, (who was aftervrHrds tried for fraud as Vice President of the Life 
and Fire Insurance Co., in which, tliough he escaped conviction of crime, he was very Ijliiintiable,) as har- 
Ingr instructed the Naval Storekeeper, Decatur, at Brooklyn, [la it he of the Chemical Bank lobby to or- 
ganize the whole Navy Yard at the State election, presenting '*a scene of undue influence and exlraneooa 
intrusion revolting to every friend of republican goveniipent. A government of influence and corruption," 
aaid Mr. Clinton, "is the worst possibl».a1itpf mich a rapublican government can assume, beeanae undw 
tiM forma of fraedonn, it combiiMS tbs ssatnce of tyranny." **8kT«cy.'* lie added, *'ia em freceded bf 
sleap— ead the Ubertiea of free stales an more frequently proatratad bf mnid than l^ftmse." Nr. Clinton 
concluded by staUng his Aill perauaaion that " when the personal animosities and political agitations of the 
tlmea are buried in oblivion, he should be considered by impartial posterity as having endeavored to deserve 
well of the republic by his conduct on this occasion," 

Never was a position better sustained by evidence. It has been long before the people. But the evil ia 
iMKh en the Incrasie* 

Col. John Decatur to Collector Swartwout. 
Portsmouth, May 4, 1829 — Dear Sir— This will be handed to you by my particular friend Mr. John Blunt, 
Jately a resident of this town, in making you acquainted with Mr. Blunt, 1 take much pleaaure. Ha ie % 
ffentleman who has been extensively engaged in business in this place, and in my ofldst duties, as lain 
Naval Storekeeper, have been daily engagwd with him in mercantile traaaactiona. For a number of fears 
Mr. Blunt haa aappUad our Navy Yard, and I have at all times found him pcompt, energetic, and Mthhl in 
(he perfenmuMS of his coatvscta; end wikere it possible for Mr. B. to raaide with us, I know of no man 
mum X wavM Sooner aeleet to the llrat office in my gift. Fbr like Iwf few yean he hat actively amd opniv 
4dmcated the claims of our present worthy chief magistrmU, and the reputation maintained by Mr. Blunt hiB 
been such in this section of the country, that we trust his talents have not been engaged unsuccessfully. 
Should it be nc-crssary to have an assistant editor, to aid Mr. Noah in warding off the malignaMt shafts of tks 
coaiuiOH party, which lOlU be madr on you, m consequen<-s of the general tueep uhich I presume you intend to multt 
in office, I know of no nv re suitable man ttian this salaCod of mine, and i thi^refwte request that jpbR 
Will add one more obUgmtion I am already under, kn giving km m agmamlmMt in Urn Oiutam BiomM' 

. TotiswttiteilsmMasffBCtiS^ BIC4TA. 
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78 JOHN MACOIE— CUSTOM H0U8S POLICE. ■ 

Sxtnust of a letter— i^tcWtf KhfiimU^ Brooklyn, Dee. SO, 183!^, to the isn*~ 
"Permit me to introduce to you my friend Mr. John MacGee^ and solicit from yoa 
the iavor of obtiuniog the appointment of one of the inspectors of Customs for said 
pofft« ]llr. MeeGee it a gentleman ol ^ood moral character, hidnstrious habite, and 
mmy opinion calculated to make a useful officer in your department. From kit 
appearance in public life — and that is coeval with his age — he has hern a firm, and 
uniform supporter of democratic principles^ and especially in support of our present 
administration-^nd IT IS TO HIS EXERTIONS, as much as to any other indi- 
vidual, THAT KING'S COUNTY STA19D8 AS HIGH AS l8HE DOES m the 

political family of the. state.'''' 

Here IS a very fair specimen of the srstem by which Mr. Van Buren and Mr. 
BuUer coiuruJ our elections. Mr, John MacGee is sent to receive his pay lor ex- 
penditure in lungs and labor in Sbg'a Oounty. While the worthy citizens of Wil- 
liamsburgh and Brooklyn were admiring the almost superhuman exertions of Fat- 
riot MacGee, and his long cherished love of Jackson anH Van Buren, he was think- 
ing of the $1500 salary he would gain by it, the perquisites, and how long h4e 
could keep them« No doubt the Brooklyn folks, in Nor. 1834, thought that ihef 
had decided the election. Quite a mistake ! Mr. MacGee, as much as any liv- 
ing man had turned the scsDe — and a Commippionfr to hrlp to distribute the stock 
of the Atlantic Bank hands him a draft on the Cu&tum House, m fuU of his patri- 
otism, where it was duly hoqored. 

If the administration of the day can create offices by the thousand, needed and 
not needed, pay the incumbents out of the procreds of taxation, and put up plac^ 
of $1,000 to $20,000 as prizes fo be gained by the basest conduct of which polili* 
cians can be guilty, ueiiher iiie nor freehold will be suie lu an owner — ^fraua and 
Tillainy will triumph, and our country be degraded among the natiooi* Fteemea 
see to It. ' 



GHAPT££XIX. 

Wihoeffer of tkf Bwning Po»t*'^kii Utt$r to Hovt — tspioMgttanong demoeratOp 
Rose, Garniss, Shourtt Winship, Boggo, Xirlit Gross, <SfC, W€0Urvelt*$ pickings, 

StrartxcouVs steaHnrr^. Demorrafs of our stamp.^* Jeromus Johnson, B. 
Mersjerole. Abraham Le Foy, The Momtng News, BufTt Memco» SwartiootUw 
and place hunting, 

* 

If any one had toM me five years aj^o, that Henry Ulshoeffer, brother to the 
Judge, and one of ihc editors of the Evening Post, had stooped to slander his 
neighbors behind ilieir backs, to their injury, collect the &caudai of tiie hour for 
Mr. Hoyt, listen to the private conversation of his fHends at the dinner table, and 
note it down secretly for the Collector, I would not, could not have credited it- 
But I have copied the following extraordinary memoranda, from the ori^rinal, in 
the well-known hand of the subscriber to it, who had been a clerk emoioyed ia 
"Ward and Hoyt's office, and afterwards had an j|800 sinecure clerkship m the 
Custom House. In those days when religious majorities governed the world, for* 
tunate was he who pro f fisscd the creed of the powers that were. Equally fortu- 
nate is that iawver now whose politics have no variance from those o£ the regu- 
lar democrats,'* banded together to dispense the patronage of the country amang 
[C7*themselve8. 

De Peyster, who told the young: butcher's ancestor that Mr. Van Bnren "was a 
damned little rascal," suliered a loss of $1095 per annum in his rent-roll. What 
happened the consenratire who exclaimed — who the devil is Mr, Hoyt—- who 
erer heard of him ?'* I do not know. The cartman for the Post was installed into 
office, under the "judicious tariff" of George A. Wasson, Ricard, the **mere 
drone," and the poor clerk who was said to be "the rankest whig breathing," 
were ignorant that an informer had undermined them. Mr. UlshoefTer adopted 
in practice Mr. L. Uoyt's cinraiuait rule of iiyuiing people keeping them tli« 
while in the dark. 

■ 

V 
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1 



Addreis— ' Jesie Boyt, Esq.* Bndor9eMili^-i'*llpMpMliHH If Wjh SMWIttt MllllVi l» 

. cation* Cm olBce.—17Ui Marcb, ISSa." —w— 

«* MBKOSANDmi OF E. UUEOBFTIR.'' 

^OvoMS W. Bmv, 1m» Md Mtora yea u appUettiiNi fbr 0brliM|»tete«n,«r1litoBM»f /iiipeefor, 
whicherer shall appear to be at your disposal. I have already stated to you (and I now repeat it for yoor 
remembrance) that he is related to roe as nephew (by a sister.) He has mostly resided in the Beventh ward, 
where he kept a ship-chandler's store, as successor to my eldest brother, Georero Ulahoflffer, (they were 
paitners at his death. Mybrother, in his Will, directed Mr. Rose to g^o on with the business and pay to my 
father and mother the full value of the stocit at the time of his decease, for their future comfort. Before 
he accomplished this he became insolvent, but acted with good faith to his grand-parents and paid them for 
the stock (the balance due at his failure beini; small.) Ho then procured a release from hi<; creditors by 
giMt exertions, and with the aid of some friends went Into the Grocery business in Cbeny street, which 
■Mde ' both ends meet/ apparently. Last May ho romored hll •ton Into Coonties' tUp, aiid took a part* 
Mr* niM nMempted to do a better boelnesa— but the change thet euna ever the baalneM eoMMUii^«vww| 
■MMe enlodntleMe, end he h— been waetlny his —eane ever einee la itee e m t y eapentee. Te«MiwBell 
his misfortunes, his store took fire the early part of March, and his whole stock was lost. Thoiuh the 
stock was covered by insurance, it had been procured mostly upon credit, and mast be paid for; ana even 
if it had been otherwise the prospect of doing business for a long while is but a hopeless one. Trade is not 
likely to revive for a considerable period— and Mr. Roae thinks he must finally give up. Under these cir- 
cumstances, Mr. Rose wishes to withdiMT tnm Ue Iwntneit, «Bd ttiw MKli tB appointMsnf irill ■ffoid 
him a livelihood for a few years. 

He w a Democrat of our Btamp—ii pertinacious in argument, and of good ednotien. In the Seventh Ward, 
Ac irseslsd the storm of Wkiggtry ia 1834, and sulTerea in his business some on that nceount. As to hie 
qnalUleations, I will assure you he is lit for any of the clerkships in doors— he writes % feed hmid— is good 
at flguM and calcoimioM. An to aa oat door aMoiataieBt he ia Mueiior toanay whowaaowla 
- — ~ * " mm! one dill' *' 



■ee. TWe f well know. Ife. Eeee hatawifeudonetMd-HendleeboatlOyeeieofeke. 

As I have before said to yoa personally, this is an affur which I feel an interest it— ana if you can ap 
point him you will vonfer another (hv6r (among others) on me, as well as him. It %nU also rstss au is Me 

esteem of our family, who affect to believe there is no chance for him. ^ 
* My brother the Judge, Mr. Jordan aud others, have doubtless spoken to you on this subject. 

JosKPK Gakniss, with whom I have been acquainted for years, is applying for the office of Insprrtor. 
He is about 33 years of a^^e, and was formerly a clerk of Coletnar the Crockery Dealer in Broadway, where 
yoor wife has purchased China ware frequently 

Oarniss boanis with my mother-in-law, and has for several years. He boards in John street (2d ward.) 
I know hlai well— JUs jwnttcs are of the right kind. Every day at dinner Gamiss and I have a regular coiv- 
TanaHoB with the W&iga at table, and i have found him firmly and enthniiastically a|tachad to the a^ 



Although I have no pcrsoao} imtertrt tn hte a|iplJcatton, I know of no 3roung man I could more cordial^ 
recommend to yoar notice, both on accotint of his politics and capacity. I place him only next to Mr. Rose 

in the interest I feel in liis application. Owing- to change in trade and the necessity of economizing, Mr. 
Colemar was obliged to dismiss Mr. Gamiss, aad every department seems to be filled in other places wbepe 
he hais sought for employoWBl* 
He is a single man. 

Jams Mo.tBoE Wihshiy, a young man, 19 years of ago, applies for a Clerkship. He is son of I>aniel 
Unship, butcher of Fulton Market, and resides in the 17tti ward. He it of cowrtea Democrat, as I know 
fnm repeated conveieations. Yon have seen him at yoarhoaae, and can judge somewhat of his merita. 
Aatoayown I - — 

■aaia alnntloB < 



knowledge of his capacity, 1 can sayaa aMxa than that I 'believe him to be qnaltfiedfer 
. — . ^ . - money <o thg Dtmoeratic paiff, end 



of small salary. , Hu father ka$ eoiil»sMsd Ub«TaBf\ 



H wmMi»Memiitgm large fimmhf iatertetfor the e* wwt rtnstiew, if the appointment could be made. 
OioaoB W. SnoVBT wrants the place of Cartman to the Public Store in Nassau street. As he jias soea 

you on the .subject, and you know his politics, you can forna an opinion of his merit, and the expediency 
of doing what he wishes. He has for some time been the Cartwum of the EeewMg Pest, canying daily th0 

mail papers to thaMOOea. Balsa Utkwaidar,aad yoa cntaka can oOdmwttlM aBr«|ii« 

from me. 

Edmdmd J. Gboss is an applicant for the place of Inspector. He is of the lOth ward. Of course he is a 
Democrat. J introduced him to you one day in your office in Wall street. He is a married man of about 
dt yaars of age, judging from his appearance. He is a respeetaMe man, and would, I have no doubt, fill the 
fiaoe creditably. He relies much on my influence in this business, lot I heme no jMrMceJor tatcrsfl w Mf 



ruLiAK J. Boaoa is an appUeaat liw tha aapohifatof taspeetor. I aai wril aoqnatoted with 
» Ms poNNer te ts Iftenwff* Pswoenrfie— and aa he depends a great deal on what I say to you, I will be 
candid enongh to say that toe letters he has laid before yon, signed by Mr. Cambreleng, Colonel Johnson 
and others, although entitled to great weight, ought not to be conclusive. Ue took grsat interest in Mr% 
Coe's application for the Collcctorshlp, and wrote letton to Waahiagloa ia Ida hohalf, aaA wWt ^Moeia 
and others, endeavored to defoat your appointment. 

Ill) is at present a letter-carrier In the Post OtBce, and though 1 at oat time felt disposed to do all I could for 
him, some tt^ffs have induced me not to urge you sUoofply in his ftvor. He is la the 10th ward— and 
has a family. Mr. Coddington can tell yon about aim. 
The abore applicants are all mw ones. 



or theee iriio aia alrs«fy m the CuetoM Bomn I will f^aak as follows : 
Jamis WKsnavMV is a Wsuftsr, and haa raokaa to aw abo 



I about his sitaatioa* Be la flffvapUly loos fiwo^ 
aad ouKht nottobefemoTad. ^hMia laaooljjeetioa toUs being retained Ifeat I know ad Be has been in 
ofllce about eighteen months. 
Pbtbs Cootant is an Inspector, and has been- in office about a year and on half. I know him well. Ho 

IB OM of the firmest of ovr party. Old Gilbert Coutant is his uncle. He hfis bfrn persecuted formerly by the 
Whigs, and had to absndon his business in consequence. He ought tu be retained by all iQjiaiis. He is 
sonoin-law of Daniel Win^hip. 

TnoMAs Kirk* is a Weigher, and now in office. He has not spoken a word to me on the subject of ids 
being retained, but I cannot omit tka oppertaat^t idiilo I aas nudoff thiia ■nainiaadBnn, of leeoauaMid* 
ing,cordially, his reappointment. 

*KiA wu raaiored by VwNe^ 
IiSiiiiaca* Be ia bow bb b^aetag* 
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8f , 18FI0NAOI — DOUBLE VBES — JKSLOUVB JOBNtOlT. 

He Is ft fine old gentleman, of onr politici : »nd has been a conttant visitor at *• olBc« of the . _ 

Pott, where he frequently discourses on politics— and, of course, his opinions are well known to BryaDt 
•nd myself. He was once of the firm of Kirk and Mercein, Booksellers of this city. 

JoaiPH DuEYFous is now an Inspector, and wishes to be transferred to the French floor in the Public 
ttorain Na-ssau street, where the pay is the same as he now gets, and which change would enable him (on 
■ccmmt of ffreater couveaience in tlie houra of business) to pay towu atientum to other mattert, and make his 

would be attendant upon the amraisers. , . . _^ ^ . i 

Knowinc hla poUtlca to be itstdedlg Dewuxratie, I would recommend, if nothing interfered in year opinion, 
bis transfer to ttePiAUcSton. Be Je n good jodfe of Renelt erttelM, and might be of eetvlce in Um* 

^^Amcmg'those who are opposed to the administration, and in office, tfcere is A. 8. DsPlTSTBft, ( w e lfh < r ,> 
He is a thorough Wlug, but has urged some Democrats to speak to you for liim. Look out for mm! 
He told Mr Daniel Winship that ** Mr. Van Boyenwee a damM littlo nical," or wetde to that e ft al 

and tliis too very recently. 

Samuel B. Flemiho is a Conservative Democrat of the rankest sort. lie was a strenooill advocate for 
Coe's appointment to the Collectorship— and said before you was nominated, " Who the devil is Mr. Hoyt T 
Who ever heard of him ?" Ac. . 

HxHRT K. FaosT, a Clerk, I know to be the rankest Whig breathing, and ought to be removed without 
ecrupfe. ^ 

Geoboi RicAan, an Inmector, hae been In oOce aeremt yeera. and io, 1 andentand, in good pecuniary 
oircumstances, and could live wftlwat the oflce. Bo ie fiom the 10th ward. Biiacaieolr •nralKMB bw 
meetings, and is, in a politieel point of TieWfOeMrsdrans. 

Let him be removed I 

Uenry W'****r, an Inspector, a drunken beast, and notwithstanding hla politics, he ought tobaaa 
moved. This is pubUc sentiment wherever he is imowo. Any one in the tenth ward will aay so.** 
CBeto ends ttM inehoellbr Momoraade.] 

Mr. Ulshoeffer's nephew, Rose, who "is a democrat of our stamp," and ** breast- 
ed the storm of whiggery,*' had an office, and his uncle was "raised in the 
esteem" of the House of tJlshoeffer. The crockery>man*8 clerk where Mrs. Ho^t 
booght her china, I know nothing of. " A large nmily interest was secured foi 
the administration" by giving the butcher's boy a " situation of small salary." As 
Kirk's politics were endorsed by " Bryant and myself," after daily discourses at the 
bureau of the Post, he kept in the saddle. Whether the Israelite, Drevfous, was 
transferred to the French floor I have not heard— but it is very probable, as " his 
politics were decidedly democratic." W. J. Boggs, tho' **thonHlgUy deilloei«tie»'* 
was no favorite. Him he turned over to Coddington. 

James Westervelt, the weigher, was reported to be " thoroughly loco foco" — and 
was retained* 

I do not know the roan, bnt by reference to Mr. Re]rbam, President of the Sl 
Patrick's Society^, N. Y.'s evidence before the Commission, July 9, 1841, page 
638, No. 212 Congress documents, it will appear that this Westervelt, not conteAt 
wlih $1500 easily earned from goyemment, mnleted the merebants beaTOy when 
he had the chance. If the law gives • a measurer or wdgher a certain number of 
days to make returns to the Custom House, and the merchant wishes sooner to 
learn the weight or measure, as often happens, he must pay a heavy bribe, com- 
pensation, or fee (call it what you will) for the information. Mr. Eeyburn received 
■boat 98 tons of iron by a Glasgow veisel-^asked Westcnrelt for a eopy of his re> 
turn of the weight, and obtained it on paying a few eents less than twenty dollars ! 
I could have made a copy in about as many minutes. If a measurer is asked for a 
copy of the weight of a quantity of coal, the by-fee is $5. Well may Mr. K. ex~ 
dami that this is "very demoralizing!'' Why, there is no more use for 17 
measurers at $1500 a year each, nor for any one of them, than there is for lit 
chaplains to read morning prayers in the barge office — it is merely a poor pretext 
for rewarding 17 MacGees, Westervelts, Furdys, Spicers, and Ogsbarys — " active 
politieiMW," or their friends. Secretary Bwing or Forward, reported £iTor of 
abolishing these sinecures, but the difficulties in Mr. Tyler's cabinet Oinsed his 
resignation. Mr. Walker's forte would rather lie inincmsing mck patronage than 
lessening it. 

The nmily of TJlshoeffer, as has been seen, kept one eye steadily fixed on their 

own interest. Jeromus Johnson, member of Congress, Appraiser, and <* democrat 
of our stamp," did not uriou$ly differ from them in his Tiews of Custom Hoas# 

Republicanism. > > 

Jeromus Johnson ^ras a sort of a pillar in Tammany. I think I remember him 
SS a legislator on "the regular" ticket as fiff back as 1812. In 1822 he was chair* 

man of the Committee of the Assembly to which the North River and Fulton 
Bank charters were referred — but whether he approved of the Commissioners who 
gavs Alderman Eathbdne $500,000 in stock, by whicii he c eared $74,000 wiib> 



Digitized by Google 



t 'OLP Alio AOTIVS.^-^T NBPHfiW AFTBR YOUR ^ELAlttM, , €l 

&tft mdi oiiday, I hsTe forgotten. I presume he did, for he is a rottm YttH^rwf . 

Mr. Van Burea knew his man, and he baited a political tujuk with an appraiser's 
office ; hung it up m the ceiling of the House of Representatives to make JeromusTote 
Straight when he went to Congress. Jerome kept his eye upon the bait — was in due 
time nominated an appraiser, though he M been a ccneemtiTe and ficned the TklK 
nadge pledge. General Jackson and Mr. Van fiuren had denounced the practice 
of tempting Congressmen from the honest and impartial discbarge of their dut^, 
by holding up before their eyes embassies abroad, and lucrative offices at home if 
tbef woud become mere creatures of the exeentiTe. Vet the reeoOeetion of the 
tmolushing effrontery with which such bribes were given ftom 1829 to 1841, it 
enon2:h to sicken the soul of a true patriot. *• Will you remove the deposits to the 
pets V' qucth Jackson to Duane* **iiQt a dollar," replied the secretary. Will you 
resign, and 111 bargain with a eecretary who will 1 ** said the president. ** I'll not * 
budge an inch from my duty, but you can dismiss me» yon Juiow,'* answered the 
faithful minister. " Will you take the Russian cmba^'sy and retire ?'* was the next 
question — but $9,000 a year of a sinecure, and $9,U00 in a present to start with, 
had no charms for Duane. He had to be lemovcd — and the supple Taney became 
n pliable tool in the hands of Van Buren. 

Jeromus Johnson was not of the Duane school— lie became an appraiser — had to 
sign appraisements he never saw, or quit ;* even Hoyt declared lie liad no confi- 
dence m bucli a set of appraisers as Johnson, Lotmsberry, ^c, nor is it to be won- 
dered at. Johnson had been a regular signer of reoommendatione for office, to 
Washington, the N. Y. P. 0., Custom House, &c. Here is a spedl tfto one of 
Cambreleng's ** old and active politicians," pressing for his pay. 

* ■ _ 

••New York, 30 April, 18S9^The Collector of the Fort of New York. 
Sir— Mr. James Maurice, AN OLD AND ACTIVE POLITICIAN desires 4 
ttntion in on Costom Houaew and is worthr of THE PATRONAGE of govemmenu 

C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

IfUlf eommrlntheabove. W. SEAMAN."* 

** Mr. Manriee is a Repnbliean of the old aehool, and a warm and devoted (Hend 
to €kn« Jackson. 

J£;B0MUS JOHNSON-JOHN HILLYER-M. M. NbAH." 

^4 



Heie'ia another wondbrM doenmen^ 
New York, April S9th, 1829. To S. Swartwont, Esq. « W« the undersigned" 

eabscribers doo recommend Abraham Meserole as a very suitable per so 71 for one of 
the Custom House Inspectors, and would criadiy fe him appointedt knowing him iee 
oUwav* having been a warm sapponer oi Genl Jackson. 

' M. M. NOAH, JEREMIAH DODGE, 

H. ECKFORD, JEROMUS JOHNSON." 

WILLIAM S. COE, 



Immediately below this, is the following^ rare and curious request^ on the sam$ 
jihtet and page of paper, 

<*Bear Sir — ^When vou have leasnre, and take up the nnmenms applications for 

offirofi in the Custom house department, I make this memorandom FOR FEAR IT 
MAY ESCAPE YOUR MEMORY, THAT MR. ABRAHAM MESEROLE IS A 
I^EriiEW OP MINE. His brother Bernard the Alderman of the 10th Ward, was 
a candidate for the office I fill, supported by a 8trc.n>z: petition of Jackson's friends 
—would take it as a particular favour, IF THERE IS A VACANCY AFTER 
fUSMEMBERING YOUERELATIVEvS, ^ if you would -iv c him a commission. 

Yours truly, JEROMUS JOim;SO:s.'' 

The Meseroles were in luck. In 1840, we find B. J. an appraiser. Jeroinc 
also wanted his son in> and the Commission of 1341, contains a detail of other 
queer transactions. 

Bi 1838, Jeromne wae a dlfeetor of the Bank of Amcrien* with Joha Tatgee, 



Digitized by Google 



68 1*B NOXUI^TSS IUKC¥ !^^URJ>y'8 FBOCLAMATIONI. ' 

nil pet baak, eariy in 1834, had $369»000 in specie, and Its tmij or graed|y gtMfdW 

ans, the directors had harrowed $43f7,ODO of its ftuids, whidlf at 3 per oeBt. O nioilthp 
would bring them $160,000 and more yearly. 
^ Courteous reader — had ^ou beea at the Democratic" state contention held ia 
Uw Prasby terlan Chntch, Syracnee, is Sept 1686, to nomliiito Mutia Vin BnroB, 
aod W. L. Mmjt as President and Governor, Collector Lawieiiee is State Electoft 
&:c., you would nave beheld as the New York Custom House representation. Wat- 
sou E. Lawrence, Elijah F. Purdy, Charles P. Clinch, and Abraham Le Koy. the 
old auctioneer. And you would have seen Governor Marcy proposed for re-eleciioa 
by Abraham himself, direct from the barge ofBee. He was hired for this sort of 
work. De Witt Clinton's Cliair at Albany occupied by the nominee aNewToric 
Cuitoin House Officer! Friends of State rights where are ye ? 

New York, 31 March 1829. 
Samnel Swartwont, Esq. Respected Presuming that changes will be made ia the 
Custom House Department, I take this opportuiiity <^ ofTering myself aa a candidate Hov 
the office of Inopprtoi* of the Customs. As to my moral and poliiical character, wpI! as 
to claims and capability, I beg leave, Sir, to refer you to Mr. John A. Hardenbrook, Judge 
Herttell, Gen. Bogardus, Col. John It. Graham, Col. Wm. L. Merris, Hon. C. P. WhiM^ 
AB-hose rpcoramendations T can obtain, together with a mnjnrity of the Jackson members of 
the Common Council. If appointments are to be made m reference to POLITICAT. SER- 
VICES (Mpecially to the Clinton and Jackson cause) and personal AND FAMILY co»- 
eMsrsMons, I think I can satisfy Mr. Swaitmout, that I am not deficient in either qualifier* 
tion. I presume that Mr. Swartwout* is aware that Henry Abd aild AbnJieBl fiowdiMb 
both Custom House Insp.» are mere shadows of John Targee. . 

ABRAHAM LE FOY. 
Mr. Cornelias W. Lawreoce'e course in the Custom Hooee, may be eneesed fiom 

the facts stated in this volume. Hp mny tnik " TefTersoo," iMit ilO*A oal>Hetod Hocod 
MH the way of political corruption. See if he don't 

In a letter signed by Cornelim^ W. Lawrence, Thomas Herttell, John Lorimer 
Omham, and Geoigo I). Strong, addreaaed to S. Swartwoiit» and dtted 6tli Dec. 
1834, at N. Y — they aav— 

" Mr. Le Foy from that time to the pre?!ent has been an active, zealous, and effi- 
cient advocate of democratic principles, and has very materially aided in sustainingr 
the piresent administration, and we believe that no individual who has ■been selected 
«a an Inspector of the Custoina liaa presented atronger perMinal or politleal daima to 
your favorable notice." 

That honest and steady patriot, Wra. M. Price, jyrivileged to plead for the op- 
. pressed, according to law, thus adds his testimony, (Dec. 10, 1834.) 

I am not acquainted with any individnai irtio preaenta atronger personal md 
"Utksal daims to your consideration than Mr. Le Foy. 

His appointment would afford great gratification to a great dumber of yomr pw» 
aonal ana pdUical friends, and confer an especial favor on yours truly, 

WILLUM M. PRICE.- 

The N. Y. Morning News ia edited by S, L. OSnUifan, and the establishment is 
upheld as the month-piece of Messrs. Purdy, Lawrence, Bowne, Allen, Wet- 
more, and the »*reo;u!ar" Tammany Hall clique, who i^siic their mandates ofS- 
cialiy, over the editorial head. It presented the ludicrous afipearance, not lon^ 
since, of TamiiiaQy Hall proclamations, signed by Puidy, the Custom House Sur- 
veyor, aa Chairman of the political dob at that tavern; and immediately under, iD 
the v ery same column, the most apitefiil attaeka on Mr* Van Neaii ^neoUoctor Ibr 
^^interfering in politics ! 

** The removal of Mr. Van Ness,'* says the Tammany Hall Committee, thro' the 

. News of Jnne 26th, 1845* waa **an aet of aelf-delence against m long course of in- 

*aolent, corrupt, and aggressive interference on the part of the Custom House in all 
our local politics." The reader will already have seen that a New York Collector is 

. a political agent of the powers at Washington, placed in the Custom House at New 
York, for the purpose of aiding in carrying all elections in iliaL vast Commercial 

. Gapttalt whether City, State, or federal, for the party of which his employeia are di^ 
leaders. And yet Messrs. Wetmore, Butler, Bowne, Purdy, O'Sullivan & Co., in 
the above manifesto, justify Mr. Van Ness's renioval, and the appointment of tbo 
Old AttCtioaeeTi Lawrence, on the SQore of poUtic&i laeddUog. 
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Tn the same paper they accuse his brother, General Van Ness, the Washington 
baaker, with supporting Burr. Was not Mr. Van Buren, Burr's clerk i Was not 
Suanel Swnnwoat, Burr's agent f It not the refleetkm on Gor* Tu Nm a ecnnure 
on Andfew Jaekson for appointing Swartwoat, kaowing that fact, and ott J^midcnt 

Van Buren for continuing" him a twelve month after hi?! ^^presf^ion ? 

The history of Col. Burr's attempt to dismember the Union, levy war against his 
country, seize certain foreign possessions, and found in the South and West a new 
€nipire» more friendly to England than to his own free home, is not new. His trial, 
disgrace, self-ban i^hment, and retirement from political life, are facts well known. 
Samuel Swartwout, who, with Erick Boliman, was arrested in the Burr conspiracy 
' times for high-treason, was a bieady luUower of Burr — aad General Wiikmson ll 
quote the Richmond Enquirer of Sept. 1807) testified onBuir^ trial atRiehinonay 
that !\Ir. Swanwont; then a bold» manly, athletic youth* was actually oonceraed in 

the plot. 

General W. swore that Swartwout had called at his head quarters, at Kjitchi* 
toehe^ on the 8th of Oct^ 1806, with a letter of introduction from Jooatiian Dayton 
of N. J. and that he said he had been in company with Peter V. a son of Matthiaa 

Ogde^, who had proceeded onward to New Orleans. Colonel T. H. Cushing^, who 
was with General W. when Mr. S. arrived, having retired for a few minutes, Mr. 
Swartwout slinped Irom his side pocket, a lllter and packet which he said he wii 
cbanied by Colonel Burr to cK Iiver to him (GenU W.) The letter was produced by 

Gen*! W., and was a formal introduction of Swartwout by Aaron Burr, dated at 
Philadelphia in July. The secret coraraunicalion from Burr to Wilkinson adverted 
"to the intended expedition, and referred to Swartwout for further intelligence, who 
[said Gen*l W.,] stdted that Col. Burr, supported by a numerous and powerful aa> 
sociation, extending from New Ynrk to New Orleans, was about to levy an armed 
force of 7000 men, with a view to carry an expedition ai^ainst the Mexican pro- 
vinces" — that New Orleans was to be seized — that naval protection would be had 
iirbm Great Britain— that he (S) was to meet Col. Burr^ and General Dayton at 
' NASHVILLE, on the 20th of Nov.," &c. The envelope also covered a letter to 
John Peters, Nashville, and a letter from General Dayton to him (Wilkinson), al^ 
{ttrtlv in cypher, asking Are you ready ? Are yuu and your associates ready ? — 
Wealth and Glory, Louisiaua and Bfezico,*' ke. 

Col. T. H. Gushing of the 2d U. S! Infantry, deposed that he was shown these 
letters by the General, the mornini;: affcr Mr. S. arrived. As ft) Messrs. Burr and 
Dayton's autographs there could at least be no mistake — they were well known* 

On the 26th of Dec., previous to the trial, Gen*l W. made affidarit at New Orleans 
to the leading fiiets, and swore that he believed that Swartwout and Ogdenwert 
parties to an insurrection against the laws of the U. S. — and the General's appoint- 
ments in Canada, kc, afterwards, are the best possible proofo that Jelferson, Madi* 
son, and their friends m Va. fully believed him. • 

The newspapers of N. Y. reported that Mr. S. had assassinated the General fbr 
thus testifying, but he was too brave to do that. He challeng-ed him, and when 
Wilkinson replied that he held no correspondence with Ttaitoia or Conspiratorst*' 
he posted hmi as a treacherous, peijured poltroon. 

. Major Morgan Neville, of Cmchmatv tne bosom fKend of 8. was a Burr man In 
these days. He married a niece of Capt. Helh of Richmond, one of Burr's secuii* 

ties. Neville and Swartwout and Andrew Jackson were early friends. Last war 
'all the Swartwouts fought well. Samuel married Miss Alice Ann Cooper, in New 
York, in DecV, 1814. He was a primitiTe Jacksonian, and called the first Jackson 
meeting ever held at Tammany. He toasted Jackson as *' an honest man and a 

hero," adroitly secured the interest of Ex-President Monroe and of his npphtw, 
S. L. Gonvemeur — kept his eve steady on the Collectorship, as lesser place-hunters 
do Oil lesser offices — talked of patriotism and thought of place — ^got it—carried off 
or allowed lo be embezzled, a million and a quarter of dolhues, and is now said to 
be very poor. When Hull was employed, jrf^'-'crnment were at fault — He was too 
old. Had he been shot after trial, as juscJy sentenced to he, other incapable or 
feeble officers, who did much mischief last war, would ^ave been kept out of ilie 
way. So with Swartwout. A ruined speculator and his comrades ouffht never to 
have had the Customs — nor ought his cnmcs to have been passed over, hy collusion, 
as they were. He was keen and Jtnowing> and> two to one is only acting t/^e poor 
bankrupt. 
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14 SWAKTWOVT, UA»Wf AMD THE CUSTOM HOUSE, SETTLING TEXIB. 

CHAPTER XX. 

Sufartwovt and Texas — How Texas got settled, John T. Mason's speculations, A 
" Svfartwout memoir suggested. Swtrtwmtt mni Vmi Bwrmt^ Tommmf Ball 
yan Ness. Inspectors sent from Alhttny* Cwrrupt peliticttl afpoitOmsiiiM — X BL 
Witef/cTt^v. Th9 Cuttmn Houae JHvan* OidMFurmMU Sunt for Altwood* 

Major Swariwout was a sbreii^d, artfal man, and as he had got a powerful 
position hf miirittflrmff to the great nan above him— he resolved to keep it by 
stvdying' his humor. That Jackson was resolvetl tn have Texas, and not ill-disposed 
to receive a still larger slice of Mexico, he knew far belter than his neighbors— and 
having no money of his own, he applied ihai ui liic public to the s^tlemeut of 
Tezaa. In doe time.maeli more will be brought to lignt— meantime tke foUowing 
letters will apeak for themselves— the]r need no comment: 

Collector Swartwout, New York, to CoL Frost Thorn, Nacogdoches, Texas. 

New York, November 11, 1835. 
Dear Sir — General John T. Mason, has been requested, by me, to (Ipposit with 
you a certificate of grant of eleven leagues of land in Texas, which J Dur* 
chased from him, and which he has kindly agreed to procure to be recordea at 
Nacogdoches, and get the commissioner to name a surveyor for. I have also given 
James Morgan a letter or order to receive ihc ?nmp, which order T will Thank you 
to honor on presentation, as Mr. Morgan is to locate the same for mc» and is a citizen 
of Texas. * 

f 

Collector Swartwout, New York, to Col. Frost Thorn, Nacogdoches, Texas. 

New York, 11 February, 1836. 

My Dear Pir— T received a draft from you yesterday for 1000 dollars at 60 days, 
which was pruniptlv accepted, bin there was no letter of advice accompanying it. 
This I regret, as I do not know what it is for, although I presume it is intended for 
the Texian cause. If so, please to inform me by return post — General Mason leaves 
this for Nacogdoches tomorrow morning. He goes on for the purpose of locating 
his grants, I have. requested him to speak to yon about Carahalls business, about 
which I will thank you to write me ; 1 have paid yuur third draft, or rather my third 
note due S8th Januarf . My interests are now venr targe in Texas, nod I prav yon 
do all yon can to sustain Mason. You must not iorget that we who have hitherto 
purchased and paid for our lands were in a great degree, the ran«e of your getting 
^ so many gallant men into your country. I received a newspaper of your place of 
the 8d Janoary, this morning, and thank yon for it. We all feel that Tezaa is now 
Independent. But my dear sir, do not let your new government run into extravft* 
ganrie?, let them connrm all the land c^rant^, and it will give confidence to those 
who may become purchasers, or residents hereafter. Let them decree that holders 
in the states shall have their rights preserved, and they will increase the value of 
their public domain. Let them also authorize foreicnen or people in the states and 
in Europe, to hnld real estate as if they were on the soil. Nothing would so fitr 
■give character to your country. 

As you are aii old and respected citizen, your advice ought to have weight* 
Therefore speak. 

Do my dear friend let me hear from you what is my atogue now worth, that is 
when y ou s h 1 1 have made and maintained your independence f Write me all abooi 

that and other matters — 

Believe me very sincerely yours, SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. \ 

As -far as I can Warn their early history, the brothers Swartwont hMjUl life as 
working painters. They kept an oil, paint, and dye-stuff store in New York, at the 
cofnmei\cement oi' the war of 1612, and behaved very veil in that contest. Their 
hiography— the good and the bid of it— if thsf would entrust their papers to some 
able and discreet friend — would be a very interesting, emions, and fmassnt volumeu 
Of life, they tasted mnrh of the bitterness- — much of its swt^ets — the romance and 
the sad x^ty— the paias and the pleasures. Look at JS. Swartwoat's letter to 
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fiovt, of March, 1629. He would be the man for a familj biographer — if aa candid 
to che.imUic as he was there to Jeaae. 

Texas has done more for northern politicians than people are aware of. Jit upheld 
Swartwout — raised Lawrence, Morris, Marcy, Ritchie, &;c. — and is in the mouth of 
erery office-beggar of note who enters Washington, save and except a few of 
Mr. van Baren's folks, who went on t' other tack to catch votes in their particular 
localities. 

Mr. Van Burenf tried to get one of his creaturiss into the Custom House in 1829, 
but Swartwout outgeneraled him — this caused a coolness, but it did not last long. A 
mutual friend persuaded them to dine with him, bury the hatchet, and play into eacli 
other's hands. Thej did so— «od after that John Targee knd his folks began to Inso 
an influence and got their friends appointed to snug berths. Next year Swartwout got 

mad at Van Buren, quarreled with and called him ♦* a d d contemptible, little mon- 

keg^*' — all of which the latter forgave and politely invited the former to serve out hio 
torni. 

Measn. Lawrence, Wetmore, Pnrdy, O'Sullitan, &;c., seem to have cherished finr 
more affection for Hoyt and Swartwout than for Van Ness, of whom they say in the 
number of the News I have quoted, that "when in town he spends a much less -num- 
ber of hours in his office than any of his predecessors have done ; and that during 
tbooo hovfs ho is with much difliculty accessible to merchants— bu^ly employed, wo 
suppose, in turning round and round the wheel of appointments — ^in a somewhat su- 
perfluous regulation of the politics of a ward—-or a menacing inqnisition into the re- 
ported disaffection of a trembling inferior."f • 

** There will not bo verj many changes in the Custom House till the fall eleetions,** 
said a coofid^otialtfiriead of Mr. Lawrence, to me, a few^js since. ** Those who do 
their duty then will assuredly not be forgotten." 

John W. Wheeler, an Inspector under Messrs. Hoyt and Swartwout was removed 
bv Mr. Curtis. Mr. Van Ness rehistated hira. His original recommendation to 
Bwartwont was signed by John Lorett and his eolleagoe, as aldermen of the Idtfa 
ward. They told the Collector to place him in a situation til fenler much service 
to the party" — and represented him as "having been long known to us as ONE OF 
THE MOST EFFiCIENT ELECTIONEEREIIS IN OUR WARD, in support 
of General Jackson and &e State.*' 

If such appointments as this are not treason against society, what can be ? Is 
this the John W. Wheeler who voted in 1835 for Dr. Bockweli's motion at Tam- 

* Urn* was evidtafly tbe best possible andtntandin; established between Mr- Swartwout iad tha 



as aartar aa ISM, Cor te tbat jmt and ibso. Marcy, Wxtslit, CroaweU, J. Van Bnran, Contaf*- 
*e., are HMiat la flMr leltMWto him, rscoamandinff candidatas for bla Hospital. Sermoar and nanv rai- 

ers thus got places. On the 23d of March, 1836, Edwin Croswell (the Argus) recommends Bamum Whipple 

to his •* most favorable consideration"— assures him that his (W.'s) " pecuniary circumstances render it 

peculiarly desirable at ttiis time" liiat he should be admiltud into Swartwout's Poor House -and tlnis sums 
up his character—'* iiis poUixcal gualificatioiu are equally uticiuestionable ; being a unilorm Kepubiican of tlM 
Old School." 

Mr. Attorney General Van Buren thus endorses Whipple on the same sheet: 

** Samuel Swartwout, Esq.— Dear Slr^I fully oemevr in tbe foregoing [Croswen*i] TeoommendatloD of 
Ctat. Wbiniie.aadaeheisaTiiyclever fellow, to boo^ I Imm yea wiU be able to do what he asks. 

Yours truly, J. VAN BURBN. 

Albany, March 9Srd, 1836.» 

Of eoone, S. S. conld not resist " a very clever fellow,** backed by a Y. Barea and a Croswell. W. was 
duly iaatalled as Inspector, at $1096 a rear— his duties bmng, enployed I pieaame, on tbe political side ef 
the department, for which his '* seltfieal qualifications" and ** uniform" step In tbe lanbs of fashion at Albany, 
had doubtleaa prepared him. I Deliere he chews his oats quietly, for I never saw him any where coiutiga^ 
flat tba -v«rb-<«todo,«> weast la tka miioB's Maaaial btoa book lead ** Salattoa." 



t " We have seen," continues the News, " numbers of sound ani respectable Democrats, with families de- 
pendant for bread on their places, actually turned abruptly out, without the sllghtfcst impeachment, or pos- 
•ible in^ieachment, of their faithful performance of their duties ; while g^rcat numbers have been retain- 
ed or appointed, both of VHlifa and persons fairly entitled to bo termed the scum of oui population, skimmed 

up from the pot-bouse, tbia bratbel, the gambling table and the fighting ring When haa it ever 

Mibta bawl xnown* aader taif other administration of the Cuitom House, that a ahip maater, recelviar an 
Itopeetor on board, haa aetnany, (irom the notoriety of the bod character of the hitter, set one of Ma crew to 
watch him, while he sent to the proper office to insist on having another officer to discharge his cargo T" 

The scum of society, "skimmed up from the pot-house, the brothel, the gambling table, and the fighting 
rin|^ — the motoriAiu inspector and the "vagabond rowdies" remain in office under Lawrence. Very few or 
Uum have been moved ; yet Wetmore, Purdy, Tammany, and the News are silent as tbe grave ! All they 
fleelldil was the removal of Van Ness, the conlnlef the merchants, the fingering of the cash, and the com* 
Buadof ** tiM amaiied oocpe." Svery CoapaawMBi ■elect of the State' and partf— every ««ifieaaioaal 
4laiiiaiBOhlo,NavT«iit»aBdllklijgan»pAoMdateNlLtoiam Wbiaadw,iiaisan- 
isadVanBaxaalok 

\ 
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■MHij Ha]]t denoancing Wm. Leggett aod proscribing the New York Eveniog 

Duly endorsed as "a warm lupporter,** by M. M. Qnackenbots, one of the 

Collector's bail, Mr. McCorkcU comes forward to be recompensed for his " sacrifice 
of time aod money* $1096 a year, and perquiutes, are my price, quoth Mr. 
McCorkell. 

••To S. SwartwoTit, Esq. April 13, 1829. 

Sia — Having always been a Republican, and, having eealously advocated the 
Election of Andrew Jackson to the Presidency — for the advancement of uMck I have 
made nmeh merHiee of time and money— I ml BtytelT wHitled to preseot my^ daim 
before you, confident that you will do justice to me, (tbongh but an humblo iodifid* 
ual,) who have worked in the Mine good eeaue in which you hate acted ao cooapiev- 
ous and successful a part. 

I ask respectfully to be appointed one of the loapectora of the Coatoma Ibr thit 
]iort*'--dce. CHARLES MeDERMOT. 



John Morris, ♦•an ardent and capable politician," applied for his shnre of the 
qioiU to Collector Swartwoui, in 1831, immediately after the close of his (Mor- 
rit*t) political etertiooa at the fiill eleeiion of that year. He was recommended by 
the signatures of John Yates Cebra, Daniel Jackson, C* P. WUte, Cha*s Henry 
Hall, \Valter Bowne, and Jeromus Johnson. Alderman Cebra wrote his friend 
Swartwout as follows: — "New York, Nov. 21, 1831. — Mr. Morris has for sev- 
eral years been one of our most actire aod efficient Jackson repablicans in the 
int wndr^and it mow AGO^IVELT AND ZEALOUSLY mgagtd mA «a.'*t 

* Here are more ipeciment. 

To a. awaitweat, *«. iS'ArtO, ISW^-** I hSTt bssa fhtoagkent dselMr Ja^ksonian. 

ISAAC McGAW." 



**lfr. Ittae McCtaw, wlw wMm the plaee of hupector, Is, as I endivsltfrf, a^ 

J. QAKLBT." 

** The Targee dynasty has long enough filled these offices with broken down poUiicians, Ac. 

OEO. W. WILSOK.* 

Sssraal Swattwout, Esq,.— Dear 8lr-lfr. George 8. MeMerove of the 1 1th Ward is aa SppUcant f!MEtto 
t^lI>ofalm•nter InspMiaraffCBSlana. Mr. If. has been esfroivr pmrty mvh and is a| present m mrimt 
mpporier of the prn m tgu u ni mi tltU «laiNMralj«M|aad 1 haveao doabt us afpointtnent would give gea 
eral satisfaction. . WALTER BOWNE. 

New York, April 80, 18S5. 

Xztiact from the application of John I. Moors of Flatboah for office, dated April 10, 16S9. (His petltiM 
was endorsed by Ab'm. M. ValonthM. 8. M. Pitch, Acl— ^ Your petitioner has always acted wfHi tho ie« 
publican party. And for the considerations aforMSid [that and his jrand-father's patriotism] he does sle> 
cerely hope and trust that he may now, IN SOUS MEASURE BE REWARDED, with a small situation, hf 
tUs jast and eMUighteiisd iilailnitihalieB ■** 

New York, 28 April. 1889. 

To the Collector of the Port of New York. —Sir— The bearer, Mr. Benj. C. Bnrdett, WAS ZEALOUSLY 
XNOAOED IN OUR LATE CONTEST, Md ieurv^ tk» tppaimtmnt kt m 



. „ stUdtt, wfaichrl nndorstand to bt 

thsl of an laspeelor. I aa, *e. C. C. CAMBRBLENO. 

[To the same.]— Now York, 22d May 1829. 
" Sir— Having been durinr the late Presidential contest AN ACTIVE AND ZEALOUS FRIEND of Gen 
oral Jackson, AND HAVING DONE MY UTMOST in his support, 1 taka tha liberty of soliciting from yo« 
the appointment of an Inspector of the Customs for this city ARCH. McCORKELL." 

Tills ciTil reauest is farorably endorsed on the back by Campbell P. and Robert White, James McBnds* 
iria.Bali,*Co.,0|daB,ratgiis4n,*Oa.,*e. OoanamHisamalarr 



t Francis B. Flteh was, la ISM, a lottery-oOco keepar la Wall stnol, and had taaa a paittMr of ^ „ 
1km RHhtmt. It so hsppeaad that his was the first name called on tho jiify on the drst trial of 
Jacob Baifcer, Wra. P. Rathbone, Mark Spoacer, Joseph G. Swift, George W. Brown, and their colleagues, 

for a conspiracy to defraud the public, ih the matter of "the Life and Fire," Fultnn arid Tradesmen's 
Banks, Ac. Mr. Maxwell objected to Pitch, that he was implieated, and had an interest contrary to jus- 
tice, through his connection with Castle Garden, Antoine Malapar's Marble Bank, and the Life and Fire 
Company, and that he was a non-resident. Triers were appointed, Fitch sworn a juror, the jury did not 
agree— (although the next jury did)— and the next wo hear of Fitch is in the Blue Book, as one of Major 
Swartwout's '* orgranixed corps" of Inspectors, with excellent " political qualifications," as Croswell wooM 
say. Jesse Hoyt and B. F. Butler contended, as counsel for the accused, that Fttch was tho right sort of 
^iror— hot, as Collector and District Attorney, these worthy functionaries won proporsd to dogrsda tha 
wholo monaatUe body of New York as unfit to sit as jurors in the courts of their country. 

Asa specimoBof tho jMactlcoin the NewYoik Costam Hoosa, 1st ata lafiw to OM of Mir. Stoft^s oacitl 
hooka, noting tho foonlls of a meeting of tho Aeoi^aad thoir fafimaors and adTfsert. 

1st ward— Now in office.— W. F. Boyle— Henry Leveley. In the opposition. R. John Ererett— conser- 
Tatire— with « now.— 8th ward. Jos. Dreyfous, "conservative, nam with us"— "a great mistake— 

C id."— 8th ward. John C. Neibuhr, clerk— R. C, Morris— both doubtful— never at a meeting of the ward 
iD» the last. Robert 8. Newby^deric^Toted the democratic ticket. John J. ^"^^Ji^JJ^J^*^^^^^ 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

^ flrmy of Demagogues. Blair and the Globe"— a press bought for him by Nonht 
&c.—his carter, home facts about the Albany Argus^Messrs. Butler and Van 
BumCt letters. Wm, Leg^ett,- Van Buren eatpU Jad^m m *44 — his press tra- 
dum him in *2i» A RegenCjf Team, Hoyt and the Time$, The Standard. 
Electifm Timet. 

m 

1 hare already exhibited enough of the machinery by which Mr. Vbd Buren movtm 
bit u.orgBDiEed corps,'* to eDftble tfie reader, to judge whether the followiDg commeiH 

tary, by the Charleston Mercury, is not one of the most approprinle that could be 
made. In 1829, Mr. Van Buren reached Washington — Mr. Blair became the favorite. 
His paoer came into existence, as he said, at the command of one president, was coo- 
tinned by a Mcond, and ordered vnc of exieceoee by a third* 

[From the Charleiton Mercury ] 

"The tendency of the Globe haa been to make the interests of party usurp the place of its principle* — and 
a very obvious result has been to convert all the offices and exp«ndituret of the government into a g^i^d 
party treasarv, oat of which an army of demag:ogue8 is to be fed. Such an army exist! on both sides : a 
vast maltltiiae who create nearly all the disgraceful turmcfl of oar elections, and whose sole interest in pol* 
hies la ooCoriously the hop* of office; who demand piMeilptlon when tlMfjr era oak and denounce it when 
they are tn ; wbo scruple net to the fkeo of dav to transfer tbeirvtoleneo and noiso ftom one party to Uie 
other, and by their shameless pretensions to pnnetplas bring every good cause into contempt, and lead too 
many to conclude that ail party contests are only a disguised struggle between demagogues for the gains of 
office. Who docs not see that this is becoming more and more the case, and thnt our elections are ass«- 
ming the character of a strife of mercenaries for pay ! We will not stop to argue that the Goverment of tho 
country is thus corrupted and the public liberty endangered ; that is mam lost. 

The affairs of the (lovernment will come to be distributed among men who have no faith or honor — whose 
life is a glaring ami shanu li ss lie - who have already sold themselves for pain, and to whimi thn w orst peo- 
olatioD would scarcely be loss of character. And in most cases, these demagogaea are unfit, from igno> 
ranee, for ths duties of ofUce. The education of a street politician is truly a notable preparation for ttaa 
baiiness of an accountant. And this tocompetency haeled and will continue to lead tojhe BittltipUcatlen 



«f oiicee. Thus because the country Is first wronged by putting Idle and icnofant nan moflca, It mtlst b* 
farther burdened by aa Increased expense, as a remedy. Thus, to make Miaity aerrices* tte fuMfcatisB 

fbr place, is to Inaitta tint wo pay an enormous price for a very bad article.** ^ 

Is not the above, a true commentary on the facts I have condeiued ia the tiro lait 
chapters — and if so, what ought to be done about it ? 

Hr. Yan Buren affirma that each a atate of things is the beat we can hare. Id his 
letter of condolence with Blair and Rives, dated April 24tb, 1345, he aaaetta that a«eh 
an establishment as their Olohe had been, at the seat of the federal govemmtot, was of 

vital importance" to the success of our cause, is incapable of exaggeration. It will 
be hereafter seen that he ottered similar sentiments many years before, as tp the iro- 
portttice of having an Argus and a Croawell at the seat of the State gOTenimeot. For 
tny part, I think tnat the hoist he gave to the Globe and ila covatotis maoageia halt 
thus far, been the best act of Mr. Polk's administration. 

Francis P. Blair of Kentucky was, like Amos Kendall, a strong supporter of Mr. 
Clay until 1825, when he joUied Oeiieial Jaekaon. He waa poor— owed the United 

Mlh ward, Ed. J. Gross, (application for office.) Jfen. <• Belongs to the Methodist society."— 13th ward, 
v. B. Campbell— not f^rou^A— late a eOAVSrt. 17lh Wild, P. P. LlTlBgBte% CeOSenratlf Wlik ne BOW— 
George W. Matseil (no remarks.) 
Henry aAttwood. Vbofp^ wM * TSiy stueag papws.'^Uvl a Haawi. h lawwecsBaasdlct-hy II 

J«. C.'s. » 

When the attempt was made to defraud the Tradesmen's Bank, 111 I8W, a number of mock direeten WM* 
voted for, one share each having been previously entered in their names* One of these was M> Pttmaa. 
Whether he acted on the appointment I know not, but after Eckford- beeaine a eafety for Swart wout, Job 
|st $10as as a psnalen, under the nasM of Inqpeetw. lb. Van Mesa laaooved him a few months since. 

Brary C. Attwood kept tavaiB at the eomer of AQen and Bovutoa streets. Had a talent for managing 
rowdies, organizing mobs, Ac,, was delegate to the Van Buren Convention of 1843, at Syracuse, \% oil off as 
to worldly means, and now keeps the tavern known as Hermitage Hall. In the fall of 1843, the Tammany 
clique set hirn up as their candidate for high sheriff of New York, and thereby insured the election of Mr. 
Jones, the Whig candidate. He is a native of Connecticut, and in May, 1837. applied to Swartvvout for aa 
Inspector's birth, being " out of employ, with a dependant family." His character waa then endorsed by 
Alderman Lee of tho 10th, Cornelius Murray, and M. M. Quackenboss— also by W. H. Ellis, Collector, New 
Haven. Mr. Tyler nominated him as Surveyor of the Port, axri he Keld that lucrative office for afsw 
months, but the Senate refused to confirm him, Mr. Polk declined to renominate him— AJderaan Pindy snp> 
planted him— and he had to take $1500 a year as a Gauger, another person having baea dlsnlafed to mm 
way for him. Bis brother got an Inspectorship— and betwixt the flfiOft AwB the public and thetr tavern 
the family of the Attwoods continue to thrive. Mr. H. C. ia a vsiy SSnlBaahle inatrnment in the hands 
arsack — a aa I have d ii sriha * iwrwUi Ms scwptos haataayttaafnaid te siaaA Jstha waysf Ma 
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States Bmndi BUik at Lexmgton, paper on which was his name and the names 
of other persons, amounting to $2 3,744 — and when some $2000 had been paid oq 
one of the notes, he was released for a fee of $37, and the payment of another man's 
obligation for $200. In 1830, therefore, he was msolrent. 

Ife came to Washington in 1831, without types or press^-reeeiTed Mr. 
Buren's niis'^ivc to the leaders of the party at New York — was set up in Washins;- 
lon, and his ju* ^^s paid for by Messrs. Noah, SwartVrout, Hoyt, Bowne, Jackson, 
Hamilton, Gouverneur, and Cornelius W. Lawrence. Richly have they been r©« 
paid for the oailay~Mr. Btair speedily rose from poTerty to the possession of fan- 
mense wealth — resided in a splendid mansion— -fi^ave dinners and suppers to presi- 
dents, foreign ambassadors, cabinets and congressmen in a style of oriental mag- 
•niiiceDce — ^played on his organ (the Globe) the party tunes his employers re- 
qaired--aiia no othen—where they enjoined silence he was mutc^tf the? hade him 
attack vice or virtue— the good or the bad— he was ready. No tiger could be more 
fierce — no wolf more blood-thirsty. He could take any part. But to his keepers 
he was tame — a word from them awed him into mstant stilloess. The Committees 
of Congress, of the Van Buren party, carved ont immense jo^M— $500,(K)0 ia the 
Documentatjr History alone— the work of Congress and the Executive, worth 
$40,000 a year was most times in his hands. In a luckless hour he was bidden to 
tell, or Amos Ktiidull told, thro' his columns, that Governor Hill of New Hamp- 
shire was " the mere tool of the administration" of Mr. Tyler — and then, if not be- 
fore, were family secrets disclosed, and the unjust and enormous prices, and the vast 
and profitable contracts, of the Van Buren wire-worker ai Washington, revealed to 
the world. Mr. Blair was soon able to bet heavily on elections, and it is said that 
he did so — able to endorse notes and make pecuniary advances to iutiuentiai con- 
gressmen-^aye, and to lend $10,000 to his patron, General Jackson. 

Whea Mr. Hoyt broke down— when the Manhattan Bank affair happened— as 
well as on other similar occasions, where his party suffered, Mr. Rlair maintained a 
decent silence — but when Morns and Yarian had caught a paper parcel at Pierce's, 
which Hoyt, Lawrence, Allen, Edmonds, and Butler sat m judgment upon, one 
would have supposed the Globe a moral earthquake. Yet its owner^s eye, like 
Cr(ftwell*s, was ever on the spoils — his avarice, like that which filled Pizarro when 
he broke faith with the Inca, Pickens in Congress called him a galvanized cocpae." 

New 7ork, Saturday, ISth February, 1832. 

««To Jesse Hoyt— M. M. Koah-^Samuel Gouvemewp^Walter Bowne— Williaia 
P. Hallett— Satauei SwartwouH-Comelius W« Lawreaee— James A. Hamiltom 

and others. 

Gentlemen — When F. P. Blair, Esq. was in this city, you each subscribed a 
certain amount, for the purpose of furnishing him with a Printing Press. 

At the meeting of his friends on that occasion, the subscription was short of the 
amount required — but T well recollect the Pledge you made — which was — that the 
Press should be furnished and paid for — and that he might rest assured of its being 
forwarded ss soon as it could be procured. 

The press has been sent to Mr. Blair, under the direction of some of the subseri* 
bers^and $1370 paid on nccotint of it— the balance due the maker is t6d^50cent8» 
for which he has commenced suit against me. 

, As I did not either contract with, or have an^ thing to do with Mr. Hoe, the 
maker of the Press, except my exertions in eollectrng tho 8iibseriptioiis,'Uid payings 
them over, I shall of course resist the payment of it. 

It appears to me that this matter ought not to be subjected to an investigation xn, 
a Court of Justice. Mr. Hoe should be paid for the Press — and I think the gentle- 
men who pledged themselres to Mr. Bhur, ar^, in honor bound, to pay immediatt 
attention to the subject. 

T therefore suggest that you meet for the purpoee^ at the Bank Coffee Heoae^ on 
Tuesday evemng at 7 o'clock. ■ ' 

Yours very respectlully, DANIEL JACKSOK* 



The History of the Albany Argus is longer than that of the Globe, but the aspect 
of the j^octhem official differs oiuy from t^at oi the southemt in its adaptation to a 
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.4lfll»ent purpose, the managemetii of only a single state. Mr* Jesse Bael was its tfrst 
ptoprietor, and he sold out to Moses 1. Cantine, a brother-in-law of Martin Van Bu- 
Tcn, and Isaac Q. Leake his partner, wlio had been cashier of the old Buffalo Banka 
aod left it when the brokers were redeeming its notes at a shilling to the dollar. 

Mr. Cantine was an attoruey-<^Leake had been bred in a bank — of printing they 
were profouodly ignoraot— but party machinery placed them at once ia the Incratinre 
poritioo of state printers* — ^the Regency were all of them ready to act as editors, each 
roan writing on that which most interested hini. Cantine was a stale senator, and 
bad ?oted for banks and insurance companies wholesale. 

Senator Van Bvren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. Jin'y 31« 182S. 

My Dear Sir— I am overwhelmed with the account of poor Ganthirs death, 
knew that notliing from me can be necessary to secure your zealous attention to 
Mrs. Caotioe's interest, if any thing can be done for her. I have written to Mr. 
Hoes to be at Albany; you will iind him a most useful man. I have also written 
to Mr. Bud, which fetter I want you to see. Among you all yon must do the best 
you can. If any thing can be done for Mrs. C. I hope and believe no republican 
will oppose it. MR. HOES AiND MYSELF ARE RESPONSIBLE TO MR. 
BU£L FOR $1600 of the last payment. If nothing better can be done, no jper» 
$m ought at least to he appointed who had not previously purchaud the ettahliakmen^ 
and under no circumslances ou^hl any one to he appointed ivlio is not a sound, prarlica- 
hlc, and, ABOVE ALL, DISCREET republican. WITHOUT A PAPER THUS 
EDITED AT ALBANY WE MAY HANG OUR HARPS ON THE W^IL- 
LOWS. Willi ity the PARTY can survive a thousand sucii convulsions as Uwsi which 
mew mgitate mid mbably alarm most of thate anmd yon. Make my sincere t janki 
to Mr. Bner and Mr. Sutherland for their Itind lettoia, and tell them I will write them 
MMHk In haste, yours truly, M. VAN BUR£N. 



Mr. B. F. Butler, to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. " Albany, June 5, 182-i. 

My Dear Sir— You have by this time heard the consummation of the Govemor*a 

IbUy by the issuing of his proclamatioq You will see diat the Argus bosi- 

nees has been at last accomplished. I was obliged to become responsible for the 
moderation of the New York paper, and to execute a Bond of Indemnity, ice. I 
have written to Hamilton for it. Do see that it is sent soon. 

Yours e?er,' B. P. B.*' 

Mr. Noah, in 1839, mentioned that he was nominated as State Printer by a Demo- 
cratic Legislatore, but that Mr. Van Buren, being opposed to him, *^8et Jesse Hoyt 
and other toob at work and defeated him, and brought up Cmswell** from CatsldJI, 
who was elected. Mr. Willuun Leggett gires us a graphic sketcl^ of Croswell and 

his confederates — ^very. Here it is — 

They are a set of creeping, dissembling creatures, who have grown fat on the drip- 
pings of nndean bank legislation — a knot of cat-paced, sly-faced, cringing, artlul fellows, 
who go abont among the members of the legislature, smiling, and bowing, and shaking 
hands with all they meet, and disclosing their schemes in broken whispers, eked out with 
knowing shrugs and nods — they are men who strive to turn all political questions into a 
lever to raise up and set in motion their own nasty, sel£sh projects. Of this cabal we 
brieve the state printer to be the soul and center.*' 

Leggett*8 course alarmed Van Buren, and he wrote to Butler and others to do 
their utmost to conciliate him in a quiet way. 

♦The Columbian of March 3d, lf=21, states, that Messrs. llosford of Albany offered to do the public print' 
ing for one tttird lesH than the Legislature arte'vyards agreed to pay Cantine and Leake, and Mr. John C. 
Spencer was for letting tiiem have it ; but Ulshoeffer uA pnTwnuy drilled the pevtj, ftad #7000 Of ftd* 
dittonal profit thus went into the pockets of C. and L. 

In February. 1821, says the Northern WMg, "Mnrtin Tan Buren having j»roeiir«i Mmstlf to be mad* Sen*' 
torof tlu United SttU$ Me tegitlatwt GAOcet— (for lk« mt^imtf wtn iigimH Mni)— then directed the fol- 
lowing appointments to fie made, vis : J. I. Van Allen, the half brother of Martin, Smrogate, and to be the 
assistant judge of the common pleas ; Martin's brother, Abraham Van Buren, to be clerk; a Mr. Wilcoxon, 
who is the partner of Van Allen, who is the brother of Martin, to be District Attorney; Cornelius Hodge- 
boom, who is the brother-in-law of Abratiatn, who is the brother of Martin, is an affidavit commissioner; 
Bamet Hoes, wiio is the brother-in-law of Martin, Deputy Sheriff for Kinderhook ; and all tliese in the 
County of (.olumbia. Then near by in Albany, Moses I. Cantine, the brotht^r-in law, also, of Martin, is 
State printer ; and Beiyamin F. Butler, the partner-in-^ow of said Martin, is District Attorney. Truly, the 
Klag^ poet eoailaa am toiaraUr wiU aravidad for." 
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Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Hoyu 

Dear Sir — Please to n-^k Mr. Lci^rrelt to send me his paper. Please also ask th« 
editors of the Evening Post lo send dn ir paper here. It qow goes to Aibanv. 

Yours uuly, M. VAN BUR£N. 

[WntteE OR a sheet of gilt post, from Waahington, Dec. 1836.] 



On the 12th of March, 1644, Mr. Van Buren wrote to Gansevoort Melville (then 
deeiioneering for the office he has since got, or for any other,) that " Drirea from 
dl«flited Ireland, the family^ of General Jacksoa sought refuge in this now happy 

c^un'ry The future hero and the statesman ♦swore eternal enmity 

to every kind of tyranny over the mind uf man.' How faithfully that noble vow 
has been kept will be recorded in the pages of his country's history," &c. I 
have not room to copy Mr. Van Buren*8 elegant and energetic letter<~bat as be knew 

npneral Jackson's character just as well in 1821, win n he was endeavoring" to put 
him down and Crawford up, how came he, Croswell, and Butler, (for I lin vr iraced 
the ownership to them,} to talk thro' the Argus, in such a strain as the iuiluwing \ 

"The political notions of Mister Jackson cannot be mistaken. Under the artful dis- 
guise of eievatioc^ men uiost conspicuous for their probity, virtue^ &c,, he is bent upon the 
destruction of Uic republican party." — ^rgus. 

** They need only to be read and reflected on by republicans to be discovered to be alto* 
^ether unrenl nnd v, nr^e than visionnry. They make a mockery of the lives and ooadnct 
of such mea aa J elterson and Madison." — ib, 

** The ftet is clear that Mister Jackson has not a single ftelmg in conunoa with the r^ 
pti blican party. The reverse of that—he desires, and makes the merit irf deiiiiBg, the total 
extinclion of iU**—ibm 

There is hypocrisy somewhere in this. Who can explain it I 

On the 17th of February, 1834, the ArguSt in the name of its directors, pro- 
claimed through the State — "Let that man, or that newspaper, which attempts to 
disturb the public confidence in the Banks, or in the merchants, be marked as an 
enemy and treated as such.*' And no doubt *' It was the chain of safety fond 
banks — the distribution of stock — the appointmoit of directors and officers, and the 
Presses in each county* which s:ave doubtful counties to the Alhnnv Recrenry, 
and when ihe reins which governed each bank and each couniy were gathered 
togeihei and placed m Mr. Van Buren's hands, he drove the whole team without 
any danger from division or upsetting." 

* B. W. Dnvia to Jeue Hoyt. 

Times Office, July, 1836.— Sir^I understand there are meetings at your oflico in regard to our cstablislk* 
ment. // you thwh. Sir, this is an konoruble procttdimg utm vtMvtriui in it. I have only to a><k yoti, wiuA 
making up your plans, to remember that I havo upwuai of $MO0 in the estahiistuneat ; SOOU, cash whidi I 

St in, ud which wm taken to pRV for tho prett and typos we are viing : 2U00, cash which i em respomt* 
» for, and between S and 000 which it owea me besides, having borrowed that amount of monejr to cany 
on the establishment. The remainder was subecribed, I believe, by yourself and several other gentlemen 
from SlOO to S250 each. I shall be happy to leave the establishment, /or / have knowH nothing but unfcdrneu 

and injustice in it, and an ungenerous ana pitifid meddlin;^ tehirh I did not suppose gentlemen could he gvilty of. I 

entered the establishment from my regard to the course of Andrew Jaciison, and only ask; not to have my 
Itttln propmrtj torn jrom me. B; W. JO. 

Nmw You, July SO, lOOw 

To George D. Strong and John L. Graham, Esqs., N. Y. 

Gentlemen— I hold your certificate for $250 advanced to the proprietors of the New York Times. Tht 
eourae of that paper if such as does not meet my approbation, and 1 am ttiorefore desirous that your Trust should 
be brought to a close, to the end that 1 may be reimbursed for the advances I made. I cannot consent that 
my money ahould be used ae an instrument to oppoM Utt wmAm the p*ifpl$ or th$ iatertftt of the politiai 
party to which I belong. 

Toura truly, *c^ J. HOYT. 

A dngle adTertisement, not so usefbl to the public as if it had taken another form, wai spared at tbe 
mtpvntm of the City treasury, N. Y., in aid of the New Era and Evening Poet, for which theyrecetvnd 

$14,000. It was not sent to them for the general good— one insertion in the Sun would circulate wider than 
three in both the others— but to uphold them. In like manner, in 1833, proposals were issued to pay oif the 
debts of a stock-jobbing paper called the Standard, s < rt Ictti;, \V. S. Coe, and W. Van VVyck were 
named as trustees to receive the cash nrul rfifulate its tspenduure, and the paper was to advocate the nomi- 
nations made at Tammany Hall. .M\ u Ji rt Van Schaiek put down $1000, Charles Henry Hall $5000 of the 
debt it owed him— and no doubt the Newt is a machine not very diasimiJar to what the Standard was when 
Mr. Butler was in the Ittbtt of folnf down to tlM oikw sitf |iifluit Ua owtt pMy s^ ttacoiifhlU 
leading editoiiale. 
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CHAPTER XXJL 

The Press. James Gordon Bennett. Mis secret correspondence mth Messrs* Hoyt 
and Van Buren* tits pecuniary diMctUties — affection for the Regency — ten years* 
service to Van Buren^ealousy of Mumford — effort to get $2^90 — anguish^ ^c. 
Van Buren discards him — he gives Van Buroi^i character^and turns his ' big gun^ 
on hts old friends. He says ditto toJjeggettU account of the Regency. Mis course 
in the fall Elections of 1840. 

Mr. James Gordon Bennett is raid to be a man of education and intelligence — 

is a native of Scotland — self-made — well acquainted with public affairs in the 
United States, and with the characters of our leading^ politicians. He for- 
merly conducted a newspaper in Philadelphia, ablv assisted in the management of 
file N. Y. Courier and Enquirer, while owned bf Webb and Noah» and is now 

the proprietor of a journal ?nid to have a very wide circulation, entitled the 
Kevv York ilcTald. ]\Tr, Bennett has been represented as a liberal journalist, 
less atiachtJ lo parly ilian lu iruiii — aud lie has been denounced as a mercenary 
hireling, ever ready to prostitute the power of bis press to tbe purposes of fmud ana 
deception, for private gain. Whether either of tluse, or what, is his true char- 
acter, will perhaps be ascertained by a perusal ot the following correspondeoc^p 
written by himself, and iiis quondam friend, Mr. Van iiuren. 



[No. l.j Mr. BennuU to Mr. Iloyt, ai N. York. 

pHiLAUELpHiA, 7ih June, 1829. 
DBAS SiB*-Wben I first contemplated leaving New York a few days I promised 

to write you occasionally. Of course I consider the promise still good. 

I have been part of three days here, and have mixed a good deal with the leading 
Jackson men. They received the account of the Union of the £nquirer and the 
Courier witb ' utter astonisbment' So they told me in express terms^ 

They cannot conceive how the party in New York can repose confidence m Hr* 
Webb. Such is the sentiment ht^re. 

I shall write you again Irom Washington. In the meantime, will you do all you 

can about the paper? Spur up Butler lor he wants it. 

I am, Dear Sir, yonrs trnly, JAMES O. BENNETT* 

[No. 2.] BCr. Bennett to Mr. Hoyt, at New York. 

Per mail. Washington, 11 June, 1829. 

Dkar Sir — I arrived here the day before yesterday. T called on Mr. Van Buren 
and Mr. Ingham. They are both in lavor of the new Democratic paper or the old 
one renovated. Tbe fading against the coaliiion runs aboat as stronff here as in 
New York. They knew it would be corrected by the imblic men in aew York. 

Major Moore of Kentucky is here. He brings accounT?? from the west that some 
movements are making of a curious nature between Judge McLean (late postmaster) 
and Mr. Ciay. 

I have picked up a good deal of political inibrmation of TarioiiB Jonidt which I 

shall tell yon in New York. 
I am going to call on the Pro^^ident to-day. 

I am. Dear bir, yours truly, JAMES G. BENNETT. 

[No. 3.j P m'it PhU. 17 Au*;. Address — Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Atl'y at Law, N. Y. 

Philadelphia, 16 Aug. 1832. 
Dear Hoyt — Your letter amuses me. The only point of consequence is that 
conveying the refusal. This is the best evidence ox the deadly hostility which you 
ail have entertained towarde me. It explains, too, the coarse of the Standard and 
Post, in their aggressions upon me ever since I came to Philadelphia. The name 
for Ruch a feeling in the breasts of those I have only served and aided at my own 
cost and my own sacrifice, jpuzzies me beyond example. I can account for it in no 
other way than the simple lact that I happen to have been born in another country. 
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I must put up with it as well as I can. As io your doubts and surmises about my 
fvAwrt courut test peifectiy easy — I ihall never abandon my party or my frienda* 
ill go to the bottom sooner. The assaults of the Post and Standard, I shall put 
down like the grass thai grows. I shall carry the war into Africa, and "curst be 
he who cries hold, enough." J^either Mr. Van Burea and the Argus nor an^ of 
their trae firicnd* will or ean hare any fellow feeling with the men— the stockjob- 
bers — ^who for the last two years have been trying to destroy my character and rep- 
utation. I know Mr. Van Buren better— and I wtll stand up in his defence^ AS 
LOI^U AS HE FEELS FRIEISDLY TO M£. I will endeavour to do the best 
1 can to get along. I will go among my personal iHends who ar« unshackled as to 
polities or banks, and who will leare me free to act as a man of honor and prinei- 
pie. So TTtv dear Hoyt, do not lose your sleep on my account. I am certain of 
yoUR friendship whatever the others may say or do. I fear nothing in the shape of 
man, devil, or newspaper — I can row my own boat, and if the Post and Standaird 
don't get out of my way, they must sink me — that is all. If I adhere to the same 
principle^ and run hereafirr a? I have done hereinfore, and which I mmn to do, re- 
collect i( IS not so much iliat"! love my persecutors" as that J regard my otcn 
honor and reputation, i'our lighting up poor Webb like a lat lalluw caudle at one 
end, and holcinff him out as a beacon-light to frighten me, only makes me smile. 
Webb is a gentleman in private life, a good hearted fellow, honorable in all his pri- 
vate transactions as I have fovmd hiiu, but in politics and newspapers a perfect 
child — a boy. You will never hnd ihe JPennsylvunian going the career of the C. & 
£. That suspicion answers as a good excuse to those who have resolved before 
hand to do me all the iiyory they can, but it will answei ^or nothing else. I am» 
Deaf Hoyty Yours truly, 

J. G. B* 

P. S. The $200 m specie PU put into my big Gun and give the U* S, Bank and 
Stockjobbers a broadside. I wish you would let me know any other U. S. Bank 
Tnovpment in yonr city. This is the Battle ground of Bank COntest-^'here is the 
Held oi VVaierloo. I^ew York now is only the Pyrrentes. 

[No. 4.] F'm*k Alb^t Ttdy 20. Address, "Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor a« 
Law, N. Y." Albany, 20th July, 1829. 

Dear Sir — Since I arrived here T have seen our friends in the Argu$ office and 
State department — I mean Major Flagg, BIr. Wright, and Mr. Croswell. They are 
very friendly, but they say they have heard little of our local matters in New "fork, 
consequent on the sale of the Enauirer, ^v i h ihe exception of a passing remark from 
Mr. Cambreleng, as hr pa-^^rd through here a few weeks ago. They speak in the 
highest terms of Mr. Baruum, and a?'="rf' me that he is every way capable for the 
posiuou m iSew^ York. 1 am sorely puzzled to know what to do. Although our 
niends here think it a very favorable opportnnitv to start a new paper, yet they 
think it a very hazardous experiment. They told me to day that if the party had 
the control of the political course of the Courier and Enquirer, it would be more 
eligible than a new paper. This they think could be dune by placing an editor ihere 
im3er tko auspieet of the General Committee — an Editor who would take care of 
die interests ojf the party and its friends. They are afraid that the political patron- 
age is not suracienl for the support of a new paper, and they are of opinion that a 
journal which now enjoys all such patronage as the Courier and Enquirer ought 
to^ giye up its columns to a political Editor appointed by the General Cotn- 
mitiee. I wish you could get me out of these contradictory views and opinions. If 
you and Mr. OAKLEY, and Mr, CODDINGTON, and a few other of our friends could 
settle what course I shall lake previous to my return, I DO NOT CAKE WHAT IT 
IS — / shall adopt it — I know it will be a proper course. Which is the best and 
cheapest mode of expressing the views of the party ? A new or an old paper. / shall 
be impatient for action when I return. Now is the time to sow the seed. This is tlie 
spring of y^olitics. The birds are beginnmg to sing. I cannot resist those influences, 
and if you set yourself to work, 1 know you eau accomplish the mauer lo a T. Do 
not eldl me a heretic, and a trifjfling fellow, because I have spoken thus much of 
C« and E. If it be heresy, then undoubtedly must head'/norlcrs be in a had way. 

On the evening before 1 left New York I n ceivcd a letter informing me that the 
Herald intended to publish on Saturday morning last this — The last raliymg point 
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flf IIm R«piibUeaii Party hat been anrraidered, by the pureliase by the Comier of Um 
aenrieea and prospects of the gentlemen who was to have published the N. Y. Stafa 

Enquirer, fee. fee. kr.*^ I went to the office of the Herald and told them it was 
UQUue» and forbid its publication. Snowden will tell you the whole story. It ap- 
p^n that Mumford went to the Herald and told them the story. You can see in 
this the finger of our friend BUTLER and Elisha Tibbets probably, who want to 
make as much mischief as possiblr. T hope ofd Kin^ caucus will remember them. 
I shall write nothin!^ for the C. and E. during: my tour — that you requested to do. 
Tell Mr. Oaiiiey that my next letter I shall wrue to him probably from the Springs. 

I am. Dear Sir, jronrt truly, JAMES G. BENl^T. 

P. S.— If you hare any thing to say particularly in the course of this week write lo 
Buffalo to me. 

P. S. — Mr. Croswell thinks that under present circumstances the Republican Gen- 
eral Committee can make their own terms with Webb and Tylee. Woold not a pii» 
Tate meeting of our friends on the subject be a good first step I 



[No. 5.1 Post m'k, Phil. 13 June, [1833.J Address Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor 
atXaw, ]Sew York. 

Bbas Hott. — ^You will see by the papers what we are about here. My object is 
to make the partv come out for a National ConTention. 

It can bf> done by prudence, skill, and address. 

In relation to what I talked to you in New York, I have an earnest word to say. 
I really wish that my friends there would try to aid me in the matter I formerly 
mentioned. 

Morrison I fear will t^n nntliins:. 

John Mumford has b( en aided to the extent of $40,000. With a fourth of that 
sum I would have done twice as much — soberly and with some decency too. 

I should be sorry to be compelled to belicTe that my friends in New York should 
bestow their friendship more effectually upon a d r on fellow than me, who ci»^ 
tainly has some pretenf=ion« to decency. 

I am sorry to speak harshly of any body, but really I thmk there is something 
dke ingratitude in the way I have been treated* 

I want no favor that I cannot repay. 

I want no nid that is not perfectly safe. 

I should like to hear from you, if there is any likelihood of my success. 

Yours, &c., J. GORDON BENNETT. 

[No. 6.] Philadelphia, 27th July, 1833. 

Di AR Hott,— I have written to Van Buren to-dar about the old afiair. I 

MUST have a loan of $2500 for a couple of years from some quarter. I can't 
get on wunout it — and if the common friends of our cause — those I have been 
working for 8 years — cannot do it, I must look for it somewhere else. My 
business here is doing very well-^ud the money would be perfectly safe in two 

years. You see ali f aJy the effect produced in Pennsylvania we can have the 
State — But if our friends wont lay aside their heartlesanesa, why, we*U go to the 
Devil — that is all. 

There is no man who will go further with friends than I wHl— who will sacrifice 

more — who will worlc harder. You know it very well. 

I must be perfectly independent of the little sections in this cityt who would huny 
me into their small courses, at the risk of the main object. 
Kendall learea Washington tomorrow on his tour of Bank Inspection. Let m 
' hear from you. ' Yoursite 

JA'S GORDON BENIiEXT. 

[No. 7.] (Post mark, FhiL, Aug. 3.) Address— Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Attorney at 
I«aw, New York. Fhilabblehza, 3rd Aug*^ 1833. 

Dbak Hoyt,— I am extremely sorry at the result of your efforts. The effect kl 

inevitable : / mv^it. break down in the very midst of one of the most important con- 
tests which VAN BUREN 'S CAUSE ever got into in this state. I do not see 
bow I can avoid it. With every advantage in my fitvor—with every preparation 
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made — every thing in the finest trim to check-mate and comer n11 the opposition o 
Van Buren, and to force them to come out m his favor — as I know they must do 
flOOD — I must give way to the eonnifelii of those who have most hostile feelings to 
the caii6e--and on what ground ? Because neither Mr. Van Buren oor his frieads 
will raove a finger in my aid. I must ?ay this is h( artless in the erf rente. I do not 
"wish to use any other language than what will convey mildly the anguish, the dis" 
appointments the despair I may say which broodt over me. If I had been a strang'er 
to Mr. Van Buren and his friends— if I had been unknown— >if I had been blest in 
being a blockhead — T mii^ht not have got into ray present posture — nor would I 
have expected any aid from your quarter. Put after NEARLY TEN YEARS 

Sent tn New York, WORKING MGII'J^ AND DAY FOR THE CAUSE OF 
R. VAN BUREN AND HIS FRIENDS, surrounded, too» as I haye been, with 
those who were continually talking against him, and poisoninir me to his prcju' 
dice, the treatment wliicli I have received from him and his friends during this 
last year, and up to this moment, is as superlatively heartless — and if I could use 
any other word more expressive of my sentiments fwoold^as it is impossible to 
conceive or imagine. By many of those whom I have supported for years I 
have been suspected, slandered, and reviled as if I had been in bitter hostility to 
Mr. Van Buren for years, instead of supporting him through every weather, and 
•Ten sacrificing myself that I mi^ht retain the same feelings towards him — for 1 
assure you I might have continued my conneciion with the C. and E. last year, very- 
much to my advantage — retained my share in the printing office of that e^tahlish- 
ment, if I had not differed with Mr. Webb on the points that you know so well of. 
X sold out however to^Hoskin — saved a smalt pittance from the wreck of the 
iOlobe-^cAme here and mvested it in the Pennsylvanian, which is now entirely iin« 
der my control, provided I could find a friend anywhere between heaven and earth 
to help me alonir, and enable me to carry out MY FIXED PURPOSE IN FAVOR 
OF VAN BUilEN and his friends. But that friend God has not yet made, though 
several of the opposite characterlA« other gentleman htA pat his brand upon, and 
Ibndly says *' this is mine." 

I except you, DEAR IIOYT — I am sure you would help tlie cause if you could. 
I Und no i'ault with you, although what fault you Uud with me about the deposits is 
nonsense, and only a clamour raised in Wall street by a few of the jealous block- 
heads hostile to me, who have not brains to see that in this city we can use the 
deposit question very efficiently in the October election. I do not blame even the 
jealous blockheads or any others in New York — I blame only one, and that is the 
Vice President himself. He has treated me in this matter as if I had been a boy — 
a child-— cold, heartless, careless and God knows what not. 

By a word lo nnv of his friends in Albany he could do the friendship I want as 
easily as rise and lirink a glass of Saratoga water at the Springs. He chooses to 
sit BlM^to sacrifice those who have supported him in every weather — and even 
liardlf to treat me as one gentleman would treat another. 

J scarcely hnoie what course I shall pursue, or what I shall da. I am beset on all 
sides with importunities to rut htm — to abandon him — What can 1 do ? What shall 
I do ? I know not. You will excuse this letter — you can easily appreciate the 
'situation of a man confident of success if properly supported— but nothing before 
him but the abandonment of his deliberate purposes or a shameful surrender of 
honor and purpose and priucipie and ail. Yours uuly, 

J. G. BENNETT. 

I do not know whether it is worth the while to write to Van Buren or not — no^ 
4o J care if you were to send him this letter, 

[No. a] PBIUUDBtfBlA, 15 Aog't, 1833* 

Dbar Hott,— I have not heard from you for a week. I hope that my old friends 
—if I ever had any — which I beg-in to doubt — will not forget what T have hereto- 
fore done or what I may do. Do let me hear from you again lor good and all at 
least. I am, Dear Sir, Yours, &c 

JA*S a. BENNETT. 

I think Uiat ia ths nama. t Such seems to oe the spelling 
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rSo, 9.] P'rn'k, '< Saratoga Sp'irs, Ai]«*t 20.** JF*re«— M. Van Boreiu 
Aadreas— Jesse Hoyc, Esq., I9ew York. 

Dfap. Sir — I reluni your Mr. B.'^^ letter. / have never doubted his personal 
friendship for me. I toould always have been happy to do him goodf but 1 cannot 
airectly or indirecily afford pecuniary aid to his press, and more particularly so is 
I am situated at the present moment. If he cannot continue friendly to me cn 
public grounds and with perfect indf pendence, I can only rej^ret it, but I desire no 
other su{)port. Whatever course \ic inuy pursue, as long as iL J5 oji honest one, 1 
shall wisU ium well, lie does uut uudeiiiLand the relation between the Kditois 
he quarrels with and myself, or he would not complain of me for their acts. They 
are as independent of me in the management of their papers, as I wish him to h9t 
and remain. I had intended to have said thus much to him, but the , 
your letter, and the evident tendency of his paper^ render it preferable that I should 
not. I did suppose that he would have fotmd no difficulty in ohtainiog money in 
Kew York as others get it, if our friends in Philadelphia could not all together 
make our to sustain one presn. If you happen to meet him I wish yon would make 
these explanations to him, BUT KE£P THIS. 

I am, in haste, yoor Mend, M. VAN BUBEN. 

Saratoga, August 19, 1833. 

On the 15th of August, 1833, Mr. Bennett wrote Mr. Hoyt, earnestly entreating 

Mr. Van Buren's ultimatum, which that gentleman gave in his letter of the 20th, 
from Saratoga J^prinjjs, showing that he had no coutidence in him — ftut whether he 
feared his venaluy ur his independence is not slated. That Hoyi doubted him he 
fraokly admits. 

When Mr. Bennett found that he had nothing to hope from that quarter, he 
addressed a letter to General Jackson (Sept. 10) impeaching " Amos Kendall 
and certain confederates^^ with reference to the pet bank scheme, to which the 
president replied. Mr. Bennett had received many confidential letters from Ken- 
dall—of these he published several. Mr. R. M. Whitney had also written him — 
concluding with "Pray burn this letter after you have done with it.'' It went 
into his paper ! Mr. Cambreieng made similar requests to his a^ent, Mr. Hoyt, but 
some of the letters that mi^ht have been in the fire appear in this biography. 

Mr. Bennett issued a series of letters, through the press, entitled **TneEitehen 
Cabinet laid open" — said h> ha<! been for withdrawinu: the federal treasure from 
the United States Bank and giving it to other institutions — showed that he had 
been very intimate with Kendall — viewed Kendall now as ** black and treacherous" 
— and showed that a quarrel he had had with the Standard, his defence of the two 
Enquirers, and the conrso he took about the bank and its branches, had impressed 
on the minds ol' many persons in the Van Bureu pet bank army, that he was on both 
sides. Kendall tells him as much. 

1 hftTe said that all this bittemees of opposition to his late coUeages followed close 
upon Van Buren's ultimatum not to lend him $2500. In December, 1S33, the firm 
of Mifflin, Parry k Bennett was dissolved, and the latter removed £rom ail control 
in the Pennsylvanian newspaper. ^ ^ 

Mr. Bennett^ conduct and correspondence — the undue influence of his journal — 
and the causes which may induce such men as him to strain every efiort to effect 
the election of one set of candidates, or to cover those very candidates with obloquy 
and slander, according as his private interest may be affected — are subiects for the 
atateaman, the moralist, the christian, and, above all others, the friend of our free 
instimtioQS to ponder over. If the wealthy can thus select and enlist at will, or dia* 
card as superfluous, journalists of talent and great circulation, as they would a kw- 
yer to speak for them in a court, for his fee, is not our elective system in danger I 
What shall be the remedy ? 

Read Mr. B.'s correspondence, and yon will perceive how little is known by com- 
mon newspaper readers of the secret springs wnich move their favorite editors. He 
would "stand up in Mr. Van Buren's defence as lon'^ af Mr. Van Burcn fcit friendly 
to him" — *' the $200 in specie he would put into his big gun [the Pennsyivauianj, 
and give XT. S. Bank a broadside." 

Was this $200, then, a bribe ? Let us look at it. 

U Mi. Bennett was poor, he was conect in receiving pecuniary &;d from Mr ■ 
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Hoyt, Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Biddle or any one else who, knowiog^ his course and 
BTVvred principles, ehote to advmnee $200 in support of them. To do so, bronirht 
him under no personal or polilical obligation to the donor — it was no bribe. Bat 
to take money i'rom Mr. Hoyt — to tell him he was his partisan, bound to sink or 
•wim with Van Buren, and then when Van Buren would not give him other $2500, 
tolttm round tipon and bespatter him md his regency with mud, does seem mer* 
Oenary and unprincipled. 

Who that has read the followinET parafrraphs in the Herald would imagine they 
were written by the man who could scarcely find terms strong enough to convey 
to Maem. Hoft and Yim Btnren, a right idea of ** the anffoish, the disappointment, 
the despair that brooded over him" because he cuuld not do more for "Van 
Buren's cause," in advocating^ which he acknowledires that he had spent nearly 
ten years in iievr York, Dly*** working night and day for the cause of Mr. Vab 
Boren?". 

(From the N«w York Herakl of May 3, 1837— by James Gordon B«mett.] 

*' Th* flnt tTmptonie of the mania which hu produced the present reToIutkm, developed tbemelvM is th« 
•liriBg of 182tf, when Mr. V«n Buren, a RommOB coantrr ]mwjn, who bewail lift kftnmdUaf tMlttpm to 
■udMl im KindMrhook, ptifauad with CaliogiM water, and bia jraUpw whiakananufMl a b JPirif. wiMnted 
Hi* IIUBOM taAtf FttMl mImbm of bankMf to Albany. AWjili lluiii, of HnlcitMr, took np tke adi«no mnd 
pressed its adoptkNI im the Assembly on the ground of oppomtioD to the United States Bank, and in order to 
take the plare of that institation, then preparing to get a recharter from Congress. From that moment, tb« 
advocates of banks in general were dividi ij into two htMtile jmrtips, nnting^ on political jinnciples, snd ruided bjr 
litical motives. Thf same ipint of hostility appeared loou lu Coiiyrt'ss. The iiemot'riit!< opposed all bankinif 
CoDfrress. hut earned it to all length* in tlm Strifs. The consequence was the protructcd ronllirt hetw«>i»n 
General Jarkson and the United States Bank, whicli, singular enough, gave a greatfr doveloptnent ts wild, 
unregiiiutt d hanking principles than if tho United State* Bank had t>eeu rene\%'ed ten times over. In the midst 
of the conflict, the old notions of a hard money currency were called into action by the forerainent to avaUua 
itself with the mob." 

" The whole poblie mind has been diseased, and Martin Van Buim and his atrocious aSMciatsa. fixm mm» 
of tba original osnaos of the terribis moral, political, snd commercisl desolation which spreads over tbis enaatiy. 
MMtin VsA Buwi mmI feto aasoolatss Ant uUmdaoed tba union of polities sad baaUag'-poUtim aad speooIatioB 
te this State. Be was tbe fltst spsaalitor in tows lots at Oswego, and he is the anther of the safety faiid 

system, which first agitated the vhsto elements of banking thntughout the country, and divided it into two 
hostile powers seeking for the sap««msey. Nicholas Riddle was a hanker — but he was, and is, a man of science. 
He is an aristocrat, but he is a moral one — an intf Ihirent one — a philosoiihrcal one. He is such an anstocrut as 
jtn will find in tteaven — ^Martin Van Buren such a demurrat as yuu will discover ooiled up in any bunang ooe- 
aar ia tho otlMrplBOB— 

Hif h oa a thnaa of loyal stats* wbieb fari 
Ottdriaaa lha wialft of OnuM, «r of b*-^ 

IM ite, Ua Ui anMjT* asd tMMhsr, ia Mlihar brioir." 

CFioa lha Haw Toik Hmdd «r Ootahar, IMl-hy Jaaw GoiImi Biaaatk] 

**Tha shHMlsM yidHgsey of tha Alhugr Befeaer, and their ooa^faMa ia Ami aad asmptfea, the pip» 
layers of Wall strset, aaimot much loDgar hs aaac e alsa fton tha paUia eya. Let one tithe of their rascality ba 
exposed, and not one man among them eaa iHthstaad the ivdlgnitfaB of an ontraged commnnity. The old Al> 
bany Regency was justly censured for its want of integrity and disregsrd of the interests of the State ; but there 
was talent and manliuesa, d?' and good faith towards their associates, in that famous body, while the pre»-» 
ent cabal is utterly worthless siul ( ontpmptjble in every respect. They urn ill icit ute of evsry (jualtty tiiat com- 
mands consideration — mercenHry, iMsrlidious, and heartless, ihey have chi^ated their niiemies and betrayed their 
friends. Thesli-ht ln l J v hn h they now have upon their followers in the interior of the SMM viil saiBt ba 
dssizoyed, and tbcy will then go into obaeuhty with ths scorn aad detestation of ail parties." 

Mr. Bennett, like Mr. Noah, is Mr. Vui Bwen^ own witness. For ten years 
they were tog^ether, constantly corresponding, actins^, writing, planning, and schem- 
ing. At length there was a quarrel about dollars — Mr. Bennett felt affronted be- 
orate Mr. Mnmfbrd had had $40,000, while he himself was refused $2500. 
Howmach, beside the $200 had been put into his " big gun," the public haTe not 
et been told. His " experience," published in 1837 and '41, when read along with 
is begging letters, is really a curiosity. Hoyt kept Ai* (B's) secrelSi because he 
(BO could have told hts. 

I remember that it was asserted, that Mr. Bennett, in Oct., 1840, put a heaTy 
charge of Hoyt's dollars into his " big gun," before he could be prevailed on to 
come out strong for Mr. Morris and the Hunkers, against the whigs. The Arsons 
copied approvingly bis violent, pithy articles, accusing Governor Seward and other 
leading Whigs of highly criminal conduct as politicians. Perhaps Mr. B. will him- 
lelf explain how he stood with District Attorney Butler, Collector Hoyt, and Pres- 
ident Van Buren, at thai important period ol their lives. How far the preceding 
letters warrant the inference that he must have been hired, as he was to puff the 
fttaigii dancing- woman EUaler, I say not. TAoss vho eon wiU^ of coarse, bciieye; 
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that o& the m of the great electioa of 1840, JwM Goite BcMctt tpdk iita With 
the *■ saperlatiyely heartless" <* aichetvpe** of Satan, who had driyen him in 1833 

to "a sliaipeful surrender of* honor and purpose and principle and all" — out of pure 
sympathy, and wiihout first securing an order from Hoyt or Beers for at least a 
double ctiarge of his powder to the big guo.** 

■ I have heard Mr, Bennett described by thoee who had eieeUtat opportunitiea to 
judge of his character, as a mean, mercenary being, wiihout one spark of kindly or 
generous feeling. I doubted. But what shall we Ray of the pliancy with which, 
ID July, 1829, he was ready to adopt any course that Uoyt, Coddingion 6c Co. 
might dictate? Are there those who nesitate in belieTing that Bennett, in 1845» it 
the instrument of southern-slaveholders, foreigners, natives. Butlers, Van Burens, 
"Wall Street operators, or of whoever else can furnish ammunition for the bii? gun ? 
He abuses the Wall Street brokers and bankers, 'tis true — and so did Butler from 
Sandy Hill, and Van Bnren from the chair of the great Washington. 

Like many other evils which afflict society, a press such as Bennett*s is the efftti 
of the unstable character of our imported laws, currency, and business system. 
We must seek a remedy, not ia abusing this wretched instrument of all that is bad 
ill oar insiitmions, but m a return to the truly Christian principles cf the 4th cf 
July, 1776-^for if the check of the democratic millions is round to be impRfeot» aU 
experience proves that it would be madness to look for a haTCB of safety in a femm 
to the rule of the one or the few.* 



CHAPT£|l XXIII. 

Banking in the U, 8, founded upon tke JBnglith twtenu Mr, Darnel 8. DtektnBon. 

The 1st and 2nd National Banks. Messrs. Butler, Van Bnren, and Marcy's 
course. They petition for a branch bunk at Albany. Their request refused. Op" 
position organized. The Safely Fund bubble. Prospects of the opposition leaders — 
Their tueeess, md the rMutt. Letiers—Builtr^t ieeret tmiimnUw— Lorenzo Hoyt*§ 
•—CambrelengU — MemoruU for the Bank — Democrats like to be U. S. B. direc 
tors. Tibbets's very good plan of n Bank'^ — Root and Pitcher. A Veto, 
Cornelius W, Lawrence, a national bank man. Governor Wright instructs the 
JVl Y* Legidaturo through Mr. Jesse Hoyt. A IT. 8, Judge urges Mr* Hoyt to 
infiuonco e Now York Smator through Judgo Rikor ! 

The course proposed by Messrs. Butler, Hoyt, Van Buren and their old associ* 
ates, in 1833, relative to the United States Bank, involved but one principle — had 
hut one object — ' the spoils.' — ^The Globe and the Argus called their oDponentS 
'the bank party' and * the federal party;' but the leaders of the pet bank move- 
ment had been almost to a man opponents of Jackson and for the bank. Like the 
Saxons at Leipsic, Van Buren and his band had deserted their colors as the fortune 
of the day turned rapidly against them — and as for federalism, far more of its 
ancient champions are to be found in the camp of Wright, Van Buren and Polk, 
than among their opponents. I am for the principles of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and consequentlv not an implicit believer in the dogmas of whig federal" 
ist, or 'regular democrat/ except in so far as» in soul and spirit, they go for thsg 
glorious landmark of human rights, duties and responsibilities. 

*9lnlflM President, In appointing Commisslonert to enquire into and lay before Congieu mnd the jpeo. 
pie, an accoont of the •nomoM firaods and unaatdied kaaveiy of Uie N. x . Ciutom Ho«ee|reii4ered so- 
ciety a real service, few eanlM man will faealtate to atoit. They troubled Bennetfa fftond Bifl, giMlXf . 
On the Sith Dee. 1841, Hoyt wrote Secretary Porwrard a long letter, traducing the Commissioners, and it 
appeared In the N. Y. Herald a few daye after, Bennett declaring that H had been procured ** at great coat 
and with much trouble," and adding a« follows : 

"On Monday. Mr. Jt sse Ho>t, late Colltclor of Customs in thif city, wrote a very curious and original 
letter to the Secret ary of tlio Treasury, commenting on the recent InvosDj^atKm, anJ shoxetng up ' Old 
Poins' and his special counsellor, in a manner ' noi so slow.' At ftreat cv.yf. and wiih much trovllU, V9 
have procured a copy of the first Uttrr to the Strretaru, tlirough an oxerci.HC of the same wonderful facul- 
ties by wliich we pumped out the famous secrets ul the Uard-cider and (Joon-skin cabinet. The letter of 
Hcvt may be considered the first gun in the third CtUtom house campaign. Ht dirteta hit skoi 



agmimit ' Old Point' and hi$ tjpteial eomttelhr, Dmight, wHk essw mmiitnUt ^tcl—bat * whether Roderlfo 
Ulla Caiu 
iaeketA. 

lloifMidtta tta CMloa House, whleaiad to tlie recent investigatieo. JtjIMw MM«« lal 



[ Ai» tjMcm eoMteiicr, Dmgkt, assM mtmtrM* tftci—bat * wnetner Kooenyo 
ilia Ca«iio. or CasKio kills Kod«rigo,* we hardlv care a button. We traat boili parties wfU cet well lidtad 
, we believe, and the * Daily Express* ehjue, are tk» mtkors if ih» wkoU AmMm* ateat 



Mr. Dwlf lit, 
hoBfla^ of tlM faivaatlgatioii,'* diM. 
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i6 TAN tiV&EK PETITIONS FOR A BRANCH OF THE U. 8. BANE At ALBANY. 

Englmd hid made a bank tomewhat aimikrlyeoiistimted with that last chartered 
by Congress, her national treasury or exchequer. The Con:rrr~- of the Union fol- 
lowed her example, receivinjj, 1 helieve, a million or a million and a half of dollars 
in advauce, as a premium for the use of the public revenue, given lo the Bank, 
with power to force U. S. Bink notes Into s-eneral cirenlation m all payments on 
behalf of the g07emment. In 1819 the Bank lost millions through mismanagecaent, 
but did not stop. It demanded the specie from other Baaks for their notes paid in 
for lands or customs' duties, and il they failed to redeem, refused their notes as 
money. In this way it opetated in some decree as a cheek on the multipHcation of 
what are < alU J ^^au banks. Its stock chiefly paid in U. S. securities, rose to $150, 
or more, for the SlOO share; and that was not far from its value when Andrew 
Jackson and M. Van Buren reached Washington, in March, 1829. 
■ In 1826, while Messrs. Adams and Clay were in power, and Messrs. Butler, 
Van Baren, and Marcy in opposition, these three gentlemen, being then resident 
at Albany, were warm friends of the national hank, and on the 10th of July, "on 
behalf of themselves and their fellow citizen*? of Albany,'' memorialized "the direc- 
tors of the United States Bank"ai Philadelphia, in these words: — "The limited 
capital of our banks forbids the extension of our trade* Merchants of moderate 
f iriune are discouraged from taking up their abode among us, firom a knowledge 

that the banking capital of the place is inadequate the nature of 

the trade which would be prosecuted here, would m a great measure render the 
bills of a branch established at this place the circulating medium of the extensiTe 
regions whose produce would be brought to market. Insomuch, therefore, as the 
establishment of a branch here would not only be highly advantageous to this city, 
but a source of profit to the parent institution, we hope that the directors of the 
United States Bank will establish an office of discount and deposit at this place." 
The memorial was signed, in their own hand writing, by " Benjamin F. Boiler,'* 
**W. L. Marcy," and **M. Van Buren," who considered a branch at Albany quite 
constitutional, and were anxious that the bills of " the monster," " the Biddle Bank,** 
should become ^*the circulating medium of extensive regions." 

Their request was refused. Then, but noi tili then, they wheeled round in sup- - 
port of Jackson — planned the deception known as the " safety fund," as a trap to 
catch Ignorance, and the moment Mr. Van Buren Ibund himself in Clinton*8 saddle, 
as Governor of New VTork, he told the legislature, Jan. 7, 1829, that " to dispense 
with Banks altogether is an idea which seems to have no advocate ; and to make 
ourselves wholly dependent on tfiose established by federal authority (^serves 
none. If these are correct views, the only alternative would seem to be, between 
a renewal of the charters of the sound part of the existing Banks, or to anticipate 
the winding up of these concerns BIT THE INCORPORATION OF NEW IN 
STITUTIONS." 

A few weeks afterward he left for Washington ; and, knowing Jackson's opinion 
of the unconstitutional character of the great bank which had declined an alliance 
with him in 1886, he began to undermine it — ^holding out to Lawrence, Cambreleng, 
Yanderpoel, and his other associates in New York state and through the Union, 
the spoils as their reward for assisting in its overthrow. The national treasure 
would be divided amons the confederate banks — their shares would rise as those of 
the U. S. sank— the politicians of his school could borrow the public funds through 
the Manhattan and other pets — Lawrence and others would fj^t new charters at 
Albany, and their share of the plunder — the whole scheme might, and no doubt - 
would break down — all experience in the Union had shown that such schemes 
must break down from sheer lack of honesty in those concerned, but even in failure, 
which must not take place till he was President — even in failure the party leaders 
might acquire vast profits. He was an old bnnkrr. thoroughly versed in chartered 
mysteries, fiad been bank director of the Hudson Ikuk, that paid 6 cents to the 
dollar, aiierwards Lank-atioraey, attorney-general, a senator, voting for banks, a 
governor to recommend more of them, the agent of Jacob Barter, and the parmer 
of the President of the Bank of Washington and Warren. 

Mr. Van Bnren succeeded. The U. S. Bank was crushed. The revenue was 
bestowed on favorite state institutions where it would serve the purposes of per- 
sonal gain and poUttcal ambition — ^the administration bade the petoankersgiye onl 
the yy^»i>tt«i xeveniM for porpoMi of ^eealatioD. Then cams the distribution bilU 
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Mr. Van Burea sat at the helm of State — saw 10,000 merchants and trading per- 
sons lail in business, and 900 baiks shut their doors on those creditors who pre- 
sented their obligations. The Safety Fund foDuwed. Mr. Jesse Hoyt deposited 
the public money in Beers the broker's Trust Co. Bank, when nobody else would 
trust it. Specie was held to mean hank checks. Ruin stared nmny an honest man 
in the face. Mr. Van Buren descended from the chair of slate — the pet banks 
were set agoing again — ^the sob-treasurv was rescinded-ocredit and conndcaiee re- 
turned, to vanisli as before — and the authors of all this mischief, Messrs. Van Buren 
and his friends, are again at the helm of affairs — Marcy in the cabinet, Polk in 
.the seat of Jefferson, Butler district attorney, Wright governor of N. Y., Law- 
rence and Horn in the custom houses, Ritchie in place of Blair, Bancroft oyer ihe 
Navy, Wetmore navy agent ! ! !, Edmonds on the bench, Morris, postmaster, and 
Van Buren at Kinderhook pulling the wires, ** all things to all men** that he rnxf 
gain some. 

We will now lift up the curtain, and exhibit to the reader a few choice sam- 
ples of the secret opinions and proceedings, not of the enemies of chartered paper- 
money banking, but of the Hoyt, Butler, Lawrence, Polk and Van Buren army, 
struggling for the spoils, for the use of which their antagonists had already paid a 
.million of doUarb lu liie nation. 



(Pranked bv Mr. Butler, p*m*k Wash'o, Feb. 2&]— Address— Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New 
York. [Private.] Feb'y 24th, [1S34.] 

My Dear Sir — I thank you for all the news (bad enough must of it) in your seve- 

tal letters—And most heartily concur with you in alt the censures and three-iburths 

af the abstract notions you utter in them. As for supposing that Newbold, George 

Briswold, Stephen Whitney, or any of the old federal commercial men, were with 
us on this occasion, for any other reason than because they found il /or ihexr in<er» 
to go with us, T never for one single instant had such an unwarrantable idea. 

As for myself, 7 have "NEVER doubted that THE PRESENT Bank* ought 
{ty^BY ALL MEANS^y^ to be put down — but, on the other hand, I have never 
been perfectly satisfied that we could get on with the business of the country tcithout 

* In Baakinf. m in many other thing*, th« enstom of Britain has bean followed by us. There, the Unr 
ifcli heve many votes In the lefistature, and are a lepaivte Honte. In some places SOS voiers rstoro tw» 

representatives to the Commons — several large and populous cities, with vast wealth, do no more. The 
Parliament, thus composed, reerulatos all matters of life and property. So in banking, the large stockhold* 
ers have many votes an>i inm ii inflnence— the owners of a fewaliaies tore non*— the ricE untto tMr 
votes, and manage lor the wliole. 

Here, where, in matters ot lilu and property, in legislation and government, the po v n ati :ias one vote 
and the rich man no more, and where equal rigiils and iaws to all and over ail was tlie baniier unfolded In 
1770, with the declaration of independence as its motto, there have been national and state banks chariircd on 
Uae £nglish plan— he who could command many shares had maoy votes— he who had but one share only 
«n« vote. Banks, like that of Niagara at Buffalo, were chartered by the votes of Mr. M. Van Buren and 
others, on this principle, and empowered to issue (heir notes as the enrreney of the ITnion when thev had 
paid in 13^ cents on the dollar of their ca|rital. Mr. Van Baren even went so ihr as to vote that they snoold 
not bo obliged to redeem their notes in specie ! The Washington and Warron belonged to Jacob Barker, 
Mr. Van Buren's intimate friend. He had a charter— he was the bank— and this, too, in a republic like ours. 
In a letter written in Nov. 1828, Mr. Van Buren calls Broome a " crazy county." Mr. Daniel S. Dickenson 
a representative of the two-and-a-half millions of ritizens of New York, in the U. S. Senate, got hold of 
6M v;p,-, j of the Broome County Bank -Mr. Cyrus Strong fjot. other \ All the shares were hut 4000 — 

tht'!*B two men had 2017~moie than half — Cyru-"* took the otiice of hank president — Daniel tiiat of bank 
attorney. A county repenry wa.'' formed, to act In concert with the central junto at Albanv— a press, to 

f»lay Argus tunes— offices were given only to the disciplined regulars—" I'razy*' Boone was anchored ia,st at 
ast— bank influence and **th« party usages," with such conventions as the N. Y. Evening Post has descri- 
bed, made ]>anifll a lieut. governor, and uie Banh Attorney's next stop was into the Senate of the Union i 
Uk 18M) In the Syracuse Convention, to nominato Ufarey uti Vaa Bnren, Didwnson and Flagg introduced ft 
•dt of very sycophantic and undeserved resolutions in naJse of ths lettor. tlielf object was to decetrt^ 
and they were succes8f\il. 

A nff'foniZ bank, with ten millions capital, on the principle I have stated, was chartered at Washington 
nearly 50 years .'since, with powfsr to create separate banks under the name of brandies. In 1811 the -Senate 
refused to renew its powers, hy the caatinc voice of Vice I'rc^^ideiit Clinton. The war followed— the other 
60 to 100 banks atopt payment— confusion prevailed in the publir finances — the republic borrowed dapre- 
ciated, worthless notes of broken banks, and bound itself to pay the interest and redeem the loans in gold 
and silver. At the peace of 1^15, another nattonai bank was char'.ertid by Congress, and Mr. Van Buren 
was one of Its steadiest advocates. Mr. Clay voted for it in 1816, and Colonel Young voted for him in 
](j2-t. Nfr. W. H. Crawford was the warmest advocate of the old bank in the Senate in 1811, and to the 
hour of his death the steadiest supporter of the new bank, and Martin Van Buren was the chief supporter of 
tiiis Mr. Cmwfonl for the office of President of the United Ststos, in the caucos at Washington, in 16 14 
end with Mr. Butler, the Argus, and all his adherents, in resolute opposition to Andrew Jaeicson, the eensis-. 

tent opponent of the Ist and 2d TJ. S. Ranks, in which he ain ^ J wit!i J* iTcr < v. hr'n V-in f^iirrn Ti ffcred 
from him. Mr. Thomas Ritchie, now of the Wasidngton Uiuoii, touic sideu witii Van iiuren— for the iianit 
•BACmrftid, and nfulut Jnekion. 
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SOME SUCH AGENT. But Mr. Taney thinks we can, and OIT* he ts the judge 
Hr. Gftllatin also once iol4 me uit eeiuid^-^nd I am desirous TO TRY IT ; becsaiiM 
if we can gel on without any of this machinery, I think it best to dispense with it, 
for it always has been, aod always will abused, no mattei who controls it, we 
or our enemies. 

Come what will, must adhers to tke Prss't policy FOR THE PRESENT, 
«r«n if it jends us all into the minority. It woald be better to ffo ten years ints 
file minority than to rediarter THE Bank, or make « new one NOW. 

Truly yours, B. F. BUTLEB, 

Extract of a letter, B. F.Butler to Jesse Hoyt — dated Albany, Dee. 14, 1833. — 

" The President's Pronlamaiion has electrified our whole communify. Next to the 

Declaration of Independence, it is the most p state paper our country's 

— — have product." [The words left out are torn off in the original.] 

Extrnct of a letter, Mr. Butler to Mr. Hoyt, dated Washington, June 29, 1834.- 
"Mr. Taney and myself were nominated this morninc;-; Mr. Stevenson is also yet 
under consideration. They are very furious m their attacks on Stevenson, and it is 
by no means certain they may not call for information about MY SUPPORT OF 
TUP, PRESIDENT IN HIS PROTEST, icc., in which event Mr. Wright ia au- 
thorized by me to speak slrongiy-** 

Extract of a letter, Lorenzo Hoyt to hia brother Jesse— dated Albany, Dee. 19, 
1832. — '*I think the [U. S.] Bank question will enter, more or less, into every other 

polilicn! one that 15: n^^itnted here this winter — and I think and hope that our 
friends will feel no disposition, to retrace, ia any degree, their steps last winter. 
As a party in this State, I think we are ^lly committed to a course of uneotr^o^ 
mising hostility to THE PRESENT Bank—and if Old Hickory has snfefed himself 
to be dnpcd -which I think not vn/iie/y^by LiTingaton and McLane, he most take 
the consequences.'* 



Eight letters— Hon. C. C. Camhrelciig to Jesse Iloyt, Esq.^ at New York. 

[Na 1.] Private. WASHiNGTou, 5 Feb., 1832i 

DfiAX H. — ^I reeeiTed to-day the memorial in fkyor of the Bank of the United 
States — it is signed by a host— said to be principally the friends of the Adminis* 

tration, but 7 have looked over the list. Our friends should be up and doin!^. 
This is forwarded to our delegation in a letter signed by Gideon Lee, Meigs JD. 
Benjamin, Dudley Selden and William Neilson. It says the memorial originated 
with the supporters of the present administiation. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

P. S. I presume it is si^ed by every merchant who keeps an account at the 
Bank. 

[No. 2.] Private. Washington, Feb. 6, 1832.— Beak H.— Get the Workiet to 
be up and doing .on the U. S. B. question. They are democrats in principle. 

Very truly yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 3.] Wa shu i o io b , Jan. 10, 1833 Dear Sm^You are surprised at the ap- 

pomtment of Mr. Alley as Bank Director instead of Mr. Jackson. I was ne^li^ent 
in not writing to Mr. Jackson a second time. The day Mr. White left here he 
aiated that Mr. McLane desired us to say who should be appointed, that he, Mr. 
White, had named Mr. Alley. I told him that I was committed to Mr. Jackson 
and should recommend him — Mr. White then said that he would concur with 
me in supporting Mr. Jackson, and he wished me to write to Mr. McLane that he 
did so concur. I wrote him ni behalf of Mr. White and myseii, and also wroie 
him that I understood Mr. Verplanck to be also fitTorable to Mr. Jackson. Aftv 
this I prcsumpd the matter sciiled, and so wrote to Mr. Jackson. Some days 
after I learned to my surprise, ironi Mr. McLane, that in consequence of Mr. 
White's having named ikir. Alley, whom he presumed would be satisfactory to the 
. X>elcgatioii« ha had gone too ftr to xeeede hobfo ho toeeiT^ my lettof* 1 oqghc 
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to have writt«a this to Mr. Jackson, but omitted to do so. You will oblige me by 
<wiiMiiMig if to hiOL Very truly yours, 

C. a CAMBRELEKO. 

[Ko. 4.] Washington, 12th Feb., 1832. 

Deab. H. — Mr. Hiirs speech will go ail over the Uqioq — that notices Clay's 
m1t«ek upon Mr* Gkliatin in the best possible manner^it drives it home upon him* 

His quarrel, too, with General Smith you will have seen — that ought to be noticed 
conspicuously. He is one of our revolutionary Heroes, upwards of 90 — one who 
gallantly del ended what was then called Mud Fort on the Delaware, wiien attack- 
ad W a British aquadroD* 

With regard to the Bank it is not worth while to have any public meeting abouU— 
a remonstrance against it is enniii;fh — I don*t think the debate will come up for a 
month— Mr. Ttbbets sent me A VERY GOOD PLAN OF A BANK— which i have 
returned. Ask him to Bend me a copy of it. 

Very sincerely yoora^ 

C. C. OAMBRELING. 

[No. 5.] Washington, 16th Feb., 1832. 

Dear H. — I return you the letter — Judge Clayton of Georgia has a resolution 
prepared and will offer it as soon as he can— it will cover the object in view — I 
shall see the President tonisht — who has a confidential director on the spot. You 
li<ped not fear but what we snail take care of the Mammoth in some way or otlier— 
i think ON HEFLECTION that it would be well enough to let the plan Mr. Ttbbets 
had in view alone for the present. Let them follow the Boitoniana and Portland 
ftofte in asking for a new bank from the federal govermnetU—hut on the plan they 
propo!fr. — this is on the whole better than to set up for ourselves^ which might be 
made use of by thePennsylvaniaos against us, here and elsewhere — We can bring 
forward a State bank next yMf^mention this to Mr. Tibbets. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELEN6, 

I did HOC know before why that paper was so bitter against Van Bnren. 

VNo, 6.] WASHmaTON, lAth Feb., IRf??.— Dear H,— The knowing ones at 
Albany merely wish to manoeuvre a liiUe about the Governor to get a chans^e. 
That is as 1 suspect, I have written VVrighi, Edwards, and Flagg— Croswell, I 
wrote him alsa We shall not .get at THE; Bank for 4 weeks— at least I should 
thing not. The more we discuss it the stronger we shall become- McDuffie's, 
alias Calhoun's Tariff is on one extreme — Clay's on t' other. The Gentleman who 
wiote Mr. Mumlord is not our friend — ^He is of the Sutherland school. 

Sinearely yoms, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 7.] WashihotOIT, Uth March, 1S32. 

Dear H. — You ought not to appomt any representative in Congress. We shall 
be in the midst of Tariff, Bank, &c., and can't go — take good, honest, and staunch 
men— send such men as Mr. Fish. 

Onr friend 8 f whose letter you read when here, is in a great fidget becanae 

he did not see his memorial in favor of the Bank of the U. S. announced in the paper* 
I had that important event regularly announced ! 

Root will not trouble us much longer. Augel [or Anzel] hammered him without 
gbrea— he had nobody to defend him but an anti-mason. 

Sincerely yours. C. C. C4MBKELENG. 

[Na 8.] Private, Washington, I5th March, 1832. 

Dear H. — never doubted the sincere attachment of the Editors of the Courier 
and Enquirer to the course of Mr. Van Burea, the President, and our pany general 
ly— but the course they pursue in relation to General Root, is calculated to injure 
the cf\Tiso of the administration. I care not tor the quarrel with the Argus— or 
who may be our next Governor — that matter will be no doubt amicably ad^usted^ 
bat I do care about pnttins forward a candidate who is as rnueh opposed to thu 
^Amiiiiatiatioii at Joel B. Satherland-aiid hit wtet will pioTC it, aa they hava 
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done already. He and Piicher vote uniformly with the opposition — and Root 
yesterday denoun^zd Taumtuny llalL and venl openly for (he Peu-ter Mv e- Another 
course li pursued which they wiii lind in liie end will be highly mjuiious to the 
Piesident — ^that is, pressing the Bank bill upon him at this session with a moral 
certainty that if it reaehes him the obligation of public duty will compel him to 
return ii— as entirelv premature — four years before the charier expires. The char- 
ter oi tbe Bauii oi £.nglaud expires next year and has not yet been renewed — 
the chaffer of the East India Company was not renewed tilf one year before it 
expired— three-fonrihs of the President's friends are opposed to the Bank — and he 
can nevrr, under such circumsTances, do otherwise than to send the bill back — if 
he had no other motive the adjustment of the taritl' and the extinguishment of the 
public debt — both occurring before the charter expires— are alone snfficieot It is 
the enemies of the President, such as Branch, Wickliffe, Daniel, &c. &c, united 
with the friends of ihe Bank, who are determined to send this bill to him, expect- 
ing to do him an injury, and kill the bank too— ichich Us friends are certainly doing 
by pressiuii iL now. Sincerely yours, 

^ C. C. CAMBRELENG. 



Am. C. W, Lawrmee, M* C, t0 Mr, Jes$€ Hoytf N, Y, 

Fittiked, per mail. WAsmnoToir, Sdth Jan^ , 1834. 

My Dear Sir — I am much obliged to you for your letter of the 21st, and I 
AM APPREHENSIVE OUR POLITICAL FRIENDS MAKE A MISTAKE IN 
CtOINCt too FAR AGAINST A NATIONAL BANK» but I wiU have the pleas- 
ure of writing a few days hence. 

Respectftilly, your assured friend, COBITS W. LAWRENCE. 



" The same to the same, 

Washington, 31 st Jan'y, 1834. 

My Dear Sir— -I can scarcely suppose it possible that I could have written 
any letter to authorize the paper you have enclosed to me, and I fed deeply morti- 
fied that any one should have authorized a publication in a newspaper. May I 
the favor of you to request the per';on to whom it was directed to return it to me, 
or at least not to circulate it, and il any one f-hould speak of the contents of my let- 
ters, please mention that I had repeated to you, that my letters were only intended 
for thoee to whom they were directed. 

I can not im;^<^ine who could have received the letter alluded to. I bare no idea 
any compromise is thought of by either political party. 

It is my individual opinion that A NATIONAL BANK ioith j Proper restrictions 
and subjf^rt. to Slate Taxes, ^-c, WOULD BE USEFUL TO THE (JOVERNBIENT 
AND COUNTRY, and I know there arc other individuals in Congress of that opin* 
ioUi aud that is almost as much as I do know* 

Respectfully, your friend, COEiS'S W. LAWRENCE. 

Senator Vf right to Mr, Jeon Hoyt, 

Wasbingtoh, 3d Jan Y» 1834. 
Mt Bbab Sib — ^Yonr letter and the enclosure came to me this day, and I hare 

thi? evening sen! both to Mr. Flagg, with such suggestions occurred to me. 
Nolhmg can be clearer, in my mind, than that the friends of the Administration in 
your City should not attempt to get up a popular meeting upon this subject. The 
legislature is the proper organ to speak for the people upon this important subject, 
and there is not a doubt that they should act without one moment's delay. It is too 
late to fear any effect from ihe allegation that our State lends. The subject is now 
before the Virginia legislature, and I thinic it quite likely ihey will recommend a 
restoration of the deposits. The legislature of Ohio have acted, and ffo strong, 
ai^ain?! the Bank — in lavor of the removal of the deposits->«nd against the land bilC 
I say they have acted. The mail to-day has broucfht a copy of their resolutions, 
which had passed the ISenaie, and which Mr. Morris, the Jackson Senator from that 
Stale, saya will pass the Hotise 3 to 1. Every legislature in the Union will act upon 
this totQeet, and oniswill not be behmd* 



i 

Digitized by Google 



JZDSaJLL SSNATOafl ANA JtfDfilSB CO«TJU>I.LINO STATS IpMHSLATUftBt. Ktt 

Vf the IHeDds of lA« Bank in ^our citr Attempt to get up a popnlvr meeting, the 
mbject will be one which the friends or tlie AdministntioD on the groond wifl beat 

Imow how to dispose of— but in any other way I do not think ihi mass of your 
somewhat excited population should be called to act. 

The state of feeling j^iere is veiy violent, and popular meetings eiiher way can 
htve little effect. SiiU I ahoald dislike to see a meeting in New York seeming to 
embody an undivided expression, given to our opponents— /or the polUieal offect im 

ike country vould he bad. 

I have iiu lime lo write farther — but shall be happy to hear from you often and 
ftoAv. 

Itnink the legislature should — in the shortest possible language — 

1st. Express an opinion against the re-charter of the Bank in nny form. 

2nd. Approve of the communication read to the Cabinet on the ISth Sept. last. \ 

3rd. Approve of the change of the deposits. 

4th. Approve of the reasons given by the Secretary for that change, both on the 

groand of the near expiration of the Charter, and on the ground that the Bank has 
•bused its chartered powers and orivileges, and has become a political insittuiwii. 

These points vrill cover the wnole case m a form and manner most applicable lo 
tie staU of things here. Moat truly yoors, 

SILAS WRIGHT. JB. 

This is the way thmgs are done. Is it the right way ? 

Mr. Van Buren, U. S. Senator, Washington, wishes his friends in Albany to 
tttble him to vote for the tariflf of 1828, and yet retain the good will of his south- 
ern anti-tariff brethren in the Senate, who haveagreat reverence for "instructional 

He is instructed. 

Mr. Silas Wright, holding the same office in 1834, preferring pet banks to a 
natioDal treasaryt mstructs the State legislature what to ask for, how to ask it, and 

when to grind anti-bank music out the proper organ^*— and 

In 1824, Judge Skinner of the Albany Regency, a name given to the leaders 
who acted with Van Buren, thought it ^uiie consistent with the duties of his 
station, as Judge of the United States District Court, to write Mr. Jesse Hoyt at 
Hew York, directing him to call upon Recorder Riker, aJudge under the State 
authorities, and get him to aid Van Buren and the party by using his influence 
with Senator Burrows, to induce Burrows to turn the scale in the Senate Chamber 
at Albany, so as to prevent the passage of a law giving the choice of electors of 
president and vice-president to the people. The legislature in those days chose 
the electors, arid Mr. Van Buren feared that the people might choose Jackson 
electors, and thus defeat Crawford. He managed the Senate so as to defeat Gov* 
cmor and Assembly, who were for the bill. 

(post mark, Albany.] Jesae Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, New York. 

Albany, 11 January, 1824. 

Dear vSir — Mr. Latham A. Eurrow? of rhr Srnntr, I understand, read law with 
Mr. Riker. the Recorder, (at any rate he is attached to Mr. Rikeri, Burroivs is 
considered doubtful on the question of changing the law ibr the appoiutmeut of 
electois. Now Sir, if Mr. Riker is in sentiment with us, his letter to Mr, Burrovu 
on that subject vnllhave great influence^ and you may be assured that every vote is 
important to prevent the change contempl ^ t ed. Cordially, B. SKINNER. 



Mr. Roger Skinner opened his law-store at Sandy Hiil, and when Mr. Butler 
broke down in credit and character, as Jacob Barker's man of all work there. Skin* 
fitr removed to Albany to be a jodj^e, and tamed over his papers and office to his 
friend Butler. In 1821, this graspinn* partisan was at the same time XT. S. District 
Judffe, a Senator of N. Y. state, a Member of the Council of Appointment, and also 
cf the Court of Errors. Mr. Van Buren took pay at the same time, and acted as 
Slate Seoator, a judge in the Conrt of Errors, a Lawyer pleadin^^ before that court. 
Attorney Genera! of N. Y., and a practising attorney, renny, as his son politely puts 
it, lo do, *' any body's dirty work." Did I not keep beiore me the choice of Judas 
Iscariot as one of the twelve apostles, I should scarcely forgive the freemeu of 
4iiienca for placing Uaitin Van Buen amimg our eleTcn 



Digitized by Google 



WB0MB8T COUftSfi 07 THE REeENOT ON CQRRBNOT 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

•*<7e< tip the Workies." ** A very' good plan of a Bank.** C. C. Camhreleng vn. 
cloaked. Hts course last war. He sets up for Congress, and wears two faces at 
Washington* The Veto and Deposite System* Mr. Duane* The Specie Clause* 
A National Bank, Georga M» Dalku, Silas Wnght. 

The Presbyterian Church, of which Mr. Butler is such a prominent member, 
holds to the doctrine, that at the day of judgment, [which Mr. Miller, whom CoL 
Young speakB highly of, believes to oe near at hand,] the ami of the righteons wiU 
be all proclaimed to the assembled world, and that the saints will vie with each 

other in anxiety to confess their most secret and shameful vices and crimes, in order 
that Christ may obtain the greater glory through their pardon for his sake. Though 
less disposed than Mr. £. to mix up politics and religion, I would mention that I 
but anticipate a little his own wishes, according to his own creed, by stating with 
great candor here what he has said and done elsewhere. Many biographies are 
mere puffs and panegyrics, like that which he urged Mr. Hoyt to coax "the Young 
Fatroon" out of, in order to gull the Albany Dutch, and make more plunder to his 
relative, Barker, out of the washiDgtcii and Warren. I am ambitious to be inh 
partial. 

Mr. Butler is known as the reputed author of some of the most violent of Jackson's 
State papers against the bank — as his most steadfast counsellor, (except Kendall), 
in its destruction. Compare this with his conduct in 1834 — ^his petition of ^6— and 
his letter of '84, in my last chapter. How the Ez-Cashier of Jacob Barker snfers 
at the experience of Taney and Gallatin ! '* Uncompromising hostility to the present 
bank,'* exclaims Lorenzo Hoyt. Get the Workies to be up and doing,"* says 
Cambreleng to Jesse. What are they to do when they are up 1 Put down one anti- 
republican bank, and branches— get plunder for our party— and raise other bankf 
of a still more dangerous character, on its ruins ! 

"Mr. Tibbels,'' says Cambreleng to Hoyt, Feb. 1832, "sent me a very good plan 
of a bank." What was it ? Look in the New York papers of that date — they record 
Mr. Tibbets's very good plan," that pleased Mr. Cambrdeng, the pretender to the 
principles of Jackson. 

Mr. Tibbets's plan, which suited C;imbreleng, was for a bank to be located ia 
New York, as " The National Union Bank,'' with a capital of 35 millions, which 
would begin business the moment the charter of the Philadelphia bank over which 
Mr. Biddle presided, had expired. It was to hare branches in each state of the 
Union, with the consent of its legfislature, was not to circulate more Man 35 millions 
of its paper at once, and to have the deposiies, be the pet, keep the public treasure, 
allow three per cent on government deposits, (charging, of course, 6 or 7 for loans,) 
and its notes were to be used in payments to the U. the army, navy, &c. " A 
very good plan of a bank" this, quoth the commercial representative of New York, 
in his secret missive to his brother speculator. Y''el he publicly denounced what he 
secretly desired — and wrote Hoyt soon after •* that it would be well enough to let 

* " Get the W^orkiea to be up and doing." ^V^lat were they to do, Mr. Cambreleng — what was your object? 
To place one million of the public treasure in the Commonwealth Oank, Boston — twelve millions more in 
the Manhatun, Mechanics, and Bank of America, N. V.— two and a half mUlions in the Girard Bank. 
PhUadelphia, (little good it did it}— SS,649,5M in the Planter's Bank, Natchez— f 1.663,744 in a couple of 
Mti at Detroit— «iul nisa ComUig't, Oicott's, Branson's, CrosweU's, Vandeipool*i, Padley^, Msrcjf's, wt> 
i«r*s, Dix's, and Porter's stocks In the Safety Fund Banks created in 1831 and 'St. The new stock awaidsa 
>o tbeso ten men in these years was, at par, worth over $200,000, and at 15 per cent, (the average gains* 
per Marcy). they gaiued S30,0U0 from this speculation alone ! The- waj they got the stock is shewn by a 
tol««r,I>r.MaiweUtoSSoiioAilmi,thttP.M.nt8Mkett'sBwboiir,N.Yndated, ^ 

Albany, January 7, 1833- 

Dmr Judge— Yours just received. There are more applications for Banks this yf ar than ever before, lott 
mmt make out a complete list of directors, officers, dtc. and if obtained you must know now. !t must be a 
JadnoaBank; andtlw Jtatikjuntolnthtaplacok maa»he.aUo«0daliiig«rlatii«ple. Yours truly, 

: • PH. MAXWELL." 

In 1BS3 and tSSi, a part of the ssme men 'got other $900,000 worth, anl etoared thd same profits. It is » 
fact that the denMta m Okott's Bank, Albaair. xaM ita stoiek 50 per cent, above par. The VVorkles, tben, 
were wanted by C. C. to play second flddie to a bsiid of crafty spec iil^rs— and when many of toe 
new made banks were "sucked" by the few. thev Wv>uld be shut up till they had " sucked in'' the many. 
Let D. D. D. be a Bank director, with S5000 stock in such a Bank as •' the City" in Buffalo. Ho borre<rt 
$50,000 for four months— his colleagues borrow in same way— tho bank breaks as they incant it bho*'ja 
each loses his stock, 'tis true, $5000, but he buys the notes of the bank at 15 to 50 cents per doUaii pays his 
•M^ Mil Willi f 11^ ta BikM laOyOM to 



Digitized by CoogL 



OBOAfimO BTDCK-IOBBIIM— CmmcaiLL O. GAMSBLBIG. 

the plan Mr. Tibbets had in view alone for the present let Boston and Portland ask 
Congress for a bank, said he — Neiv York can appear to foiloxo^ '* but on the plan they 
(Tibbets Co.?) propose." If the citizens of litis state do not arise in manly indig- 
nation and put (iou ii the faction I now (iescribc in their own language, tbsir oilBinnl 
apathy will surt'ly provn fatal to their chiKiron s happiness. 

One great object with me, in this publicutiun, is to prevent some of the artful, heart- 
less and intrig'uing speculatofs who usuallv find their way into our great oonventioiis 
for improviniT the constitutions of states, from beinjr chosen to sit in that whicli may 
ass(Mnh!e \\vs.i summer in Albany. 1 therefore mention certain facts many jnoni|Sa 
aliead, not to entrap but to leave room fur the fullest incjuiry.* If I fail in preventing 
sttch men as the^an Barens, Cambreleng, Butler, &c., from being diossa by some 
constituency, I wish in some degree to weaken their evil influence by a reference to the 
deceptions they have practiced. Mr. Butler's statements as to the ability of thr' Wash- 
ington and Warren iiank to redeem its notes were clearly a fraud. It was obtaining 
from die honest ftrmers and mechanics the fruits of their lawful industry for dishonest 
bank paper, under fUse pretences. Success in such schemes has induced him to peis^ 
verc as a politician. My wish is to chanrje the system that impels forward such men 
as him into a dangerous path, and to turn their industry, enertjies and abilities into a 
nobler channel. T regret that I must speak plainly some very disagreeable truths— but 
it is my duty. 

Churchill C Camhrelonfj is a native of the Carolinus, has a brother a lawyer in N., 
Y., and had another who was a lieutenant in the navy. I am told that, in 1813, 
when warned to do militia duties, he raised a plea of bodily infirmities. That het^ared 
^Ihin? for the country, its honor or riirhis, is shown by his course. 

In I31:k Mr. C. was not fouml in the ranks of his gallant countrymen, hut abroad 
seeking gain. That year he sailed for Europe as supercargo of the ship lianiubal, 
which was owned by his friend John Jacob Astor, and obtained a special English pass- 
port, to take out General Moreau to fight for " the holy allies " against freedom etery* 

* Arp credit, and pnper money lucftil ? la it right to take atcay the paper money mthot>.l taking aienv the iebt§ 
tmd obliffation$ contracted in it f If a specie currency is essential to the public Wlllfitre, how shall debts and 9^* 
iifMtunu e»mtr4UUd i»~tlu paper of a tlumand bmiUst bt tfuiUiblg adjtuted (• a jrpccM staikdard J Is the nnra* 
Mnined me of paper as money a fraud source of eiittiiif eTila>~aQd if aoi wktt ie tke faaie^^ If a paper cvt^ 
may la nacaasarjr, oaf ht sot the uatioual promite* to pay have a preforenoe over tfeoM oTIObO privileged cora- 
ptnieeT If intsmtis tobe paM on prooiaaa. why not pay it to tlia nationf If baoki are neeeasary to Is^uc pa- 
per, and am a special fi.«cal auxiliary, (which I do not believe,) would ant ooe bank, mi a democratic basis, he in- 
finitely prct>ruhle to a mnltitude of iostitutions. floodinf theoouatry with tbek tuutable proioiMory notes, and 
tbnn uriitintr in a gefloial baokniptQ^ aiid biiyiiif Up by brokeri^ their own oblifatioiia---eacbd^ aft 10 to SS 
eeat:^ in specjf ? 

The IVamerg of the Un:t>-ii Stiitos Constitiitinn, may be charged with th«! tprril)l(« evil of slarSiy, bvt are Mt 
to blamo for the miwry whicii ui; uanettled paper currency has entailed upon the Union. So far firom dreamiof 
tbat ** the p^eeecal wellare" wooM require a bank wheel, or that Congress u ould l)o compi llcd to «ett a part of 
die aovcreign power over the curreiiey to a private a«M>ciation of stock-jol>l»erK, capitaliate, ftc^ and then five 
them the public puzae as a atoek to trade iiDon, the/ absolutely forbade Congreaa ever to ereate a maoied cor- 
peratioa. and prohibited the States frou cofbiBf moaey o' iaaniiMr hills of credit. 

The ConHtitutinn, howevei', has been set at tloofht— Coagrew hastwie* sold to corporation!* it had no power 
to cro:iiff, the authority to i^Mie its paper as the money of the Stato — ami thf seveXal atat--, tliDu-jh forhiJdon to 
Wsddl" with the currf nrV, continuf to sell to ch irtt-red a-isociatimi"- t-i « j>rivilepe to U*Ui- tin ir jjapor a.« circula- 
titt:^ moiicy. a thiug tiiat even the St.^t^•^ t!^(•ln^e|vcs cannot lawfully do. 

Tile rc.>!ultj of tlu« disregard tor ttie tiiipreaio law of Uie Union ofu e.xpauaions, revulaions depreaaiaai, sa»> 
peDsio;i^ — ntittery aiiil di.>>treM to millions, peviodicalljr, where God, nsture, and the eonstitatioB havebountifidl/ 
provided for pe.-ice and plenty to iil. 

I am uot writing an ei-iny on COrraOCjT— 'bat K Is evident that t^ie i).iper of a tliousand irresjjpnsible aasociationa 
4ha selection by politieiaiis in powor, of aoaia thirty or forty banks, in which to de)>asite. in the aitteaee of « 
treasury, the public revenue— to be by then lent to partis aot ffar land and stock operatiofla or persooal and po> 
litleatgain — and the unnatural forcing of eommorea aad iolaBit f m>ln hallt nn Ihie frail flihrio those ceiialiilj 
are not a finality. We liavo uot yet j.'Ot to the c«! de sac. 

1 w.'iiit tui^liow whit ft- Idf men, like Goveninr .Marry, and ennning mftii itir* M - r8— ilif li tirr B BU S i 

Van Bureu, Bu;^r, Wright, Fiagguud Croswell have done — that " 

•' Ev«n here already patriots learn to Meal 
Their private por<|Ui>itf's from piililie wful, 
And, guardians of the couniry'ii sacred fire, 
Like Afric'k priesti. diey let the flam fbr hire.' 

It fiifrnifies hut little that we pive the people alnrrer share thnn Frruire and Erifjlnnd in the theory of our re- 
present ;it inn, while the n;;il power in tri" hand- of an isrnohle ^.toclt-johhini: oliv'^arrhy, who, by th» ir ability to 
nako their papi'r .shekt^ iiiore or lei's mini rm-, or to miitc to redeem or not reilcoin them — to hire editors, at* 
terneys, yea, Htatesmen ami state Iegi.<-laiur.«, tu puif their deceitful system, can, for a time, make maoufactarea 
BMI real eetnt'^ dear or cheap at will, lo'v-or or raise the value of labor, make xpeculatioBaa extensive as Ufis, and 
tnaafbrm a Jefferaoniaa democracy into a nntion of Kaniasters, nnd our land into one freat f amiaf bonsei, arherS 
•n are fbreed to play, ukUe but few em wnderstand Uu gmme, and still fewer are in a eomditiom fe emnl tJleai- 
telves of their kmnUmfra. The Frenchman, hi 1194, waaeonpeiied to receive the assif nat at par— thn American 
has a wretched inUutiM «f s aafoty \ tlve la the Wall atreet brokerli badt-nole pnoo-curreat, variable as the 
thad or wmmb'S fincj. 
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when. Under bfs manaji^eiMiit, the Huuiibal changed her eolgn^ and he continnri 

abroad trading in her until about the close of the war. On Monday the 7lK of Not. 
1814, the pcUrwlir C. C C, arrived at New York, in the Hannibal, nnder 
Prussian colors, 50 days from iiremeo, with a full cargo of iron and G^l' 
roan goods, consigned to him. Mr. Wm. B. Aetor was hia fellow-passenger.- Mr. 
CauhreleRg turneid commercial oomiiiiaiion broker in New York^-^dded politiea to hb 
avocatitrns, by way of variety, in 1890— stood out for slavery in Missouri, and the 
** peculiar iimtitutions "—and in 1821, brinp without family or incumbrance, offered 
his services to rcpxeaent New York in Congress, declaring, through the National Ad* 
Tocate, April, 1881^''! am oppoaed to slavery, or an extension of slavery, in what* 
ever ^^hape it may appear." Was thia true I Hia Totea in the te^ih of hia pnoeiplea 
are tlie surest answer. 

We have seen that, while openly advocating the destruction of the United Statea 
Bank, and denouncing all national banks as evils, he waa setnretly planning the estab- 
lishment of one, on a gigantic scale — that while, with eonsummntr liypocrisy, he was 
denouncinpT " exclusive pnvilen;es," he was openly strnfjthpninfr that syetom through 
the depusiie or pet banks, and aniicipaling the vast ^^ains ou shares and niaiiagement 
and jobbing to be got out of the new " mammoth *' whose " exclusive privilegea" he' 
and his confederates would have for sale. The, T^iited Stales Bank had 25 branches, 
or banks, associated with it — it desired u> esiablish another, and hesitated between 
Rochester, Oswego, and Bufi&lo. Mr. Cu.u)brulefig was employed to look at the loca- 
tiona— and he did so, and reported, for a fee of $ 1000. 

thus honest farmers of Long Island, and the liberal merchants of New York, 
compare his ou6/tc language with Jiis secret iostrocuons to his needy and corrupt inatro* 
meat, Mr. Hoyt. 

On the 23d of Oet. 1833, Mr. Camhreleog thna^|irrote to M. M. Quadcenhoaa ind 

others : , 

" Tiie veto iif the President on the bill to renew the charter of the Bank of the 
U, S., will be long and gratefully reraembyred by all who feel the necessity of ad- 
hering to constUutiond principle9-^ho deny the wisdom and justice of exchudve privileges 
^ —And who believe it unsafe to arm government with dangerous and unnecessary power." 

Mr. Canibreleng's secret letters to Hoyt, in favor of a national bank, wtth exdustve 
privileges, are dated on the 12th and 14th of February, 1834. Just one month before 
that, in a reply to Mr. McDufRe, which fills six columns of Dwight & Townsend's 
Advertiser, he talks as follows on toother M uk 

'* No eff'ctual reform of the banking and currency of ihh ronntry can take place tilt 
toe abolish our notional bank note drcvdalion. I'hat, sir, is tlie £ist step. The next will 
be the restoration of our gold currency," 

This helped Van Buren to hoodwink Jackson, who waa really sinceire In hia ifeaires 
for a specie currency. His courtiers were the very basest of hypocrites, the most con- 
summate of knaves. In Sept. 1837, Mr. Polk placed Cambreleng at the Invid of the 
diief committee of Congress on Finance. When the bubble burst Van Buren bad the 
xeiiis, and Jadoon wrote from the Hermitage, July 9, 18S7^ 

**Vl)e hiitarjr of tlia world sever has recorded *uch bM« treii«hory and perfidjr aa huliem committed by the 
depoaitotNUikaagidMt dio Govcvmnent, aud purely with th« viow ofKratirying Buldle and AeBarinpi, and by tli« 

suip«n.<ion of itp(H:ie paymrnts, pmhoriaas, and rvtn, if they could, their own eoutttry, for the selfixh of mak* 

ing lar|!o profits h*r tlirowiiii; out inillions of dnpreciatcd pnpnr upon the Ji^ople— «ellinf their sppcie atlar^epre* 
inium», t)uyiii>f up lhi>ir uwu )ia))(<r nt itisooiints DCfrotn 'Jo lo ]>rr rt-iit. aiui now lotAilf IbfWid lO bsll* 
dulled in ihe«s spcculationa for years to come, before they resume specie payment*."* 

Thia waa very course that Butler, Btiker and the party had pursued, 

meant to piirsne, and now steadily follow. The wonder is that the profrssiovs of their 
loader deceived so many of us. Jackson's wish to restrain the vicious, fraudulent 
'bankers jvas noble — ^bnt why did he lemove Mr. Duane, his true and tried friend, 
when the latter advised a thorough enquiry hy a committee of Congress in^ the whole 
banking system, in 1834, with a view to a permanent system of finance, apart from 
all banks? When, in 1837, the banks had got the plunderj^when their mults 
had been emptied by speculators, and no treasure remained, Mr. Van Burcu prt^ 

*Mr. Polk and bit trading eabiaet have selected a corrupt stock-jobber the president of one of tl» very votst 
«r tkeee fradulent inatituiiouf, thus justly coBdemned by Andrew Jackson, as CoUectov of CiwtsoM 9X New T(lri(| 
waA kill (the collector's) hank and other* of tte ' treacherous and perfidious' dapoallortotaf UBS*?, «n edMlf 
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tendei great anxiety for iron treasuries to iiold the specie — but here ajrain ail was hol- 
low. Mr. Hoyt's money, under Mr. Van Buren's direct superintendence, was left at 
the banks kept by Joseph D. Beers and Cornelius W. Lawrence — the specie claiifie was 
only talked of, to pleastv*' the Workies," and such men as Col. Young^, till after the 
election '. Mr. Hoyt did not dream of enforcing it for a sint^le day. The relative posi- 
tions of Hoyt, the V an Burens, and other pretended i^^ecie advocates, I have alreadjr 
shown. Mr. Dnane^a coarse rdative to the great questioo of finance on whicii lis was 
called to pronounci a judgment, as s- i;iry of the treasury, was beyond all praise. 
' His reasons were pdwerful — his views or" the future correct — his referenrrs to the past 
full of warning, lluw much was lost to the country when Jackson turned from the 
oottaaela of this truly great and inoorruptible stati^man, to follow the inteieated advioe 
of a corrupt Van Buren and his able and artful confcdcnvte, .\mos Kendall, so as to be- 
come " th ' in TO purveyor of huriirry and discord:'-n' fif^tinns !" Give me the kev of the 
Treasury, said Jackson^ and the Huswian embassy shaii be your rich reward. ]\ot for 
sadi a purpose, was the teplj, hut you seize it by roiee. It was so done, and 
Duane*s too servile successor sits in the centre seat of the bench of jastioe, in the So* 
preme Court of the Union. 

Although Mr. Duane refused tu w Russia, the too complaisant Camhreleng, in doe 
time^took that $ 18,000 pilars trip, which may be considered an improTementon the 
English " €hilteni Hundreds 

Let OS select one or two extracts from his speech of Jan. 14, 1834. 

r 

"Of nil the cnrrcnriM that were ftver contrived l>y man, the most vicious iti pnndpl*, the most cnlamitous Jti 
iti f-lfi'cl.s upon triiili'. thf luoit (letriiiiciiial to the {>iiM:c illIl•r^•^t. and tUc iiiost iiiis:ife, an itrcKpei-th Of.- jiriM rva- 
tiuu ot a metuliic curroucy, is that wliicli is founded on the credit uf a uatiouai bank, uotocly conaoct«d with cbo 
f oancea ol'a ;or«fMMM, b«t iiko ours, ir iolv«d la dl the flactUiOiuMvf eveiy iqp«eiM «f «iMUB«nU<ndlt Md 
dealiiif in Ui«a Ufioii a uatioMat scale." 

<* It w • oomnson opiahia. too, ttiat • aiuionnl bank frevent* the inulti|rticatioB of State baaks. It tatty be so, 
•ir : but if it K it *» futniff lo prind^ls, and tu llm country aod in EiiKtaad coMndiclad by Mperience. It is 
true that immeJiately u|M>n • difeolntien of s iMtio«al bank, ibere will be. at tbe tentlenaiillivm Peuoaylvaaia 
basehowii. hu u[iii>u,il ninntiRr of ap|){icatinns forJ^uttr* iiisiiiutiOTi.<; : Init tn n loiiir -ifvrifi.s of yt^ars. thn tendency of 
a aatioii;tl liimk uoti; ciirreiicy is mure p'j»v(;rrul lluiu ull our local circuUtioiis, in coii>t iiitly iiiiprllia^ trade, bank- 
ing, and I V r- M ofcri'dit imd speculation beyuud ilio«e prud' nt limits, wliicli, witliout tliu agency of sucU 
ma iustittuiwu, wotild usually be preacrtbed by the aauual aad steady accumulation of the capital of the country." 

He concluded by eayinof — ** do not entail upon posterity the calamities of a natrnnnl 
bank note currency, and lay the foimdation, of another revolution in . your govern- 
ment.*' 

Go back now, read onoe more his letters to^ Hoyt,— despise, and bare done with 

him. 

Mr. George M. Dallas's father was a very corrupt politician. He was one of the 
pillars of. the system of doing; the treasury business through a national bank. His son, 
too, was a warm advocate of the 35 million charter of 1816/ In Feb., 1617/ he 
was appointed attorney to the U. S. Bank ; and in 1844, named by the veteran well 
drilled actors of the rf''/;WrfTf?Vr Baltimore Convention, for Vice President of the Union. 
Mr. R. J. Walker, a great man m the Jackson ranks, and Mr. Polk's secretary of the 
tT»asury, is said to have grot a new liffht in 1843, and written to« firieiid from Natebex, 
in favor of a third U. S. Bank! When he accepted the office of U S. Senator for 
Mississippi, he issued a declaration in this form — *' 1 am aiiainst the whole paper sys- 
tem ; against it as destructive to morals, dangerous to the litierties, and ruinous to the 
true interests of the American people— the very fonndation of banking institutitfms in 
based upon fraud and fiction.*' 

Silas Wriirht, Governor of New York, is fifty years of age, a native of Vermont, 
and a resident of St. Lawrence County. Lorensw Hoyt was long law agent to Mr. 
» Wright, (who is by profession a lawy9r,) and his brother Jesse has loni; been his coad- 
jutpr'and intimate fnend. Well knowing his habits and circumstances, Mr. Wrij^ht 
was a stroti? advocate for jjivinq: liim the control of the Custom House. In 1824, Mr. 
Wriirht, in the Senate, voted with Jasper Ward, A. C. Fla^g and the Van Buren 
party, to turn Do Witt Clinton out of the office of Canal Commissioner, though he Sat 
there without salary, was the soul of the eanal project, and Wright's party had the other 
coinniissioners on ilieirsidc. It is nece-'sary to read Mr. Butler's private letters to com- 
prehend ihr* i=!pite the faction felt in life towards Clinton, whom in death they all but deified. 
As Goveruur, Mr. Clinton originated the plan of iwising the ststotes^mtny real i»- 

Kvemeats in the law pracUoe are of his suggestion — and, agreeing with Brougham, 
itfaim, AomiUy, sod the gfMt iav mlhoriliM of Bnglandi that « dear, preobe oodo 
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of law, for civil aod criminal inallera, as woU as uniformity of procedare in the (ouits, 
would be a precious boon to a Iree people, he urged it on the legislature in his miissagn 

' of V an Buren and Butler, likinj; the confusion of feudal precedents called Corn- 

mon Law belter, nothinf^ was done. Mr. Wrio;lit wa.s fur ?Ac bank and Crawford and fot 
Jackson, and the politiml jicts in turn — then lor the' suh-trpasury. In IH.'M, *' he was 
wholly unmoved by the abruib ihui had been sounded as to the insecurity of the depositn 
lianks" — in 1837 he was moved somewhat, and aided in sendinir Jesse Hoyi into the 
modern Grecian temple on Wjili street, as high-priest of the grand f^nh-trcasurv of the 
Union, in Lawrence'sand Beers's banks. He was a delp*rale to th' H Hnmcr Conven- 
tion of Sept. 8, 1829, where 'I'heron Rudd, Aaron Hackiey. N. G arrow, John W. YA- 
taoiub,R.H. Gillet, ^c, nominated Enos T. Throop fcr governor, and has had pity oo 
Mr. Butler *8 paup^ proteg^, and placed him. on the bench. In 1828, he aided at Her- 
kimer in nominal in'T Van Buren as govei-nor. He is of the section of Van Buren 's fol- 
lowers who are for a high tariif. He introduced into the House of Representatives the 
tariff of 18SS8. I liked fats vote for John C. Spencer as United States Judge, because 
the real objection to him was his hatred of slavery. Proscription by slave owners, 
whose ignorant negroes are counted in ihp fedt^ral representation, in the teeth of the 

, declpatioo of i^dependence, and in mockery of all representative government, which 
is either^ £iunded on intelligence or useless, 1 do not like. Their weight in Congress 
was against cheap postage, too, although even the whites in the soirth comprise the 
great majority of that 500,000 of 20 yenrs and upwards who cannot read their A. B. C. 
nor write their names.' I would neither proscribe John C. Calhoun nor John C. Spen- 
cer— nor -did I like the result which placed a very inferior person in Smith Thompson's 
seat. Though opposed to Texas, if with slavery, Mr. Wright was warm finr Polk as 
president, who would not have Texas unless filled with men and women in perpetual 
bondage. In Jan. 1824 he was sent to the Senate pledged to give the people the direct 
election of electors of president, but to serve a faction he moved to stave off the ques- 
tion till Nov. Like Mr. Butler he wished to avoid Samuel Young as a candidate for 
Governor. He is rrood humored^ Able and shrewd— and the eempanjf he hups will tett 
his country what he is, 

• Extract of a letter, Lorenaio Hoyt, at Albany, to his brother Jesse, at New York- 
dated Feb*9c. 38, 1834.—*' How are the democrats ih New York pleased with the move- 
metiTp :i? Washington ^ Docs not Cnlhoiins !>oJtin<r in favor of Jacksnn AUGUR 
BAD, masTnuch as Jackson mat/, and 1 apprehend WILL, BOLT in favor of Adams J 
If things take that course, and Clay's friends will not yield to Crawford, 1 fear that 
Adams will be tlie strongest man. However, I strongly believe that Clay's friends in 
this State will, necessary, abandon him, and east their weight into the scwe of Ciaw* 
&id,"&c. • 



CHAPTER XXV. , 

Oronehus W. Lawrence — his political career— on both sides on the Bank— for Van Buren 
— for the Sub-treasury— for Texeu — Mayor , M. C, Bank President^ Chatnberlain and 
Collector of Custom at N, Y, 

Cornelius W. Lawrence was a direetor of the United Sta'es Bank branch in New 
York in 1837. In 1834, he was as much a " bank man" as in- 1827, but ho had hj 
this time got a hint how his personal interests might be a^<ranced by voting with J. K. 
Polk in Congress against the Bank. He iH l so, and for the distribution of the publie 
treasure to favorite State banks— then went hon#— had ''or hi? shnre a two million char^ 
ter in 1830, with two millions capital, and two millions ot dollars of \he national trea- 
sure put into it, but not at interest. He himself, with Morgan L. Suath, and other 
"trusty cronies," were the commissioners to " distribute said capital stock." If the 
confederates irot on thrir stock the profit ealcniated by Mr. Marcv, viz., 15 per cent, 
it would make, on 20,000 shares at $ 100, $300,000. All the stock was paid in by 
the shareholders, in gold and silver, the U. S. Treasury gave them other two millions 
for jsafe keeping, and nine months from the day it opened its doors, to wit. In May, 
1837, it shut them nrrain, refused to pay its debts either to people or government, In 
]awful.money, speculated with its* funds, and if I would say that it didn't, or thirt its 
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directors didn't, bay up its own (^o^irorinted paper at a discount who would believe me? 
Those who know Mr. Lawreni^e's pure disinterestednesB, and who can credit the asser* ^ 
tion that there was no bargain io 1834 to give him, for a pet bank to be started in 1836, 
sixty tons of fforemment spt^cie or jts equivalent, bat that he voted (as he says he did) 
contrary to his c(^n?(Mpn( * , from conscientious motives, may do «o. On the 2Cth of Jan'y 
1834, he wrote his fnead Hoyt of his fears that those he was acting with were ui^ 
* too far against a national bank." On the Slst of same month, it was his opinion ' that 
» natioiial bank would be ofleftd to thQ goferamMit and Mnntry/' under proper reetrto- 
tions, of course. 

On the 18th of Dec'r 1833, Mr. Binney presented the memorial of the U. S, Bank, 
stating that for one and a half millions paid to the government, and other consi- 
derations, the bank was to be the U. S. Treasury during its term, and com])Iaining tha^ 
the public monies had been wrested from it and given to pets thro' tli Union, who 
had paid nothing at all. Mr. Polk moved that it should fro to his committee, known to 
be unfavorable, and Lawrence and Cambreleng voted with Polk. — Mr. Seiden, Law- 
rence's colleague, on 3d Feb. '34, presented a memorial from New York, praying the 
renewal of the Bank charter, and the restoration of the deposites. Si Iden moved its 
reference to a select committee, who could hear reasons and report. Lawrenco voted 
with Polk, C. P. White, Giilet, and Vanderpool, to give it its quietus in his (i^oik'sV 
oommittee. On the 17th of March, a highly reepeetable memoriai from Boet^n was of> 
fcrcd for the Bank. Mr. Gorhara moved to print it icilh fhc names, Mr. Polk said he 
was willing- to print th<' memorial, bnt wished to pnpprnsj^ the names of the signers ! 
Wot once, and once only, Lawrence left his mentor, and voted with John Uuincy Adams 
to print ^e whole. On the 4th of April it was put to vote, ought the U. S. Bank to 
be re-chartered? ' Lawrence, Cambreleng}:, Polk, and Yanderpool voted No. C. P. 
White and Seiden did not vote. Next, the resolve was put that the df^posites ought 
not to go back to the Bank. Lawrence, Polk, Gillet, J. Y. Mason, and Cambreleng 
were ayes. B. Seiden, £. Everett, Greo. MeDnffie, and J. Q. Adame were noes, and 
they were right. Campbell P. White kept below the bar. Then came the home vote, 
ResolVed that the State banks ought to be continued as places of depositc for the public 
money : and Polk, Lawrence, Yanderpool, Cave Johnson, Cambreleng, Cramer, and S. 
Bearod^ were ayes. Seiden, J. Q. Aduns, Lineoln, E. Everett recorded their names 
agahwttiiis great injustice. 0. P. White kept out of the way. It was next proposed 
to appoint a committee to inspect the bank books, see who had got its favors, and find 
wiiether it bad violated its charter. Seiden vot^d for enquiry, C. P. White and Law- 
xenee w^re absent, Cambreleng said yea, and the eom. was organned. On many other . 
important questions, Mr. Lavrrence, in some 50 or 60 days, never gave a vote. His pay 
was drawn, I-presnme, 1| 8 per day, as if he had done his duty, by bcinp;^ present. 

Cornelius W. Lawrence, it is said, was bred to farming work, and is of a Long 
bland quaker family. He and his brothers Joseph and Rwhard M. wegre New Yorfc 
auctioneers, and made money in the house of Hicks, Lawrence & Co., retiring before 
it became bankrupt in 1837. Their brother Richard was, I understand, mr^de a bank- 
rupt, but his wife, (Jacob Drake s daughter,) has a little fortune of $60,000 which his 
eradifom would mias. Comelins is an old man, of large size, and very fond of eham^ 
paign. Hia first wife was a rich sister of David M. Pndl. On Feb. 15, 1819, he was 
m:trried again, to Rachel Ann Hicks, a daughter of his partner the auctioneer (now not 
wealthy.) He has been a great speculator in Bank stock and cotton, and I am told that 
his son voted last election for Mr. Clay. Mr. L. has been twice or ihriee MxfK of 
New York — been member of Congress ( 183'2, '3, *4)<->gotthe two million bank in Wall 
street in 1836, the presideney of which, to save appearances, he has handed over to his 
brother* Joseph, together with the city cbamberlainship, when he (Coraelius) got pos- 
session of the oollectoiship of New York— it being oonTeoient to hold as many Ineratlre 
plaoes^aa possible ia one nmiiy. Joseph is, I behere, of the firm of Lawieaoe,,Triak- 



* A» matters row ttaod, S«cr<;tary Walker, having a right iiDdentMdInf whh IVtr.Polk, dcisignates the treasu 
tf tauka. Tbe Colleotor of N. Y. beki; iolbrMwl on tb« Mbitect. Mr. L. JC, owiof |30y000 diuim, pajnUilo 
fa caolii goes lo Ijawrenee'i bank, or the 4me iiMNt Aiondly to him, and gota a nolo diaoowited to cover ihet torn, 
writes a check tbr tlio $30,000, which the teller imrka **food," and L. M. pajrs it at the CtUtaier'a desk, in Aill of hia 
duties. The Collectcr sends the chock to the baok as cash— 4he bank charires the merehaat 7 per rent interest, 
and gets it. too, in advance, but pays none to thi» ijovL'rniiieiit, thoujfh it crcfliis tIm T' S. Tn i n^ r ultU thi film 
aiQuunt. Thus, without trouble, without advauciug oue cent, or running any risk, tlic hmk gets |p:i5, ^aa 90 daya 
iater«»( ) How like this i« to Huti'^r's |300 eottBiel foe frooi s defondaBi, OT fWiOOO lair chttgs teaMlioa«a 
hewda kttowo tobe atteri)* wortblesa! 
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Ue dl Co., a largre commiBrioii home, and nmried an bcitMSi m danglrttr «f 

Townshend. 

In .Tn!v, ISiiO, Sam'l Swartwout presided one day at a ^rpat Texan dinner in this 
city — Guv'r Hamilton, of S. C, Gen'l Kipley, Mi. CaUiuun s brotheii Mr. LawrencA| 
and maiiy other ** fHeada of the Texan eanae,** weratheie. A ohsiacter for ftwndship 
tQ Tpxan annotation and an increase of tiio slave })o\ver in Congrett, is useful to tfaoie 
who woulri f:]| lucrntive offices in the gihof the fedeial governmentl Anti-Slafti; de- 
mocrats must look to Albany. 

As a speculator in Bank otock, Collector Lawrence vas always a follower ef Van 
Buren. He followed hie lead in the U. 9. Bank war-^got paid — was one of the signers 
of the N. Y. com. of citizens at Tammany, "v\ho took sides with Van Buren when tliP 
Senate rejected him as minister to London — was one of the Stale electors of Presideirt 
when Van Bureu was nominated in '^G — John B. made him " run like the cholera,"' 
as mayor, with the help of IMarcy and the six million message of 1834. On the 95th 
Sept. 1813, the *' conservative" C. W. L. was one of Van Buren's Sub Treasury Vice 
Presidents for tlie (ith ward at tlie iireal meeting in the Park — and will be ready to aid 
the initiated in any scheme tu raise more stocks for speculation, slate or national, by 
which ^' the Alhsiny Dutch" may be eased, aoeording to law, of their spare dollars. 
When the Glentwonh papers were seized, Mr. Butler addmaed netea to the select, 
•* Varian, Lawrpiifo, Bowne, and Allen, to meet him on business of great importance." 
These, with Hoyt, Moms, aud Stephenson were trusted with the great secret— and 
when it was told about that Lawrenee, Fiah, and Alley had said it was all a loax» Mr.« 
Br;pant in the Post, gravely contradicted the error, by authority. Bitchie said in the 
Umon, that " no appointment could be made more satisfuctory to the democracy of all 
classes than Mr. Lawrence," and the Albany Atlas set lorth his mtegriiy and great 

F3rsonal worth." Mr. Lawrence Informed iiM public, thro' Mr. Sulliyan'a Moiming 
ost, of his aoceplanee. he havinir heen ** Toluntarily selected by the President, from 
his acquaintance with him as fellow democrats (!!.') in Congress.'' The Kveninn- Post 
responded, using the words — " integrity," *' character," ** confidence oi the pany," 
and so forth. • 

William Leggett, iu page 608 of vol. 1st of his Plaindealer, ask*, " Who made C. 
W. Lawrence, and Gideon Lee, and Geortf. Strong, and Walter ^owne, Presidents 
of Banks? Were they aj)pointed solely iu relerence to their ability tu financial transac- 
tions—or was tlie ollice given to them us a rowanl for ^ariy services and sacrifices t*^ 
We have too long submitted to a system of banking rounded -on political capital, instead, 
of money capital. We protest acxainst the creation of exdunye prilriiiges for the poi^ 
pose of pnving these men for their political .'services." 

I Mr. Lawrence's character, and the recomiuendatiuns to office already quoted, are evi- 
draee thai he will make that vast and costly machine, the Custom House, serve ^^P"''' 
poneaof Iheknot of politicsd speculators with whom he is connected. Prosper M. Whet- 
more is his most intimate adviser, and a moxt siiitahh' onf. On the 24ih of Bee. 1^34, 
C, W. Lawrence, R. Rilcer, John L. Grabam. and George D. Stroiig, wrote to Jobii 1. 
MorgaD and others, Washington, (the foil election being ovrsr), desiring an inspedorsbip 
for Abraham Le Foy, because of *'1rs assiduity and etTi^^ient influence as a member of 
the dnmofrati<- fmiilv. ' It would, they add be ** a liiavoi to oaraelvea." Give hiw 
$ 10^5 said Swartwuut, aud it was doue. 



CHAPTER XXTI. 



^ Govern&r Marcifs Letters— on his Pantahons — Aw War Services— hts Election — fhe V» 
S. Bimk—thc Nullifiers—the Eledions of and '35. 5. D. Ingham on Cla^ai^ 
AjUi-nuJsonry . Flagg on Politics. ' " , 

^ Senator Maicy to Mr. Jeese Hoyt, New York. 

[Private.] Alhany, 16th Oct., 1B33. 

My Dear Sir — Your letter of Monday evening 1 received this moiping, and with U » 
bre**ie from the South, that gives S4ime of our folks a rhill. 
The opposition pretend to have certain information that Ritner ia elected* 
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Though we do not yetyidi to tfck Mirf,iliE i>eiwlMi owrtMawt thai its ww yB»» 

day of Wolfe's Election. 

^5 /o /^^ Pantaloons affair * perhaps I am not tho yipraon best (}ual!fied to advise. 

Though ilie charge was right in itself, yet it must be xugaxded as <m unfortunate one^ i 
hecMMe 96 easily tmned ioto riiUcuU* 

I showed your production to J'lagg — ^he thought it very well, but seemed to think it 
was a little too fonofl. The eaamy will hare their laugh, but I hope it will not do 
much mischiefl 

The true explanadea is simply this^ 

When Comptroller, I had alway^^ made tntf On lumping chaxges, beeaase I was satis- 
fied niany frauds ajjainst the J^tnto had been perpetrated l>y them. 



Cnreui^. I kept a pattieolar aoeoont of them whiefa was handed to the COTiptrolter. 

While on this onsiBeaa some work was done on Pantsloons, for which the Tailor 
charo-ed Fifty cents; it was f^ntcred on the ac(X)unt, and went in^ the Comptroller's 
hands without a particular retiectiun how it would appear in print* 
J fejored no danger for I knew no sin. 
I can not advise how it is best to treat the it^itet. 

The article in the Arfry^, hradptl, " A very grave affair,^'' is prrhnps as full an ex- 
planation as the transaction will admit of. nut it will be well to connect it, if much 
must be said on it, with tlie great frauds and peculations of Holley, Van Tu^l, John Y. 
N. Tates— (who I beliere for love of me writes many of the scurnlous articles in oar 
papers,) in appropriating: about $800 of Prdtilt rs' License Fees, &c. &c. 

Now as to -mi/ War Services j (a more agreeable subject,) 1 was out two campaig'ns— 
in 181:^ uu the northern frontier — belonged to the party which took from the enemy at 
8t* Regis the first stand of oolors tsken in the. isle war, on land, and the first prisoners 
(about 40 in number.) 

These prisoners were in a house built of square timber. I personally headed the 
party that took«them— myself broke open the house, entered it, and took from the hands' 
of the soldiefs tiieir arms, dse. 

I eare not how much this matter is handledi bat rather they would let my pantalootM 
«bile. I return yoor remarks. Yous, Ae. W. L. MABCY. 



My Dear SiR-^Yours of yesterday is received. Before it came to hand 1 had de- 
termined to wtite to you in oraer to relieve the gloom which my former letter was cal- 
culated to i-A^t ov^r yonr mind. Information received since writing to you has con- 
siderably raised my hopes. V. Burcfi writes from the irifrcted District that we shall 
gain there as much afe we can lose in the other parts of the State. That we shall gain 
[speaking with reference to the last Governor's Election) I do not doubt— but the extent 
of that gain cannot to be conjectnted. I think it will be 3000 in the 8th District — ^and 
about 2000 in the 6th. Our recent news from Washington County is very fialtering^. 
Thfi FACTIONS there do not coalesce. There is a reasonable hope that we shall be 
better olf by 1000 votes than has been calculated. The proceedings in Westchester 
have dissipated the gloom that hung over that countv. We understand that both the 
Ward and Hunter parties will support our Electoral Ticket and State candidates. The 
charter election here has nerved our friends, and inspired a determination to meet efforts 
by efforts. Upon the whole our affairs look pretty well, and success is in our own 
hsads, bnt we must labonc to keep it. I fear more for yon in N. T. than' any other 
plaee. . Your vigijanoe and vigorous efforts can alone save you fiom a disappointment. 
Davis's calculation in yesterday's C. & En. is, in many particulars, very wild. T have 
run over that calculatiou and made a note of deductions and additions, which I think 

* Governor Marcjr's uneaainesi at tb« joke about his patched hrpc-chec and barber's bill— the Ar^ns article — 
Sojrt's essay — Flagrf's opinion fravely token — and the sarniises ujtriiitiiit Mr. Yates, are proofs of the power of the 
press to awe ofnciui nir;ii — if tht! press wore but honest, and the pcoplu posttes^ed of intelligence and wisdom 
enough to SCO th*! importaiir.o of upboldini; on editor nbl*» to rise above ihn tranimcls of party. Mr. Mafcjr's 
pTTiivt s about his W ir Sorvicps, seem to h IV I In f n i n i i by hinueli lii-. other leitcr^ in this chapter slMnr 
his views as to the eluciioo — the importaat puaiiiou of lloyi as the eoafidential iastrtunent of the party at If. 
and the temper of the iDM. llilM WHwy*«NidI1agC'sMiM%latNMlB. l7iid«ra1iMirqnt«Bbpstk*«M<hi|y 
ir«ald ksv* bMB iMtMr a«b 




expenses in holding the Special 



Judge Marcjf to Mr* Jesse Majfti tU New- York. 



Albany, 4th Oct., 1832. 
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W. JL. AlAm^ir's LST^BBS TO JSSS£ HOYT. 

# 

mty be reasonably be depended on^lrf which I vary the resalts. About 20,000 aj>rtttjf 
-matenal varicUion. T f!n not whh »t oxlnhitpd, Tndoed 1 believe it is rather an idle 
iployment to be making eatuuates. I'he be&i rule is to do the work and seelhi resuk* 

I aaif with great lesoeet, youn, 

, W. L. MARCY 



Senator Marc^ to Jesse Hoyt, E»q»^ New- York, 

Washington, 3d June [1832 ] 

My t): ar Sir— I have been shamefully negligent of my promise to you in rel^on 
to the result of the interview with my Albany friends. 1 hoped to be able lo convince 
them that it was tt^pht and proper for me to inhere to the oeCermination which LJM 
Gonunonicated to Croswell ; but I failed in doing so. They convinced me t^af^ere 
were more difficulties attending the selection of a proper candidate than had pn, °ntr,d 
themselves to me. The result was that I am not to persist in declining now but ata to 
be far ohne if it can be done— aa I think it may withent injury to the party. 

It would seem to imply (if it cannot be) that I am a mighty consequential feBov> 
YoTi or rmy body else may ihink so if you will, but I do not. 

/ Webb hoM nol modified and puhliilted your article;^, iSo long time has now elapsed, and 
/the l^ver of those who called Ibr me to come out has w> much aufaaided, that probaUf 
V nothing more will be aaid by him. How stand affairs in N. T. 1 
^ Tliere is a great effort making we learn by the manufacturing interest to get up an 
excitement on the TarifT— our friends from Albany and elsewhere thought it would not 
succeed. Bodies of manufacturers are flocking in here, and they appear about AS 
CRAZY AS THE NULLIFIERS-^I think the extremes wUl unite and defeat aU at- 
te'mpta at coihptomiae. Youie, &c., 

W. L. MAECY. 

^^^^^ 

Smaltfr Marcy to Jl^, Jeste Etyt, 

WASHieraTONt Saturday. ' 

Dear Sir— I have this mominff received a note from Webb/ and 1 learn from the 

^tenor of it that you had written to him on the subject which engaged us in two or three 
conversations. I find that our opinions of him were perfectly correct. Attacked as he 
is on ail sides he is willing to attend to otliers as well as himself. I hnd my intnnation 
to you ia wdl founded that Bennett bad been too sanguine in the matter referred to aad 
bad understood from me more than I intended to coifrey. Webb has undoubtedly every 
disposition to put things right and he ought to be permitted to do so tn a certain extent 
in his own way— I have had full o^versations with you and from them vou can make to 
him sddi suggestiona aa will apprise him of my views. He may think t o\i^t to write 
to him — and so I should perhaps— but I have two rcasona for not doing so— 'the one is 
that if I should go over the whole matter as I did with von in ponA-rrsntfnn it uonW 
make a prodigiously long ictter, and I am too much engaged to aJford ilie'iime to write 
't, but the second is I have declined to write to alt Editors on the subject (except one 
which I explained to voo.) Thia reaeluiion was early taken to preserve my portion— 
to kerp silent. He will appreciate my motives and I hope approve of %he cottiae. . . 
[The ddle— ^signature— and a few \fords of the conclusion, torn off.] 



PRIVATK.' To the same. Alb'y, 1 Ost '88. 

My Dear Sir : — I did not receive vour letter of Thursday lili last evening. I hasten 
.t> reply to it-^thoufrh the answer will ^ve you no pleasure. 

I think our chance of success doubtful. • ' • 

Although others are full of courage, I am not. I have looked crilicaUj over the 
State, and have cume to ihe conclusion \,\vdi probably we shall be beat. -^^ 

I would not say this to you were I not pdnectly confident that it will remain a ff^ 
famd tecret. 

All reports from New York are that we shall do better than you repfeseot; yet ^ 
have distrosted them. • 
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The U. S. Bank is in the field, and I cannot but fear the effect of 50 or 100 thousand 
4ollaiB expended in oonduetinfr the election in tnch n dty as New Yoric. I htfv^ €!!!^ 
•confidence in the honesty of the people, but it will not withstand all teoiplationa.'' TsB 

CORRrPTION OF SOME LEADS TO THE DECEPTION OF MANV. 

You ought to iuuk to the Upper Wards. I fear you will find defectiooa among the 
ietive eleetioneeten. . * 

Thoug:h I speak so discouragino^ly of the result, I do not doubt, if money ooold be 
kept oat of use, we ahould beat them. Bat it will not. Yet great effi>rta withont mo- 
ney may save us. . 

I hope those eflRnta will be made in New Tedc. 

If I thought N. Y. would do as othen aay it will, I ahonld nay the dianoe ia in oni 

fiivour, but I feared such a n snh as vou predict. 

Mj^vice is— don't Bet VOUR MONEY, BUT SPEND IT, as far as you legally 
csn, toMOMOTB THE BLBCTiOH. We aio all determined to deserve sneoess, and do not 
4efluair%f getting it. Toma ainoeiely, 

W.L.MARCY 

J. ^oyt, Esq. 



Mm, S. JD. InghmAt See^y 4^ the T^reatury, WMngton, to Mr. Jeite Hoyt, N, York, 

WASHiNfiTov, lOth Not, 1839, 
Dear Sir, — thank you for the information \i\ your letter of the 8th. 
Tins Election, together with (hat of Pa., must kill Anti-masonry. 
They will not again raise that flag tit the nation, and scarcely in a State. 
It will l)c flriveii back into a few counties — but Mr. Cl;iy is also done ; Iiowccer 
firspcra/r/ff h^: may fii^^il in a forlorn hope, that is not the eharacter his Jriends, 
They cauuot again be brought up lo the charge. 

Youfs witfi gxeajt mpect, S. p, INGMAM. 



Comptroller Fla^g lo Mr. Jesse Ifoyt. 

ALBANT,.MaieK9e, 1838. 

Dear Sir, — You will have seen the proceedings of the CouTcntion, and will, I 
doubt not, be gratified with the gonrrnl results. IJowne had bcrni the prominent man 
for a State delegate before the N. Y. delegation arrived, and a majority of the dele- 
gation agreeing upon him, it settled that matter at onee. Your city dele^tion was • 
kei^tback until nearly the hour of the mectini: of the Convention— and Seldcn and a 
few raischievous spirits amono- your members, of the House, induced your delegation to 
believe that some contrivances adverse to the city were agreed upon here, aud that they 
would have delegates forced upon them who woald not be agreeable to them — ana • 
Selden did all in his ])u\\ cr to throw the Convention into ci^tifuston. He was mistaken 

in his men, and only made him^^elf appenr factious atn! foolish. • 

The stroug vote of the Convention rebuked the factionists, and all things went off with 
tiie moat entire unanimity, both in the Committees and the Convention. 

The delegates to Baltimore I have no doubt form a unit in regard to any measure to 
promote the interests of Mr. V. B. md tlie Old llcro. 

The political afiairs of this State never looked fairer — there is some diversity of 
opinion as to a candidate for Gov., which will be settled at the Herkimer Convention^ 
and the names of Jackson and ¥an Bnren will ^t a triumphant vote and bear down aD 
fmpoailaon. xonn truly » 

A.C.FLAGG. . 



(Mr Matty to Jeue Hoytj Esq.^ N. K. 
Pfioatt, Albany, 26th Jan'T, 1^35. 

My Dear Sir — ^I received your letter this morninjr on the subject of L. M. M. It 
is proper that Mr. M. and all other office holders in N. Y. whose feelings or whose 
oondoethaa gone with the.Wt^ should be fully apprised of my situation in relation tii 
their appointments, and that they should ]>e made sensible that they have eontiibat^ lo 
bring about a state of thinfr^ which prevent me from doino towards them as I have done 
heretofore and should under other circumstances do now. The prioapal auctioneen 

1ft 
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Merdiaats— -they aided in giving success to our opponents in the Common Council— 
they countenanced and some practised the proscriplive policy of tliat body — turned 
away their clerks, carmen, &c. — upheld the course pursued by the Wig jpapers — and 
cbeend on the GonuiiOD Connq^ in tioeeping the dedu of aH otir polhioBl mendk Tie 
Ter^^ men who have been pnwnhed in N. V., with the expnwfld or imi^ied appvobt- 
tion of those who wish reappointments, now surround me in great numherx, asking the 
places and commissions of the proscribers. What shall I say — what ought I to say ta 
these applicants? Shall I send these victims of proscription, and victims of the fonic, 
home, empty handed, to beg employment of those who have dejfiived Uitai of it, aad 
give commissions to those who are the authors or €ven the silent approvers of the 
course pursued by the Common Council and the fanxc makers f If I had but one hour 
of official life to live I ahouhi consider it my solemn duty to employ it diligently in 
protectiner my poUtieal fliends from persecution. My friends iti N. Y. ought to look at 
both sides ©f this question before ili v advise a course of liberality wbich would hs 
injustice to friends andi as past experience shows, returned wkh ingraiUudc. 

Yoiirs, &c., W. L. MARCY. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

J^addeus Pheffn and tkt Free Bafik schnne. His private fffort. Gallatin on Repeal. 
Leggctt on Marcy. LeUers^ Marcy^ Flaggy Cuttings and G L- Livingston to Jesse 
£. Livingston. MesMoge torUmg, 

t 

The facts stated in my diapters on stocks and hanking will have shown the reader 

that much of the anxiety displayed by knavish politicians, brokers, congress-men, 
bankers, governors. Judges, &c., for national banks one day, and for. state banks 
another— this time to*inave one set of men puL forward — t' other time a different set, is, 
in the milia, caused by the vast gains made by getting hold of fancy stocks,' puffing this 
this w6ek and that the next— or beptaising one thin? that you may get another, as Van 
Buren did k/trd money, which served as a pretext for his hungry legions hf officials to 
keep a few nuilions oi soft money not their own— altogcthfr, \ 

On the eve of the election of 1836, Mr. Hoyt, \vith Uie secret promise of the mernon 
(^the Custom House, should his captain gain tbe day, was indefatigable. All sorts of 
propoc:rt]s were got up to pltMsp all softs of people — and among otbers it was siijrgested 
that banking ought to be uni^irained. The knowing ones knew that the chartered 
tnaiks would probably soon g^y the board, and they were for securing a fred^ hatch of 
• charters,' for salelieforc tbe general break up. 

By reference to the N. Y. Evi-nintr Pnst of 19th Sept.. imn, it will be seen— that on 
the 25th of April that year, Thaddeus Phelps, D. B. Tallmadge, Saul Alley, W. B. 
'Lawrence, Stephen Allen and Jesse Hoyt were appointed a Committee to obtain a 
change in the banking 83^tem by a repeal of the law eonfininp tbe stock .and scnp 
bankinn; craft to incorporated associations. Tbeir first pi/hlic rr ju : i is dated 12th Sept., 
(Hoyt Secretary) ; they there state that " a portion of tbem" went up to Albany when 
appointed, and attempted to get repeal^ but could not — and they go on with a tedious 
jtzgon about tyranny, freedom, naked deformity, &c., trying to make it appear that 
they had been unwearied in tbeir efforts at undoing what Mr. Van Buren and his 
iriends had so lontr made tbeir money by— tbe monoi)oly of banking — so that eveiy 
sovereign in the Union might is^ue his currency, and be a banker. 

To me, a far greats curiosity is the above eimimittee's first privats ripor^ 
addressed A^U S9th, 1836, by Thaddeus Phelps to his precious ootnrade, Hoylr-aM 
here it is : 



Mr. Thaddeus Phelps, at Albany, to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 
Dear Hoyt -Wp arrived this morning and have already accomplished wonders* 
Our ij^uence has already made Six Banks in t/ie Uouse^ (no fear of the Senate) 
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and oy k» morrow ni?ht there 18 rery little doubt'we shall have made twenty or thirty 
mote, \ou feiluws who are in favor of the Repealers, may all now go to Hell in your 
own way. Consider your restraining law repealed. Consider me a partner in a Bank- . 
zng Compnny— I piit in 2,000,000 — Call od Jolm War ^or the mcmey, Mo man tX 
pierat-Toor loving ftimid, . ^HADDEUS PHELPS. . 

Airived on Hondaj moning." 99 April. 

**Mimrce has sent in his allegiance— and the KadTe Amencaa pnty. May 

go to the IMl. Boat off. T. P." 

This Mr. ThaddeuB Phelps, a gambling', stock-jobbing; character, w?w a con««taiit 
^oer to applications fur olhce Irom Hoyt and Swariwout — and he and Coddington^ 
Hoyt, (Lawrenoe, If I lemembet right,) Allen, Bowne, and the rest of the hadars in 
N. York, anbecribed and paid $90 each, in all $440, to assist the circulation of the 
Truth Teller, and the Sentinel, papocs that, ^ej peienved to be linendlj to their aide 
of the question. 

I do not know which of the other members of the Committee went np with Mr« 
Phelps — but on referring to the Aiaembly*e and Senate Journals, I perceive that the 
stir about bank chartering began at the very time he speaks of. That his and his 
friends' secret object was more banks, more stocks, more nrambling, the above letter too 
clearly shows. Mr. Phelps's name is associated in the statute book that session, with 
thoae of Walter Bowne, and Jamee McBiide, (the director that borrowed the deposites 
our of the INT rfih iitan to speculate on), a commission to distribute the stock of the 
Hamilton Tn-jiirruice Company, and the stock of the 5th Ward Insurance Company — he 
is also made by iavvt a director. Fhelps is from Connecticut— a very old oon/ederato of 
Hoyt's— and was examined by the commission appoyited by the Praaident in '41. He 
said, (Rep. page 290), thai after Hoyt got the coltectorship he paid large sums of liis 
old indebtedness, and was embarrassed when he got th^ oflice. Hi yt had also been 
made a Danish Commissionefi* a pompous way of settling matters the otikials should 
attend to, bat affording the means of besunring doueera on ^* the king's poor oooaioa." 
Hoyt, Coe and Butler were also made fire commissionttfa, I think in 1836, and earned 
a certain sum therr by. When Mr. Marcy lost the govermTip?it of N. Y., he was made . 
a Mexican Comnnsiiioner, but whether ii held out long at the salary ( $ 3000 a year), I 
have forgotten, if I eter linew. 

Mr. Albert Gallatin wrote a letter in the Argos, about the repeal— a yard«Iongr-^ 
Mr. Marcy wrote Hoyt to surrn^est or draw up a message for him upon repeal — nnd hut 
few knew that the Governor's Message of January 1837, was a joint stock production 
ef JoBse Hi^ ft Co< Perhaps Mr. Van Buten penned a paragraph or two— ^for, says 
Hammond, m his History, ''Mr. Marcy, ftcWf the time he (III- ri] the political field, 
had been the confulontial friend of Mr. Van Burcn." l^t. Tallmadge and Mr. Hub- 
bells letters show that when Mr. Marcy had leaolved not to endorse the sub-treasury in 
his message, he did endorse it. It is presumed the remarks he there used wete sent 
him from Washington* 

Well mig^t the poet of the Seaaooa aay, that — 

Uiiblest by virtue, Government a laa|fii« ' 
. Bftcomen, acin-linir junto of the prPat, 
To rob by luw ; reliL'ion niiltl, u yoKr, 
To tame the stooping aoul, a trick of st«to, 
To auk their rqpina ud to ihiro tboir prey. 

There is no doubt lefl on my mind, that Mr. Ilforey, in aanctioning the eorMpI and 

comipTiiiiy legislation of his day, with his siijuature as Cfovernor. was well aware of the 
deep ]ii, iry he was indioting on the worthy peiiple who had once, afrain, and a thirdT ' 
time trusted in his honesty and oath as their chief magistrate. The few letters of hia 
herewith publiahed ahow some ean4or, and even talent, with a aeeming deaire Ibr fair- 
neaa. But what of jnatiee do we find in hia general conduct? Mr. Leggett knew him^ 

♦ ** Wwihinffton, Mnrrh % 1851. I>ear H.— Toa end WiaeliMter weftj eonfmud to-day— t dojiot laeea relf^ 

IOUtIv, f"t)T ntiliiiii^li j! in "ht iipplv tri C ncrnl Wiiii hestirr, who iii i , li ■ i w r\ iiinuN rutin, voit knoie it don't i« 
thai giiLir ojii'iij In ijuu — Sjjnp.sun's »!i lui uituon wits rcjorti-d. Yoit:i:,' i'uliOQ '» lioiiiinatioii «-> SucrRtary was cou- 
•rmed. 

. We beat the Senate triuDipltaQtiy about the proviso oil the appropriatioo— both houses unauimously agreed 
l> mAm the epyfeprietlen oitfy to ao o lti i' jfcm, and to strike oiit tlw pHwrieOi 

Biacere^jroun, C. C. OUfB&ELENG. 



4 
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tm4 iktm desoilbeB Mb, Vol. t. PlaindedeTf p. 450. " He is ft weak, cringfing, iiid»> 

cisive man, the mere tool of a monopoly junto, their convenient instrument ; 

and while he g^ives bis ftinctinn to ilieir unwonhv measures, we survey' him wiiii con- 
tempt, au4 can offer nu belter exciuie iur hm couduci tiiau that ' ins pover^, aud not 
hti will OODMntS.* ^ 

What small lights/' such goveraore as Van Buraiy Maief md Tbioop tte, when 
■et beeidd tke geoerouB aod iDgeoaom Cliaton 1* 

'Ch'ge 19 Gkw'r-^eMe Hoyt, Esq., ConnaeUor tt Law, New York. 

Albany, 24th Nor. 1896. 

My Dear Sir,— Yon promised me some iUumiruUum on the subject of the restraining 
law or rather the repeal of it. I am informed that there is a probabUtty that I am elect- 
ed, and if so it wiii be expected that I send to the legislature a message — Tf vou ha^e 
any publications or other matters too cumbersome fur the mail you can li you choose 
pnt them in the charge of one of the eleoton from yoor etly» n yon are extnvagtot 
in your notions, they will not be adopted — y?m rxj f c t as a matter of course they will be 
moflified. I will not ask you to eet what vou w rite yourself enpied bernuse it is possi- 
BhK that some one may be lound in tins city ur viciuity who wiii be able to decypha 
Tpor haod.writin^. 

t I anil with great leapecC, yoor ^ be obliged and humble Serv^t, 

' W. L. MARCY. 

[This governor had sanctioned law?; in April and May, giving more special privileges 
to newly chartered banks, and for the sale or disposal of their stocks. He now, in 
Nov. — Van Buren s and his own election secured — invites Jesse Hoyt to illumuiate ins 
benighted vkion, as to the best mode of rendering less voluble the apeeial advantagesfiv 
which eonning or ailly people had jnafc peid caah to C. W. Lnwreoee, Ac] 



• • Jam Boytj JSig., New York. 

Albany/Oet, 3, 1836. 

Dear Sir,— The repeal of the restraining law, so far as to allow offices of Discount 
and Deposite, is universsally assented to by town, county, district, and state conven- 
tions. To this extent a law can be passed with little opposition. If the issuing of 
BiUa ia added, so as to multiply without limit the maDufactoriea of paper money, a 
new aspect will be given to the whole matter, and tho^e who are opposed to any change 
may be enableri to keep things as they now are. If we can open the way, and build up 
a class of Banks which not issue paper, these will co-operate in making the cuxrency 
more eoond than at present ; if they have nothing to muce by the issae of small bQla, 
they will not be aggrieved by seeing gold and silver take the place of the small bills. 
A fter the fetters are knocked off, and the new class of moncv-ch angers are ** in the 
full tide of successful experiment," such other moditicalions may be m^e as experience 
may recommend, and as ** the bemness wants <tf the oommanity may require." Uto^ 
ptal the restraining law^ refuse all banks, unless their ^^^;< < k is sold at auction, aild 
those tpho trade upon Itgislation^ (the hon'Mo the lolihv) w ill he blo\vn " sky high 
and the scenes of log rolling and corruption would be replaced by a decent regard to 
monl and offiojal purity, and a xeasoname attentiw to the pnUie bosinesa and the geo- 
. enl welfiuw. Truly youn, 

A. C. FLAGG. 



Mr. Catting to Mr. Hoyt. [Albany], .Tanuary 6, 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt, — Charles Livingston has sent you a copy of the bill to repeal 
* the restraining Isw, reported by Mason Ih the 'Senate. The first section is all 
tfmt ought to pass, but I suppose that being in the hands of die Philistines we 
mnst be thankfoi for any favors, no matter how small. Edward Livingston, , 

•Mr. Batler ip^s difTcrently. He wrot« to hit friend Hoyt from Albany, AoViltt9th,]BU^u folloW8>-'<Mr. I 
Vm Buren §»mmm hif iMt throughout the ^tatn thao be ever did— .witawM th« toast* a( tiM .varioui ceMmttkHifc 
But If I were In his ptaoe I wouM trouble niysieir but little abaist die earplni's of i>aeh men as vmi Bame— Aqr 
can do nothing without Um. Wkmt wwki have beeOMe of the wppod t toa ifit bod not been for him ? I will my 
inor<>»— ifl was Van Baren T would T«t poKtJes alone. Heennbeand will bo the Erskim of the State, which is i 

an finilwfioT; jr;ori^ )uuf) atilf thnn thr rlrsirr- iM' pnlitiriil jitf' fr rinr-nt. H<- voHtcrtlnv Ojpeued aCMUe iS tbsflipiMi 

Court iu tia laost couciii«, elcgaat, aud cuut lucuig argumeuL i aiiouft ever beamL** ' 
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DJp I am afraid — has turned a sharp angle and will eoine out Bank. S^e liis rote to- 
iay. Tomorrow he will be brought to the bull nug, and slamjped as he deserves, if we 
Ahmild go into eommhtee of the whole end be should poitieipeie m the debete. We 
beat them to-day elegantly. 

Do you see who compose the rnrnmittee on the repeal of the restraining law in our 
House? Ogden, Chairman ! the violent opponent of the measure last year! the agent 
of the FlRTmera* Trust and Loan Company ! the intimate of John h, Otaham, Seymour 
& Co. ! the guest of th f o iu r last spring in New-Toik« and hie lobb^^ itieod at the 
Svrariise Convention ! ICF But wc will defi at ihe gang. The restraining law will be 
modiiied — the usury laws paitiaily repealed, and no Banks chartered. F. B. 0« 



[l*ost-mark, Albany.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Wall street, New-York, 
s Albany, Jan. 21, X837. 

I am inclined to think, my good fellow, that you are more than half right in the opinion ex- 
pressed in your last letter — 1 have given lh<* siihieot of private issues much anxious thought 
and I confess new light begins to dawn upon iny darkened intellect — the clouds are fast 
breaking away and I shonld not be snrprised if I finally determined to maintain even to 
obstinacy that a nott of an incorporated bank was no better than the bill issued by a pri- 
vate solvent individual — I may have been dehided by the charm which too commonly 
attaches to a corporation, but the spell is nearly broken, and another night's reflection 
may metamorphoee me into an inflexible advocate of shin-plasteis^-Some limitations and 
securities are indispensable to gnatd against abuses, for I cannot admit your tiieory to 
its full extent, that the people are iimler all circumstances capable of managing tkeHig 
own aflairs. In some cases they must be protected against themselves. My distrust of 
their intelligeoee eommenoed when they elected such tv poor devil as myself, and until 
the^ choose agents who will respect their feelings and their interests I will dispute their 
cnprieity to govern themselves. Don't disclose this heresy and nbnve nil don't let me 
see it in the Evening Post in the form of *' an extract from a letter Irom Albany." Do 
you understand? In a few. days we shall have under consideration a generaL plan for ^ 
private banking, provided there is sense enough in Albany to mature one. It is designed 
to keep this subject distinct from the restraining law. 

Cutting has just called in to sav that he has received some letters from you and de- 
sires me to say that vou must work iiarder and talk less. Whu.L uupurlinent language 
tat n servant of the People to hold to one of his masters ! Yours, &c. 

CHA'S. L. UVINGS TON. 



CHAPTER XXVni. 

Letter y L. Hoyt to Jesse. Bowne fathers Butler^ s Report against the Tmnessee Resolu- 
titmf for Conventions hy the people in place of Casicus.es by the politicians. Letters ^ 
Butler to Hoyt. Open rebellion. Andrew Jackson. Letter j Oov, V. Buren to Hoyt, 
on Prdvidence and Judg^ Swanton, Crawford on foreigners, Vm^ Buren on . 
versaS Suffrage* Looking ahead. 

} Mr. Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse. 

» Albany, Jan 'y 11, 1824, Sunday. 

Dear Brother— I send yon by this mail the Report of Mr. Bowne^ on the Tennessee 
Resolutions. Mr. Buthr wrote the report, and T leave it for you to judge of its merits 
and the correctness of its principles — but I presume, from the circumstance of your po- 
litical views coinciding so exactly with Mr. Butler's, that the principles contained in ihe 

report will meet your approimtiott Mr. Gkurdiner, the other day, while 

the resolution of Mr. Flagg in relation to electors was under discussion, made an abusive 
and unjustifiable attack upon the editors of the Argus and Advocate^ and bv which he 
has incurred the indignation and disgust of every sensible man within his hearing. He 
aoeosed the Jrgug of political ineonsistency, in first advoeiuing an iteration of the elee- 
toral law, and then in a few weeks after reprobating the measure as unwise and anti' 
vepuhlifian The opinion that I always heretofore entertained, that Gaid* 
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iner was a man of very limited talents is now irrevocably cx>ntirmed I 

must confess I was not a little astonished when I see who the New- York members were. 
I presume they ne men of tolerable good leme, with the esoeptieii of CroKue and one 

er tso^iheia, bni aa ^ Umv aliilitiea, they aie, in iny amnion, contnriprl 

liORENZO HOYT. 



The State of Tennessee was friendly to Gen*l Jackson, and its legislature pasMd 
resolutions, in 1823, rpprribatincr the practice of memlirrs nf C(in[^rpss meetinfr in Caucus 
and nominating Presidents and Vice Presidents of ihv I ruled ^States, ri'^ .ui undue inter- 
ference with the rights of the people. These re^jolulions were tran&miiied to the Wis- 
]atiica<of New Yoi^, (see pages 11 to 13 Senate Journal, 1824) and referred to Walter 
Bowne, Jonas Karll, and rerley Keyes. Benjamin F. Butler, being, like Tan Buren, 
favorable to Crawford and the dictation of caucusos of parly Confrressmen, wrote a re- 
port, which the Senate s committee adopted and Buwue fathered and signed — (see pages 
17 to S3, same volupne.) 

Mr. Butler, in this report, asserts, that the caucus dictation, by members of Congress, 
la a proper and const it iMional practice — that in case the election should aft^Twards go 
into the Houtie ot Kepresentatives, the members who may have recommended a candi- 
date to the people in caueoa are not thereby bound to vote for him themaelvee— that a 
eongressional caucus ia the moet effectual mode for pieaerving an equality to the weaker 
States—thnt " there is no other practicable mode of concentrating puM»c opinion" — that 
State nomiaalioiie, by members of the State legislatures, the only substitute, are attend- 
ed with serious difficulty— that a caucus of members of Congress forma the beet primaiy 
agency for aelectanf^ catididates fwthe presidency, being a powerful combination <tf ith 
iluential men, who follow a safe cottrse of precedenta— and that a eoagxeasion'al caucus 
next season is peculiarly desirable." 

To me it is evident that unless t|p power of nomination is in the people they cannot 
he aaid to hare the power of election. Mr. Bntler'a negatiTO right which he is ready 
to assign to the people. f>r flissenting or approving when a president is proposed to them 
by a private meeting of tiG congressmen, as was the case in 1824, where only that num- 
ber nominated Crawford, shows his innate dislike to democracy, which in such a case 
makes the millions sovereigns or dictators. Who that reada this volume will fiul to ad* 
mit that while the constitution may stand for ages a monument of the wisdom of its 
framers, the administration of it mav be at the grei^st possible variance with the spirit 
of its provisions 1 The Union had chosen some 240 legislators — Mr. Butler desired that 
thfeeaeore'of these men ahould regulate the succession of our executive magistrates. 
The people had elected certain men to do their will — Mr. Butler desired that these men 
should contrive to make the people do theirs. All this, too, to crush Jackson, and 
secure the return of a U. S. Bank man ! In a letter to Harmanus Bleeoker, one of the 

Sfntlemen who, in Congreaa, most steadily opposed Madison and the war of 181S, dated 
Qg. 16, 1831, Mr. Butler talks thus— ** His (Jackson's) high station— his venerable 
age — my admiration of his character, a sentiment imbibed in early lifoi and often ex- 
pressed in print and otherwise, &e. 



HoyttEiq*, New York. Albaitt, Feh'y 20, 1821. 

My Dkar Friend— I hope fAe Cbunoiwiil 

soon fmish all they have to do, as the eitdtement produced bv their labors is very 
great, and the difficulty of pleaaing everybody very strikingly illustrated. You will 
have 8e»n by the time this reaches ynn. thai they have g^ven me an office- — ^vithnut 
any trouble or exertion on my part — or i!iuch on the part of my friends. The iDinor 
appointments for this city have given great dissatisfaction, and it is as much as we can 
do to keep the peopk from open r^UUm^ Cf aU this kemver say nothing^M 1 hope a 
lew daya <tf reflection will compose the angry elements. To judge from the violent 
expressions of those who are disappointed, one would think that our prospects for next 
Spring were rather blank — but you know U is the genius of Democracy aboay* to be mr 
petuous and e me timtM f»|a reiJ^ I hate only tiose to say that you are alwayi eoaaf 
fliflae for whoie heidlli, hafipiaMa, and liitiiia p w apw ti ty I M the Miest aoKdtnde, 

' B. F. BUTLSR. 
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(To the same.] * Wasb'k, Nov. 26, 1836. 

My Deak Sie— The Pvendent continues to improve, and by Monday next, I trast, 

will be able to resume the tmnsnction of bnsiness, though it must be with srraf cavtion 
and forbearance— ^[ualtties for tciuch he is not remarkable— wad hence the real danger of 
his condition. 

'niough we not the precise returns of anyone of the missing Stales — yet there is ne 
reriRon to doubt the election of Mr. VanBuien. Have not Virginia And North Caioli- 
Ml done nobly ? " Truly yoyrs, 

. ■ B. F. BUTLEK." 



Oovenur Van Buirm to Mr. JSiy^, at Ntm Ywfk, 

Albam T, Jan'y. 4, 1889." 

"My Dear Sir— Yon neexl not, I lhinl<, have nny apprehension about the mes- 
sage. The earliest allowable moment will be embraced to send you a copy ; but 
that cannot be as soon as yuu desire. I thank you kindly for your letter, and 
beg you to write me always with eqnai freedom. I cannot oonaent to ooivtrihnte by 
any act of mine to the pAvalenoe of th&t great political vioey a deaire to ahan re* 
eponsibility. 

I shall do the best I can in whatever relates to my office, and leave the result to 
PROyiD£NC£ mtd the People. 
RememVer me idndly to Mm. H. and believe me to be VBty ainoerely vour friend. 

M. V. BUREN. 

Does our frietKl Ti. iSmith know that Jiido'o ^wanton* has been reeommended by the 
title of the parly in New York ? I presume it is understood by him and all our frienda ^ 
/ d$ net tee how lean avoid the appointment,** 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

CaUeetar Hop's Gold Mine, The Georgta Legislature refused to charter * • New Potosi. " 

It octs privilrgid at Albany. A very plcff^ant f^atvrc in Gronria hir-inahing. TliM 
brnfhrrt Bvthr lielping Ctttnpbell P. Whtle to borrow the Deposites from the Manhat" 
tan. four Directors take $600,000. Three millions lent on fancy slocks. At- 
tomey General Butler goes to borrow at Baltimore. The American Land Cb.« er 
the Irish Middlrnnn of /he U. S. Silos Wright, the Presidents, <^r.-- Oriinn of Anti- 
Prnfism in Colwnhia Co. — Van Buren, Butler and the Aitturntcrs, 1807 /ri 1812. 
Van Duren accused of urging thetn on and of deserting litem after getttng elects to 
the Senate, Fifty Fmurs ejected. 

The object of the two armies who contended for tariffs to accumulate public trees- 
nre, congresamen who would evade puUing the proceeds to public uses, Presi- 
dent who would never veto profligate expenditures or enquure about defaultws, and 

* Judge Swnnton was au Irishman of ihn days of '98— General Jackson wai friendly to Iri».hm<«n. Governor 
Van Buren write* to Hoyt that h» did not see how he could avoid keepiiijj Swnnton in offit o, luit he lets him 
know that he would have done so had not * the i-lit*' of the p.nrty' tak«>n t' otlior side. Van Buren had been true 
to Mr. Crawrord in 18S4« but the latter had nimli- liimsoir very uiipopultir by denouncinp adopted dtizaiM. H» 
bwl aaid, that a " very dfectutU rr.''nn« of enlightening uixl >-iv tlixtng the Indiana, woold be to encourage their 
Marriage with our frontier white inimliituitt?, and that it would be more honorable to thegovurnoient to do tliit, 
Umn to receive with o|iea »rmi>fuffitivet/ram the olJ tcorld, whether their ftif lit waa ocen«ioned bjr tlieir erimee 
«r fl«tr fiirHmJ* ^oeailily the frentlemeu ielbr an amalfamatton of the mUi MA [mya Binno] with the tame na- 
tive*, to proiluce fit jubiwtsi for hit rtien uhen he htcottu* President! Mr. Van Buren reroemberfd 1^24 — arid 
thofe uho forpclit iniiy find apas^agc like the following in Greeley's Whig Almanac for 1845 — *■ N'Htive Aaieri* 

cnnifm ftriirk iih a }itirdblow . . 

Mr. Polk, on thi^ Miikrle quejition, ^rninrd ujcire than pnouph votwio the Rtate of New York to rjpct him." Jpmo 
Hovt, in \ f-'.V2, before ih<; i lci tioB, cidlictfd a (20 alioiul j-uhscrijttion lo cf t the Truth Tclli^r, which ndmirPd Mr. 
Van Buren. more widely ditVu!>ed. Hi* opponent* forpot that no rlriKs ol innn had rttxKi more true to that eminent 
atateumuit Clinton, than the Irinh— and lliey abn^rd iln'iu bernuM' iiioy wrrn deceived by the "Mornton of Kio- 
derbook," who could at one timo boaat that he.h.id never entTud h Catholic chapel, and at another praiae "ths 
telenta aisd rfrtoes" of the Tope, the head of a prreat and Christian church," Mr. Van Buren, when in tiM 
State Convention of 182t. did oppeee niveFMil •nflENge* uid->referring to die adopted cItiaeM declared, that 
■monf iu many eviU, it would give to tiM Cl^ of New Yorlc efiout twenty-five thouwind TOtet; wbiiet nnder 
tiM libRrul ('.\ioui»ion of the right on the choiee of delegate! to this Convention, elie bad but nhotit tlilrtenu or four- 
teen thoii.«and. That the character of the increased niunber orvotcs would be Mirli »• wonid render tlieir (>loc- 
tjon<< rxiher :i I iir..i- than a bleitMin;? ; wliirli would drive from the polls idl j-ohfr minded prnplr.'' He Will imi re- 
peat that iiMsoch abould be obtain a aeat in the Conve-itioo of IMA. Hit failure in 1»Z4, and the accident of CIm- 
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fbr state bonlu and mtkmil banki, -with s paper canenay, li i c l eM and "nmrnmrf 
Arabian Tales, was, as I have already shown* to keep political influence witk the 
TnilIion55, and to run riot in speculation at the expense of men of wealth and property. 
What did Van Buren or his ' followers' ever strive to carry through for the good of their 
country ? Who can fail to see that the removal of the depoeites paved tne way, and 
gave the means for the Ameriem Land Company, increased the value of other bank 
capital, and gave nn impetus to stock-jobbinjr ^ 

Mr Jesse Hoyt is, in his way, a Pizarro of the north — nay more he is a Cortea. 
The latter tortured the Emperor of Mexico, that he mi^ht get gold — the former tor- 
mented Md begffared merchants ef high standmg in New York, for a like rea- 
Ron. P;7:irrn's rulinq: passion, like that of Hoyt and Butler. \vn«^ pain. If the 
•Spaniards pot the treasure of Pern, Mr. Hoyt had the Custom House Treasury and 
New Putusi. The bible, through the priest, was the signal fur the wanton massacre 
of the Inca*8 army, by a band of j;>eedy Anatica, and the robbers of Atahnalpa aaaem* 
bled to divide the spoils of an innocent people, proeured by deceit, extortion and 
cruelty, distribuiinfr ilic wages of iniquity after a soh-mn invocation of the name of 
God ! Mr. Van liuren, when he had attained the seat of Clinton, writes to Hoyt that 
he was t& depend on Providence," in hia crusade against the treasures of ns Ameri- 
cans, native and adopted ; and this was very much, too, in the line of Butler — but the 
Hoyts did not deal in the nonsense of invoking^ heaven as the patron of villainy. This 
much as my intruductiuii to Jesse Hoyt, in Georgia, digging for hidden^treasures in 
New Potosi. 

In t)ec. 1830, Mr. H. McAllister wrote to R. W^, Hoyt's law partner in Walt 

street, mentionino^ a man of science who might he employed mi the grold refrion, ex- 
amining a tract. Soon after Jesse Hoyt and others bought a^' gold mine.' On the 
IStfa of May 1831, this McAllister and a Mr. Rich'd J. Arnold wrote from Savannidh, 
that Xe.wPotosi was "the most astonishing place in all the gold region.'" On the 
3d of June, the original value of New Potosi " was increased frosn ? 07 000 to 
$ 38,000-ifrand suob^a buogling accountant was Hoyt, that he and Inn partuers. io 
giving their *cask and Ttoes* for an increased share, signed for $6500 instead of 
$2880. On the 1 1th, Hoyt wrote Arnold* "If ^ should be offered $ 100,<N)D 
(for the mine) we sh(uild not know' what we were sellinqr.*' On Sept. 19, Hoyt 
proposed to ask Georgia to incorporate the gold miners near Gainesville — with shares- 
personal ij^responsibiiity, &c. The Iiegislatare,'ii Milled>jviile, was applied to, accord< 
ingly, but Arnold and McAllister wrote from tbn place^ — The stupidity of the m^9 
rity of the members of the lei^^islnture surpasses conception" — half of them dont know 
what a corporation means — and a failuie is apprehended. Judge Berrian, who had been 
Jackson's Attorney General, was friendly, they say, to their scheme. Nov. 27, McAl- 
lister wrote Ward and Hoyt, in grest dudgeon, of course, that after three days struggle 
in the Senate their gold mine incorporation bill had been thrown out. Berrian had done 
all he could, but "the besotted i^niorauce and the blind and roolish envy of the majo- 
rity, have carried the day." Tiio Georgians would incorporate them, he added, but 
were so stupid as to desire to mend their bill by msking ** the individual property (tf 
each stockholder liable for the debts of the eorj)oration,'" (so that if the concern should 
have defaulters the public micrht not be cheated.) Hut, quoth McAllister, it was^to get 
rid of personal responsibility that we sought legislative assistance. One day they only 
lost by three, and the next day garnet over seven members'— but in ueo^ia the 
people like to see what is doini: in their name, and it is the law there, as it should 
be everywhere, thnt, previous to a 3d reading every bill, public and private must be 
published, and wail public opinion a certain time before it can pass. This proviso 
killed Ho;^'8 Potosi — ^the people saw the thing- — they wrote their affents that they 
did not .like it^-and said McAIUstei^** on Monday twenty IntdEgent memboa 



fear that he will Toilow Crawford in adviiun; tall Yankees to wed ludiao aqunws to iroprofB tlie papooM tyttem 
•f rearing CMir youth. I should ndt wonder tosoe Vun Buren yet quote Jefferson wheM he rays that it was 
a 8eo«ehnMo atouxlaa) who taught bin, and that aaothar Caladooiaa (Small) probal^ly flzad the daatiaiaa ef hii 
life, by way of fhewiof that we ewe the Deelaratioit of Independeaee, iadireetly at nait, to inmigratknt fttm 
North Biltefau 

The writer keows that Mr. Van Buren ia secretly straioiag all bta powers to get back to Washington as h«ad 
of the states b«t the budget of waytaDdiiMena he haa not aeee. The roMftwouM he wovM than U» third iih* 

ber, whea~ 

Ritchie, to pull thi" pojiuUee, fluttered like « - tnol ])ii,'P!Mi ; 
Hoyt Airuished funiiot ^wik. Daria wind, and Butler Uie K^ligioo, 

Bes Bnller the Keli|iM« 
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otMBO^A ag»iii0t4 prefadiee, iffnoriMt wad the d ' t folly vreor exhibited in a 
SkMM .... this rascally apoTo^ lor a legulatiire. I leave this inftmal pbboe to* 

morftjw moTrjing." The worthy corporator, that would have been, was really out of 
tenipjt^ — taiked in his letter of the as8e« here who bray for the puUic," aid remind- 
ed Uoyt tiaat Mexico allowa no apeeial inoorponttons. 

• A mmaal hu^ from the enlighteoed democracy of this Union will probably adiieve 
-what Burr and his brother reformers, with Sandoval and Cortez, failed in — and the land 
of Montezuma rejoice in religious liberty, as we understaod it, slaves, (who may not 
read, write or marry, but be scourged, shot, sold and toitured,*) charters, banks, 
•tocks, a Wall street full of broken, im^onuble corp9ratioa8, patriot Van Burena 
and pious Butlers. It will not be neeessaiy, as in Georgia, lo pnnt gold nine biUt 
before thoy pass 'em. 
Thomas Moore impertinently asks, 

Who can. with patiMMt^ tbr a moment MS 
That medloy mass of pridfl ond misery, 
or whips and cliartnrH, manaclet and rifkt$f 

Of afakviag black* and ikmocrottc wlutMl ^ 

» 

No matter— he dpn t travel in Mexioo. 

Eleven hsn of Poumi gold was sent to Hoyt from the mine, and, Feb. 14, ISSt^ 

Arnold and McAHister wrote that the mine must not be sold under $ 150,000. A 
charter was pot for the concern at Albany this year. Gov'r Throop's people knew 
more than the Georgians. March 17, and 25, Arnold and McAlIisler wr^ote that 
1>r. Boyd, a person of great skill, and hired at $50 a month, had stated ^i^netif 
that " New Potosi would yield $90,000 per annum, net profit," but the doctor 
could not eonseientiouBly recommend capitalists to go as high as $200,000 in aa 
investment. 

Sometime since a bill in equiti/, as they call it, was filed before Judge Bolts, on 
t>ehalf of the U. S. a^nst Jesse and Lorenzo Hoyt, Jesse and Thos. Oakley, 
Thaddeus Phelps, &c., fur the better protection of Jesse Hoyt'a la^ esUtes in New 
York, Maryland, and Illinois. * Why didn% they indode Geoigin, so as to emfaraet 

"New Potosi?" 

I believe I saw B. F. Butler set down amon? the borrowers of '* the deposites" from 
the Manhattan Bank; and at the time that Hoyt got the colleotorote his (Butler's) 
brother's name was not in the best possiUe rapnto in Wall street, owing to western 
land spsculations. $ 30,000 was what the brothers Butler owed the Manhattan at tha 
blowup. What then? John G. Coster owed $ 258,426— Campbell P. White (who 
voted for the removal to New York, &c. of the specie, or was elsewhere on a divi- 
sion,) and son $ 172,408— James MeBride $75,79t— end Thos. Sofiem $67,698. 
These were directors, and they borrowed over half a million of doUan. No matter. 
The money would enable them to help the merchants liberally, at a rate somewhat 
below cent per cent. It was proper, ^uite proper, that C. P. White should preside at 
the great Van Buren (1843) meeting m the Park, and he did so. Why were not 
Cenef nnd MoBilde among the MQietuiMf Tha State, too, tent the Manhatthi* 



* It would s«cm that negro ilarory condemns to bratal ignorance the wretched blacka, while it fnnra even to In. 
■tniet the whites. There is very little immigration to the slave region from foreign couutrica, yrl the ct-nKus of 
1840, Bhowed that (in round numbera) there are in Tennessf-e 55,000— in Virginia 5L>,(HX>— in Qoorpia :jI,tHK3 — la 
H orth CrffliM 57.000— in ttntwhy ^/ff^n AUI»nt 23,000— and in South Carolina 'MflOO free while peraoa% 

I «f tfa^ «to CM MUher read nor wri te ! The alave-holditag aootlt trembled wbea 

%wm\ " - .......... - 




desired by America' 

more slarery. Frt , _ . 

take a fancy to learn their A, B, C — and slavery must extend its arms over Mexico, in part, at the risk of • geat^ 
nl war, in order that the slave power of the south may be able to offer aSottf^r bargain to its mock-democrmdO 
•IUm in the north, through whose means it hu hitherto warred against free institutions. I do not wish to for«s 
tke slave states to abolish slavery — but 1 dislike to see Texas added to the vast area thus cur»«d. Slavery is, muti 
tei the deadly foe of intelligence and American freedom, and y t. it [uaifucs its intere&t^ with the worst of tbe 
MWthwrn politicians ; and the Presidency, the Senate, the Supreme Court, the Army, Mad the Navy move, but aa 
tents to extend and perpetuate its power. It perpetuates ignorance in tiM •Ofith, and checks reform every 



South 0«niliaa.tkrottffli bar Mr. Calhoun, boldly afowa prtedplea which atrfte at the vaiV 

«fllwtN««f lAuW. 1 MSaiMi ta sdoriffilallr. Cilhoaa, bat hit rooent eorrMoondence oa aUv«]^ 
TW, &c .contitedoMaii — wiMlwij fufi m tt n t hm Ihs friwt srt uw i s t ialiifasaiwld ^s tsa»> 
iDWwladce. 
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$700,000. Whd was H t a tie nt oo d was to liomw tkst <mt a^ain, Johii* Van Ihun 

fashioBi The report of March 14, 1840, is rather brief on such matteiB. The Mtti* 
hattan made stock loans, too. In 1836, tht y had $2,800,000 lent out to favorites on 
fancy stocks pledeeU to the banks. Who can wonder any longer at the scramble there 
is to get hold of tTie pipoeeds of taxation laid on the people, and at the interest that was 
Ibhby the faithful to exebange C. P. Van Neas for that regular dealer and initiated 
democrat C. W. Jjawrence? Barnabas liates, pensioner of the Custom House, owed 
the Manliattan nearly $10,000—8. & M. Alien $56,000— W. G. Buckner $27,000 
—and Robert White $20,000. The 5;)o</* were carefully kept in the family. Gov r 
Marcy borrowed of that reputable concern the New Hope Bridge Co., and B. F. Butler 
left his i 0 u for $5452 with the Baltimore Life nnd Trust Co. Robert While, the 
Cashier; was soon after tried on a rharpe of petit larceny and embezzlement, and pur- 
loining the bank's loan book. Mr. Butler, if I remember, wab for the people, and 
Judge Ingraham ebaiged the jury — they affieed to diaasiM— and perhapa the new trial 
k poa^^ed lo tajie ita tiim after th^B of Price, Hoyt, Swartwout, &e. 

The American Land Company waa formed in 1835, and was a natural reaalt of 
the successful scramble of van Buren and his friends for the possession of the 
national treasure in 1834. The Albany Journal quotes John Van Buren, Silas 
Wiight, Croswell and Burt, as among its stockholders there, diaries Butler, bn>* 
tber of Benjainin F., was a truatee. The intention of Meana. Butler and Wiiffht 
waa to bay tbe public laoda— *he Teiy beat of theoh-aa cheap aa^poaaiUe— with uie 



* It Memt M If nothing that la corrupt ia the political world could be completed without IToyt, Van Bareo, nr 
Butlffr hnirinf; a hand in it, some way orothpr. In the early part of this volume are Butler'* leiterd, rccommend- 
ijitr Ho> t tii Harker for a cashier to tbe Bank of Niagara at Buffalo. Isaac Q. Lrake, Mr. Van Buren'ei editor of 
^e>Ut»iiy Arfua, waj iu fint caatUer, and tbe uotorioua iaaac Kibbe iu preaideat. Ita parent war Mania Vaa 

On the 14th of Feb. 1816, the bill to charter this bonk wp.s referred to Jacob Barltcr and two others, in tli»> N. 
Y. Senaip, to report. Mar. 8, the bill in comnoittee — Van Bureu and Cautine voted for it — -Barker kept below the 
bar. It provided that |4(K),000 should be the capital, and the bank to i>'-u<^ ith notes a.s inoncy whenever the di- 
rectors, lehfim the bill named, should aee fit — even before one cent bad been paid up of the stock, which could be 
called in ' by instalments.* TbslMMk tS divide profits among tbe lUKitholders, who were not to be responsi- 
ble to the public for km or sitaMnfaaMit. « Tba Moo|| di«tributioo, aa uaual, waa leA to * our friends' aa aAl 
job ; if the bank fUled H nlfht atop and atart aA^ : and ppit (the bank) wae sot compelled to pay apeda ftr 
its notes .^Fl The bill passed the Senate, but the Council of Revisioa refused to agree to it, because it did not 
contain aclauae providing for the redemption of iU bills in gold and silver. April 10, 1816, Attorney General Vaa 
Buren, iu Senate, said tbe bill was better without a specic-pnyinp clause, and tried to prrsundo iwo-thinls of the 
Senators so to vote, ond moved lo pass the bill in spite of the Council. (See Senate Journal, p. 236.) The Sciiaw 
refused to do this, and the specie clause was inaorted. Van Buren ogoin voted for the lull winch becnne a brui iau , 
pillaged the larmers and traders, broke dowu in 1819, paid 10 or 12 cents per dollar, and it^ carihior took the chair 
ofVun BtiTCS^preas, theArges. It started again, iu president was indicted for cheating, Barker was to have 
aSbOOO for proearing a #35,000 loaa to kaett it agoing, but it broke again before aid could set to Bufiaio. Kibba^ 
naiiatpreaident, waa a Barrite, c o »c er aed im tbe frauds by which the Merchants' Bank Cliartar paatad is MS| 
sod one of 'tbe lobby.* General Swartwout write*. (18SB> **Uf Daar Morriaoa—Tbe Dnccbeaa moat mm Iba 
Rouse on Tuesday, and youra (the Chemical Bank] will paaa th» Besata Oil We dsaaday, c«rtai& Sea Ksne m 

•oon alter dinner as possible a> fcl<Wl thS CSWii sy— , Od Will tMttf JOl ll iy■l^^h^^l^y lfcllW||ki Tmt 

friend, Rob. Swahtwout." 

Mr. Van Ruren's bank initiated the Buffalo people, who had baeone taeh profideota ia tte mystoriea that 
IMrtMsbaiika have brokas down Is that plaee aiaoa, chaating tha wastar ofoloth nd tka frvivw ofwhaal^ wati 
Aai,, Mtt «f at laaat thraa srillioM afdenata. 

In an Albany Argus, extra, of Nov. 34. 1824, 1 find the report of a joint committee of the Senate and Assembly 
of N. Y. on the Chemical Bank charter, ifr. Sadam, chairman, and it affords additional proof that the adninistra* 
tion of jttsUce, the puritv ofvUdi Ibna th« AMudilloo ilom of AaMfkaa iMOtntloM, Mada tba JavaalffrtlMif 

• Convention of the State. 

• "In the inquiry instituted by the committee, to discover if any member of the legtsl^ure had been improperly 
influenced in his vote, it becamo necescury to examine Mr. Morrifon nnd the agents employed by him. And the 
evidence thus elicited, is certainly far from creditable to any of tho pfrbons engaged, including Mr. Morrison; to 
aee men holding judicial stations, and others clairain? rank in society, congregate at the seat of government, ft* * 
the purpose of letting themselves out, for luch rewards m may bo extorted from the fears or hopes of applicant! 
to the legislature, must be a source of deep regret to all who rc.tpect the purity of legislation. But when it ap* 
peara that tbe votea of aMmbera of tbe legislature are actuaUy pledged by the Lobby^ without the most distant 
OTMWiitioii with thaSH aad br thaae meaaa rumora are spread abroad, implicating the legialatare, and all fer 
thsawpaaaorestortlsraaawftMsdaaiMrataartinid man. it becooMt lha aacrad dMaroT tkakiMManii* 
tt^tothapvMie tbe BaBaaflrtha imliVldvak wh» are guilty. The toatnosj dkdoaea tha MMHaf wak 
McDonald, now of Waterford. Col. Mather, of Reoaidaer, Aaroo Baokley, lata first judge of St. L a i>wae> 
Halsey Rogera, first judge of the county of Warren. Ward B. Howard, of the dtjr of New York, Isaac Kibbe, af 
Baffalo, Thomas Matchiu, of Montgomery, Gen. Carpenter, of Tioga, W. J. Caidwell, of New York, A Mood^, of 

New York, Cornelius Mastcn. of Pen Yau, and Gen. Swartwout, of New York What (in the opinio! 

of the committee) constitutes th« moral guilt, and deserves to be severely cfinsured, is the practice ofpt rKonr 
fegularW meeting at Albany, from various parts of the State, to make it a business to leud their aid ^/orpay,' to 
pay appiiuatiaa, and npu imf eipplieatioiu, unleaa they are paid to be encouraxfd or tolerated, ihM obstructing 
tha rMWareoanaafiqflalauon, and casting suspicion as to the purity of l^iatif a aota* . . • • Fowenw 
fadiMrira^ eiuajnd^e^m^o^o^Btan^fl^ta anciaty is Ipfevt tlnlv AaiBMtes vM* 
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^tnio^tes, famished hf the people— and then ael) them to the people as high as possi- . 

hie. Millions of dollars were thus invested — and private letters are now before me 
stating tiie names of persons who would have cleared millioDS by the speculatioDi had 
Dot 1837 and its events interfered. . 
LieuteiORt Ooremor Root, io his speech in the N. T. Senale, on the Snh-Treasury, 
^ 7th Fehraaiy, 1840; thus describee this Test numopdly. 

** A ^at Anwrien Land Coaipwij «»■ IhilsmT. iiiiMlillii| ofOwni»ft ttOeBii tsd tlieir Menda. Its arti- 

elps of Hs-sociution were v^rilttMi 
ed at the head of it ai> Pru«>(Jcut. 

Ry the terms of the 8poei«Cfimd«r»sf««alptlbirMW7paidiBl»dMlVMMiyirMMGifo 

C<*M in payrapnt for lands. 

There WHM a bnnk ut Wni>hinpton. known nstbe Back of the Mctropolia. Thia bank was in bad repute. Ui 
•lock waa greatly beiow par, and it was uMderstood to hr in dtm^er or failure, when it wwtn^ea lliid*r the |m- 
iMtiOB of forarnmeot, and made adepoaite Bank. The ^tO(-k, mucb of -w hich had been boofht In tj rtl> ipBCS 
latOfliiWb* mraia iksMervt, at nut, imediaialy rose 90 and even 30 per ceaU abovt par. 

A draft on thb Bank, uada by «ae oftlia * AaMriea« Land Compai^,' would b« prmnltai, dM kaga oC«p«ei* 
taadad on to a carman's cart, taken across Ao atraot to tha THknuy, thm tfoaaam'a rMaJpt piWIMd, aad ths 
kcfS retnrned without beini; unloaded. 

Th rertificate was gocxi for livnd. The Yankee apeculatora, with their pocketa fVilI of eastern notea, could 
not buy on acre. The fompany with thnir epecie ccrtificfttf!*, rould pnrchftw* all Chicnpo, nnd the surrounding 
country. Other t-;M'i uhi[r,.r-. wr-r'i' i i'i;iiit'l!f;d to buy uit' tl;is ' American Lnnd Cori:_ji ny.' I'l'sicrn noti-s weM 
worth BMTO than specie, for ejtckaiige was in £ivor of the Atlantic cities. And there as another afioculatkua.'* 

Of eomse the Ameriean Land Company did not setde thor lands^thcnr only took 

the Irish Middleman's place, and held their purcli rises at a high price for the himetB* 
sons to buy up, and settle. Within twelve months, twenty-four millions of neres of 
the public lands were bought on speculation, mucli of it by this combination of avm- 
eious harpies. The usnsl qasatity sold in a year is one or two mUUons, • 

Bank rresidents, Cashiers, and Directors, in great numl^is, joined the vile ooih 
cern ; nrvl the people's money raised from them by taxation at the Custom Houses, 
was thus made the means of taxing them over again when they emigrated to the west- 
ern wildmiess. Van Bnren's hand was felt everywhere. 

Thomas JeSerson was originally tieh — his father was also opulent. He and M^^ifWi 
and Mo.nrop left office and died poor. ^ Van IJutph started with low cunning, and party 
maohinery as a capital, in lieu of money — Aaron iiujrr, who was the father of the Man- 
hattan Bank, being his tutor— and he is now immensely rich. In 1819, he found it 
necessary to borrow $ 1000 from the State, which was not paid in 18S4, nor the inter* 
est. You may now go for 60 miles round Kinderhook, and even up to Oswego, and 
you will be continually nieeting with his farms, lots, &c. Perhaps he is worth the 
equivalent of Samuel Swartwottt*s default. In early youth he was the poorest of the 
poor — his father kept a small public house. Had he risen by other mesne than 1 have 
'Oescribed, who would not honor him T 

Mr. John Van Buren is now most active, in his capacity of Attorney Genernl, 
endcavuuriug to bring to punishment the anti-renters of Columbia, Delaware, Albany, 
' and- Reanelaer eoonties, as traitors, ooifhpirators, murdei«rs, &c. Bid not Ids father, 
■when an Attorney at Hudson, do much towards laying the foundation of these troubles* 
by assuring the farmers that their hndlords were in error, and canvassing for Senator 
in the Middle District against E. P. Livingstonv in 181 L, as the champion of these ten- 
ants! In 1830, a sketdi of Mr. Van Barents life, hy Butler, appeand in the Albany 
Argns, in which the anti-rent difficulties, of 1807, feudal tenures and a " particular 
hostility" to Van Bnrfn, hy the Van Rensselaers and Livingstons, were adverted to, 
and their baronial prerogatives " sneered at. Mr. Van Buren is said to have fanned^ 
the flame anonymoua essays in the Hudson papers, in which the title of the Liringe* 
tons to dieir manor lands in Columbia oounty was vehemently attacked— and then to 
have appeared as the lawyer and champion of the tenants in tHp courts, there oontrsting 
the claims he bud advised them to set up. Finally, he is charged with deserting them 
and producing the tnin of many of them after he had, in May, 1812, attained his otb> 
ject of a seat in the Senate through then votes and bfloenee. This .may be true in 
whole or in part, or it may not. 

On this subject, the Northern Whig and the Hudson papers of that day throw much 
light — ^and I will ruore fully discuss it in another publication. One extract from the 
Jwrihem Whtg^ copied also into the New York Herald, and the Evening Post of Cel. 
SI, 1812, may suffice here. Judge Vrtn Np?3 presided at the Circuit Court in Colum- 
bia county that month: ihe District Attorney { Confine) ^ teas absmt : 50 or 60 persons 
were ejected from ihcii fanno for refusing to pay rent ; the sherifiTs possee waa uideitd 
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out; Charles Trueadale was shot; D. Wilkinson was sent four years to jail for shoot- 
ing him ; John Reynolds, a magistrate, was heavily fined, and also imprisoned ; and 
intiHrentisin Tery aereroly franiflhod. 

Thomas P. Grosvenor appeared for the State as prosecutor. He had been turned 
out by the Council of Appointment, and Moses I. Cantine, Van Buren's brother-in- 
law, appointed as the district attorney for Columbia. Greene, and Rensselaer counties, 
in Feb. 1811. Motes was locking for a seat id the iSenate, needed popularity, got tbe 
seat, and a poov instziimeiit for baokeraft lie made. Van Bnren then t rans fe rred him 
lo the Argus. 

Mi. Van Bur en, like Cantine, was absent at the trying moment when bis clients most 
neeM hia aid— and of thia weeopy Yeibatim whatwe find in the Hudson WUg and tfan ' 
N. Y. Post, as follows : 

** U is tho frnmrnl received opinion, tni llM CVer beea OW own firm belief, that these p«op1e have been opera- 
ted npon by otlu rn, wlio'.i' j-iiu iiiou in life, and whose duty to locie^, had dernftndcd oT flu m a very dirt'crctit 
line of couduct iVom whai we btlu vc to have b(*«»n pursued. That this ojjpoKitioH in tl;i^ M iuar has oriiriiiated 
fa politics, it is our fullest belief ; and that th- \ < uri-idcr certain leader* of tlic li' im m r itn inri v in tlii'- city ta 
UMir patrons in this business, would appear manifciiit from a cuuversatiou which took place duriug the sitting of 
tto eolirt i but in order to relate which, we must first state another fact, to wit— that Mr. Van Buren, tbe Cobb» 
■el tor tbe Manor prisoners (and .Senator elect ftoiS th'ip district) when these trials came on, was taken vaiy md- 
deniy ill and did not como into edurt af ain until thoy were all over. The morniDf on which Mr. Van Bvran was 
taken ill, Mr. Jereninb Shsver, tin brother of John 1. 9lunror^ on beinr Infonnod of H, Mid in tbe presence of 
, five or aix p<>wions, that he toM Mt IreCbr oiootib afo, that tibt woidtf •« tfis cow, «Am it eewu to tA« pmch, 
tkat that ili-ri! fif <!i i iJs irnuJd abmuUm them. On bein>r iri<|iiirc(! of who he ntr^ant by lAat drril ofdrrih. fir re- 
plied, whh\ thai jtiiitw ytm Hvren. We mention this, nut Ui iiuult Mr. Van Bnren* or to aocaoc him il he is not 
guilt; ; luit if the Manor people consider him tli ir patron in thie bmtoew, pnd ho wnHy ii encfc "it lo ptopOT 
that tho public should hav« aright imprc8*i'>n unoii tlie stjhjfrt. 

•'There were twenty six persons indicted at this court for ncglectiofr to go out upon the j»OMe into the Manor 
afler baiw ounnoned'for that pnrpoeoi who were fined from 15 to 35 dollan eacb. Tborc woto alio SO or fiO 
fomino «!^ctad at tUo oonrt Inni tiNir Srao npon dw MiHiw^ 

Report assigns to Mr. Van Buren the authorship of so much of Silas Wright's mam- 
moth message as relates to tbe anti-renteca. If so, let this chapter, and tbe recent trials 
at Hndson, be taken in the same oonneetion.* 



CHAPTER XXX. 

Bishop and KembWs stoc^ /nhhin^^. L. HoyVs efforts to stay the ITnrlami hill. Bartow 
absconds. John W, Edmonds, Ripening a comi^tnatton. Gambling Judges. Joseph 
J>. Mmt cn * Stodt trntaditmsy Lim^ lA« Teller—how he closed his career. 
CharUi JL Lmngslottj a genUe judge, 

A course of life, not yery unlike that of^JcsseHoyt and John Van Buren 's, sent 
John C. Kemble, a Senator of N. Y. to an early grave, two years ago, in the insane 
hosphal.. '*He grew np," saya Noah, "aproteg^ of GroveroorMarcy," and while 
Senator was also editw and owner of the Troy Budget, formerly eonmicted by lifr. 
Marcy. He took his seat in the Senate in Jan. 1834, and in a speedi on the Harlaem 
railroad, the year following, said that it was begotten of a Jew, bom of a Jew, owned 
bv Jews, &c. Noah replied b^ charging him with ofibring'to sell himself to the U. S. 
^ank, and of being bought with his seat in the Senate by Van Bnien'e fiiends. This 
ICemble denied. " Dnrs- nny man in his senses," said Noah, " suppose that Kemble 
and Mack [a hungry, plunder loving toolj could be elected Senators without an order 
from the Albany junto 1" 

Mr. KemUd, and Isaac W. Bishop, another State Senatsi^-both of them defb> 
Toted iblbwem of Mr. Van Bnien-^era chatged in Maroh, 1636, with fiandnleat 

* I had wrlMM <hw hr, whon t not whfa Ao N. T. Bvonbr POat of Sept 6, 1845. stating that the trial of Dr. 
Boupfiton, alias big-thander, an anti-renter, w a* proceeding before Judge J. W. Edmonds at Hudson — A. L. Jor- 
don lor ilie defenc»— John Van Buren, Attorney General, for the people — when, in the raorninir, in open court, a 
dispute nriis"' ti.'twpfii tlmse lawyers, Jordan callnti Van Buren a liar. Van Ilun n stnn k Inm. both rose and 
firaght wiib their fi»t«, the judge ordered tiie ^^hrrifV to arrest thcra, adjourned the court and trial 24 hours, and 
sent the two lawyers for that period to the comuK n jail. Tho Tribune's correspondent, who heard the whol% 
says that is a ditpMO aboat tbe manner of examining a juror, Mr. V. B. said * one at a time.' Mr. Jordan ro> 
plied, <a«n ii Ml one !' Mr. V. B. (excited and positive) ' that's false.' To this Mr. Jordan answered. ' that is 
n.lia>'or— iinihnwil. imigt Wmu ie artmirtad thaiha niao had t hMhe w d it, and Iho wnaw of Mr. T.yi 
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^ Mode speculadons, and being concerned with one Bartow, a cashier in an Albany bank 
who had oJundered it and absconded. It was said that while a bill was in proifraaay in 

1835, for extending- the time to mmplete the Harlaem railroad, these two Senators 
resolved to delay its passa<?e until they could buy some of the sioek at a reduced rate. 
Their votes did that, and they went to New York aud purcha«ed — then they let the biii 
, pass. How far Jeoae Hoyt and his brother Lorenzo were interested, if at all, in -thia 
move, I know not, but Bishop told the Senate, (Feb, 29, 1836) that he had had AO 
understandinp with any body, either to hurry or hinder the bill, * except that Lorenzo 
Hoyty an i/Uimale friend of Aw, snoke to tmn'wken the bill was ready'' far Us final 
passage, and earnettly desired iitohe delayed and that one BUtcheodc had aaid to him 
that he (H.) wns employed to oppose it. 

Lovett, the Bank Teller, testified in Senate, that Cn'^^iier Bartow, before the passage ^ 
of the bill had told him that he had an understandmg with SenaU)rs Bishop and Kemble, 
tbai they would raise sach objections to the bill as woald blind the eyes of the New 
Yorkers aa to its passage, until they had got things to suit themselves, and then tha 
bill wojild pass. The Senate publislied Bish<ip -wA Kemble's eight letters to I3artn;v, 
and they much resemble the slyie of Attorney Gojjeral Van Buren's eiglueen gambiiug 
epistles. Bishop speaks of " the result of the Utica stock which Hoyt was to deliver,^ 
but whether for himself or Yan Bureif is not stated, John W. Edmonds, then a 
Senator, and whom Silas Wright has just made a judge of, was also concerned. 
Bishop writes Bartow from New York", May 25, 1835, ''if we have, been sucked, I 

extremely regret it was not to a tpuch greater extent , . . . We have 

about $90,000 of Berkabire. EDMONDS, yourself and me. yoa 

need not fenr thru we are sucked." Three weeks before that, the Ditectors of the 
Cornini rcial Bank, Albany, state, that Mr. Edmonds, thoufr]! he had no funds in the 
bank to meet it, drew a check on them for $ 5000, in luvor of his brother, Cashier 
Edmonds, which the latter made payable to Oleott of the Mechanies and Farmers. 
On the 9th of May, upon Bartow, the absoondinff <^cer's request, the $5000 were 
paid by the officor of the Commercial, though Edmonds had never had any account 
there. On the t/th, Bartow endorsed on Edmonds's check, that $ 1000 had been 
leeeiTed by him from E. on it, and Edmonds explained the matter to the l»nk by a 
long stMy abont stocks and scrips, in which he was probably correct. Bishop and 
Kemble appear to have agreed that Bartow shoTild lend them the funds of the bank 
secretly to speculate on, for the benefit of the three, just as Hoyt and Swartwout 
speculated on the fonda of the Custom House. Kemble writes Bartow, Oleott and 
•Port)» are here, dipping into the Utica.*' bishop writes, Harlaem .... is a 
damned bubble." " Seton is frrocinus^ and says, by G— d he will never do ' a clever 
thing,' again for such heartless scoundrels." And, Oct. 6, Kemble toils Barto.w? to 
*' have all our stock on hand, so. that we can sell it if we think proper, or otherwise 
RIPEN A COMBINATION." And this man was then KFa Senator of N. T. I ! I 
In May and June, Kemble and Bishop's checks were paid by cashier Bartow, who, on 
the 28th of Sept. made a false credit on the bank bookk, of a pretended deposite of oash 
in the bank of America. 

The "combinatio&" of the senators and others to raise the prices of the Harlaem 
stock, is correctly described in the Senate's Committee's Report, April 26, 183fi, as " a 
secret and artful conspiracy to cheat." In this case it raised the stock to $ 195 per 
share-^and when it failed, down went the stock below $80 — the result maybe inferred. 

In the N. T. Cireait Court, on Jacob Barker's trial, N. Y. Evening jPost, July 6, 
1827, Barker asks Joseph D. Beers, another of the fraternity of stock-jobbers with whom 
Wetmore, Hoytt wd the party*' l^^ave been long intimately connected — 

** Did JOB %9W Mil ftaek on eoBtraet. nod mII ft without owninf iti Tei^ Awqmntlf. To wliot aiwniatl 

Not very large at any oue time. Do others do it ? Ye«. Is it a common practice amoii^ Brokers and Stock-dcnl- 
era? It is. Somotnneji to larire aoiounta? Say three or four hundr«>d tiiousand dollars! Yes. Whether the 

amount be larpn or simill, \^ u hko other businoMs. only tho differfiwe between u whoh-.'-ulc and retail dealer? 
Tlirtl ^-^ all. An* uol m<i\\ ti-Mtr!K l> imtirwly n-pulnled by the proKpect of profif? I nitilio no other calculation, 
'than wlji-ilier or not I can fnltill to ri! v.'iiit;u,'c. Is it not very (•(iniiiinii tf) settle .surh <-oiitrnct<( l>y payiiijf or re- 
ceiving the differflDco without tbore bcio^ auy Mock receiveU or delivered 7 It ia very commou to scule iu that 

Seth Staples immediately said, and said truly — " I think it a villainous transaction.** 
We perceive one of its result.^ in the Harlaem stock combination. Fraud caused the 
rain of thoasands — and Seitatoi-s, the protectors of innocenee» were foremost to prey on 
the unwary! I do^not aee Edmonds's name in the testimony on the oomhiHation— fant 
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was he not the confederate of three of the chief consoirators, engTiged with them heavily 
in stock-jobbing! Are not the $5,000 eheek toa the $20,000 Bericshire, curious 
transactions, sU things considered — and of a man, too, of whom Mrs. Butler had said—* 

"So far as pauperism is a qualification and recommendation to the favor of a partv, 
surely you will give in to'' jQ3='John W. Edmonds, ^ho when she wrote was Vaa 
Buren's decided leader in the Senate of New York. 

Mr. Alexander H. Lovett, the Teller of the Commercial Bank, did not run away with 
Barlow. He gave evidence, March 3, l^'iG. in Snnate, that he paid Bartow's checks 
on the bank, knowing ho had no funds, and falsely reported Bishop and KemMn's 
checks " AS TlIP] BILLS OF OTHER BANKS," from April 1835 until September. 

I do not wonder that the Long Island clerk put $50,000 of the Brooklyn ^ank monrey 
in liis breeohrs pnckoK When he fotind that Lnvctt wa.s rr-taiii -I by Albany Com- 
mercial, what mifiht ho i;ot expect to succeed in I The Direetors kept Lovett, and in a 
late Albany Evening Journal, we hear of his confession to Hart^Dw s successor that when 
th<ne viOadntes of 1835 were transaeted he had robbed the bank of $ 4000, and that ha 
had kept on, cheatini,'- the ill-man a i^^od eonr^prn, till his r()b!)eri(\s had i;ot up to $40,000; 
and had furpred daily statements in the Teller's bookn, .s[)eculated largely in the lottery, 
and was now ready to shoot himself, &c. Of course, he was held to bail, and being of 
Ae Hoyt, Swartwout, PHce, &c., elaas, it is presumed (as Butler said of Fanntleroy) 
that New York justice will not reach him. His coruiections are too respectable to allow 
him to be treatffl like common ^^th^nr persons. When he saw Charles L. Livingston, 
Hoyt's particular friend, aud one of Swarlwout's bail, wilhng to sit with Isaac W. 
Bnnop in Senate— witlinfT to own that corrupt senators may be sent back to receive the 
judg^ment of their electors— willinj? to vote that Bishop ** had been guilty of moral and 
official miepondnet '—and unwilling to vote that he " is unworthy of a seat in this body, 
and is hereby expelled," who vsm wonder at iiis subsequent career? Kemble, like 
Jasper Ward, deeently withdrew from the cares of legislation, bat Senator Livingston 
thought that Bishop, though ** guUty of moral and imdal misconduct,'* was a good 
ennti^rh judge in the courts of impeachments and errors, and in Senate, where judges 
are made and disallowed. 

If the history of oor Bank legitiation in 1605, with its blows, hnock-downs, whole- 
sale bribery, and fonl atvocity, could be placed on the tirble of every man and woman in 
our State, it would be seen at a glance tlmt the Chemical Bank, Lombard Co., Bif?hop 
and Kemble, Hoyt and other transactions of our day, arc but clumsy repetitions of the 
stock-jobbing commencements forty years since. )f I can but aid in rousing the manly 
Tirtue of the millions to im^ist on a real remedy, I will not hare lived in vain. 

Livino^ston and his fri nids n solvcd to stand by their colleague, Bishop, and Young 
and Van Schaick resigned, with a wish thrit they had had llie power to mark the fiw* 
of each member of the majority of that day pro bono publico* 

It was probably as much owing to Bennett and Noah, espedally the former, through 
an article vriitrn by hirnsr[f, in S(?pt. I^o;', that attention was drawn to ihis affair. 
Bennett and Noah liad quarreled with Van Bnren and his followers, tfi»^ir natural asso- 
ciates, and having made them feel their influence were received bacii inio tiiu Ivindeihook 
jungle, where we may as well leave them. ^ 

The Commercial Bank lost $ 122,015 by Bartow's frauds: besides $ 17,380 on false 
credits allowed Edmonds and others, which the directors expected to collect "by l^al 
enforcement or otherwise.'* 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

Ctutcm House Builders. Watson E. Lavrrence. PolUitM and Cmmmt, Wtditr Anmm mi 

the 1th Ward B nX' Bourne's Salary as Commisaiotin: i^l 2,500 of €huiomBa^J)^0» 
sites. Van Bunu CenunL Mowtu astd Morgan on i^. Y. Baukiug. 

His name enraUfld with the other worthies of the Van Boren aehool, we will find, at 

the State Convemions, held somewliere beyond Little P^lls, Mr. Watson E. Lawienoe. 
Mr. L:iv?rence dealt in cement, but the cement which kept him, like Cornelius W., 
straight ia the democratic path, was probably of a more adhesive character than that 
with which he supplied the CnstiHn Hotiae of N. Y., a atraetnTe which cost $ 1,200,000, 
including the price of the ground on which it w^as built. Although Watson £• was OOK 
Uie luxvcBt biJiier among the burners of water lime he was (as QuarJienhaes won]^ aay) 
•* Willi us in politics.*' 

Oentlemen," said Thomas T. Woodrnff, the huilder, to the Commissioners, a 
man. in whose skill they declare to the Secretary of the Treasoiy they have the 
fullest confidence — ** Getillemen," said ho, Nov. i, \SM, " The cement now using at 
the Custom House is a very poor article, and not At to be used. I have made experi- 
ments with at least ten diroient hags— some better dian others, but NONE of it in m. 
for use.'* 

The Commission er5*. Walter Bowne, Elislia Tibbcts, nnd Dciniel Jackson, knew 
more about cement than W oodruff. Him they removed, but stuck fast to Lawrence, 
who was paid $ 20,000, nearly, for his cement, with some pro&t, let us hope, to himself 
and family. 

In the Legi-slature of N. Y., Assembly, Jan. 14, 1P37, amonc the petitions presented 
was one from Watson K. l^awrence, Daniel Juck'^on. and others, for a charter to tlie 
\Vusluug(ou Bank, to be located in New York, i iic Contractor and Commissioner 
mnsc have had money to lend. 

On the 4th of July, 1837, Lawrence was a leading signer of the letter sent by tht 
Con9ervative«4 to Senator Tallmad2;e- In August lie was Chairman of the Cones- 

Kodiog Gommiuee of that party in New York, and in pursuance oftinstnictioos from 
bn L. Oraham and George D. Strong wrote to AUea of the Madiaooian for bis prin- 
eiptes* ** Conservative " was the answer, on which Wataon E. andhis frtendswarmly 
fccoMimcnded the M Hisonian to all good consen-atives. 

Time works ^vonders. Watson E. began to see that power halving passed to M. Van 
Boren, Jesse Hoyt <Sc Co., they had veered round for the present to the hard-money, 
anti-monopoly, loco foco aide. 'Accordinaly on the S6th Sept., at a I5th ward meet- 
ing to choose delegates, at which Watson E. was one chosen, Jesse Hoyt being 
president, Barnabas Bates [Custom House,] and E. G. Sweet [Custom House,] passed 
resolutions, approving of '*The Messitge in tola, and resolving "that the numopoif 
eonaervatives cannot delude nor deceive the democracy of this waid**<^-tbat Bank and 
State must be discmited-^that th'^ vast emissions of paper by stale tharteKed banks bsd 
done mischief — and that hard dollar^ must be paid for revenue. 

Mr. Watson E. Lawrence is a fair specimen of Van Burenism. Like O'Gimlet's 
finger post, he is ready to be tamed round any way, [provided he can eontinue cob* 
tractor for Custom House cement.1 

W;<ker Bowne, says Colemnn of the Evening Post, was orininally a federalist, but 
afterwards a director of the Manhattan Co. lie was on the Grand Jury, in 1605, when 
it thwarted the corrupt legislature of that year, and would not find a bill against Cheet- 
ham for libel in exposing the bank bribery to ^vhich Senate and Assembly had sao> 
cumbed. In T31G he was elected to the Senate of New York, where he unfortunately 
fell into the toils of Van Buren and Butler, and joined the Regency. The Post says 
be was dressed in a suit of green, and looked as if he would speak, but didn't. 

Ha looks so wise, so grn\ r wondrootglla^ 
Hit very shadow aeeou ai'raid of bio. 

After the Chemical Bank knavery had been exposed he voted to preserve the 
ehiurter, and when Climou's wisdom and patriotism had almost completed the £rie 
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Caiul, BowM voted to ozpel him fttom Ihe Cwal Board. He fatihtnd Batler'a rppoit 

against nominations by the people, and was one of 17 Senators who prevented the eleor 
lion of president going to the people, in 1824. Of course he was for Crawford, and 
Anti-Jacksun, though when the latter got power, no meaner prayer reached hiui for a 
ablueof paVlie plunder iothe ebape of depo&ites, than that signed, 16 Dec. 1B33, by 
Walter Bowne, president 7th Ward Bank, and by W. S. Coe, Henry Ogden, J. A. 
Whiting, G. Hopkins, &c. directors. ** We, iic.^f ri nds of the administration^ and oj 
the revered cht^ at the head of the government ^ do solicti a portion of the Jiscal patronage ^ 
of th» U. 8. TVoiwry, for the 7th Ward Bank.** They got it, too. 

The 7th Ward Bank got a .legislative charter in 1832, Walter Bowne, PreKident— 
and when the new Custom House was to be built. Congress voted money, provided for 
oommissiooers, but prescribed not their ^duties. Walter Bowne was made a commis- 
rioner, and diBbnrsing agent. Van Boren's inflnenee seenred to hie bank the job of re 
ceiving from the treasury and paying out in its notes the money for the Custom House. . 
From Feb. 1S34 to Dec. 1840, 1872,500 passed throufrh the 7th Ward Bank— and be- 
■ sides the compensation to Ringgold, Jackson, Tibbets, and the other commissioners, 
Bowne had S 8 per day, Snndaye and week days, winter and aoinmer— in all, fiton 
$ 16,000 to $SO,000 were paid him by government for his oocasional attendanee, at the 
erection of this heavy, clumsy, inconvenient job. ' 

* Paid him ' did 1 say ! That s wrong. He took it. Walter Bowne, as Com*r, 
waiting for no other Com'Ts to sit on his mdividnal bills, for form's seke, if not for de- 
eency, audited them himself, receipted his own bills, handed his voucher to himself, ap- 
proved of it, and gave himself, as Com'r, a check on his own bank, where the cash lay, 
which his clerk entered at the Custom House, and his teller, (R. S. Bowne — all in one 
- family) paid at the bank. Friend Woodbury to^k care that the bank should, Hke Sam 
and '* Jessika," be well provided with " the fisail patronage" it had so greedily craved. 
In V)pc. 1834, it had $26,000 of a balance on hand— $ 120,000 in Jan. 1836— in July 
$ 90,000— and on 3d Sept. over $120,000. Of course, a job was intended, for, of $70, 
000 drawn from the treasury in Feb. 1834, S26,000 remained in Dec, and ^11,000 next 
year in March ' When $30,000 lay in Bank, Sept. 3, 1836, $ 100,000 more were 
drawn for by alter and deposited— and of this, $ riO,000 to $ 60,000 were on hand, or 
lent 10 speculators with whom there was the rif/ht understandincr, till July 1837. When 
this wretched concern refused tu pay specie fur its bills or other debts in May 1837, it 
had of Coatom Honse building cash, $ 60,000, and got $ 50,000 more in Jnly there a fter ! 
Corrupt, greedy, dishonestly ambitious men stuck to Van Buren, because they saw, that, 
let public prosperity sink or swim, he would see that his legion of followers had a sur- 
feit of public plunder. DooH suppose that on these deposites a cent of interest was 
paid.* 

In Xov. 1834, Geo. D. Strong wrote the Com'rs, desiring that a part of the Cnatom 
House building money might be left for safe fcee]^ing at his bank, the CommerciaL 
Bowne knew letter. Not one dollar ! 



* Tba reader may tblak. perhap*, that I have apoken with too little respect of such a Tcnerable and honored 
dtiaseit w Mr. Bowae—^Htt ii it aol Thank hammi, I asa frae from tlio ioapiiuon of malioe, for ta no Ami had I 
at aajp tlnw uy dealiD|rB with hte. Let tiie above altetch be ooaeiderad, however, aad thea add the fhet that the 
Tammany Hall annual addreia, preTioua to the Nor. elections of 1838, Messrs. Bowne and John I. .Mur;ran Ifnt 
auch sentiments as are quoted below, the sauctioa of their names and presence as Vice Presidenui at tlio tueetioc 
which adflglad them, Wm. M. Prke haiog chief ipeahar <prevtoa»~to fie GaUie Beiiim aad ahdieaikn.) 

• ^v - CI :> ider privileged fraad and privUaged credit ae synoojnaoaa terms expreerinf one identical evil. . . 
• • The Bank hae eewwiilted a privilend Awd ia exacting intereat ajNin ita own dabu, and in thaa nndariaa 

Iba creditor a debtor. That theM9 baaklng companiea ahovid be coateat with this abiqaitotu, bonad* 

ICM, abaollMa, and irresponsible power of fraud, without combining to usurp the legislative and executive pow- 
/eraeflhe feiieral government, would eecm to be but a reM>nable request. .... By securing the payment 
and diMbursement of the national revenue in the republicuii coin. We keep a still printer uinouot of the true staa-> 
dard of value iu the country, and thus bettor eoablo those fmuduleot institutions, the t>anlui, to redeem their proai* 
Imi than thcj aoald tf laft ta tha NifrdcitraetivaaMi af thair own oparatkMN." 

Mr. Bowne praided wkera it wa« ta plaia tanM naotvad* that hb 7th Ward Baidc waaa " da n g wa ae and ftaa* 

dtriant" eoneern— ita notes a eheat—aall thebaakaof the UnuNi, aa conducted by such as he, swindling instate- 
tiaaa. He approved of the whole, ood sent it forth ia die Poet withliis name attached. Where was bis self-re- 
spent in thi^' ^V|lat did he not ttdmit to hh own shame? If the aliove assertions were true, whv wu-, Peter 

KobihMon huug. und the killing of Suy dam, the bank prendrnt. adjudgt-d murder 1 If organi^^ed baaking uacee- 
apirocy iipaiiit^t American liberty and property, und Mr. Bo v. s iy.Nitia whnt wa^ tl ' u»i>of tii>^ triida af ^ai^ 
ker, Hyatt aod the Lambert* ia lflS6-7'i They were but parts of a system, and yet made scape f oata. 
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Pturtom House minutes, Buildiofi Cdm'rs office, Aug. 6, 1638.—** Present Walter 
Bowne, Esq. — Ordered [by Bowpe] that the followiji| cliecks be drawn [oo Bowao's 

bank,] viz : For Walter Bowne [that's me, too I] Services from 1st of Jan. to Ist Aug. 
$1690. And " Servicp?,'' 1 Mar. '35 to 15 Ap'l. 666 days, at S 8, $5328. Dec. 
15, 1840. Services," 441 days, at $ 8—^ 3528. Delighttul simplicity i What did 
they gh^ him as bank pretident Y Hoir mach stock did he get to make 15 per ct. out 
of at commencement ? What sum was he to draw out of the funds to share widh or 
did he share? Upnght, consistent, demorratic Walter Bowne ! 

Walter was nephew to Robert Bowne, who kept his store in Qiieen sircvt. New 
ITork* nearly sixty years ago. His family were (Quakers — he is, therefore, ii is pre- 
f nmed, a Hiekoiy QQaker« like O. W. LawrsDeo. In 18S6 he was appomted Mayor 
of New York, and held the office five years. His daughter is the wife of Joha W* 
Xiawrence of Flushing, and his son Nathan is reported to be very rich. ' 

Mr. Bowne is not too generous. It required two thirds of th^ senate of N. Y. hi 
F<di* 1824, to pass a bill, to give pubfic relief to many deservhie peiaoos whose prO" 
pertj was bnrot and destroyed last war— and the Assembly liad passed such a oitl, 
Twenty-two Senators said Yea when it came to them— Walter Bowne and two otbwa. 
•* Nay." 

Walter was a delegate to the bucktail convention at Herkimer, in 1828, which 
nominated Van Boren as Governor. I wish the peoide wonld look as steadily to the 
great interests of the many as this old man does to the worldly gains of ^ Mr. Walter 
Bowne.*' 



CHAFTEBr XXXII. 

Mevenue Meturns at N. F. Hoyt*s EmbezzUmenis, Daring attempt to dtfraud the U. S. 
out of $63,000. Ogdtn and PkiUipt's amcealmeiU of Stoartwomfw eondtut. MiUUm9 if 
defalcationa not yet looked into. Why should vc seek to Irocs iktmf Th$ Ntwal i^ffUt^hg 
Coe and Throop, a bate dec^ian. JfUming's t^iideace. 

Alter aii the attention which, with the information before me, I could give the 
question, I have come to the conclusion that there are powerful reasons for farther 

enquiry whether Mr. Hoyt's embezzlement of the public revenue has been limited 

to ? 220,000, and upward ; whether he, at same time receiving an income of over 
$ 40,000 a year from his otlice, did not coouive at yet greater errors i 

Jesse Hoyt collectedln 1839, from $47,113,697 woi^ of goods subject to various 
rates of duty, $ 14,642,408. In 1840, he only collected $ 6,990,643 on S 
of dutiable imports, whirh shows a falling off in duties at New i oik alone, of - 
67,651.7G5, or far more than one half the amount received the y( ar before. My 
opiuiou, after much consideration given to the subject, and fur more reasons than I 
shall state here, is, that this is a false statement of the real revenue of 1840, and per* 
haps, in a lesser degreOi of 1839. The No. of entries in Sept. 1840, was 3,930'-<4ii 
1839 they were 3,753. 

In 1827, the importations at N. Y. were, value, §41,441,000. In 1839, Si>7,078,000. 
. in 1840, $56,846,000. 

Mr. Swartwout's Gashler,^was Mr. Henry Ogdcn, a shrewd, cunning, good- 
humored, active, business man, the brother of a late Attorney General of Canada — his 
, assistant was Noah's famous proteg*, Joshua Phillips. Between them $ 600,000 re- 
ceived for bonds, remain unaccounted for at Washington— no one there knows that it 
was pidd at New York— the cashieis at New York got the money, but what next 
became of it? Mr. Swartwout was a keen, shnrp, cnifty poritician— matched Van 
Buren in his influence with Jackson, and was both sciiolar and accountant. Was he, 
too, ignorant as to this $ 600,000, and these defective returns ? J doubt it, 

liot US look back at Mr. Hoyt. 

After three years, or thereabouts, of office, he was about to leave it, and as he well 

knew, a heavy defaulter. His previous cj^rrer, was from early insolvency ff> recent 
Stockjobbing, baseless speculation, unprincipled politics, and great personal embarraas- 
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ment — his eompuiioos were men of hit biodler't tod Mr. Batior't-MiioMiMttl vymdi 

— rsnd the whigs coming into power. 

The merchant pays the duties on liis goods to the Cashier, who keeps an eniry or 
account of them — before that, a duplicate of that entry must have beeu lodged with, 
the Navai Officer m a oheck npoD the Collector'e returns of mooice icoeiwd for 
government. W 

Between January 6th, and February Rfh, 1841, hundreds of thousands of dollars 
were paid in duties to Mr. Tallman J. W^aters. He entered each sum in his book— 
■CGonoted daily (as he says) to Mr. HoyC for the money— -laid each eotiy in hii 
drawer* to be Aled with the others belonipng to each ship— -and between thMO daft 
some twenty or thirty of these entries were stolen—one this day, perhaps two the 
next, so as to avoid suspicion — ihe lowest entry stolen, showed (iuiies paid $732— the 
highest § 5,957. In all, vouchers for $ 63,039 were taken in 33 days — Mr. Hoyt had 
recdfed the nuniey paid on these entries — and had it not been that when the quarterly 
accounts went to Washington, a Whi^ Secretary, " a new brootn," looked sharper 
into the return, as made up from the impost book, than easy Mr. Woodbury niight 
have done — for the thief who stole the vouchers from the cashiered office, proceeded 
regularly to the Naval Office, day by day, and carried olf the duplicates*— Jesse would 
have been $63*039 richer by the "operation." But his weekly accounts, and quar- 
terly rettjrn, as made by himself and clerks, differed — an enquiry was set on foot, and 
the attempt to rob 'the treasury of tliese $63,000, was at length discovered. Had it 
succeeded tir wouM hone benefited no one but Hoyi^he would have cleared $ 63,039, for 
ha had the cash, and not a cent of it had been charged to him on the books of ths 
government. It was a case, the very counter]);ut of the 8 (>on,525 received on bonds, 
except that in it the lazy financiers at Washington might have detected the rascals by 
comparing the bonds payable with the monies sent for bonds paid, and on seeing what 
bonds were lan^ past due and unpaid, and the names of the merchants apparently de- 
linquent, further enquiry would have made all clear. But Mr. Woodbury would not 
see— nor would Wolf the Comptroller — t)or the Solicitor of tlx; Treasury — nor worthy 
Mr. Ogden the Cashier — nor Phillips \iis immaculate deputy — and the Auditor did 
not see it. So we have checks on error and fraud, multiplied and dovetailed, overpaid 
tad usele«»s. To cap the climax, Mr#Swartwout makes oath that he never got the 
money — Phillips, with like piety, swears that Swartwout did get it. One thing is 
clear it did not go into the United States Treasury, to be borrowed by Van Buren, 
Wright, and' Butler, as the American Land Company, and used to buy Western lauds 
at government prices, which the people might have had afterwards at 500 per cent, 
profit on the outlay ! 

The evidences in document No. 212, H. of R., 2d Sess. 27th Concress, show very 
conclusively that the merchants' bonds were paid at the Cashier's office — and neither 
eould he (O^en) nor his assistant show any receipts for the repayment.to Swartwout. 
Now, if S 60D,.') J') (if money received on bonds conid disappear from the casbier^s office, 
is it likely thnt tlif> cnsh rer(>ivpd on entries of dutiable goods wottld not also disappeari 
by the hundred ihoufiand dollars, or the million? 

Look at FleminjEr*s evidence before the Commissioners. He admits that his\>ffiee 
(the auditor's) could be no check, unless the entry was placed on file, when paid to 
the cashier — and as to the Naval Offtce, (kept by Coe, Throop, &c.) it was a base 
fraud on community, as managed — keeping up a battalion of fat, well fed clerks, who 
Were a pretended check on the cnllector— but no real <^eck. The law regulating the 
Kav:il Office is excellent, but, like everything else, it is perverted by a pack of rascab, 
who if they don't get the penitentiary here, will be sure of it hereafter. 

That the Naval Office should check frauds and errors, says the N. Y, Evening 
Post, is undoubtedly true, but heretofore the business has been so managed [by 
* Throop, Coe, Hoyt, Swartwout & Co.] as to render this department wholly 

* lo GoT'r Vui Buren't leuer to J. Hoyt, Fcbb 8^ 1899, (ptp» 4S,) he adndti that • doetor/ Mnd as the HerlD> 
mtr C<niv«ntiMi' by fettinr Enot T. Thioop, im mtterDojr, or Curagii, Bonlimted aa L. Gov*ir, tod ouMiiif CoL 

Pitcher, a worthy, upright, indepeiideut furinpr, whom Root hod propoaod, and who had voted in CongTena, ia 
1616, for the United Stat«>t Bank Chartor, and been appointnl by the Re«rency a eiretttt jiidf« in I8S3. On thf> 
12th of Mnrcli, ie29. Mr. Van Rurnii nhdicuteil, and Throop bpcamo (dc fnrto) Governor of N. Y. Statf>. In hi« 
meacnf^e, Mr. V. B. said, " If ampin talents, and a sound discriminating judpmnnt — if inteprity and 8inj;l('i)c.>,H of 
purpose. !iiul truly rrpublicnn principles. furni»h any just prouuds for expecting? a sufV; a*llnini^tnltion of thr pov- 
eniincut, that expectation, I am persuaded, may, in the proaent instance, be fnlly indulged." Throop preteaded 
IS dMiie tka furt't"""* of in smb vfee SHds evigr witk Ihnfa^, but is hii seli h» protMlai ttaik 
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dependent on the other." "It was thepraciice of the Naval Office, previous to the 
appointment of Mr. Towle, to certify all the aeconnts of the Collector, even bolbre 
they had received the signature of t'hat ofBcer himself. This was neither a counter- 
signature, as it was intended to be, nor a check upon any errors in the accounts, al- 
though it passed with others as a voucher of their correctness." *»In the case df per- 
mits for the unlading and delivery of goods, it was likewise the practice to sign them in 
the Naval Office previous to the signature of the Collectofi and then it was done with- 
out any actual knowledge whetht r the duties had been paid or secured to be paid.— 
. . In a similar manner the business has been done with regard to draw- 
backs or debentures.** • " 

Now it was honorable in the Evening Post to expose this most infamous conduct 
of i's ]V)liti( al friends — hut why did it delay tlie exjjosure till Mr. Tyler's commission 
had been printed ? Was tliere no fit time, from lb29, till Mr. Curtis, a political op- 
» ponent, was in office in 1844 ? Look at the Naval Olhcer's oath, and say whether the 
Navnl Officer's check only became necessary when Towle, the nominee of the retail 
nim-shop called Tammany Hall, was placed alongside of the whig, E. Curtis ? The 
salaries of the Naval Officer and his aids, and tlieir other expenses, fees, &c., amount 
to more than $60,0u0 a year. Has the whole concern only been a blind to enable 
knaves to plunder with more impunity from 1829 to 1841 T If not— what else wm 
it? The law of Congress of 1799 is good; and by the Comptroller's circular of 1821 
the Naval Officer is required to keep corrcspondinj; accounts with the Collector, to 
enable him from his own books, to certify to the accuracy of the Collector's accounts. 
What avail good laws while M men conspire to render them unavailing for the gene* 
ral welfare? 

The manner of Fleming the Auditor's evidence in 1841, irniilies a seeming doubt 
of the accuracy of the books of these Custom House Cashiers — and witli reason. 
Waters might be honest, but wliat can be sa^ for his assistant, Bleecker ? If Wa- 
ters was absent did not Bleecker do the business? He, the informer-general to Hoyt'; 
the standing witness, at N. Y., Boston, Ballmiore, and Philadelphia; who did not 
tell Swartwout of the vill^ny he professes to liave known, because " he had no con- 
fidence in him!" Bleecker's own statement, pages 36 and 37 of Hoyt's "Let- 
ters,** show him to have been long acquainted wlh wholesale Itnavery by import- 
ers—yet he neither informed the treasuiy« the district attorney, the collector, nor 
the naval oflicer, but waited till Hoyt appeared, and then volunteered as infornwr- 
general — prosecuted Hoyt ibr his share of the plunder, was then dismissed, and 
relinquished the spoils, out of ihe ** Yorkshiremen," to recover them as Hoyt*s second 
cashier ! 

Is there not the strongest reason for bdioving that entries were made, the money 
paid, and the entries cancelled, by some of the worthies described in this chapter, to 
the amount of 'millions, between 1829 and 1841? Look at the above facts — at the 
dbaracters of the men— ihar opinions of one another— the ease with which 1000 
entries out of 20,000 made in a year could have been put on the fire — and at the con- 
fusion and shameful disorder in which tlie records of the Custom House were ])ur- 
posely kept — the important papers that were and continue to be missing — and doubt, 
if you can, that millions on milUons of dolhrs paid hj the merchants have been in this 
way embezzled ! If $63,039 were very adroitly cancelled as credits in 33 days of the 
last quarter of Hoyt's incumbency, and the theft only discovered through the change 
of officers at Washington, who cau suppose that that was the only theft in the pre- 
vious twelve years, under the indulgent supervision of Woodbury, Wolf, &c.f It is 
true, Mir. Duane was the man to put down such {mctices, had they existed in 1833-^ 
but he was got rid of— and even Jonathan Thompson, a Tammany Hall democrat 



Tliousjli a mere tool in Van Burcn's hands, und tbnt loo one of the mcanost, the Safety Fund system mid the Re* 
r^triicy cnrritHl him into (ieorj;e Cliiiton'it seat afl GnvtTiior. I think ho wan next iippoiiitt'd to an offlco in the 
8late Prison at Aulmrn, then to the Naval Office at Ni-w York, whcro he shaniffuliy lu-vloctcd his duty, and 
laatly, ient by Vun B.irrn to Naples, na minisler. This is one of those expensive follies wiiicli ijlittor in thn i y>s 
of corrupt tnoU of jmwer, and mukethcni the more, ca^er to iirostituti^ their talents in a di.slioncst cause. Tbroop 
was a regular stock-jobber — gol $10,0(X) in Cayuga Rank stock and $ir>.(i^H} in Fhccnix, yieUling nearly $4,000 profit 
at Many's Mtimato, beside other ttocka. George ILThroon hiul other $10,01)0 of the Cayuga Baiik stock, and 
Kathi Oarroir. tho U. 8. Mfenhd, $10,0U0. George and Notli'l were Com'ra to distribute it, and they ea vc their 
brother-in-law, tka'R«f*r in CluHMarjr, $1S,000, Moolvoaeiy Hunt, whose d,Au:;htcr one of them had married, 
910,000, and their friend 8. Beardsley $10,000, and I udontaisd Mt a pcnuy was paid m tbia s|9dt I TlMjr 
managed thn job »(> ns tn roiitrol ttia iNml^GiMMfe&TlinMptMMiM eaalber, and tha direeton liamwad out 
much more lhaa they had paid lo. 
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mnoved, he net fidfaif into *' the line of eafe imeedenii*? ae • poblic pickpoclnti dBm * 

defaulter. 

It ijtiay be asked — Coulcl additional embezzle merits be discovered now?* I reply — 
Cut bono I There is no way to puiiBh wholesale rogues in this country. And eveo 
If yon to recover millions, they would be aqoandered on army and navy officen 
who have nobody to fight witb, distributed by Vice President Dallas among needy 
senators, to pay the expense of journeys they never went, deposited in banks as a spe- 1 
culatton fund fur their directors, to *trap merchants with, or wasted on some Indian 
warfare to be got np in Texas, to yield patronage to the executive. Who c^n have 
forgotten the s{)lcndid becpiest of Mr. Smithson, an Englishman, in aid of Education ilk 
Amprtrn? The $500,000 arrivetl ;it W;(-ihington. What became of it ' A bnnknipt 
corporation m Arkansas, cnlled the Rc il Estate Bank, sold Arkansas State Bonds to 
Levi Woodbury for the §500,000. ^Senator 8evier ajid Gen*l Wiliiaimon were the 
CommiaaioneiB for . the Banlc— they charged $14,000 each for espenaee and eenricea— 
paid $5000 to a broker at Waehington to do the business, and lent $8500 to persons 
in New York ! These greedy leeches were instroraents of Van Buren — hut if 
Smithson had known the characters he was trusting, I guess he would have put 
one clauae more in hie will* Hie gold waa eadly reduced Mfore it reached the Real 
Estate Banfe^and when a legislative committee examined the bank vaults, only 
$15,000 were found in specie. The debts due it were base and worthless j Listen to 
ihe Globe! 

"The millions lavished on Gales tind Seaton for uselc:? printing and doca- 
raentary lumber to keep np their jx)litical and polluted concern, and to make good 
the terms of the coaUtiou with the conservatives in furnishing support for their 
donble-foced jonmal-*the half mtUioB required to complete the distribntion job of 
Clarke and Force— the annual half million wasted on out of the way li^t-houses, 
cbenfin'j the mariner like so many will-o'-the-wisps along coasts — the millions sunk in 
throwing stones in rivers and removing sand or mud from hopeless harbors, muktog 
holes, to be filled up again by the acdon of the tide, and tne natorat currents— «U 
these, and hundreds of other sources of wasteful and useless expenditures, we 
traced" to Martin Van Buren, it m'lzhi have added. What said Mr. Van Buren'9 
oath? That he would be faithful to the Constitution — and what does in enjoin? 
S|)eaking of bills, no matter for what purpose — it says, of every bill, ** If he ap- 
prove he shall sign it.** Bid he then approve, as hb signature attests f XTndoubt- 



* I think, however, that much )> f rtuiiion could be htui as to other ombezzlemeots if the bad meo who have 
prc^tfi'l by them were ousted. 'Wlmn n ship arrives from abroad ahe produc«a n manifest, or detailed autnmeiit 
otlwr cargo. The Incpoctur's roturu slicw» wliut part went to the owners, tad what to the public store, for ex- 
Mnl|tation, or storage. The Surveyor's assistant compares this return with tfeA f|Weipl5 and permits. It is also 
eompBMd with tlie entrin MkI uanifiBai^Huid u the auMtori ilielf njf ht b« eMifMMd with th« cockaii, ia Um 
M«« of British f «Mol«, thov coald be no kDBvarr, union knavM wt «i hoii«M m»a*§ ataolt^ Why abovM « 
deputy collector si(B an enlry without making a minute of it in a check book t Why shoold a Navnl Officer 
make no immediate rcisordt Why should it rest on tbp honor of a Phillips or a Bleecker, or the fancy of somo 

ffanihlsr in the Collector's chnir, whr»ther wholesale fran I n In ~;v sh 11 ])ri i I impeach no one. 1 rcuson 

fron) the multitude of fuctn heforn nic. One thing i« clear, thi>se who do uut want the knavery of. former years 

to !<i!>! the li^Mit will find oiu imihin-,'. Mr. LoretioIIoyt'a pcindiplAorii^nriqf afHaiid,butiiev«rtanii|f Uh^ • 

baK ilK (1(1 vi^calp.", even in o Cusloai House. 

I ii:iv(- fxprc'tfrd my belief that the $63,000 of entries abstracted in 1841 are not the only ones. Look atlVMAl 
evidence in the U. S. Com'rs. renort. Heatatoe, llth Dec. 1841, " I wa« in the hubit of payinif Mr.PhiUipa^ tiM 
former caxhier, about $"^00 a yekr, and coatlDliml the same to Mr. Blaeeker." He adds, that B. owad Ua hcWM 
fSOO to 1300 for goods, and omm)/ iaat, b«i whas be had ehaived thaaa ihiosa to lUin hedidnotaKpeatto gM 
. payment. •< 1 was io the babit," fvaa continues, *' of bandinf t» Mr. Bleecker, assistant cashier, cbeelis apjlliMt 
daU for c<sh duties, instead of paying thf n)ori<*y. Thp>e chcckn wore hnld by Mr. B*cecker without tho know- 
ledge of Mr. Waters the cashier, somotiiticH ten or (iftocn (iuy.H. Ii wa.s understood between Mr. Bleecker and 
iiiy^olf tlmt ih« tnintaciions in regard to the chocks should not be e \u> i ^ ; > Mr. Waters." Waters speaks of 
Ives's cidx-ks. hill there mny hnve been many nioro of them tlinn lie km n uf — and if BlePck(>r could keeps 
S10,000 or .*2(),tXW ciicck, taken for dnticc. 10 or I.') days bpcrcily, " in ii black bo.x," • ithcr ho nui.st ha\ o withheld 
the report of Ives's entry from Watert^, or there could have been uu daily .soit1euicut)i aad paying: over baiaaces 
daily liy the latter to Ho}rt. From this and other means of information I bare concluded that Waters was not 
atways preiteut taking money — and that much that was wroof might have been done with, a proper iMtderstaodiag 
ofuarties unknown to him and iujuriotw tP the revenue. 

JB Aoditor Fleaiiag's evidence about the ailasiBf eotflaa of Jan. 1^1, ha, (inneh astonished, of oonrae) declares 
Ibvf were the ontjr doemneats he had known to be removed. Hki memory, had it reached as fhr baeit as Gilpin 
^ and Barker's visit in \ ft^9, would have told him of books, pnpcrs, important records, missing, not to be hiid Mid 
the last quarterly return of Hoyt's prcdpceMor, free from Hoyt's errors, for it was not made out at all! 

Mr. Watpr§ swore tlnit ho account* 1 iill /r daily ns cashier, and paid him the each balances. If so, the r as !i 
account must hnvr told Hoyt and lux clerku when ho fint Ins last quarterly return to Wtt«hinyton, that it was a 
dishonest oin\ for Water-f's hook sliowed the $r>3,<K)0 of mi-'sing entrins, all entered snti ptud to Hoyt by him. 
How was it with the weekly return to Wasiiingtoat WiU uol legislators who hire knaves find U difficult to 
•■Mt ta«B IB keep them a Iralgbt I ! 
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cdly for lie was sworn to OBJECT and return every bill whiehin his judgment, was 
not for th, i.eople's interest. Did he do that? Never in one inslTmce-but when 
upbraided i or the wholesale venality, corruption and shameless profligacy of his ad- 
niniMraUoii, be replied through his annaal message— that it was not ie practice for 
presidents to object to bills for spendiag the people's money, on account of their ex- 
travagance Will not this man's name stink iu the nostrils of future generations • f 
1 believe it is a tact, that from '37 to MO, Van Buren's estimates, or money asked for 
public uses, WBS $b9,000,925. Congress voted ^143,190,106, or 44 millions addi- 
tional. By the virtue ofhis oath to object if he disapproved, he signed "approved" 
at thv foot of every biU-as it would be an unusual thing Ibr a present to check ex- 
travagauce ! , - 



CHAPTER XXXm. 

Tfie Committee of Congress, 1839— their report. Mr. Van Buren publtdy advised of 
Hoyt arid 0)e's rmsconduct. Horace Greeiey's prophecy. Mr. BryayU. The Post 
justifies Hoyt. Official Jneomes, Morm and the Post Office boxes, Hoyt pockets 
$80,000 for a year {by mistake,* I!) (he's income. G. R. No faimeta 

shnwn to the merchants. Wasson, Shourtj and the ^'privileged carU.^^ Were 
Hoyt and the Government aware of SwartwoiU's spccuhdon.s "and embezzlements f 
PMiHns and Ogden, Comptroller Wo^. The late Ec/ford ^20 fiOO verdiu. H, 
A. Wise denounces Woodbury. Noah's Pt^. DtfauUers and Sbeeulatort C^krn^ 
bus and Fori Wayne. Moyt's insoknet. OmI and Ckaraeter of the N, F. Cuttom 
House, 

We have seen why Mr. Van Buren appointed Mr. Hoyt to the Custom House. 
The report of the Committee of Congress, 1839, will sliow that he was well and ear^ 

ly informed of his illerrnl conduct, and misraanagpmcnt there — and the inference is, 
that as he retained him, he approved of that conduce. Speaking of Hoyt and Cop, the 

committee said, that their returns were incorrect, and not to b© beUeved that Hoyt 

was guilty of an unlawful retention and use of the revenue-*>tliat Hoyt would neither 
show them his own book of cash deposites in bank, nor permit the banks he used to 
show them his accounts — that he c??rripd on his inw business with his public busi- 
ness, and mixed his own funds, the public funds, and his legal clients' funds a!! up 
together, thus croating confnsion-*that, G. A. Worth had mado known that Hoyt had 
deposited the public money in banks forbidden to him bylaw asdipositories-^nd they 
quoted the Attorney General's condemnation of Hoyt's rotir?e. The latter, with 
^40,000 if not ;i^60,00U, of an annual income, had the assurance to ask, when turned 
out, another $200,000 for keeping and taking care* of the revenue (1 i), although the 
Attorney General and Congress had reproved him for withholding it from theTrea* 
Miry, and Stephen Allen could not get it nnt ofhis tnlojis, for his Sub-Treasury. 

Mr. Hoyt put into his own pocket, the dilierence ot rent paid for the public ntores, 
and the sums received for storage. This item alone, netted him over $11,000 a year, 
hot the sane dishonest and peculating course is no longer continued. The V. S. pay 
die storekeepers, clerks, workmen, inspectors, &c. there employed. What a mocke- '. 
ry it is to fix the value of one man's labors at $6,400, when in reality thoso in tl:n se- 
cret well Itnow he is to get $ 40,000 to $60,000 even if he does not plunder and pillage 

• 1 doBOtwiah to cIrhs Mr. Bryant with such trading politicians aa Iloyt. Wright, Butl. r, l?: [G I forbid !! 
bat it oufbt to be known that Ac d'td not Minction the leader in the Post of March I, k&tl, wliere il says, that if m 
certain etatemcnt conuum I in the American " i» accurate, wo do ii«t see how Mr. Hojrt could safely do otberwuo 
tbAO retain the money subject to the decision of the courts. He mi^ht better relinquiah tiis claim to it at oooa 
HHtttO pay it OVRr to the department and petition Con^rress to direct it to be refunded. No tribunal in the coun- 
tiy, serbape in the worid. ti more tardy, more uncertain, more iudiflforent to the just eicpeetatioaa mad ficltti mt 
priv«to euitore than the ConfreM of the United Statea." 

"Mr. HorthHii b«M from am early peribd a warm and intimate friend of Mr. Van Bw«a,uid it BSltiwraAait 
the Preaident as aflbrt of OKtre than hw luual firmneaa to diaplace him." 

Juit two ypiar«*before tbi«, Horace Greeley, in hii weekly Whijf of March S. 1898, had recapitulated the invea- 
tiffatiny committee'a atatoment, adding— "In abort, erery thing appearatobe in train for another explosion, when- 
eivf r th*; ro!i< ( tor shall deem it more profitable and safe to take atouroship than to continue iu Ujh Ciistim U'juii;." 
ia il poMibie that Mr. Van Buren could have pmoaded rational beings that Hoyt a career waa a aeparaf w of 

tMli sail mrr* Tm nuar M t s wdit fcUfcrtsa sM f es t ssBi b ts wasw Ms tern <f tin f nriAmf ,* 
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our merchants on pretended charges of Iraud, and then embezzle ayd pocket what he 
has thus disgniceriilly obtained ! Jt is so in eveiy thing. Go to the Post Office, aiid 

there you find Lawrence's comrade, Morris, enthroned in an old Dutch church as 
postmaster. You think you know his sahiry — but you don't. The hw snvs one 
thing but practice sayo another. There are soijie 3000 boxes paid for by the Uuited 
States— clerks are paid to wait upon them — and while tl or $1,50 a year Is charged 
elsewhere io the Union for a box, here it is $4. The $ 8,000 to $12,000 on this, isit 
not a perquisite of office ? Why not rnfJ \hh trir!;f rv, cheating, jobbing, deceptive 
system at once — pay a lair price for the hibors ol a postmaster, and let the public lune 
boxes at $1,50, and the government the revenue ?* Go to the Marsha], District Aiiur- 
Dey, where yon please, it is everywhere a discreditable, mean scramble* a craving fbr 
bread at the expense, too often, of every mnnly, independent principle. Can Congress 
do no better for us ? Is prnctical democracy a mockery, and a reproacht or majr we 
dare to love it as in tlie sunny days of boyhood and youth ? 

One of the public stores to New York was burnt. Very reprehensible was the con* 
duct of the officers who had the management of the sale by auction of the damaged 
goods. The nett proceeds were paid to Mr. Hoyt, Feb. 11 and 21, 1840, to be, by him, 
that day placed at the credit of the government, in his accounts. Did he do it ? No. He 
pocketed the money, $19,999 — spwulated on it for a year^ and merely charged himself 
with it for form's sake, on the 20th Feb. 1841, just to enable the government to state 
more corrertlv the sum total of his cmbezzlprnt nts ! *' Why did yon do it?'* says 
one. " I forgot it," quoth Jesse. The interest of this and other sums kept by him, 
when the treasury ought to have had 'em, I value at $10,000 a year, at the usual rate 
of interest. Besides the use of t)ie $19,929. he charj^ the U. S. 82,000 for storisg 
the goods, auctioned, in the U. S. Stores. 

I have heard the/e« for three years estimated nt Here was Sio nno to 

him, in that time, from that source. ^ One may judge what a besom or scourge Hoyt was, 
where he telb us in his letters, p. 133, that the flnes, forfeits, and penames paid by 
him to the treasury in less than three yenrs cnme to 991*000— while in the previous 
2t) years they had only amounted to 10.000. Fleming says that Hoyt had $29,- 
373 as his nett share of this sort of plunder — 1^10,000 a year that was — and the same 
went to Coe and Ciaig, each, yearly, making theur places worth $16,000 to $18,000 
per annum-chough that is under the reality. 

Hoyt was never satisfied. He tr l l AVrn lhury thnt integrity must be hptfer pnid. 
He served 9 months in 1838, and actually contended for the whole year's pay! " < la 
you be honest, Mungo ?" says one of Sheridan's heroes to his black servant. \V iiat ' 
you give me, massar* replied the negro. No man has done more to injure Van Buren 
permanently, than Jesse Hoyt. 

Compare what follows with Mr.' Qoyt's conduct to the foreign houses whose goods 
were seized : 

George R. Ifes, of the firm of Labron ic Ives, waa • staBdiog witness fov Hoyt in 

sei'^ure cases. Mr. Lounsberry swore that Cairns of thp woollens loft, would pass 
Ives's invoices as fairly charged, though rtited 10 to 15 per cent, under vnlne — while 
to other itouses who gave fair invoices of some kind of goods he would raise the price 
10 to 15 per cent It is conduct like (his that embamsses the honest dealer. On 
one oecavon Cnms raised the invoice price of a lot of woollens 20 to 25 per cent, not 
knowing the ownrr. Mr. Ives arrived, said the goods- were his— they talked priv ately, 
and the invoice wa^ ;it once reduced to its old rate. • 

On one occasion a k)t of Ives's woollens were measured. There was 3900 yards 
more than ¥ras entered— 4ho fraud was clear. Let him have his gogds, said Hoyt. 
To a foreign merchant he would at once have replied — "I seize your goods, Sir, ftr 
the fraud." There were 13 bales and 390 pieces-^ery piece was 10 yardb longer 
than stated. ' • 

The reader will remember Oeorge Sfaourt, whom Judge Ulsnoefler^ brother re- . 
contmended for promotion from the cartage of the Ereiiing Post to that of the CTus- 
tom House. He got the place, but it wa«s believed that his cart was Hoyt's, stth rosa* 
Be this as it may, G. A. Wasson charged for cartage in three yearn, $41,688, and 
only two privileged carts, at 30 to 50 «eBts each package, or $3 to $10 per load! 
He ehaiffed f<nr labor in llin public atotee f51,$63-4d ho made out hia blU^ 
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"paid for carttg»,$— " "paid far labor $ gave no pattiealarB— toacbed hit 

$ no fO a month as pnvma.st'^r, and of tint k'-pt the larger share as carlinnn. We can 

{*u<];;e (.f'thc inlamously corrupt character ol" the treasury office in those tiaya when bills 
ike this t'ttf nearly $ 100,000 were taken without the agent producing a single voucher 
and the ebar^ea, toOi so emormous? No matter! Levi Woodbury dc Co. did not 
stand on trifles with a friend. Wasson was one of lloyt's " battalion of teatimoiiy*' 
wns made a deputy collector — would nett $2000 besides, for tjoino- from town to 
town to swear — abstracted gooda from the public stores for his own use — and, though 
professedly poor at first, as 'an inapeQtoT— he aaddeoly "Wit several splendid ^edifieea 
III New York, and set up his carriage for comfort and convenience." Nor is this to be 
wondered at. The two carts above had made a profit of $35,000, or over $ 10,000 a 
year. 

One effect of the goveromcnt enquiry under President Tyier waa the dismiasa] of ^ 
WaaeoB and Caima. The former waa OTg«d on Swartwoot by one of his aiiredeai as 
follows: 

J. Oakley to S. Swartwoat, 9 Cedar St. 

" April 88, 1839. Dear Sir.— There is a very deserving man by the name of Geor|r^ 
A. Wa?3on a raeasuier attached to the public store. I do not know that he would, 
under any circumstances, be removed, as I underetaud he has been a Jackson-man and 
was appointed throng the inflnenee of Mt, Baldwin of Pittsburgh, who is hia friend 
As it is a matter of great iinportanee to him, however, he has requested me to speak to 
you on the subject. I wisft ymi would have the goodness, if his removal ia eontem* 
plated, to let tne see you. Yours truly, 

J. OAKLEY. 

P. S. Permit me to suggest, by way of manifesting my regard for your comfort, 
that yon had better make the reniovala and appointments which you contemplate, oronee 
If you do not, there will not be aa much of you left in a few daya as there waa of the 
Kilkenny Cala." 4> 



I think there can be no doubt but that Mr. Woodbury's office knew that Swartwout 
waa a heavy defaulter long before he left for Paris — but it seemed to be an object with 
him to remain quiet till after the elections of Nov. I8f?8. Mr. Iloyl :incl his friends could 
nothjive remained ignorant of the real stale of .Swartwout's alTairs after June, 18U8, the end 
of his (Hoyt s) first quarter. Thev must have seen that iSwariwout was $040,754 be- 
hind for eash paid bim on bonds. "Mr. Ogden, i5wartwottt*a cashier, waa Hoyt's cash- 
ier till March, 1839 — he knew the whole ; and yet Gilpin the Soliciter was not sent to 
Kew-Y"ork till Nov. 1838. If the department rficeived the accounts required by law, 
Mr. Woodbury nfust have known of a defakation, even in 1837 — but as he was lenient 
to other men who had embenled large auma, but professed to be aetive partizans, per- 
haps it was his wish to be so with Svrartwout and his friends. When Mr. Swartwout 
declined to send his last quarter's account to Wnshinp-ton in April, 1838, why did Wood- 
bury not send an officer to get it till November ? This shows a corrupt and willful 
omission of duty on his part, and Wolf the Gompiroller is not less culpable. Consider- 
ing Woodbury's character as a statesman this fact ought never to be fcngotten. Gilpin, 
in Nov. tells Woodbury that the accounts had not been furnished because Swartwout 
wished them to be withheld till he would r^m from Paris ! Was tiiis a sufficient rea- 
aon for Woodbury's waiting till Nov. for the ^larterly return due in April from the 
principal revenue office in the Union ? Swartwout, Ogden, and Fleming were together 
in this business. On July 19, 1837, Tpssp TSliller, Ist auditor, Washington, writes 
Swartwout — " Sir : Y^our accounts of Customs cm/ official emoluments for the first quarter 
1837 are received.** Then the words in italics are crossed out, and a note added 

The above do ndt include abetracts of bonds taken and bonda pidd." It woiUd thua 
seem that they were to© lazy and indolent at W[ishington to compel the return from 
New- York of those statements which, bad they wished it, would have at any mo- 
ment, exposed the chief item of S's delinquency. This letter referred to a return a year 
ahead of Swartwout'a laat— and yet Fleming was retained also ! Look at the private 
connection of the parties, with the swindlers nf 1826, the insolvents of 1837, the stock-' 
jobbeca, landjobbeza, and Maitia Van ^uien their comrade, and you are answered 

t • 
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When Mr. O^den, in Nor. 1B38, told 6il|ttn of bis oonveraation -with Swnnpontbifiin 
he sailed to Fxaooe in August previous, and that he then well knew 6( the monies em- 
bezzled, are we to suppose that Hoy t would have kept him (Ogdeu) lonp^erin the casliiei's 
place^ had he concealed the shameful aifair t'rura him till then ? Mr. Ogden had kept 
office under Swartwout for many years, and admits that he knew that the €k)llectot w> 
gan to embezzle the public money nine months after be was appointed, and use it in his 
private speculations, and that he had often told him so, as had PhiHips. What was Mr. 
Op-den's oatli as an officer, and his obligation as a citizen ? Was it to let the robbery 
reach 42 tons of bolid silver, keep^his salary and uftice and hold his tongue! Did he do 
^ tbist If he did not, but acted honestly, what are we to say of Ibe president and treasury 
department, who knew of and yet concealed such wholesale villainy T And if he did , why jui 
they retain him as cashier after this public avowal, one single hour, and till March, 183'J?* 
Let me here direct public atteaiion to a recent movemeiii uf Butler's, by which, notonly 
is Henrf Eekfoid's estals eleared of all responsibility thToogh his suretyship for Swart- 
wont, bnt the United States are assessed $20,000 to Eckford's heirs. There was no 
•( Connoil fee" fnm th% defendant in this case, I trust— bnt as the District Attorney knew 



*Mr. riemin? wn» the ■aditor from July, 1836, and yet bo telli in 1833. that he was ifnorant of Swartwout'i 
def iult (ill August, 1838, wh<^n (wrn hh lett.T to Gilpin) be told Oifilen wlio l>iulo him lell Swartwout, who pre* 
tpnded surprise, althouifh 0|di-n own- i i t SMartwout, Phillipi and tiimM-lf kiu'w all hIhuiI it, from the commence- 
ment iti Why did Woodbury nnd lloyt remaift rilent even iheo ! Coufreaamen, &c. were to be choaen ia 
Nor'r and ^il> i.ce would help the party. Just co it was when $M.000 wa« totea Itnm the BtOOlUy ffsnk mimm 
waf Ills m<ut profitable alterontitre — not to the public, hut to the bank, 

Itkvery evident from Mr. Flemiug's IcUer that the full default of Swartwout "WM Itmllr weertafncd* fi 
Auirust, IKIB — .111(1 it is'cfiuully clrar that had Coe, the naval officer, done bis duty, the defakatioii eouW onlyhavfl 
occurred wUli tlif open s.aituon of ihn Trensury chief. He neglected his duty, however, very discreditably, aud 
H is but tardy justice to givo him a place iimong his comrades here. 

A review ofSitertwoat'a caae. aeid U. A. Wim. [Globe report] " showa tket mtrnf check hea beea a bead o eeA 
hy the fleereterf— the Naval Oflleer— the OonpetroNer— not to say by the Firat Auditor. Sir, if pertjr ^irit, Khe 
ft tend, did uot befriend and sustain this Secretary (L. Woodburv)— pardon and whitewash bla hideona deforaii* 
tiea and delinquencies— bhirht all moral senvibtluy hero in this hail nnd at the White House, he would be removed 
from office instantly, or be impeached. Go where you will — tra< > iiin .ny where, and you will find him dull, stupid, 
incompetent, neglocU'ul, faittUesa, and corrupt. I mince no teru>» — fear no reauoesibilitiea. If he had the aenai* 
bilities a Dua, he iroold dtnaod a triai Gire me an houeat ittiy,MMlI wiil,iqNMi dMM piip«i% cosvkt 
himl" 

«lf b ereditabie to Pelk thst Wtae heldi oilee noder htm. Let that go aa an etbet te<he ttmfmmy employ- 

ment of Wetmore nnd Butler — nnd it wni a spirited act of the clerk of the .Auditor at WashiniftOB (Mahon> 
frankly to avow that the "weekly and monthly returns of nioneyx rereiv««d und paid at the custom house," 

the '* return of d; h( n i uros," "ab>tract.'* of bond.sput in puit,' Mii/tmary iital' im ' tf duties colleeted," "ethcdnlfl 
of bonds taken and hquiila|ed," required for the Secretary's office, have uoi been pro|»erly arranged and cvm- 

Eared with each cthcr aadwilh th« qoarterly account cttrrcot of the caatsoic bf th« Seactarj of the IVoocwy i 
inaelf. 

tkmgft Iferdeenl Noah, who would probably praise SaUa when he deserved It, " for a eoniMoratifla,*' mmA whe 
hail helped his friend Swartwout to that upri(,'kt Hebrew, Phillips the c i^tii r— Mordecai, I Say, was prieved to 
see Swartwout leave the Custom Houoc, uuri thus in the Eveninir St ir <!i I \if publish the retiring Collector's 
eulogy : — " There are few nj« u lio li ;(\ !• mi important situation wuh luorc oi' [li< public upprotnt ion Mr. 
Swart vout. The merchants cheerfully admit that the office could oot have been bettor filled." Noah'a oomyi^ 
ment is very equivocal to the ■Mtohaata, the pahlic^ and cAelal fiilks hi fMMtaL 

I have said that Wnodharf waa merciful to public pilferers. For example, " Harris, the receiver at Columbaa, 
lIlMitaippi, waa a notorious drunkard and dofnnlter, but kept in office two years, in full knowledi^ of the de> 

partment, until he owed $ifiO fHMT " S-n >fr \Vi tells ua, Ihromrh thr Globe. In Au>f't, "35, Wno llnirv lells Har- 
ris that he in a defaulter — a^ain in Ocu— iud »u oa till Sept. Itfic, wfn u th ' fellow proposes to rtftirn, uller hav- " 
ins( been two and a half years a heavy defaulter! 1 A Mr. G. D. Boyd mh! rt <i -d Harris, and was " i iiir niiierntf," 
:< ■ ind speculator, like Butler, and resirned, a defaulter, many thouaaiid dollars in arrears, in Augtist, 1637. John 
J aMs applied next, ns "a warm friend of the adminifltntkUtP Ml THrooJhlllJF. ihO Bit lilll J. Wii I1IW ■Je(%> 
in N. H. Were not the peoplh there to be pitied ! I 

Col. John Spencer, Receiver at Fort Wayne, was charged by the government exaiuiuer, (Aug't 22, lo3ti,) 

gross misconduct, hs follows : 

" ITpon the subject of using the money of the United States, I hef leave to Mate that I find H nnivereallj atatodt 
and believed, and It ii conceded to aa a fact by the clerks in tho receiver's oAce, that both ho Mid hb rotallveu 
■Ji^eoB, have been mvch ia the habit, ia Iho ofBee, of ahavinf Miey ; that ia, esehaagiog the money which oonld 



aoC bo roeeivod for public lands j the rolo of exchange or diaeoont vary log from three to ive per cent I find la 
tbecaae of Isaiah Wells, of Marion county, Ohio, that, BO recently iiH tlh' t^ili iiistrLni,he paid into the li^irnjKof 
the receiver, in hia office, eight dollers for exchaiisring two hundred mul furiy dollars of Ohio bnnk notes of live 
doll;irs eiich. To what extent this shavinL' liu-^inegs hasbeco carrifi! on in the office, of cour-f I dr, uot iiiiow, 
but I :iui >ati»fied it has been toa very considerable extent; and liiat the fforernroent money pitid in by odo per- 
BOR lin- bopii hsiiidr d ut by the n ' ( j . nr in exchange for uncurrcnt, or not land office money — he receiving for 
his own private use tho discount as agreed upon ; and that the cane governmeat money again ia paaaed into tho 
land office, to be again uaed Ibr the like parpose, in pay flw the public lands. That the receiver baa Uikes iB 
baah notea of ive doUera, contnuy to oidera, the aehednlo pnmrod at hia offieci horowitli onchiead, vifl srofO i 
ttatkot«eotvodmbo«niiriaUnf«hooain,HIthfadi,alMothe7eaa«d^ 

On theSHtli O t Spencer writes Woodbury—" My dt^moeratic fricu ls think I ought not to Irnvn until after 
^e hold our election for Fresideat," and the Van Bureu aote ehaeer remained accocdiaiiy ; Woodbury iaalifir 

" ilTniT 1-^ — r'" ff T'f^n frr Irriifiiliinr. fam i iirt itj. wil rilMHt <r.'*-T'- 
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S'v«n Tery general dissatisfaction thi/i court • . ' • . . . Hie city has beea 
ii of toaen, &e., these two davf^t • eatlle Bhow— Imt I lim seen nothing of it 
mpriA. Chief Justice Spencer flelivered a speech on the occaekm, h\j waUt as J 
^tt^^^omt ^ prqpanUion /or tht period when he will he cMoiypeUtd lo rtUre Ut the mada if 
*vnoaU 1^$, In haete, yours, truly, 

R F. BUTLER. 

In another letter, April, 1819. Mr. Batler lellt Mr. Hoyt ftooi Sandy Hiii, that «Th« 
appointment of hv\^p Woodwofib is oniTeraally lepiobaled hm; withonl any deeftklQ^ 

except the ClintoniaQS.'* 

Extracts of letters from Michael Ulshosfier, 1st CotuQr Jo4get N, Y., to Jesao BosfU 
member of Aaeembly, Albany. 
New Yoik, Feb. 3, 1823. — '* I pfehmne that oar dty appointments are to bs feoom* 

mended by the memberB, at lea^t I have been informed that such is the wtdi 
of the Governor. Will your friend Noah consent to this? — for \ sw by his paper 
that be rules at Albany, and that tboee who otlend him are to receive no quarter. . 
Piay inform me whether be is authoriied to say, as be does in bis paper» tnat al) 
who are not Am friends bad better stay at home, or not ofier their names at Albanjr 
this winter? What are yon doing about state printer, will not Leake obtain it? Let 
me also know whether any open or concerted opposition is made, or making against tha 
Governor. 

New York, Feb. IB, 1823. With respect to the Comptrollership, I can only say that it 
was not desired by me, and that I had so written before I received your kind letter. I have 
no such views, I assure you Kven that bie:h!y respectable situation would not tempt me 
me to leave here and reside at Albany : 1^ 0/* do i desire to be made Jirst Judge in anjt 

kambU, and 1 bare no intention at presott to beeome a candi* 
date for any office beyond that of a Notary Public. Accept, however, my grateful thanks 
for your friendly int^tions, and if 1 have an opportunity, I will reciprocate. Do nOt 
make a State Printer,* who will transfer the feuds of New York to Albany, and throughout 
the Stats. DoUness woald be preferable to indiscretion. Do looft to this. I regret that 
tile appearance of things is unpropitious at Albany. But is it necessaty to opposs 
Ck>vemor Yates? Will not things go on smoothly in future? If the members of 
Assembly have recommended the county Jjidges, haw comes it that the Gomnor nomi- . 
oatsd Mvfsiir, Iec ? Has not tba Ctovamor complied with tfaa insinbsriiP wishes 



fVom Mrs. Harriet Bxaler ( Wife of B. F. B.) to Mr. Jesse Hojft, 
Fm'k Washington, Feb. 19. — Addressed to Jesse Hoyt, Esq.. N. Y. 
tPrivate ] " Washineton. 18tb Feik. •34. 

*• My dear Sir — Yon mtist either work for Judge S [Sutherland] or yoonslf, if yon 

do not wish Tallmadge to ttie otfice of D. A. [District Attorney ] 

His brother works like a Carl-Hurse ui liie matter, and ihiuga are working well for 



Mr. B. [Butler] only yielded to Judge S's claims over yours, on QKOmt tf km (tba 
Judge's) peculiarly unpleasant situation in a pf cnniary point of view, 
^ ho help the Judge. The decision of the mailer is to be left to the N. Y* Members — 
Henreseniatives aiM Senators— 4md tbey are all pretty much to a man eommitted to 
lUbnac|g6| Crnat lissle, sineenly youfSi H. B.'* 

t£HaJiietBatier.] 

* Advertnic tn Mr. Butler's letter U* P^f** ^ 39, I most say that one of the most dart^eroas and 
Wicked of the trick:*, by which elective institntioiis are often entirely mitllt!e(i, and artfol intriguers y)laced 
to tru!»t.s requiring honesty and caimrity, IsootCaocvh system liy v. ii i h ihe men of one way of thinking 
on politics meet in a roout and agree that whenever one of their number nh&ll get a majority of the votes of 
those then present, were tt bat one vote more than half, he shall be the nominee of the whole, and all go for hlia 
in tiM legislatare. TIm efl^ct is to elect in very many instances, men who could not nt half, sometimes 
lltde more than a HawUl of the unbliuised suffrages of all the members, were It not for dm eotttrlvance. In 



this way Va» BuMi fot to be « U. 8. SeaBtor, with a maMty of tha ToftM of llie legtoleune ofRliiat bin— lo 
this way the diofco vjf the people of the electors onPreMeBt of tlw V, 8. to often iralllfledh*-«Bd Iqr this 

irirrins urn the llbcnies of the eoaiitry undermined. Never was there a more gross bnrlesque on mmlnetkNis 
than V hut \s seen at Tammany Hall, and it Is wially wonderful that New York submits to it Supoly the 

wi^fl'iiii .'ind lidjirsiy of a free Con \'i 'n t^i in will be nhle U) proviJ'' il pliin whereby our political ri <> n i i r ntlon* 
•ball become in all cases, the act ol a nmjonty ot the people, aod not of sordid, selhsh leaders of unprmciplev 



tWhere hiaeketi tl vowed la oaf MM «t OKtoet. H lo to tWodlUfi to <nhla tfw ineleg of rt- . 
Invtet Ml words, *e. IwtahodlolMf &oleilmoel«repQllllMliia*eriklBklii^Wlte Boi^ ■ 
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140 . MBS. OAMUBT BUTLBB AMD JOHN W. mDUqjSim* 

£ndoraed by Hoyt, U. Hatkr, Feb. 24th, 1834.'* Addressed Jesse Hovt, Eaq., 
NewYwt" 

WashingtoiK Fib. 04th, 1834. 
My Dear Sir — T can only say in relation to the office which was the subject of 
a former letter, that you have become a candidate too late in the day for any hopes of 



If TaUmadge and Sutherland are set aside, as is very likely diey will be, if the 
leferred to the Dele^tion, I titink Mr. Edmonds will sucaecd. 

So far as PAUPERISM* is a qtudijication ami recommendation to the favor oj party, 
mtrely ijou. will give in to THE LAST NAMED PERSON. 

But It is a pity, if jfou really want the office, that yon did not say so at the commence- 
ment of the session. You may as well, however, write to Camhreleng, who I 
hear is comnUtUd for you, and he will be able to tell you all the difficulties about the 
afiair. 

PRICE,itistIioag;1itbyl^. B. [Botler] will be the peraon the delegatioii W01 aniti 
npon, if they cannot agree not to disagree upon either of toe first named pecaafw«-tat Ian 

01 opinion Edmonds will be the man. 

I am happu that you can talk so Jieerfully of your misfortunes, I hope that you vfili yet 
m bri^ter atiys Uuu^ 

I perceive by one of your letters yon are getting to be quite an old man. 

Mr. Butler still continues strong in the faith {JacksoniHm) and thinks that all the 
political troubles of the day are necessary to the punhcation of the body politick. That 
lomons of wisdom will be learned now (and learned by heart) tmt will do aeft 
good. 

£Here four lines of the lady's MS. are carefully erased ! She adds — ] 

Don't be curious to know the above — it only showed a little of the old leaven of 
Federalism, which my admission to the Cabinet cannot or has not yet, covered 

The mail will close and 1 must haste— 

^Inceiely yoore, H. B. 

Mr. J. Hoyt ______ [Harriet Butler^ 

CHAPT^ XXXV. 

Jfh BuQefs revenues as V. S, JUUmey. Why he is agam in office f Enormous law fm 

extorted. " Betts's foraging ground." Irise on Defaulters. Samuel R. Beets. He 
explains the Sub-Trcasurij Law in UoijVs case ! ! 2 he Betts faif,i!i/. $18,000 a year 
for one clerks/up l/ieron Rudd. Cruel persecution of La Chaise Sf Co. Bribetlnnd 
pniwyd wttneme serU to testify ! ! Butler permmded to take *^alf fees.** Fieture of a 
% Ruigious Hypocrite. Legal Bobbery. Birchard and Hoyt combine to discard the vm* 
chants of N. Y. from juries, as not trustworthy/ Boyt extorts #85,000 ^ blood moMy 
from foreign liouses. The Convention 

111' the coarse of 28 months,! Mr. Bntler realized, as District Attorney, from the 
goremnent aloiie>, $62,690, besides enormous and unlawful [yes vmat^vtl fest 

*Jo]ni W. Edmonds's name as a politlcftl manafrcr is faniillnr \o our readers. That (Virility, with his 
eoniiecttons with Van Buren nnd their <iid ivsstK i.itcs, and thf vises he nmy be put to as a political character 
ia a wider and more iniluLntial circle, nmy have decided Govt riior Wripht to elevate the dealer ih stock! 
and shares, law and pDluics. Warrun street, N. Y., to the bench. He believes In Morris' unwrittOD la«r— 
warned Glentworth to go away, Hnd gave up to him the verj' pttprrs he afterwards justified Morris- ibr 
]MuitinK after at nildnlghL ' The end jusUfied the means.* In A'ov. 1831 he wat elected fiw the 3d district 
•othe Senate of IS. Y.; followed Silas Wilglat to get bold of the deposltes In ISM; Is lald to he ninui ; 
«Mi keep his o^jke, werth. I hear, tSOOO or nMve, till three weon ; wears the nntl-slavery Ace of Van Bureo 
•plltwi; BM donee deal of party work In his time; was Inspector of i^tnc Sing prison when he cot Jndse 
Plgce; end is landed in the N. Y. Evening Post for his ' zml, effif icncy," enlichtmcd in-.d !K-iievoleai 
WWS.* When we get to the close ol Mrs. Bodine'a case I will have luuro to »ay, iu a future edition. 

t Nothing can be more erroneous than that men of humble origin are more (Hendly to the clan l^ioni 
whom they were reared thau the dwellers in palnces a.id anione the opnieotof tlie land. **Tlie befgar on 
konehack** is onen found in Amafi«k Look at JeiIeri<on and Lafayette— leaiwl fa wcnlth rticin cnmrere their 
coadhi^wlth that of M-VanBoran end A. F. Baiter, who began life selling spiriiuotis Iiqnor« in taverns , 
, fi™ J* "oy** •« towlvenl store keeper. The latter eneen at merchants foreltm bom, and talks bf his long 
; U*'<n ancestors.*' In hisfUends Mcah aad FMIlip's National Atlvrrntc, of Dec. IFlG, and in the Lonp 
Maad papers, he will find Jesse Hoyt, of Stamford in Conn«'cticut, advcrti^-d. wiili cithers, by his Cf« plain as a 
deserter from the United State.-* Army. Perhaps this nnmcsnke was of no kin to hiiii--p.^rhap9 a near rela 
^▼e^ What matters it ? 1 state the fact in condemnation of his insulluiC conduct to dwnwt of men. It ie 
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* »1fTLBi^S LAW ■XT0Bn01l»-'WM ON TAN BOBBll. 141* 

from defendants, whom his jackall Hoji had pounced upon, and the profits of his private 
practice. Thiatwas better than iSaudy Hill and the W. and W. Bank» under Jacob 
Barker. Mr. Butler is again District Attorney — end it ia believed t^t the monstrous and 
iniquitous {tJtU where leirdl) fees and gains he got formerly, are materialhj curtailed by 
act of Congress. / know that it is not so. lie will not be so barefaced in his exactioni 
now as he was in Uoyt's time-^rbut his income is enormous, and unbecoming the style of 
a frugal TepubUe: Mo Confess could possibly have intended to erectmiaialorturing> 
luuuBing, grindiag inquiaition as the U. S. Courts here are shown to be in the sessioc 
papers 01 Congress. Messrs. Hoyt and Butler were old comrades — when in power thej 
understood each other — and if they did not pluck the public ^oose,it never will be pluckec 
by man nor wdman neither. I refer to the U. S. Commiasioneia^ leporfs and testiinony . 
No. 212, 27th Congress, 2d Session, H. of R. [Executive,] containing the history ol 
Hoyt, Butler and the N. Y. Custom House, printed by the nation, May, 1842. 
How Presuient Polk, with the facts there stated, all in array before him, coulii 
replace Mr. Butler where he now is, passes my understanding. I wish I could 
spore Ae means to spmd, gntis, though the whole Union, the evidences oi 
recorded works of the pmyiogt eihortiqg, Sabbath-keepiog Diatrict Attoniey ol ^ 
Southern N. Y. 

In one case, the Schooner Catharine, the U. S. Marshal, at New York, took $2247 as 
his eoets. though tte proceeds of the sale were only $3000^in another, Elliot & Co; Mi. 
Butler brought 40 suits wrong, atopt them — got $2395 as his costs— brought another suit 
against them (same case) — exacted other $1142 cost — issued (by his order) execution, and 
there were no goods to take. Butler knew there was " little prospect of collecting the 
4i^** when he piled up these coets. <* Strange and impalpable to common honesty as it 
would seem, COUNSEL FEES, varyine from $50 to $500 were demanded AND* 
EXTORTED FROM THE DEFENDANTS in such suits, by B. F. Butler, while U. S. 
District Attorney," as a condition to a settieiuent for the government, or a stay of legal 
prooeaa ! ! I I ! The Congress Keport adds, that tiie ioort was styled *< Betters foraging 

§ round," like the debatable ground, whera Uack mail was ]e?ied at might have been during 
le revolution. 

Shortly after the accession of the German, George I, as Kine of England, his favor- 
ite cook sought his royal permission to return to Hanover, ana assignra as his reason 
the profligiite waste of ail articles of food in the king*s kitchen, so very different 
from German frugality. "Never irviiul," said his majesty, "do you steal like 
the rest — my present revenues and good people can stand the expense" — and added, 
with a hearty laugh, " be sure to take enough." Our Dutch ex- president's advice to 
hU cooks, Hoyt, Butler, and the Betts fiunuy, seems to have run in the old Hano- 
verian strain of npelaxt royalty— ^* Do you steal like the rest, and be sore to taka 
enough ! " • 

Samuel R. Betts of Sullivan Co., N. Y., was with Wm. ^L Price and others, 
'admitted a Counsellor at law, in Albany, August 1812. Jud^ Yates nominated 
him as "a Supreme Court Judge in 1823, but the Regency in Senate dissented, 
agreeing however, same year, to make him a circuit judge. Finally, he succeeded 
Mr. \^ Ness as U. S. District Judge in N. Y. The evidence in the Govern- 
ment Commiaaioiierflr Report showed, tluit Mr. Hoyt had put into liis pocket the 
excess of cash balances, and refused to pay the money to the U. S., as required by 
the law of July 4, 1840. The Soiidtox ot the Txeasiiiy advised a criminal pidse- 

* After the Committer of Congress, 1830, hud shown the sh.^mcfiil neplrrt nf TVooclhnry, the mlscondact of 
Swartwoul, Cue &(■. and the headlong strides that Hoyt was tHkinp lowjirds emlM zzlcinent, speculation, 
and fraud, one nf ihoir nuinhcr. I!. A. Wise, after reviewing the wlinle subKci. in a s;)cech delivert'il in the 
H- of R., and published In the (ilol)e, rein.irks, that it is the President's duty to take raro that the Ihwh ba 
fiUthfttlly axeenled. Aod(he adds) "aftt-r what I have laid iM tore you, let me ask, ■ What use would ihers 
be la hnniWIni ounaivei to become spies and censors to report defalcations and crimes to this EzecotiTe, 
witii B view to a prompt leawval (torn office 1 Why paas laws to enact that the applkatkm of pittdle 
money by an oOeerot Ootenunnt te private lues Bhali be a Alooyi* Will reports or itatalea avail aaf 
thing 1 Vain and Idle! they would the mora cloak and cdnfceal and protect these ptundwen. FSM nay 
pains and penalties ; adopt any system of laws yoo p l e as e U nited Slates Bank, pet baak vstsm* Mb> 
Trcasury— and let me ask If either could be expected to workweU tS the hands of saebmen wno *oo«nte> 
nunc*' such ' I uilts ] ' Sir, wo are told by that philosopher in govemuient, Wm. Penn, that the best »y*tp.m 
will be as the worst if badly administered by bad men; and that the worst system will be as the best, if 
righteously adniinisteied by |Md nma A cbM||» of mmim what Is waatad-sfMMnltnnMat of all fcl i ft lese 
trustees ntul servants." . „ _ 

The result hvm shown that Mr. Wise ciesilj ladHiiood the sliuaelaraadfil^lselBcf IbMlB YsB Bonassi 
Us Irhi ffl ^'^ band of paiesites and locasts 
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cution — Crittenden, Attorney Oneral; and Ewinp, Sec. Trea?., considered Hoyt 
liable to a criminal indictment — Judges Belts and Thompson, when a|^plied lo for a 
warrant to arrest Hoyt, were of opinion that he was not liable, although he had 
kept back, had not enteted, bat bad refused to pay over public money. The law 
eaid that defaulters were to be sent to jail — the judffes replied that it did not mean 
it. The Sub-Treasury law was then a mere mockery*-a trick, to be reproduced 
next election, with new mu»c, if the pets blow up again. Hoyfs decision, with 
Van Boietfs emttent, lo take cheeks on banks, and call the bank notes speeie^ 
\vhich wss eooslantly acted on, show that hypoerisy was always uppenuist liieis 
also. 

Mr. Betts was a keen, sharp, money-lovine sort of person, and the government com- 
BiisikHitn, from the manner in which he filled np the Mfices in bts court, nnkinc it a fimt 
of family concern, became suspicious that the law of Congress, limiting fees and salaries, 
was evaded. They accordingly required from the otricer.* of his court answers on oath as 
to fees, salaries, &c., and inquired what was their relationship to the Judge, which last 
question appears to ba^e put his honor very much out of temp«r. In John Ikrris*s 1esti« 
mdny (Doc*t 212, p. 405) he states that the clerks of the U. 8. district and 
cirruit courti^, in New Yoik particularly, had annually exacted enormous fees. Judge 
Belli i brother was cleik ol both, and he admitted that he had taken in caidi $18,000 
A year, for bis clerkship for one eovit only. How mneh he got out of the 
other court is not stated — but, m due time he resigned, and Judge Betts next 
iippoint! d /r?<; mm, fbsn under nge. Even • leech will iMive off socking buman blood 
when It IS lull. 

** The judge might not be interested in the fees before ; but is he not, now (1842) that 
his sou is appoint^], inteiMled in the fees And if he be, is he not interest in forfeiting 
Roods ? For, if then weve no forieitoies, the trials would eeaae, and there would be no 

fees T* 

Colleclcf Hoyl inlomied llie law officer of the Treasury Department, officially, [p. 12, 
ioc. 212] that he had no confidence in judicial adjustments, and conndered 'it a hopeless 
task to ^et verdict.*? from Judge Betts and Mr. Waddell't* juries" — he therefore preferred a 
compromise. To the government com e, he appeared to be the great controlling power in 
Betts's court — though be, Hoyt, writes of him thus [p. 20 ] Mr. Fleming informs me 
tbat he only beard of the seizures by soeident, and he knew nothing of them till'tiM 
ffOtarns came from tlie clerk of the court, into whose hand!; the Judge of*the Court [Betts] it 
ffrone to he. (nrpful to have ike money jwid, to thai At* brother (the clerk) %oidd get hie fete 
tnd umtjnisswns." 

Tberon Rudd was cteik of this court many years ago^ot *bi8 fees and eommissions,' 

and look care to .secure, a.s hi.s own share of the people's money, $-120,000, entrusted to 
tlis care, which he buttoned clrsp tip in his brppches pocket, and kept it tnn. Thpron 
was a delegate ' for Mr. Van Buren's cause,' as Bennett would say, up at Herkimer, long 
after that. These great defaulters are all great friends of Mr. Buren, who thinks 
that Morri^s never written laws don*t apply to their cases Their sympathies and 
Mr. V. B's seem to run all one way. Theron, Butler, Price, and the Bc^^os, 
judge, so|i and brother, have made a great deal of money out of U. S. Courts in their 
time. , 

In 1839, a bale of goods was seized^-Samoel Bradbury claimed it. After two years of 
a law journey thro' Mr. Betts's court, it was sold in 1841, and its contents (cassinieres) 
brought $321. (Attorney) produced his bill of co.sl.s, S225 — Betts's clerks theirs, SSl — the 
Marshal his, $83. The proceeds were swallowed up by the democratic law-dispensers, 
■dd tfae eolleeior paid them other $68 to aquaie their accounts ! Hoyt and Butki^s aeal 
lot M oompRHniKS** did not diniiniah afler the eleclioB of Hanison.* 

* nr. BmhWI, when cbalmmn of a eommUtee in (he British pafHUBent, made a report cm certain extortions 
sad cnielUe* pnciiMd In a Jail in Londmi. Jooe*. the Jiiiler. WM sXAiuined, who lasUdad that Iw waa naif 
a dapaty— the reni jaitw Mnz * Mm of the L<n4 Chtaf JttMlee, and tiiea attatd— wllfc whoMAtflHr 1m dnni 
the iininenie pri)(f^.t of hki priaoa hoem^ fti ainMOMnt The itoy ptodmad sa ^ignun^ oM InirirtlraTiinair 
•w flatts. Uere ii is* 

When Bmthnd** ebief Jail(>r was catlad lo aceooat. 

And compelled of bis prufiu to sute the amount. 
The eommUtee observed that the sum was too large 
For one who hjul merely of pris'nen the charcc. 

* The sum ! " exclaimed Jones, " Why, the Chief Jodge'f soa, * 
A lad, wao 4im4 M his MfiU had |DM^ 
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The case of La Chaise, Fouche & Co. is thus reported by the Com'rs to the Presi- 
dent. — " The>means resorted to by Hoyt to obtain moneij from these foreigners, aie 
unnirpaased in enormi^ nod official perfidy by any act dnrmg his contimpanee in ojka. 
It seems to have been the policy of the collector, when he designed to nnke seiztues, 
with a view to compromises, to select foreign houses, with whom there would, in all 
probability, be less sympathy in the community, and a better j^rospect of success than 
there would be if like proceedings were attempted on an American house." La Chaise 

Co. were Frenchmen, ignorant of our laws and language, of good standing, and 
prosecuted a successful business in New York as importers of French silks, &c. Mr. 
Hoyt cast his eye upon them, as fit subjects for his and Butler's system — Campbell and 
Davis were put in requisition. Of the former I have spoken — I^vis was equally vile 
and infamous. Of Campbell, Hoyt writes to Sidney Bartlett, Boston — ** By a perasil 
of the testimony on the trial here, you will readily perceive that he is ready to make 
kny statement to serve himself, without reference to the truth of the case." In reading of 
Hoyt and Butler's conduct in office, I have been irresistibly drawn to connect them in 
my mind with the infiunoas cr,atnTes in Inland, who kept **the battalion of teitl* 
monv*' always in leadiness to swear away theliTcs of the men who had risen lor 
freedom in 1798. 

La Chaise and Fouche became the victims of Hoyt's avarice — the chaiges sgainst 
ttem'were *■ compromised." *They had goods Talne $70,(M>0, in their stoie. Of 

tiMse $40,000 worth were free of duty — the rest were dutiable and paid, ezeqit 
their last received goods, for which the collector had their bonds to permit an ex- 
amiifation, if desired. 'Five cases waited an appraisement in the public store 
In April, 1838, Hoyt sent his myimidone to seize ererythfng in their store, paid 
or unpaid, fiee or dutiable, and at the same time he seized the (hre cas^ in his own 
eustoay, not waiting for an appraisement. Mr. La Chaise was arrested on a charge 
of perjury, t^kX — the wretches Campbell and Davis swore that the House had 
- bribed them — three indictments were prepared — the grand jury found the bills, on 
C. ft D.^ evidence. The marshal kept the goods a year, before the district attorney 
filed infonoations, and the case was kept from trial till these unfortunate foreigners 
were forced to accept Hoyt's terms for a compromise, or sustain a total loss of their 

Sroperty. Hoyt wrote to Coe, at the same time, that he well knew he could neither get 
hem conTieted on the ciril or the criminal suits, and he gives this at a rmsm for a 
t ompnmit t f He knew he could not recover in an American court one cent, he 
therefore advised with Butler, Coe, &c. and offered to take $45,000, and the law 
fees, and cornpromise the whole, penury cases and all ! $2,500 were the costs — 
and Uoyt and Butler' compounded the lelonieSf as they affirmed they were, for a pe- 
euniary consideration ! ! Campbell and Davis had no hesitancy in swearing all Hoyt 
re<iuired before the grand jury, to ruin these innocent merchants, but they durst not 
come openly before their countrymen with the same tale — the pains and penalties of 
perjury stared them in the face, and although they had nnddteken to swear by con- 
trait, at the instance of the degraded and unprincipled Hoyt, thev shrunk from the 
haicain. Butler's report, Aug. 22, 1839, says, "No suit was brought for unpaid 
duties, and no probable ground of recovery in any such suit could be discovered.*' 
He adds, that it was suspected they had frequently entered goods too low — and 
this men tunieion was the whole grounds of this persecution. What if they had 
done so ? Were not the sworn umpires who had passed u])on their goods chosen 
by the President and Senate, with power to place higher valuation on the same 
if they had chosen to do so? $6,300 was taken from theee merchants for duties 
estimated on goods Beized--$18,968 on penal bonds pretended to have been forfeited 
because they did not ddiver to the collector some part of the very ptoAe he had 
previously seized — an impossibility. One of Butler's items of costs was $500 as. 
his counsel and in tneir review of Butler's report, the U. S. Commissioners 
call it an appeal to the government for its approbation.'* ^Because of the '< pecu* 

Is the jnller in fact, by hU father selected ; * 
Ad(1 Id him I account for whatever 's cnlleelid; 
But the '«on being yot but an Innitit in taw, •* 
The Niible Lord takes what the imirr would draw.* 
Fair JusUee of England ! what ills ma auail her 1 
Whlls (lieikllier *■ Chief Justice, the aon b CftltfJMkrI 
Bis SMl yat a ilM wooli tbb Noiito P««r itNMiL 
I«i ttto kto aul Mr. Mi Biein Um JsakSillik 
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fiiary gain, obtained by duplicity and management; out of court, which coold not hare 
been recovered in a' fair and impartial trial.** 

Besides being frightened out of $47,500, the unfortunate Frenchmen had their 
trade stopt, and their goods under lock and key for over twelve months. The 
accommodating Mr. Woodbury approved of Butler and. Hoyt's course, and, say the 
CominissionerB, it is asserted that Judge Bet^ took the flftme view, on the application 
of BiUler for his sanction. / would not aC all doubt it Yet it U nther.hard to the 
foreigner to e.vact ])enalties wht re t1ie exactor, like the law, admits innocence or the 
absence of proof of guilt. Bleeker, lioyt's assistant cashier, when the $63,000 worth 
of entriet oisappeated ftom the cashier's and naval offices, was (be infoniifir against 
liS Chaise, but he never brought him forward. Mr. Curtis speedilj turned bun 
* adrift. 

We have seen Mr. Butler playing the banker at Sandy Hill, the lawyer at Al- 
bany, Uie politician at Washington, aud the speculator everywhere. The disinter- 
ested aoid pious law-partner of * the magician/ is now at New York. In his spee^ 
at New Brunswick, St h Oct. he .<:iy.s that Mr. Van Buren told Mr. Forsyth 

to tel! liim that if he did not like the office of D. A., it was hoped he would take it 
in consideration of the great public interest at that moment at stake in New Yoi:l£. 
On the 12th of Dee. 1838* he took office, and Mr. Hovt wrote to the Solidtoi ol 
the Treasury, same day — " I am amused with Mr. Butler — he is so terrified at t&f 
iniquitij of the a<^e, that he has made up his mind not to receive a dollar of the pub- 
lic money, but he intends to make me receive all^ and / can quUe apprehensive that 
he will Tiot eocn remut ku men tosts, I am sure he will not receive half as much as 
he wiU be entitled to. I shall lecture him on this subject." Mr. Hoyt knew his man 
better than this. Independent of his private lav. ^ii^ines.s, opinions, advices, &c. &c., 
Mr. Butler took from the U. S. alone, in 1839, $l8,23.5~in 1S40, 832,210 — and 
resolving to have a grand haul out uf compromises, settlements, " Yorkshiremen,^ 
Frenchmen, the woruy descendant of the Uonnecticnt scythe-maker, and of Oliver 
Cromwell (! !) condescended to receive for hi?! legal labors during the first quarter of 
1841, only 0Q|* $12,244. No doubt he would have taken more, but for ** the iniquity 
of the age." 

In Butler's Memoirs, Dmocratic Review, Jan. 1838, we are fold tbaf^Mr. Butler 

has hecn, since the year 1817, a ;)ri2/%8siii^ and zealous member of the Presbyterian 
church." W h v not put the profession into practice .' Only two years after he joined 
the church, he wrote to Jacob Barker from the Bank — " 1 told him [Gilchrist,] J was 
readu to pay specie, bat^ commenced paying Wiswall*'* &c. his letter was written on 
Wednesday mommg^it admits tliat In had but $1,400 in specie to serve allcomers 
till Saturday morninj!^, and that Wiswall had presented $4,800, and Gilchrist $5,300 of 
the notes of the Bank for payment. Did not Mr. Hutlerteli an unfnith here Gilchrist, 
he adds, did not wait. -And why ? Because he saw that Mr. h. haa resolved not to 
nay him. In the Demoenitic Review Mr. Butler's biographer assures us, that ** before 
neleft the bank, by great exertion.s and care, its credit was restored, and specie pay- 
ments resume*!.'* Not one word of this is true — yet our zealous profesnor, though a 
known contributor to the Keview, remains acquiescent and silent ! " He was," says 
the Review, *'from the commencement, one of the most zealous advocates" "of 
the temperance reform." Is the three hours' debauch behind the bank counter, widi 
the Young; Patroon, the zealous advocate's practice ? If the Presbyterian church allows 
Mr. B. longer to remain in her communion, without evidence of dee^ contrition, she 
is a fallen star as compared to what she was in the honest old tunes of Calvin, 
Knox, Rutherford and Renwick — but we do not desire to anticipate her course, wi& a • 
brother who, on liis own showing, has been guilty of the crime of obtaining inoiieyupoa 
false pretenses." 

Sj^eaking of Barker's conduct in the Washiuglon and Warren, in 1819, Butler, 
as his counsel on the trial in 1827, when be was convicted for bis frauds in 1826» 
said, ",1 know that the most unparalleled exertions were made by him to redeem^ 

hi'^ hnis, and to indemnify the public If he could have coined his heart's 

blood into golden drachms, not a drop of it would have been withheld, whilst one 

of bi( notes fcmalned unpaid Since then be has labored with untiling 

^as^uitjr, and PROVIDENCE has smiled on his exertions. ' Even as a monev*- 
eiianger, and stock-jobber, Butler cannot help piesenting his eonfedeiate to tm 
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conrt as a successful gaoabler* whose trade is. unUei the especial guiJaiice of 
^Pforidence!! I 

The yoathful and observant Pollock, in bis "Course- of lime/' eketcbee tiM 
picture of oiie» who at the day of judgment was sent below— 

Where ttill hU fiiee, fh>m MdMtewtoB, WMI* 
A holf air, which says loairdM pMS 
Hint by : I was a hypocrite on Mitb. 

1 bestow it on Mr. Polk's friend, the District Attorney at 'New Yolki with injmifttioiM» 
that, at a jninor, or ekewhere» he shall try to find the onginal ; 

" He was a man 
Who stole the livery of the court of heaven 
To serve the devil ; in virtue's ciilse 
Devnnred the w Idow's house and orphan's braadi 
In holy phmse transacted vllhiinies 
That coniiiion stanem durst not meddle with 
At sacred feasts ho sat among the saints. 
And with his guilty hands loacbod lioUeat thioga ; 
And none of sin lamenltd man, or ilglMd 
More deeply, or with gravw coVateBance, 
^ Or longer prayer, wept o'er Uie dyliif man. 
Whose iniKnl children, at the moiiient, ho 
Planned how to rob ; in sermon style he bought 
^ And sold and lied ; and salutationi niado 

IB scripiiire terms : lie prayed hy tiunntity, 
• And with his rejjelitions lon^ and loud. 

Ail knees were w eary : with one baud he pot 

A penny in the urn of poverty. 

And with the other tnok a shilling oaU 

On charitable lists— trumpets wUeb told 

TlM paUic ear, who had Is Moet dooe 

The poor « beneth. Mid taUfilie ahso 

They told of, took themselves to keep them sonndUif— 

He blazed hU name, more pleased to have it there 

Than in the book of life. Hpe'.st thou the mt 

A serpent with an angel's voice ! a grave ' 

With flowers bestriMveil^ and yet flnr won dofiolfai 

ilij virtues over-dune, his lace 

Too grave, his prayers too long, his charltlei 

Too pompoasly attended, and, Jtis speeeh 

Larded too fVequently. and (Mlt of time 

With serious phraseology, were rents 

VtM In his garments opened in spile of him, 

Through which the well-accmloiMdeyo OOSMlSS 

The rottenness of his heart." 

In 1S39, June term, District Court, Mr. Butler moved for judgments on Lec» 
Babcock ^ Co. on 26 bonds — one motion. He demanded for this, of government, . 
foes» $1,860. Same month, one motion for judgtnents aj^n^ Gibson & Co. on 
44 bonds— he received $1,893. Marcli 1840 — one motion, for judgment against 
Lee & Co. paid Butler fees (from public purse), 02,514. Feb. 27, 1841, Butler, 
for one motion against same tirm, on 46 boads, put in his pocket, $3,338 of fees— > 
also $3,198 for ont motion of a like kind in Apnl, and $1,324, on another, made 
same day. In May another, and took S1,27G fee.s. On 14 motions made by him for 
Judgments on 296 merchants* bonds, his *costs charged to the United Stales ; and 
paid him out ol tlie taxes raised on sugar, woollens, cottons, coffee, &c., came to 
S29,<MiT, not one doHor of vihnh the dmort ever paid badt. The Treasuier Solidtor 
at Washington even writes him to multiply suits for his own emolument, and for 
the hene^t of Betts's clerk ??nd the marshal, by increasing costs, provided tke dehtors 
are wivenl — otherwise to make on^ suit serve on ail the bonds due by one bouse.. 
The unprincipled chancter who thus wrote was a Mr. JMatlhew Birehaid, who was. 
pemitled to resign with Butler and Hoyt, hiseonfiedemtes. 

* Mr. UtcMleypnte the fbllowiog descrijpiioa of Charles I, Into Hilton's moMli. aet tUaUng it night 
apply tolersbly wwf ie mimi of the fhmilr of Old Noll also, whea tiaaqdaaied to Anaenca : 

If he break lits wnrd to his people, tt It a tttfideat defeaee that he keeps It to hfs companions t If be 

ofijirrss and e.^ tort all day, «h, ill he bo held lilameiess because he pmveth at n ,:'h! nn l mi ni: If lie bo 
InBHiiable in plunder and revenpe, shall we pass it by becansc In meat and dfiak lie la teatiit'n..L 7 If iie 
bave lived IlKe a tyrant, •'liiill he lie forgotten hecjone he hath died like a iiiHrtyr / 

He wa.s a man, lis 1 liiink, who had such a semblance? of virtues hs mii;hi make his vices most danper- 
ons. He was not a tjTmnt nftiBr our wonted Kmriish model. The second l{iihard, and the second and fourth 
Sdwnrds, and the eighth (larr)', were ninn prulu)<e, gity, lK)isu«ron»; iovera of women aadof wine,of oooat- 
frard sanctity or gravity. Charles was a ruler af^er the Italian fashion ; grave, demUFOjOf a Mkoia eaiTta|lk 
•ad aQtordlet i aaeoaitaatatpMwenaaapciwuaitieedleaiofoatiuiMaaatlielM." 

19 
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Mr. Hoyt wrote him, Feb. 22, 1840, that «• hitherto 3argc nnmbers of jurors have 
been taken (nwi nwinntile claaees, against which course (he adds) I have remon* 
mmtA.*'' Bircbafd immedntely wrote, the Manba], at N. York to ** endeavor lo adeet 
impartial, Ci^l^le men, who are totally disconnected with traJe, and alt its influen- 
ces .... the whole nation knows that contidence may weU be placed ia the 
mtegniy and judgfment of honest farmers and mechajiics.'* • * 

Hm wa see the Collector, behind the screeo, directii^ the manbsU, throogli the 
g^overnment solicitor to discard whole classes of men, as jurors, in cases where I 
that Collector wonld derive a vast income from n Hecision one way, but not the 
c^her. Was it nut the interest of the old, intelligent, caterjirising merchant, of established 
chaiaeter and nnenllied fiime, that real attompta Vb defmad the levenue should be pot 
down ^ Undoubtedly, for it came in contact widi his interest as a fair trader-^i^uid jel 
Hoyt proscribed him from the jury box, doubtless because his knowledj^e and honor wonld 
prevent him from stooping to oppress and injure others. jHoyt would punieh rogues, he 
aaya— but tt is evident he daiei not tmat the upright dealer to judge as to who the 
ngue8 were. How such a document as the report before me must have excited the 
detestation and contempt ot every honoiable mind against Van Bnren and his mean-aookd 
cabal! 

In page 265, and elsewheva» the U. 8. Com'rs report to the President and Congress, that 
Hoyt instituted prosecutions against some eight or ten foreien houses, chiefly EngU 

importers of woollens, on the pretext thnt ^nm]^ imported by them in Swartwoat's time — 
in most cases 18 months or two years before the date cf thp«f prosecutions, and on which i 
the goverament appraisers had decided, as being ente/ed ut imr rates — were undervalued. ' 
Hi hanasied them in the entries of their fall importations of woolens for 1839 — ^thnat* ' 
cned them with the testimony of wretches who, insteail of being employed in the Customs , 
should have been whipt at the cart's tail — held them to heavy bail on pretended extra 
charges out of the goods they had entered and paid for years before — and actually extorted 
$85,000 blood mone^ fnun them, besides fees to dear' Mr. Bntler. Compare Jdm 
Van Buren speculatmg out of Marcy's mess^ with Hoyt and Butler in the Cuslom i 
House. They are still the same. The knin es' compact holds good to the last, gentlemat 
' — and if this be libel ye are lawyers, and make the most of it Ihe Convention will C9m$, 
' «nd, depend on it, honest men and tnte will be ripe for lesonection by the month of hm, 
1846. To suppose that knavery like yours could hold out much longer would be to dodit 
the Justice of Him who planted in the mind of man feelings of lore and kindness, one to 
another. To return to my narrative : 

Of this 985,000 compromises the chairman of the U. S. Com'rs says in his report: 
** The motives of ihe collector w^ mercenary and corrupt in the inception of these pm- 
ceedings, and animated all his acts, to tho final consummation of the official robbery which 
he perpetrated on hi<=5 victims in open day, and with the approbation of the government at 
Washmgton, to which he ought to have been held responsible for conduct so disgraceful to 
the natioaal dnaneter." Butler says, in a letter, that Hoyt " collected their various entries 
and invoices*'— Hoyt, in the cases of Taylor, Shaw, &.c., declares, " we ha l not posses- 
sion of the original or other invoices." We comj^romised, says Hoyt, " becausir' we had 
no evidence on which to convict the defendajfts,, — iie even boasts of havmg overreached 
and entrapped thm by pietending to know more than he really did, and to have eTidenee 
which he had not.**^ 

Hoyt's whole course shows a dif<position to quarrel with and ill-treat England, with 
a view probably to a war. Heaven protect our country from war any where — and, worst 
of all, a war where pbuisible peenlatofs. finandets, land jobben. and pretended iefoimeis» 
with mantles of pi^, would gnid^ the bebn of state, nod share the piej of tbe 
inaooentt , - 



CHAPTER XXXVL 

jfyyU Beeir$f and the N, A, Tmst and Banking Co. Its commencement, A gmnd 

borrowing, lUock-jobbingi specv.Iatmg vw.rhine, on free-trade prinaplf^. Prepares 
bonds for $1 1 ,000,000. Ways arui means. Becomes imolttent — deals in cotton — Retcuns 
B. F, Butler. Cluincery reforms. Jesse Hoyt bolsters the Bank, and ^cuiatei m a 
itMft,«*tdi 6i!gtiif erf 195 «mf Attf lo $8. 
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*• The North American Trust and Banking Company" is known also as Beers's bank, 
Mr. Joseph* D. Beers the ** financier" having i>een its pre&idenu uutii iht cunning specti* 
iators who bad got it up had pillaged this coontry, aof* even Europe* 4o the ntnoet OElHit 
of their ingeuuity. When hopelessly, and I think, fraudulently insolvent, it passed into 
the harifls of Mr. David I-»eavitt as Receiver, loaded with secret trusts made to its own 
officers and their associates. Mr. L. is ^he gentleman whose testimony bore so hard on 
certain eharpera and shaven Wall abeet, wno were eonvieted in the atoek-jobbing triali 
of 1826-7 ; and his first repori; after two yeaia* obnenratioD, poaaeaaea evidiiit tiacaa al kii 
ancient intrepidity 

Mr. Leavitt luund m specie* a broken silver dollar, and no more, also Pr^ident BeaM 
note for $26,636, and otber obligBtions* a water barrel, a map of Aubvm (did aome of the 
managers cooteaptalaitaampk alaie |uiaon ?), some coul, &c. 

This banking company was org^ani zed, July 14,1838, under a modification of the free 
trade law which Flagg, Hoyt, Phelps, had clamored for, when no more money could 
be made by tbe Safety Ftind speealationa. On June Ifth a preparatory meeting was held, 
consisting of Goold and Charles Hoyt, Geo. D. Strong, J. L. Giaham, J. B. Murray, Thos. 
VV. Olcolt, Sarnl. Wilkeson of Butialo, N. Weed, and three or four others. The chief 
** performer," Beers, did not appear that day. On tbe 13th of July, Messrs. Beers, C. Hoyt, 
H. Yates, J. B. Murray, and many persons of character, property, and influence, were 
named as directors — on the 18th, twenty-two of them met — Beers was appointed didr 
prpsfdent, the intrepid Myn<iert Van Schaick (who would not sit in Senate with Bishop), 
Vice-president, John I>orimer Graham nateposi-masler, !V Y ), their man of law, and Walter 
Mead and D. £. Tyier, cashiers. Then only were iiubscri|j lions for slock opened, and be> 
.tween three and four millions issued, of wbteh the (apparently aelf>elected) directors kept 
more than a third to themselves, as this, with a few votes, from others, would retain 
for them the direction while it might be desirable. Mr. Van Schaick retired two 
months after, well pleased ; and it was good policy to obtain, as the)' did, his written 
approbation. He declared his belief that their invi^stmenls of capital were wisely 
made. • 

Mr. Graham, in his Historical review, tells us that the hank bonp^bt a million of 
Arkansas stock, of which A. C. Fla^ had a favorable opinion, and was readj to receive 
it at par, as good securitv forcireolatinff noteai Mr. Van Buren, too, liked this Arkanaaa 
stock, and sent the gold for the $60,0,000 edncation legacy that way, through men 
who had probably dealt in pitch previously, and for{!;ottpn to wash their hands. Apart 
from politics, what was there in Arkansas stock to ju.>iiiy this opinion, held, by Beers, - 
Van Buren, Wodijibury, C. Hoyt, and Flagg? Another question— are we justified in be* 
lieving that such was really their opinion ? $1,200,000 were also Tested in Indiana aMa 
atock. Did oft repeated acconntsof the folly predominnnt in Indiana and Illinois finance 
and legislation, and in their canal making, routes and management, induce purchase the 
second — or was there a wheel within a wheel — knowing ones wanted Arkansas and In- 
diana stock oat of their hands, and aided in contriving this contrivance ior tBa porposa? 
A simple man woul 1 think they could have found more judicious specie Jnvestment.s, but 
perhaps part of their capital was 77? real/fu, paid in such obligations. Mr. Ijcavitt shows 
US that neither of those causes iiad had much eiiect in throwing these stocks into the tianda 
of fieera, Graham & Co;, but that they boivht them on credit on epecuUaim, lioping to 
borrow money for their own purposes by pledging or selling them again! ! T!u y paid 
them, he says, with their own printed promises to pay, with interest, long aiK r date ! 
They next, in '38, *39, and 40, issued negoiiable certificates of deposits, to the amount of 
nillious, purporting on tkeir faee to be iMued by the bank* and many of them payable in 
LoodoB. Of iheae» a great part'were made payable to HalJett (dark of tfa« Sopenor OmiEt). 

• The stock- broken have evinced a keen appetite for the Control of 'Trust Companies.' Mr. R. H 
NeviM, Bmkw, WsU Stnet, wtiiM 10 lb J«im Uoyt. 1 Alliany, dtfwl Nsw Turk, Mtk Ja»*y, im, ss 
Ibllowi; 

•*D8ar Hoyt— I must trouble you to let mc khow, whether our Banks, now being willirif: tr> Uik»- rmewali 
cf th0ir Cbaners on the terms oliisred to them last winter, will ail b« able to get them? It was predicted 
tmoMS pSnOM ttuit some of tliem might not have another chance. 

t QlBd M IS a aew TrtutCn^-nloyou^hiok that an •ppllcatioii fWrai a very respectable list of petitioners 
wm tmetmi in letting a Chamr ttmiliur to tbe one panM at tto laat session 1 
1 ikall b0 much oMiEed for your oplnioa on tb* above, or on any oUier rat^jecti thnt auty hnv« to do wUk 

Wall itnot I am «illln| to run the risk of your oi^aloni I hold connaMaUo Lift and 

TmiOo. Stock, wMea wttl rK( or r.ii 1 rn^nhiy whaiihsqiMittiBlsMttlidaboatollMrehaiieRi. 

Yours very siucereiy, B. H. NfiVIKS." 

t 
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Gfshaiii, (Aflir aMomey.) Talman (now Mayor of Brooklyn), and other officers of their 
Wflociatioil. Tbey sold what they could everywhece, to raise the wind — and this base, 
pawnbroking concern they had the assurance to call a bank and an American trust, with 
paid up capital ! ! Beers, their guide, was the person of whom Bennett in his Herald once 
pot ovt a puf, about bis Mtirine in Sept. '35, with a fortooe of a miDioD of doUara, the 
proceeds of his industry, and so forth. 

In the winter of 1839-40, this patent borro\ving machine, with a capital to lend, 
found its promises coming in for payment, its bought stocks declining in value, and 
its cash very low indeed ; and among other schemes to keep afloat it aoi^ht the aid of 
Martin Van Buren, through his commercial grand vizier, Jesse Hoyt. At the same time, 
900 bonds FOR ELEVEN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS, in promises to pay to Wa?ter 
• Mead the cashier, FIVE YEARS AFTER February, 1840, were signed by Beers, as 
president, and while yet in the company's hands, tionds and mortga^ were executed 
inm the company to Griabam and others its associates, aa a pretended security for pay- 
ment — and a million trust deed was filled up, the third party being Mr. Horsley Palmer of 
the Bank of England, and others in Europe. Many more capers were cut with public 
credulity, but 1 have not room to notice them. Some of their bonds they paid to their 
eiadilors aa caah lhay handed them to othara aa *< a oollateral security*— for inataaee, to 
T. E. Davis who had LENT them his note for $79,000. To Col. James B. Murray,* 
a character much mixed up with American stock -jobbing, and a regular signer of 
Swartwout's Custom House recommendations, they gave $30,000 to try to dispose 
of in Earope, for hia own aceonnt, be having been their ffieat gaa tbeia! In 
the cooraa of 1840, Talmage* the Brooklyn Mayor, succeeded Beers as preridenti and 
he also sipiad lots of tnimpery due-biiJiB, which they called poet iiolea» oerllGcalei^ 
bonds, &c. 

In May, 1840, a State law was passed, forbidding such assoctationB as tbia from issiung 

any of their bills or notes unless pyable on demand, and without interest. This was 
wisely intended to protect the public from such wholesome knavery as I have adverted to. 
In their statements for the public eye, as required by statute, they had concealed much of 
their tru.st conveying, due-bill puffing machinery — and found no difficulty, it seems, to per- 
aoada learned lawyers, '* for a c<ftaideration," to be of, and declare their, opinion, that tiia 
statute forbidding their post-note trade did not intend to forbid it at all, just as leaned 
lawyers were found many* years ago, of opinion, that although the U. S. Constitution ex- 
pressly forbids the States to issue promissory notes, as cash, or tamper with the currency, it 
did not mean todo that, by any meana. 

Whan Bbv. Leavitt was appointed Receiver, he fimnd Mr. Graham and othcfl 
managing this insolvent institution as trustees. The veiy men through whose man- 
agement the bank was broken down, yet stood by the wrack they l^ad caused, and 
ntalDed control of ita whole property! Who ever heaid, of a leekkaa pilot and 
anguieer landii^ a North River boat h^ and dry on the rocks, and alterwanla 
retaining their control, in spite of all concerned, " by previous le^l agreement ?* 
It appeared that $9,000 a year were charged for attending to two of the ei^ht trusts. The 
Company had done a little, and but little, as bankers — as stock-jobbers a great 
deal Thajr were very needy or very greedy, for tbey kept borrowing, at ruinoua 
rates, almost continnally. Beet^, and laacliea like him, anwad toe veiy liia'a blood ol the 
institution. 

Fostniaster Graham and his two law firms charged and got about $44,000 for trotible^ 
baaidea feea, aaid to amount to aa mnch more. 

The Company bought cotton for $640,000 here, and sold it at $90,000 loss hi 
England, and also sold their promises to pay for what they would fetch anywhere. 
Of course, they must have exacted to fail. Mr. B. F. Butler appears to have 
been the aenior connael of ** toe tmateea,'* None mom fit When they got m 
Chancery Batter would feel quite at home; and if he did not luep Lesvitt nonw 

-* tWL JUDM B. Murray may have bMB eoBscientioasIy opposed to Mi. Madison** meanuM in 181S. Maay 
flwi9-.««i« w]w bald NapoleoD to tw w itpidlaM ofneatna il|htoMG«oig*3d. Myftalt to hlmteOMS 
be WH ft ipoeidiilor, a daaiwaiit eb m cur bee aow a hahlonabte, polite sioelc-JoMwr. B« was In Mrvleo 

Id 1812, was made a Uentenant-cokmel TompUna In 1814, wltti a vpry comptiiDsntarv letter, and 
appointed in 1815 to the command of the Governor't Onanl. I believe he has been an alderman of New 
York. He was sent to Albany, with Jeromus Johnson, Prosper M. Wetmore, John L. Gnihain, Stcph. 
Allen, Gid. I^e. and others, on behalf of ' the party' in New Yurie, to persuade Matey and the I^egislatara 
In 1837 to sanrtinn the bankruptcy of the banks, deposltes and sJI— and nhnwdly mImM M tt0 MMt !• 
nprnent in Earope tiie wishes oi Been' rut ilock-JoMiing macliuie. 
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liiiia at bay theta, and delay a decision in due form ^ law, I mistake the man. Graham, 
in hia statement, assures the public that Messrs. fiutler, &c., after a full investigation, 
•* have a perfect conviction ** that the company acted in good faith throughout. So 
have I — on the Washington and Warren Bank principle. The Receiver consulted 
Judge Sutherland, Samuel Stevens, H. Denio, &c, who agree in sentiment that the 
trusts are all void and unlawfal. Sutherland's opinion is a very able, clear and con- 
vincins? (iocument. In January, 1811 , there were about 500 shareholders in America, and 
krt^e cl;ilm8 in Europe. Dnl they ever pretend to divide profiis? A Committee, in No- 
Veuxber, 1840, showed tiiat Beers, while president, had played the stock-jobber on a iarge 
aeale, and eontriied to have his own accoont ** very complicated "^at they hoped to bcud 
their own with him — a hard case, truly. No doubt, however, but piom Mr. Butler will 
make all straie^ht. Why is not his opinion paraded in print, like the others ? Again— 
Does he really believe that asfugaments made by an insolveot bank, like this, to secure 
fiKma advances, an lawful i < 
Thomas 6. Tslmage was one of its first directors, and a member of its first com- 
mittee of finance. As its last president, he followed the hearse when consumption had 
left of its remains lutle more than a broken dollar and water barrel. In his a])|)eai to 
the public, he owns that he entered the concern as a means of carrying on organized 
atocK'jobbing, money borrowing, post note issuing — a la Beers. His statement in the 
newspapers is by far the most favorable I have yet seen — and if he is correct, the 
stockholders will yet recover much of their capital. It would be well if the Letrisiature 
tills winter would appoint a capable and faitblul committee to look into the operation of 
the court of chancery, take the evidence of scientific and practical men, and print the 
"whole for distribution before the Convention meet. There is surely much that is inju- 
rious in following usages (as Blackstone says) derived "from the imperial and pontifical 
formularies introduced ' by their clerical chancellors.'* If our "natives" would 
tnra their battertes a^nst the foreign laws adopted m mone from worn out mon* 
archies, future ages might have cause to honor and bless their memories. Why did Ms. 
Butler and bis revising friends in the legislature, ever consent that a free democracy 
should thus define the powers of our Chancery Court, ia the Statute — " They are co- 
eztansive with the powers and jnrisdiciions of the Court of Chancery in England," 
except, &c. 

Mr. .fe=?p TInyt lent this company, at one time or another, at least a million of dollars, 
of the Custom House funds, in gold and silver, at a time when government had to issue 
its notes of hand, bearing interest, to the public creditors, and when he was affirming 
that he had no public funds on hand ! These facts were noticed in the journals of the 
day, and in letters of complaint to Washington — and as Mr. Van Buren and his cabinet 
remained silent, it may be inferred that Mr. Hoyt acted by direct or implied orders. For 
the money so lent, the public received no interebt — but the directors gave their bond to 
Hoyt for repayment, with some Iriaiana stock as additional security. As he was a 
tegular eftock-jobber, it is presumed that M'.limsey (his brother-in-law and one of hia 
stireties), and'othet broker'^, bought and sold ihe stock of this bank for him, according as 
his loans to it or drafts from it affected the value of the shares. What other compensa- 
tion he got is as yet a secret M'Jimsey refused to testify. Cash commanded, in' these 
times, in Wall Street, a heavy bonus on loans. Hoyt knew that lie retained hundreds 
of thousands of dollars, according to Poindexter, of which no returns were made to the 
Treasury— and by the interest may have cleared $60,000 a year, instead of $40,000. 
His pecuniary situation may be now artfully veiled. Perhaps he will be next heard of 
through the Morris Canal Co. Oct 10th, 1839, N. A. T. shares were sold at 52 — two 
days after at 45, and the bank was then due Hoyt $175,000. On the 20th July shares 
had been up at 79— in December ihev were down at 35. In April, 1840, Hoyt wa.o a\ 
creditor for «i2j0,000, and the stock had risen to 56 — in August he had withdrawn all 
Ira $13,000, and shares sold for but 26. In November, 1841 quote the Eveaing 
Post), the shares of the N. A. Trust Co. would letch but 1^, whicht within three yeaia» 
tiad commanded $9d. 

\ 
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CHAi TKR XXXVII. 



Diffxulties vfhith 'mtrwimd Vie uortgAl merchant in New Yaii. Tariff^Cmgrm 

Xnirs — Fnnr-niom Law Costs — Prote^^ — Appraisers — PoliticS'-'AKommmaticms — Men 
of Sirate—Oar Cutrencij—The Custom House— Employment </ mMn, j(Mm^ Foli- 
iictans— Abuse — Smuggling and evasions of Revenue Lawt — Surveyor't Public Loda^ 



An AmericaD merchant, perha|» more especially au miuorter at New York, who deals 
HI dntiaUe vtielet, it mora to be pitnd than eniried. An honeaC, fair and manly count of 
llnnlint in npmn IT not bis passport to inclependence, or a competence, even wttb real 
cqNtaH undoiihu'd credit, and p^al experience. 1 will pxplain why this is so. 

First. The Untfs or rates of taxation on importations axe exceedingly changeable, and 
that, too, sometinea fmy rnddeniy* 

Second. The laws of Con^^raaa impoaing dutita we often diiferently construed in dif- 
ferenJ Cu!<fnm Hoime?. For instance, a Boston merchant in:iy have importwi heavily, 
and been charged 25 per cent. — the same article brought bv a New York trader may have 
|Niid 50. Both charges may been returned to the indolent poBtknl Unaiidera at Wash* 
ington, and appravelof. When the New Yorker tlnl^ himseif undefaold at Boatoo, he 
inquires, ascertains the cauff*, rnmplains at New York an ! Washin^on — but if he did 
not enter a protest at the time of payment here, he loses the dilierence. And how could 
he know that tixere would be two rates I Only a few weeks aince. Collector Lawrence 
imied a notice that no dntiea wonid be refunded onleio the unporlir bad fufmallf 
protested when he paid his money, statint^ his reasons. In such a case as T have in- 
atanced, how could he 8tate what he did not know? And why should the jusiidcation 
of an error be persisted in, to his injury, and his right leiused iiim, on a dishonest, 
Iq^al qaihbte i " 

Third. But it may be said — Go to law with the Tnited States. Even Jeaae Hoyt 
admits, that if the Collector seijce goods valued at ^400, or )ps<;, no matter how unjust the 
aeij;ure may be, it were better for the merchant submit than sufier under the enormouf 
Jaw coats and delaya of the United Stato^ .Courts. 

Fourth. A number of metchanta hnport each of them the same kind of goodSb 
The Collector pay*? the duty is so much per cent. Some demur and protest —others pay 
qmetly. One of them tries :he case at law, and the Collector is found to be wrong. 
Those who protealed may get bock the doty overchaiged — those whadid not, are, by 
fiutler and Lawtence's rale, snat out. What could be more iniquitous than Ruch a rule i 
In this and tlie second statement of my series, I am not offering hypothetical cas;ps. Se- 
cretaries of the Treasury and Comptrollers, and their subs, pop in and out of office, and 
Collector* and Comptrollers here, are up and down, like Jack m a box Every new man 
has a new way witn him. 

Fifth. A set of a[)prai8er8 are selected by the Prcsiilent ; and if the United States* 
Senate find them com{)elent, on evidence to them satisfactory, they ero into office, with a 
httle army of clerks and assistantt^ of all sorts. It is their duty to say whether the iu- 
Iroice and the goods corranioed — ^whether the impofter has nted them too low or too high 
— ^nd to fix the value. To aid them in any case that may require it, the mo^t respectable 
referees may be selected, and every possible means taken to arrive at a fair valuation 
What more can an importer do than pay the rates deemed fair by umpires selected by the 
h%liMt power in the IJnion, the treaty making power I Yet it is a troth — Who does noC 
leal the oaep diij^mce of the avowal * Most true it Is, that after all this has been done^ 
immense quantities of trooiis have been sei/prf in the warehouses of the merchant*? here, 
and even followed to Pbiiadeij)bia — the parties stopped from ejecting sales — their credit 
broken— Ihemselves involved inlaw— «nd all this to extort.from their necessities or- their 
feais mora money in taxes than the umpire of the taxing power declared to be just. The . 
"very power that declares to you in a circular that no monies jiaid in duties shall ever be 
refunded, no matter how wrongfully paid, unless you prote'^t as^ainst the wrong when 
payuig — selects its umpire, makes no protest, gives a receipt for the duties you have paid 
— and six months after, sends the^hief-takeis and its deputies to pnll downpour goods 
off the shelves on the pietext that joa have foifeilea nU» by nol paying more than 
foitemmeotaakedl 
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Sislk, Mok Manly begins bosincss In Pine atraet, with a nutable eapilal and ednea* 

§on — but is no trading politician- Solomon Sneak commences in same line right oppo8ita» 
with ill-deserved credit and no capital at all — but he is a regular democrat of our 
atamp/' goes with ** the party " at ail meetings, eiectiooeers for them now and thei^, pos- 
sesses a secret or ^wo worth having, and is tfidr busy-body, or one of that class. 
PMMqter "Piety* is in the same position as Solomon, except that he and his part- 
ner are "worth le^s than nothing, and clothed in religion as with r\ mantle. Will not the 
two latter be able to speculate, borrow, indorse, bargain, buy, sell, enter goods low, and 
actually take the bread out of Manl/s mouth, through enormous discounts, loans 
so Umty stocks, easily entered invoices, a delusive appearance, aifd a false credit ? Is it 
not an every day omurence ? Think of the deposites as tbcv were used in the Man- 
hattan and other iiaaks. Were not the monies raised for (iuties from maiiy mer- 
chants and handed over to a favorite few * of our politics ' to epecuiaie vritb, some of these 
lew men of as little eredit or character as Jesse lloyt when ne had the Costom House 
thrown to hini as a dog getsa booe topick| clerks, merchants and all! Canoommacoa 
thrive thus scrv 1 ? 

Seventh. W hat can be more ruinous to the iair-deaUng merchant than a currency such 
aa ours, varying hourly and every where-^vaeitlatin^ between United Stales Bank notes- 
redeemable m specie and safety fund N. York notes, of all kinks and qualities, payable, 
unless you want the money, in cash ; but in case of a run, the legislature instantly leml- 
izes no payment at ali, leaving you at liberty to buy their specie of their broker with their 
own notes; or, in othei cases, to wait till their buodmds of thousands of doUara of eountiy 
over-issues ehall be tedeemed, yeaia hence it may be, by A. C. Flsgg our sagaiPMwa 
comptroller. 

That any fifty or sixty capitalists who, by buying up more than half the stock of a new 
■atioiial bank, chartered on the British corporation system, or getting hold of U.. 
S. securities and inveating them in its stock at commencement, idionld tb^ ny this meana 

become the bankers and treasi!rrt|of the Union — that their * promises to pay' should be a 
ItgBl tender to every civil or miUCry person employed by the U. S. in payment of salaries, 
and at every custom house and poet-office for revenue — that these fifty or sixty^ 
pe i aoos should elect the bank directors, make the money and issue the money — lend to 
whom they will or refuse at pleasure— be lenient to other banks, or, at pleasure, harrass 
them to pay up the last dollar — and, should the states severally agree, create 10 or 
100 associate banks, to be called branches — half of these 50 or 60 men. perhaps, 
tfie agents of strangeis— that such a bank as this should be 9gun set np, and its 
manai^ers made the * r^ulators ' of the credit and currency or the country, would be no 
final settlement of the question, Repuljlicans would oppose it on principle — office- seekers 
would make ' repeal' their war cry, and tin; cause of the §vils which make jusUcea repioach,- 
be untouched. 

Eighth. The merchant has to do — not with regular business men of hi^h character, but 
with violent partisans,! rowdies, reprobates, political hacks paid with places, bankrupts, 
ignorance in one, low cunning in another, treachery in a third. Hoyt, Swartwout, Pnce, 
mad Butler speak for tiienMelTes— but Hoyt publishes Deputy Collector Lyon as corrujpl 
and unworthy — he declares the appraisers of his time to be utterly ignorant — ^he sends 
Deputy Collector James Campbell to convic^ merchants, after this Campbell hiwi acknow. 
ledged on oath his own infamy as being bribed and perjured — Jt^ph K. Bleecker is con- 
verted from a caehier and deputy collector into an informer for luie, receiving pewits from 
Ives, or ratber taking credit with an understanding, &c. Entry Clerk and others, take pay 
from the State on the one hand, and illc^ lees |iom the importer on the other, koowiog 
them to be illegal. 

♦ Even En«Usliaea lislt the weight of EofVa odkisljNimr, la fi^laDd. A Mr.FllMtliy eoMtgwS, 
ftiw Uverpooi foods, value t%.O0ai, to J. W. Ooilles. Two ymn after (1811) tiiey wore la c wtod^ -iio 
trial had been (rtrtained. PriesUey waa broken np in consequence, and had to assign his estate to trustees. 
It is a terrlMe syMem that permits foreign goods, coriecUy invoiced as to Quantity, to lie seized on a pre- 
trxt th^t thL-y are invuicLvl too low— and tbat loo With iimplna choMa IqrtM U* 8» wlUQB tho intpofterto 
wUiing to abide by if govemiuenl wish it. 

t For the average character of Custoni House Clerks and 0(Beers, Keports of U. S, C»>m'rs to Presi- 
dent, li^U-Q, I)i)c. '212— and Jesse Hoyt's Letters— also the Morning -V'rrr-, N. Y., by O'Sullivrin 1st C 
IDonthH of 184'), and the N. Y. Evening Tost irenrrally. The la«t n irnod print, June 30, 1W5, says— 
•♦The Cos Ujiu House here has for some years past been an Intolemble t;ngine of oppression, a mischieToas 
maa 1^ pettv tynaay, a waovAag aoiim of iai^iiky.** Yai tUt diahMMW plaariMa paper huMaad 
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Nhtk, It w often Mserted, sod I beliete it, on all the iofonnation and eiperieMo ol 
ttitty yean* acquaintance with commerce, that, taking the whole Slate of New York, an 

imm"p«p proportion of thp diuiri)>!e articles pay no duty at all. Among the hosts cf officers 
of one bort or other, how lew are selected for their iiUelligence and int^ritjr ! — some suci^^ 

aie^twt and hoaomble men — hot die majority are street pouliciaiis— and Mr. 
Laifienee, as I have described him, is their appropriate chief. Axe such tiie men 
to prevent emqgliiig to pfoOct, on our irontiefe, and in eoch^ poit as thi8» the fait 
tiader? 

Tenth, Theieaie a great nmnher (Median, sloraat and odmplaceBt for keeping bonded 
^oods — articles for exportation, or that may be nqnirad lor domestic use. With the km 

m the hands of street politician^, h;ir room orators, spring and fall electioneerers, stocK- 
jobhers, and speculators — may not genuine liquors be stored, the spirit exchanged, and a 

C' inded foreign article exported ? The system in use, as I have seen it, would tempt even 
dy and gin dealers to collusion. Some time since the United States exported in seven 
years, subject to drawback ('hat is, n rpiurn of the duties), a far larger quantity of foreign 
spices than had been imported and paid duly. I say nothing of home consumption. Here 
was the miracle of the loaves and lishes, m a new form — but were there no wooden nut- 
mege ? What room is there for fair trade linder such a system I 

Eleventh, and lastly. The merchant is not only puzzled by contradictory reports of cot- 
ton crops in Georgia and grain crops in England, and of new tariiTs at Washington, Lon- 
don, i^aris, and Dantzic, but he has to study politics as a science in order that he may be 
enabled to form an estimate of the value of the blasts of approaching war which blow 
continually in his ears from some quarter or other. War for Texas, for Mexico, for Canada, 
for Oregon, for part of Maine, for honor, for gain, for glory, for slavery or for freedom, *or : 
some cause or other, is an uncasing cry — and beyond the pretext it affords for upholding a 
vast nand and military force* with its contracts and corrupt patronage, many know not 
what to make of it. Perfect and of thirty years' continuance as peace now two-^^iids 
of the national ex penditure is upon warlike objects, and^^er 20,000 persons are in con- 
tinual public pay as lighting men, or connected with w!R The national war tax alone , 
^te neany thiee millions of dollars for the State of New York, besides a loss of the services 
of thousands of valuable artizans and farmers. In 1639 there wen 107 naval captains and <^ 
^commanders, and in 1841 nn increase of 57, all on pay. Lt. Manry savs thnt the Ohio,' 
ship of the line, cost under $300,000, and that nearly ^600,000 were charged in 1839^ |p 
merely for repairing her. The checks of vetoes, departments, boards, and inquiring com-: 
mittees are found to be ih> checks at all, unless tlHi people who b'ly goods and pay taxes to 
the Hoyts and Swartwouts of the f?ay can be "vvaked up a little. Few men have more 
steadily opposed extravagant expenditures than the '.vrlter, and even natives are willing to 
permit adopted citizens to write against aliu^s, so that ihcy avoid niention'ng the N. Y. 
corporation expenditure of 1843-4. What the country wants is p^ce, a free convention* 
and a people alive to reform and improvement. I have chanced my mind both as to men 
and measures, in some d»^gree, of late years, and must admit thnt there is truth in Lord 
Brougham b rem^irk, that * a rigid devotion to party iorms one ot ihe most sacred aristo- 
cratic mysteries,' and that politicians, when in power, ou^ht never to forget the 
prayer (Matthew VI and 13), *Lead us not into lemplation hot deliver us fum 
evil.» 



Tlipro arc, no douM, many remarkable incidents in the lives of Messrs. Hoyt and Butler, 
which the compiler of this work has not had leisure properly to notice, nor even advert to 
— but in a second edition, or through some other suitable channel of communication vrith'^ 
the public, it is his intention to submit copies of several interesting documents (before the 
sitting of the Convention, should it be det»Mmined on), when he deems it advisal»le for the 
present to withhold. His chief object, tlms lar, was to show the necessily which exists for 
checking the career of a &ction ol dlsaemblers who are unfriendly to the Vital principle of 
elective institntions. 
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